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ANSWER AND EXPLANATION 

ALL INDIA SIMULATOR TEST X-2018 

 

Q.1)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. Chief Justice of India is the "master of roster" and he has full 

power to allocate cases and to maintain discipline. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. There is no such provision. All the judges of the SC are removed by 

the same procedure. A judge of the Supreme Court can be removed from his Office by an order 

of the President.  President can issue the removal order only after an address by Parliament 

has been presented to him in the same session for such removal. The address must be 

supported by a special majority of each House of Parliament (i.e., a majority of the total 

membership of that House and a majority of not less than two-thirds of the members of that 

House present and voting). The grounds of removal are two—proved misbehaviour or 

incapacity. 

Hence, option (a) – 1 only is the correct answer.  

Subject) Polity 

Source) Laxmikanth – Chapter on Judiciary.  

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/chief-justice-is-the-master-of-roster-in-supreme-court-

attorney-general-1843882 

 

Q.2)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct: In ancient India, there was no concept of tax system. Each jana 

jad their own army which they sent to the Raja when requested. “Bali” was present in which 

people voluntarily gave a share of their produce to the Kings. Moreover, the Kings got booty 

from wars.  

Statement 2 is incorrect: Wars were fought mainly for cows in early vedic periods. The 

concept of territorial conquest had not yet emerged this was mainly due to the large availability 

of land and less population.  

Thus wars were fought mainly for cows. There were battles, for wealth/cattle, for domination of 

religious and social practices, for “fertile-lands”, for offspring and most important of all – Water. 

For each early civilization, birth-child of rivers, control over the waters was paramount. 

Statement 3 is correct: Gramani was the head of the village.  

Hence, option (c) – 1 and 3 only is the correct answer. . 

Subject) Ancient History 

Source) Ancient India Reference book NCRET. 
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Q.3)  

Ans) b 

Exp) SPICe – Simple Form for Incorporating Company 

Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) has recently introduced SPICe Form INC-32 which is a 

Simplified Proforma for Incorporating Company Electronically.  SPICe or Form INC-32 can help 

incorporate a company with a single application for reservation of name, incorporation of a new 

company and/or application for allotment of DIN. SPICe or Form INC-32 is very similar to Form 

INC-29, which also helps with fast track incorporation of a company in India.  

Hence, option (b) – is the correct answer.  

Subject) Scheme  

 

Q.4)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Option b is the correct answer. Outwash plain - The large quantities of water that 

flowed from the melting ice deposited various kinds of materials, the most important of which 

is called glacial outwash.  

Sand bar- a ridge of sand built up by currents especially in a river or in coastal waters 

Oxbow lake - The oxbow lake is created over time as erosion and deposits of soil change the 

river's course.  

Option a is incorrect. They are all depositional landforms. 

Option c is incorrect. Outwash plain is glacial landform; sandbars are formed in coasts and 

by river deposition. Oxbow lake is a riverine landform. 

Option d is incorrect.   

Hence, option (b) is the correct answer.  

Subject) Geography  

 

Q.5)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Ordinance promulgation doesn't come under the discretionary power of the Governor. It is 

done under the aid and advice of the CoMs. All others are cases of Discretionary powers of the 

Governor. 

Hence, option (c) is the correct answer. 
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Knowledge Base)  

The governor has constitutional discretion in the following cases:  

1. Reservation of a bill for the consideration of the President.  

2. Recommendation for the imposition of the President’s Rule in the state.  

3. While exercising his functions as the administrator of an adjoining union territory (in case   

of additional charge). 

4. Determining the amount payable by the Government of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and 

Mizoram to an autonomous Tribal District Council as royalty accruing from licenses for 

mineral exploration.  

5. Seeking information from the chief minister with regard to the administrative and 

legislative matters of the state.  

 

In addition to the above constitutional discretion (i.e., the express discretion mentioned in 

the Constitution), the governor, like the president, also has situational discretion (i.e., the 

hidden discretion derived from the exigencies of a prevailing political situation) in the 

following cases:  

1. Appointment of chief minister when no party has a clear-cut majority in the state 

legislative assembly or when the chief minister in office dies suddenly and there is no 

obvious successor.  

2. Dismissal of the council of ministers when it cannot prove the confidence of the state 

legislative assembly.  

3. Dissolution of the state legislative assembly if the council of ministers has lost its majority. 

Subject) Polity 

Source) Laxmikanth  

 

Q.6)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. RIMES stands for Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard Early 

Warning System for Africa and Asia (RIMES). It is an international and intergovernmental 

institution, owned and managed by its Member States, for the generation and application of 

early warning information. (Please see official website in Source) 

Statement 2 is correct. RIMES evolved from the efforts of countries in Africa and Asia, in the 

aftermath of the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, to establish a regional early warning system 

within a multi-hazard framework for the generation and communication of early warning 

information, and capacity building for preparedness and response to trans-boundary hazards. 

It was registered with the United Nations on 1 July 2009. 

Hence, option (b) is the correct answer choice. 

Subject) Environment – Org 

Source) http://www.rimes.int/?q=about-rimes 

https://oceanconference.un.org/commitments/?id=20604 
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Q.7)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Option a is correct. National Commission for Backward Classes was established in 1993 

by an act of Parliament. It considers inclusions in and exclusions from the lists of castes 

notified as backward for the purpose of job reservation. 

Option b, c and d are incorrect.  

option b, c and d are included in the bill to grant constitutional status to NCBC which is 

pending in the parliament at present. 

Hence, option (a) is the correct answer. 

Knowledge Base) 

The National Commission on SC is vested with the power to regulate its own procedure. The 

Commission, while investigating any matter or inquiring into any complaint, has all the 

powers of a civil court trying a suit and in particular in respect of the following matters: (a) 

summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person from any part of India and 

examining him on oath; (b) requiring the discovery and production of any document; (c) 

receiving evidence on affidavits; (d) requisitioning any public record from any court or office; 

(e) issuing summons for the examination of witnesses and documents; and (f) any other 

matter which the President may determine. The Central government and the state 

governments are required to consult the Commission on all major policy matters affecting the 

SCs. The National Commission on SC (and not NCBC) is also required to discharge similar 

functions with regard to the other backward classes (OBCs) and the Anglo-Indian Community 

as it does with respect to the SCs. 

 

Subject) Polity 

Source) Lakshmikanth 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/bill-related-to-ncbc-gets-

cabinet-nod-for-reintroduction-in-lok-sabha/articleshow/61867852.cms 

 

Q.8)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Option (a) is correct. The Inter-State Water Disputes Act empowers the Central 

government to set up an ad hoc tribunal for the adjudication of a dispute between two or more 

states in relation to the waters of an inter-state river or river valley. The decision of the tribunal 

would be final and binding on the parties to the dispute 

Option (b) is correct. Article 262 of the Constitution provides for the adjudication of inter-

state water disputes. It makes two provisions: (i) Parliament may by law provide for the 

adjudication of any dispute or complaint with respect to the use, distribution and control of 

waters of any inter-state river and river valley. (ii) Parliament may also provide that neither the 

Supreme Court nor any other court is to exercise jurisdiction in respect of any such dispute or 

complaint. 
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Option (c) is correct. The River Boards Act provides for the establishment of river boards for 

the regulation and development of inter-state river and river valleys. A river board is 

established by the Central government on the request of the state governments concerned to 

advise them. 

Hence, option (d) is the correct answer. 

Subject) Polity 

Source) http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-water-

umpire/article19597467.ece 

 

Q.9)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Option (a) is correct: The Wassenaar Arrangement is an elite club of countries which 

subscribe to arms export controls. It is a multilateral export control regime which aims to 

prevent the proliferation of conventional arms and dual use goods and technologies. 

Option (b) is incorrect: Missile Technology Control Regime aims to prevent the proliferation of 

missile and unmanned aerial vehicle technology capable of carrying above 500 kg payload for 

more than 300 km. 

Option (c) is incorrect: Australia group is a Multilateral export control regime (MECR) to 

prevent the spread of biological and chemical weapons. 

Option (d) is incorrect: Nuclear Suppliers group aims to prevent the proliferation of nuclear 

weapons. 

Hence, option (a) is the correct answer. 

Subject) IR 

Source) http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/what-is-wassenaar 

arrangement/article21297847.ece 

https://thediplomat.com/2017/12/wassenaar-arrangement-admits-india-as-its-42nd-

member/ 

 

Q.10) 

Ans) c 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. A CBSE Initiative 

Saransh is a tool for comprehensive self-review and analysis for CBSE affiliated schools and 

parents. It enables them to analyze students' performance in order to take remedial measures. 

Saransh brings schools, teachers and parents closer, so that they can monitor the progress of 

students and help them improve their performance. 

Statement 2 is correct. The aim of developing the Indian Sign Language Dictionary was to 

remove communications barriers between the deaf and hearing communities. The dictionary, 
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developed by the Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre, had subtitled videos 

depicting the various signs. It includes legal, medical, academic and technical terms. 

Subject) Scheme 

Source) http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indian-sign-language-dictionary-

released/article23336781.ece 

http://saransh.nic.in/ 

 

Q.11)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. Section 3(d) of the Indian Patent Act 1970 does not allow patent 

to be granted to inventions involving new forms of a known substance unless it differs 

significantly in properties with regard to efficacy.  

Statement 2 is incorrect.  India has a well-established legislative, administrative and judicial 

framework to safeguard Intellectual Property Rights which meets its obligations under the 

Agreement on Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) while utilizing the flexibilities 

provided in the international regime to address its developmental concerns.  

Statement 3 is incorrect. Compulsory licenses are authorizations given to make, use or sell a 

particular product or use a particular process which has been patented, without the need of 

the permission of the patent owner. The provisions regarding compulsory licenses are given in 

the Indian Patents Act, 1970 and in the TRIPS (Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual 

Property Rights) Agreement at the International level. 

Under Indian Patents Act, 1970 the provisions of ‘compulsory license’ are specifically given 

under Chapter XVI, and the conditions which need to be fulfilled are given is Sections 84-92 of 

the said Act. 

Hence, option a – 1 only is the correct answer. 

Subject) Economics 

 

Q.12)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. Tandava emphasize on male characteristics of power strength 

and firmness 

Statement 2 is correct. Lasya denotes grace, bhava, rasa and abhinaya, which represents the 

feminine aspect of dance 

Statement 3 is incorrect. The tribhaga represents a very feminine stance where the body is 

deflected at the neck, torso and the knees 

Hence, option (a) - 1 and 2 only is the correct answer. 

Subject) Art and Culture 
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Q.13)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. The British colonial authorities called him "The father of the 

Indian unrest."  

Statement 2 is correct. Tilak's Ganapati and Shivaji festivals became a medium of swadeshi 

propaganda not only in western India, but also in Bengal. 

Statement 3 is incorrect. Tilak opposed the Age of Consent Bill which aimed to raise the 

marriageable age for girls from 10 years to 12 years, though his objection was mainly that such 

reforms must come from people governing themselves and not under an alien rule. 

Hence, option (c) is the correct answer. 

Subject) Modern India 

 

Q.14)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. Pesticides have drastic effects on non-target species and affect 

animal and plant biodiversity, aquatic as well as terrestrial food webs and ecosystems. 

Additionally, air, water and soil bodies have also being contaminated with these chemicals to 

toxic levels.  

Statement 2 is correct. Pesticides enter the natural ecosystems by two different means 

depending upon their solubility. Water soluble pesticides get dissolved in water and enter 

groundwater, streams, rivers and lakes hence causing harm to non-targeted species. On the 

other hand, fat soluble pesticides enter the bodies of animals by a process known as 

“bioamplification”. They get absorbed in the fatty tissues of animals hence resulting in 

persistence of pesticide in food chains for extended periods of time. 

Statement 3 is correct. The World Health Organization classifies pesticides based on their 

acute toxicity. Class I pesticides are considered to be the most hazardous. Many class I 

pesticides such as monocrotophos, triazophos and phosphamidon are still in use in India, even 

though they are banned by other countries. 

Hence, option (a) is the correct answer. 

Subject) Environment 

 

Q.15)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Option (a) is incorrect. Though opposed to separate electorates, the Congress was not in 

favour of changing the Communal Award without the consent of the minorities. Thus, while 

strongly disagreeing with the Communal Award, the Congress decided neither to accept it nor 

to reject it. 
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Option (b) is correct.  The agreement was signed by Pt Madan Mohan Malviya and Dr. B. R. 

Ambedkar and some Dalit leaders at Yerwada Central Jail in Pune. 

Option (c) is correct. Gandhi demanded that the depressed classes be elected through joint 

and if possible a wider electorate through universal franchise, while expressing no objection to 

the demand for a larger number of reserved seats. And to press for his demands, he went on an 

indefinite fast on September 20, 1932 Now leaders of various persuasions, including B.R. 

Ambedkar, M.C. Rajah and Madan Mohan Malaviya got together to hammer out a compromise 

contained in the Poona Pact. 

Option (d) is correct. 

Hence, option (a) is the correct answer. 

Subject) Modern India 

Source) Spectrum 

 

Q.16)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Option (a) is correct. The Part IV-A of the Constitution (which consists of only one 

Article—51- A) specifies the eleven Fundamental Duties viz., to respect the Constitution, 

national flag and national anthem; to protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of the 

country; to promote the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people; to preserve the 

rich heritage of our composite culture etc. 

Option (b) is incorrect. Flags are not mentioned in any list under the seventh Schedule. 

Option (c) and (d) correct. Under the Constitution, a flag is not enumerated in the Seventh 

Schedule. However, Article 51A ordains that every citizen shall abide by the Constitution and 

respect its ideals and institutions, the national flag, and the national anthem. There is no other 

provision regulating hoisting of flags, either by the States or by the public. It is clear that there 

is no prohibition under the Constitution to hoist any flag other than the national flag. 

Hence, option (b) is the correct answer.  

Subject) Polity 

Source) http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/should-states-have-their-own-

flags/article22695446.ece 

 

Q.17)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. Right against Pre-Censorship of press is a fundamental right 

guaranteed under Article 19 of the Constitution, which is suspended automatically during the 

National Emergency. Hence, not in contravention to FRs. 

Statement 2 is correct. Free Movement is also a FR under article 19. It is suspended in case 

of National Emergency or based on reasonable restrictions provided for in the Constitution 
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itself. As a general rule, it is guaranteed under the constitution and its prohibition amounts to 

contravention of FRs. 

Hence, option (b) is the correct answer. 

Subject) Polity 

 

Q.18)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Option (a) is incorrect: It is one of the aims of Indira Gandhi Center for Atomic Research, 

Kalpakkam. 

Option (b) is incorrect: Itis one of the aims of Centre for Advanced Technologies, Indore 

Option (c) is incorrect: It is one of the aims of Tata Institute of Fundamental Research. 

Option (d) is correct:  The Global Center for Nuclear Energy Partnership is the 6th R&D 

institute developed by the Department of Atomic Energy. Its objectives include: 

1)Development of enhanced nuclear safeguards to effectively and efficiently monitor nuclear 

materials and facilities. 

2)Promoting the development of advanced, more proliferation resistant nuclear power reactors.  

3)Training manpower in the field of Nuclear Security and Radiological Safety. 

4)Educating in the field of Advanced Nuclear Energy Systems, Isotopes and Radiation 

Technologies, nuclear forensic.  

5)Establishing accreditation facilities for radiation monitoring. 

Subject) IR 

Source) http://www.gcnep.gov.in/about/about.html 

http://www.dae.nic.in/writereaddata/publ/saga/vol1/pdf1/02_history_brief.pdf 

 

Q.19)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Option (a) is incorrect. There are distinct seasons in India. Meteorological seasons over 

India are: 

Winter Season: January – February 

Pre Monsoon Season: March – May 

Southwest Monsoon Season: June - September 

Post Monsoon Season: October - December 
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Option (b) is incorrect. The key players in Monsoon are Northward shifting of the Westerly Jet 

(north of Himalayas) and Tropical Easterly Jet Stream which is associated closely with the 

burst of monsoon. I 

Option (c) is correct. On average, India receives 105 cm of rainfall in a year out of which 

summer monsoon (or southwest monsoon) contributes nearly 75–80% to the annual rainfall at 

many parts of the country. 

Option (d) is incorrect. The advance of the monsoon is much faster in the Bay of Bengal than 

in the Arabian Sea. 

 

Subject) Geography 

 

 

Q.20)  

 

Ans) a 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. It seeks to amend the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 to insert 

provisions for handling cases related to stressed assets.  Stressed assets are loans where the 

borrower has defaulted in repayment or where the loan has been restructured.   

Statement 2 is correct. The RBI may issue directions to banks for resolution of stressed 

assets. The central government may authorise the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to issue 

directions to banks for initiating proceedings in case of a default in loan repayment.  These 

proceedings would be under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016.  

Statement 3 is incorrect. The Bill has a provision to state that it will also be applicable to the 

State Bank of India, its subsidiaries, and Regional Rural Banks. 

Hence, option a – 1 and 2 only is the correct answer. 

Subject) Economics 

 

Q.21) 

Ans) d 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct: Objects are connected to the internet in the Internet of Things 

platform. These objects are able to represent themselves digitally. 

Statement 2 is correct: Artificial Intelligence is a term used for machines which are trained to 

“mimic” human intelligence. Thus a computer playing chess is an example of artificial 

intelligence. 

Statement 3 is correct: Big data refers to a huge amount of data, both structured and 

unstructured. This data is processed to retrieve useful patterns and data. 

Hence, option (d) – 1, 2 and 3 is the correct answer. 

Subject) Science & Tech 

Source) https://www.techopedia.com/definition/28247/internet-of-things-iot 
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https://www.investopedia.com/terms/a/artificial-intelligence-ai.asp 

https://www.sas.com/en_us/insights/big-data/what-is-big-data.html 

 

Q.22)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct: Fuel Cells convert the chemical energy of the chemicals stored in 

them into electrical energy. This is facilitated by an anode, cathode and electrolyte.  

Statement 2 is correct:  Fuel emission produce harmless outputs. If it uses hydrogen, the 

outputs are water and gas only. In contrast, Combustion engines produce many harmful gases 

like nitrogen dioxide, sulphur dioxide etc. 

Statement 3 is incorrect: Fuel cells are much more efficient than combustion engines. This is 

one of the main reasons why they are preferred.  

Hence, option (a) – 1 and 2 only is the correct answer.  

Subject) Science Tech 

Source) https://www.energy.gov/eere/fuelcells/fuel-cells 

 

Q.23)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. It is a joint initiative of three ministries. They are Ministry of 

Women and Child Development, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and Ministry of Human 

Resources Development. (It would have been right if in place of initiative it would have 

been written joint initiative. Use of only is no required for this to be incorrect.) 

Statement 2 is correct. The objectives of this initiative are: 

 Prevention of gender biased sex selective elimination 

 Ensuring survival & protection of the girl child 

 Ensuring education and participation of the girl child 

Statement 3 is correct.  

Statement 4 is incorrect. The scheme has no provision for collection of donations. Please do 

not make any contributions in response to such appeals. Nor does it have any direct benefit 

transfer. It is more directed towards institutional and infrastructural needs.  

Hence, option (b) – 2 and 3 only is the correct answer. 

Subject) Schemes 
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Q.24)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. Kolhapur and Savantvadi Revolts, The Gadkaris were a 

hereditary military class which was garrisoned in the Maratha forts. These garrisons were 

disbanded during administrative reorganisation in Kolhapur state after 1844. Facing the 

spectre of unemployment, the Gadkaris rose in revolt and occupied the Samangarh and 

Bhudargarh forts. Similarly, the simmering discontent caused a revolt in Savantvadi areas. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. The Poligars of Dindigal and Malabar rose up against the oppressive 

land revenue system under the British rule using 1801-06. Sporadic rising of the Poligars in 

Madras Presidency continued till 1856. 

The hill tribesmen of Rampa in coastal Andhra revolted in March 1879 against the 

depredations of the government-supported mansabdar and the new restrictive forest 

regulations. Only after a large military operation could the rebels be defeated in 1880. 

Hence, option a – 1 only  is the correct choice. 

Subject) Modern India 

 

Q.25)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. Fly ash pollutes air and water and may cause heavy metal 

pollution in water bodies. Fly ash affects vegetation as a result of its direct deposition on leaf 

surfaces or indirectly through its deposition on soil. Fly ash in the air slowly settles on leaves 

and crops in fields in areas near to thermal power plants and reduces the plant yield. 

Maharashtra has become the first state to adopt Fly Ash Utilisation Policy, paving way for 

prosperity by generating “wealth from waste” 

Statement 2 is correct. BS norms introduced in 2000 are emission control standards 

introduced by the government, based on European emission standards, to keep a check and 

control over release of air pollutants from equipment using internal combustion engines 

including vehicles. The amount of Sulphur in both petrol and diesel in BS-VI fuel is limited to a 

maximum of 10 parts per million (PPM) 

Statement 3 is correct. Trees are nature's answer to diminishing air pollution, as well as 

reducing respiratory problems for the human population. In terms of impacts on human 

health, trees in urban areas are substantially more important than rural trees due to their 

proximity to people. 

Hence, option (b) – 1, 2 and 3 is the correct answer. 

Subject) Environment 
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Q.26)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Option (a) and (b )are incorrect. Though both talked about Dominion status, both 

happened after the Irwin’s Statement.   

In July 1930 the viceroy suggested a round table conference (RTC) and reiterated the goal of 

dominion status. He also accepted the suggestion that Tej Bahadur Sapru and M.R. Jayakar be 

allowed to explore the possibility of peace between the Congress and the Government.  

The viceroy announced the August Offer (August 1940) which proposed dominion status as the 

objective for India. 

Option (c) is incorrect. Montague’s Statement, 1917 talked about “Self-Government” and not 

“dominion status”. 

Option (d) is correct. Irwin's Statement (October 31, 1929) "It is implicit in the 1917 

declaration (Montagu's statement) that the natural issue of India's progress, as contemplated 

there, is the attainment of dominion status." Dominion Status explicitly mentioned. 

Hence, option (d) is the correct answer. 

Subject) Modern India 

Source) 
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Q.27)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Option (a) is incorrect. The D-SIBs(Domestic Systemically Important Banks) cause 

significant disruption to the banking system and the overall economy. 

Option (b) is correct. A differentiated license will allow a bank to offer products only in select 

areas. Main aim for giving license to differentiated banks is to promote financial inclusion and 

payments. The term differentiated banks indicate that they are different from the usual 

universal banks. The universal banks like SBI, Canara Bank etc. can give almost all products 

and services. On the other hand, the differentiated banks can give only selected products like 

credit, payments, deposit etc., with RBI regulations. 

Option (c) is incorrect. A merchant bank is a company that deals mostly in international 

finance, business loans for companies and underwriting.  

Option (d) is incorrect. No-frills account is a bank account that can be opened even with a 

zero balance. 

Subject) Economics 

 

Q.28)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct: US stopped funding UNESCO after it voted to include Palestine 

as a member state in 2011. However, a UNESCO office was maintained by its State 

Department. US owes UNESCO $550 million but there is a law which states that US will not 

finance any organisation which recognises the statehood of Palestine. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: US has withdrawn from UNESCO due to the anti-Israel bias of 

other members. But it is not the first time that US has withdrawn from UNESCO. It earlier 

withdrew in 1984. The then President Ronald Reagan felt that UNESCO was corrupt, 

mismanaged and used to pursue the interests of Soviet Union. It joined again in 2002 when 

George Bush was the President. 

Hence option A is correct.  

Subject) IR 

Source) https://www.firstpost.com/world/us-israel-exit-unesco-trumps-decision-could-cause-

major-problems-for-un-agency-4138811.html 

 

Q.29)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Option (c) is the correct answer. 

Project Insight’ will use big data analytics to match information from social media sites to 

deduce mismatches between spending pattern and income declaration. The tax department will 

analyse mismatches in income declarations and spending patterns to trace tax evasions and 
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black money. The tax department had signed a pact with L&T Infotech for implementation of 

Project Insight, which is designed to strengthen the non-intrusive information driven approach 

for improving tax compliance.  

It will help the taxmen monitor high value transactions, and curb the circulation of black 

money. This is part of the steps the government has taken to unearth and tax undeclared or 

illegal wealth. 

Subject) Economics 

 

Q.30)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. This is the result of intense leaching  due to heavy rain.  

Laterite soils are suitable for cultivation  with adequate doses of manures and  fertilizers.  

Statement 2 is incorrect. Lower horizons of arid soils are occupied by Kankar because of 

increasing calcium content downwards. Kankar layer formations are seen in arid soils. They 

are formed in the bottom horizons and restrict the infiltration of water. After proper irrigation 

these soils become  cultivable as has been in the case of  western Rajasthan. 

Statement 3 is correct. Alluvial soils as a whole are very fertile. Regions of alluvial soils are 

intensively cultivated and densely populated. They are ideal for growth of sugarcane, paddy, 

wheat and other cereal and pulse crops.  

Hence, option b – 1 and 3 only  is the correct answer. 

Subject) Geography 

 

Q.31)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect: Kala azar or black fever is transmitted by the sandfly. it is 

caused by protozoan parasite of genus Leishmania.    

Statement 2 is correct: Japanese encephalitis is a viral disease transmitted by Culex 

mosquitoes. The Japanese encephalitis virus is amplified in the blood systems of domestic pigs 

and wild birds. 

It causes the inflammation of the brain. 

Hence, option (b) – 2 only is the correct answer. 

Subject) Science & Tech 

Source) http://www.nvbdcp.gov.in/je-faq.html 

http://www.nvbdcp.gov.in/kala-azar.html 
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Q.32)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct and Statement 2 is incorrect. 

The following are conclusions of Economic Survey 2017-18 on the impact of climate change on 

agriculture: 

1) The impact of temperature and rainfall is highly non-linear and felt almost only when 

temperature increases and rainfall shortfalls are extreme.  

2) These extreme shocks have highly divergent effects between un-irrigated and irrigated areas 

(and consequently between crops that are dependent on rainfall), almost twice as high in the 

former compared with the latter.  Thus the rainfed crops are more vulnerable to climate change 

than cereals. 

Hence, option a – 1 only is the correct answer. 

Subject) Economics 

 

Q.33)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. As per the scheme, around 1,000 best students who have 

completed (or are in the final year of) B. Tech or Integrated M.Tech or M.Sc. in Science and 

Technology streams from IISc/IITs/NITs/IISERs/IIITs under this scheme will be offered direct 

admission in PhD programme in the IITs/IISc.  

Statement 2 is correct. Those students will be offered a fellowship of Rs.70, 000/- per month 

for the first two years, Rs.75, 000/- per month for the 3rd year, and Rs.80, 000/- per month in 

the 4th and 5th years. Apart from this, a research grant of Rs.2.00 lakh will be provided to 

each of the Fellows for a period of 5 years to enable them to participate in international 

research conferences and present research papers.  

Hence, option (c) – Both 1 and 2  is the correct answer. 

Subject) Economics 

 

Q.34)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. As per the data provided by Economic Survey 2017-18, the 

share of Indian Railways in freight movement has been declining over a period of time primarily 

due to non-competitive tariff structure. While the passenger fare had remained more or less 

flat, the freight fare has increased sharply over the year.  

Statement 2 is correct. Economic Survey 2017-18 says the following: National Highways in 

Indian States has a significant impact on trade and per capita income. Two interesting 

relationship can be established as follows:  
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1) Higher the Density of National Highways, higher the Interstate Trade (Export + Import) as 

per cent of Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) in Indian States  

2) A positive relationship exists between density of NHs and the per capita income in Indian 

States. Higher the density of National Highways (NHs), higher the Per capita GSDP.  

Hence, option (c) – both 1 and 2 is the correct answer. 

Subject) Economics 

 

Q.35)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. They are currently classified as ‘vulnerable’ under IUCN red 

list. 

Statement  2 is incorrect. Currently, the Indian rhinoceros exists in a few small 

subpopulations in the Nepal and India (West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Assam). It is Regionally 

extinct in Bangladesh and Bhutan. 

Statement 3 is incorrect. The species exists in several protected areas in India - Dudhwa 

National Park, Manas National Park, Karteniaghat, Kaziranga National Park, Orang, Pabitora, 

Jaldapara, Gorumara.  

Hence, option (d) – None of the above is the correct answer. 

Subject) Environment 

 

Q.36)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. The Constitution has divided the legislative power with regard 

to preventive detention between the Parliament and the state legislatures. The Parliament has 

exclusive authority to make a law of preventive detention for reasons connected with defence, 

foreign affairs and the security of India. Both the Parliament as well as the state legislatures 

can concurrently make a law of preventive detention for reasons connected with the security of 

a state, the maintenance of public order and the maintenance of supplies and services 

essential to the community. 

Statement 2 is correct. Article 22 also authorises the Parliament to prescribe (a) the 

circumstances and the classes of cases in which a person can be detained for more than three 

months under a preventive detention law without obtaining the opinion of an advisory board; 

(b) the maximum period for which a person can be detained in any classes of cases under a 

preventive detention law; and (c) the procedure to be followed by an advisory board in an 

inquiry. 

Hence, option (b) – 2 only is the correct answer. 

Subject) Polity 
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Q.37)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Pair 1 and 3 are correctly matched.  

Pair 2 is incorrectly matched. Comrade was published by Mohammad Ali and not Maulana 

Azad. 

Hence option (c) – 1 and 3 only is the correct choice. 

Subject) Modern India 

 

Q.38)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Option (a), (b) and (d) are voluntary provisions. option (c) is a compulsory provision. 

Hence, option c is the correct answer. 

Knowledge Base)  

Compulsory Provisions 1. Organisation of Gram Sabha in a village or group of villages. 2. 

Establishment of panchayats at the village, intermediate and district levels. 3. Direct 

elections to all seats in panchayats at the village, intermediate and district levels. 4. Indirect 

elections to the post of chairperson of panchayats at the intermediate and district levels. 5. 

21 years to be the minimum age for contesting elections to panchayats. 6. Reservation of 

seats (both members and chairpersons) for SCs and STs in panchayats at all the three levels. 

7. Reservation of one-third seats (both members and chairpersons) for women in panchayats 

at all the three levels. 8. Fixing tenure of five years for panchayats at all levels and holding 

fresh elections within six months in the event of supersession of any panchayat. 9. 

Establishment of a State Election Commission for conducting elections to the panchayats. 

10. Constitution of a State Finance Commission after every five years to review the financial 

position of the panchayats. 

Voluntary Provisions 1. Giving representation to members of the Parliament (both the 

Houses) and the state legislature (both the Houses) in the panchayats at different levels 

falling within their constituencies. 2. Providing reservation of seats (both members and 

chairpersons) for backward classes in panchayats at any level. 3. Granting powers and 

authority to the panchayats to enable them to function as institutions of self-government (in 

brief, making them autonomous bodies). 4. Devolution of powers and responsibilities upon 

panchayats to prepare plans for economic development and social justice; and to perform 

some or all of the 29 functions listed in the Eleventh Schedule of the Constitution. 5. 

Granting financial powers to the panchayats, that is, authorizing them to levy, collect and 

appropriate taxes, duties, tolls and fees. 

 

Subject) Polity 

Source) Lakshmikanth 
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Q.39)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. Budget 2018-19 announced a new initiative NABH Nirman to 

expand airport capacity by more than five times to handle a billion trips in a year. NABH (Next 

Gen Airports for Bharat) Nirman initiative has three key aspects : (1) fair and equitable land 

acquisition, (2) long-term master plan for airport and regional development and (3) balanced 

economics for all stakeholders. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. The expansion will be funded by leveraging the balance sheet of 

Airports Authority of India. 

Hence, option (a) – 1 only is the correct answer. 

Subject) Economics 

 

Q.40)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. The "anti-profiteering" measures enshrined in the GST law 

provide an institutional mechanism to ensure that the full benefits of input tax credits and 

reduced GST rates on supply of goods or services flow to the consumers.  

Statement 2 is correct. Affected consumers who feel the benefit of is not being passed on may 

apply for relief to the Screening Committee in the particular State. In case the incident of 

profiteering relates to an item of mass impact with 'All India' ramification, the application may 

be directly made to the Standing Committee. After forming a prima facie view that there is an 

element of profiteering, the Standing Committee shall refer the matter for detailed investigation 

to the Director General of Safeguards, CBEC, which shall report its findings to the NAA.  

Statement 3 is incorrect. It is to be headed by a senior officer of the level of Secretary to the 

Government of India with four Technical Members from the Centre and/or the States. 

Hence, option c – 1 and 2 only is the right answer choice. 

Knowledge Base)  

Powers of NAA: If NAA confirms there is a necessity to apply anti-profiteering measures, it 
has the authority to order the supplier / business concerned to reduce its prices or return 
the undue benefit availed by it along with interest to the recipient of the goods or services. If 
the undue benefit cannot be passed on to the recipient, it can be ordered to be deposited in 
the Consumer Welfare Fund. In extreme cases, the NAA can impose a penalty on the 
defaulting business entity and even order the cancellation of its registration under GST.  

Subject) Economics 

 

Q.41)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct: The objectives of the FATF are to set standards and promote 

effective implementation of legal, regulatory and operational measures for combating money 
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laundering, terrorist financing and other related threats to the integrity of the international 

financial system.)It is an inter-governmental body established in 1989 by the Ministers of its 

Member jurisdictions. The FATF monitors the progress of its members in implementing 

necessary measures, reviews money laundering and terrorist financing techniques and 

counter-measures, and promotes the adoption and implementation of appropriate measures 

globally.  In collaboration with other international stakeholders, the FATF works to identify 

national-level vulnerabilities with the aim of protecting the international financial system from 

misuse. 

Statement 2 is correct: Pakistan is to be added to the FATF Greylist in June 2018 for its 

ineffectiveness to deal with Islamic Terrorism. This would affect Pakistan’s economy as 

investments in Pakistan would go down. Pakistan was earlier in the FATF greylist from 2012-

2015. 

Hence, option (c) – Both 1 and 2 is the correct answer. 

Subject) IR - Org 

Source) https://thediplomat.com/2018/03/how-will-being-on-the-fatf-grey-list-actually-

impact-pakistan/ 

http://www.fatf-gafi.org/about/ 

 

Q.42)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Option (a) is correct. The special leave jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and the 

jurisdictions of the Election Commission and the comptroller and auditor general are 

applicable to the state of J&K. 

Option (b) is incorrect. The Supreme Court is authorised to grant in its discretion special 

leave to appeal from any judgement in any matter passed by any court or tribunal in the 

country (except military tribunal and court martial).  

This provision contains the four aspects as under: (i) It is a discretionary power and hence, 

cannot be claimed as a matter of right (Option (c) is correct). (ii) It can be granted in any 

judgement whether final or interlocutory.(Option (d) is correct)  (iii) It may be related to any 

matter—constitutional, civil, criminal, income tax, labour, revenue, advocates, etc. (iv) It can be 

granted against any court or tribunal and not necessarily against a high court (of course, 

except a military court). 

Hence, option b is the correct answer. 

Subject) Polity 

 

Q.43)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Option (a) is the correct answer. The harmonized Master List of sub-sectors, identified 

as infrastructure sub-sectors, is meant to guide all the agencies responsible for supporting 
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infrastructure in various ways. Each financing agency shall be free to spell out its reasons and 

draw its own list of sub-sectors out of the Master List, which it intends to support. 

Subject) Economics 

 

Q.44) 

Ans) a 

Exp) India unveiled Pratyush, an array of computers that can deliver a peak power of 6.8 

petaflops. One petaflop is a million billion floating point operations per second and is a 

reflection of the computing capacity of a system. 

According to a statement by the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pratyush is the 

fourth fastest supercomputer in the world dedicated for weather and climate research, and 

follows machines in Japan, USA and the United Kingdom. It will also move an Indian 

supercomputer from the 300s to the 30s in the Top500 list, a respected international tracker of 

the world’s fastest supercomputers. 

Subject) Science & Tech 

Source) http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-unveils-pratyush-its-fastest-

supercomputer-yet/article22398732.ece 

 

Q.45) 

Ans) d 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct: S-400 is an anti-aircraft weapon system developed in the 1990s 

by Russia. It is also known as “Triumf” Recently, China bought the Missile Defence System 

from Russia. India is trying to procure the same from Russia.Russia is also planning to deliver 

the missile defence system to Turkey by 2020. 

Statement 2 is correct: Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) designed by America is 

an anti-ballistic missile defense system designed to shoot down short-, medium-, and 

intermediate-range ballistic missiles in their terminal phase. It was deployed in South Korea in 

2017. It is a cause of concern for both North Korea and China which fall within its shooting 

range. 

Statement 3 is correct: India has a two tier ballistic missile shield. It protects not only the 

endo atmosphere but also the exo atmosphere. The Prithvi Air Defence(PAD) and Advanced Air 

Defence(AAD) are its components. 

Hence, option (d) – 1, 2 and 3 is the correct answer. 

Subject) Science & Tech 

Source) https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/india-aims-to-conclude-s-400-
deal-with-russia-during-sitharamans-moscow-visit/articleshow/63159127.cms 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/0/thaad-south-koreas-best-defence-against-missile-
attack/ 
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http://www.newsweek.com/india-launches-star-wars-missile-defense-china-pakistan-join-
forces-762347 

 

Q.46)  

Ans) a 

Exp) A financial bill (I) is a bill that contains not only any or all the matters mentioned in 

Article 110, but also other matters of general legislation. For instance, a bill that contains a 

borrowing clause, but does not exclusively deal with borrowing. In two respects, a financial bill 

(I) is similar to a money bill—(a) both of them can be introduced only in the Lok Sabha and not 

in the Rajya Sabha, and (b) both of them can be introduced only on the recommendation of the 

president. In all other respects, a financial bill (I) is governed by the same legislative procedure 

applicable to an ordinary bill. Hence, it can be either rejected or amended by the Rajya Sabha. 

Therefore the process of Introduction is same and passage is different. 

Hence, option (a) is the correct choice. 

Subject) Polity 

 

Q.47)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Option (a) is correct. Joint sitting can be called in case of both kinds of financial bills. 

Option (b) and (c) are incorrect. While in case of Money bill, the RS can only suggest 

amendments, in case of Constitutional Amendment Bill, both the houses have to pass it 

separately. 

Hence, option (a) is the correct answer. 

Subject) Polity 

 

Q.48)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Option (a) is correct. Article 352 defines the term ‘Cabinet’ as the council consisting of 

the Prime Minister and other ministers of the Cabinet rank. 

Option (b) is incorrect. Martial Law has been used but not defined in the Constitution. 

Option (c) and (d) are incorrect. President’s Rule and Judicial Review are nowhere mentioned 

in the Constitution. 

Hence, option (a) is the correct answer. 

Subject) Polity 
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Q.49)  

Ans)  (This Question has been removed and marks awarded to all as the question should 

have been on Brahmaputra River Basin and not on Brahmaputra River) 

Exp)  

Subject) Geography 

 

Q.50)  

Ans) c 

Exp) The President can remove the chairman or any other member of UPSC from the office 

under the following circumstances: (a) If he is adjudged an insolvent (that is, has gone 

bankrupt); (b) If he engages, during his term of office, in any paid employment outside the 

duties of his office; or (c) If he is, in the opinion of the president, unfit to continue in office by 

reason of infirmity of mind or body. In addition to these, the president can also remove the 

chairman or any other member of UPSC for misbehaviour. However, in this case, the president 

has to refer the matter to the Supreme Court for an enquiry. If the Supreme Court, after the 

enquiry, upholds the cause of removal and advises so, the president can remove the chairman 

or a member. Under the provisions of the Constitution, the advice tendered by the Supreme 

Court in this regard is binding on the president. 

The grounds of removal of Judges are two—proved misbehaviour or incapacity. 

The ground for impeachment of President- Violation of the Constitution. 

Hence, option (c) is the correct answer. 

Subject) Polity 

 

Q.51)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Ganj in medieval India refers to grain markets. 

Hence option A is correct. 

Subject) Medieval India 

Source) Medieval India NCERT Reference book. 

 

Q.52)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. Its aim is to safeguard the fast-eroding Majuli island — Asia’s 

largest riverine island — using research carried out on floating ‘B4’ boat labs along the 

Brahmaputra river. 
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Statement 2 is correct. The project will “constantly monitor” the impact of various 

environmental and anthropological factors that affect the river and conduct research to 

mitigate the effects. 

Statement 3 is correct. The Department of Biotechnology (DBT) under the Ministry of Science 

& Technology  in collaboration with DONER, is implementing the program. 

Hence, option a is the correct answer choice. 

Subject) Environment – Org 

 

Q.53) 

Ans) c 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct:Shruti refers to “that which has been heard”. It consists of 

eternal truths.  Aranyakas, Veda, Brahmanas and Upanishads are examples of Shruti. 

Statement 2 is correct: Smriti refers to “That which has been remembered”. This is just 

supplementary to Shrutis. It can change over time and are not indisputable or eternal. All the 

post vedic literatures are said to be Smriti texts. These include Vedangas, Puranas, Ithihasa, 

Tantra, Angamas etc.  

Both statements 1 and 2 are correct.Hence c is the correct answer. 

Subject) Ancient History 

Source) https://www.britannica.com/topic/Smriti 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Shruti 

 

Q.54)  

Ans) c 

Exp) option c is the correct answer choice. 

Amazon river The Amazon and its tributaries flow through the countries of Peru, Bolivia, 

Venezuela,Colombia, Ecuador, and Brazil before emptying into the Atlantic Ocean.  

Colorado river Colorado River is a major river of North America, rising in the Rocky Mountains 

of Colorado, U.S., and flowing generally west and south for into the Gulf of California in 

northwestern Mexico.  

Orange river Orange River in southern Africa is one of the longest rivers on the continent. The 

river flows to the Atlantic Ocean. The Orange traverses the veld region of South Africa, after 

which it defines the southern limit of the Kalahari and bisects the southern Namib before 

draining into the Atlantic at Alexander Bay. Along its course the river forms the eastern 

boundary of the South African province of Free State, as well as the boundary between Namibia 

and South Africa. 
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Darling river Darling River is the longest member of the Murray–Darling river system in 

Australia; it rises in several headstreams in the Great Dividing Range, near the New South 

Wales–Queensland border and flows southwest across New South Wales to join the Murray. 

Subject) Geography 

 

Q.55)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. The scheme UDAN envisages providing connectivity to un-served 

and underserved airports of the country through revival of existing air-strips and airports. To 

make flying accessible and affordable for the masses in the regionally important cities, the 

RCS-UDAN scheme was launched 

Statement 2 is correct. UDAN is an innovative scheme to develop the regional aviation 

market. It is a market-based mechanism in which airlines bid for seat subsidies. The operators 

could seek a Viability Gap Funding (VGF) apart from getting various concessions. All route 

proposals would be offered for competitive bidding through a reverse bidding mechanism and 

the route would be awarded to the participant quoting the lowest VGF per Seat.  

Hence, option c is the correct answer. 

Subject) Economics 

 

Q.56)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Buenos Aires Plan of Action (BAPA) for Promoting and Implementing Technical Cooperation 

among Developing Countries was passed by the United Nations General Assembly in 1978. In 

1974, a special unit was created for promoting and implementing technical cooperation among 

Developing Countries.   

After the Buenos Aires Plan of Action was passed, the special unit was renamed as the United 

Nations Office for South South Cooperation.UNOSSC receives policy directives and guidance 

from UNGA and through its subsidiary body, the High-level Committee on South-South 

Cooperation. UNOSSC submits its strategic planning frameworks to the UNDP, UNFPA and 

UNOPS Executive Board for approval and funding. 

Hence option B is the correct answer. 

Subject) IR - Org 

Source) https://www.unsouthsouth.org/about/about-unossc/ 
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Q.57)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Option a is incorrect. A Constitutional Amendment Bill cannot be rejected by the 

President.  

Option b is incorrect. President may return the bill for reconsideration of the Houses. If the 

bill is passed by both the Houses again with or without amendments and presented to the 

President for his assent, the president must give his assent to the bill. Thus the president 

enjoys only a ‘suspensive veto’. 

Option c is correct. When a state bill is reserved by the governor for the consideration of the 

President, the President has three alternatives: (a) He may give his assent to the bill, the bill 

then becomes an act. (b) He may withhold his assent to the bill, the bill then ends and does not 

become an Act. (c) He may return the bill for reconsideration of the House or Houses of the 

state legislature. When a bill is so returned, the House or Houses have to reconsider it within 

six months. If the bill is passed by the House or Houses again with or without amendments 

and presented to the president for his assent, the president is not bound to give his assent to 

the bill. He may give his assent to such a bill or withhold his assent.  

Hence option c is the correct choice. 

Subject) Polity 

Source) Lakshmikanth 

 

Q.58)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. The circulation of wind in the atmosphere is driven by the 

rotation of the earth and the incoming energy from the sun. Wind circulates in each 

hemisphere in three distinct cells which help transport energy and heat from the equator to the 

poles. The winds are driven by the energy from the sun at the surface as warm air rises and 

colder air sinks. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. Southern Hemisphere as compared to Northern Hemisphere has 

less landmass. 

Statement 3 is correct. Calm conditions prevail here despite the low pressure because as the 

air from subtropical high pressure belt reaches the margins of this belt, it warms up and 

ascends vertically instead of flowing horizontally. Thus only vertical currents are found in this 

belt. So it is also called doldrums. 

Hence, option a is the correct answer choice. 

Subject) Geography 
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Q.59)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Option A is correct: Malwares are malicious softwares intentionally designed to cause 

damage to a system.  Saposhi is a malware, which is capable of taking over electronic devices 

and turning them into ‘bots’. The bots can be then used for any purpose, including a 

Distributed Denial Of Service attack which, with enough firepower, can cripple entire 

industries. Zeus malware was used to steal sensitive data from industries like finance, 

government, manufacturing and services. 

Option B is incorrect: Ransom wares are softwares which lock you out of your system till a 

certain amount of money is paid. It hold the system to ransom. Examples of Ransomware 

include WannaCry and NotPetya. 

Option C is incorrect: Cryptocurrencies are virtual currencies which can be mined from the 

internet. It uses blockchain technology. Examples of cryptocurrency includes Bitcoin, 

Ethereum, Zcash etc. 

Option D is incorrect: AI game players have been programmed to imitate human intelligence 

while playing a game. Most of the computer and video games in which one of the players is the 

computer itself, is an example of Artificial Intelligence Game player.  The most famous example 

is: Google’s DeepMind, one of the world’s foremost AI research teams, created the AlphaGo 

player that beat South Korean Go champion Lee Sedol in 2016. 

Hence option a is correct. 

Subject) Science Tech 

Source) http://indianexpress.com/article/technology/technology-others/india-third-most-

attacked-nation-by-zeus-malware-websense/ 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/threat-of-new-malware-looms-over-

cyberspace/article22936354.ece 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/india-most-targeted-country-for-

ransomware-attacks-sophos-survey-118031400792_1.html 

 

Q.60) 

Ans) a 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct: Permanent Court of Arbitration(PCA) was  established by the 

Convention for the Pacific Settlement of International Disputes, during the first Hague Peace 

Conference in 1899. Its main objective was to strengthen international dispute settlement 

mechanism in order to avoid wars. It was the first international dispute resolution mechanism. 

it was formed even before The international Court of Justice. 

Statement 2 is incorrect:The International Court of Justice is composed of 15 judges, who 

are elected for terms of office of nine years by the United Nations General Assembly and the 

Security Council. 
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Statement 3 is incorrect: The International Criminal Court investigates and tries individuals 

charged with the gravest crimes of concern to the international community: genocide, war 

crimes, crimes against humanity and the crime of aggression. The International Court of 

Justice does not deal with these crimes. it looks into disputes between the member states and 

gives its advice on legal matters as sought by the other UN bodies. 

Only statement 1 is correct. Hence A is the correct answer.  

Subject) IR - Org 

Source) http://www.icj-cij.org/en/court 

https://pca-cpa.org/en/about/ 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/about 

 

Q.61)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. E-way bill is required to be generated only where the value of the 

consignment exceeds Rs. 50000/-. For smaller value consignments, no e-way bill is required. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. Public conveyance has also been included as a mode of transport 

and the responsibility of generating e-way bill in case of movement of goods by public transport 

would be that of the consignor or consignee. Railways has been exempted from generation and 

carrying of e-way bill with the condition that without the production of e-way bill, railways will 

not deliver the goods to the recipient. 

Hence, option a is the correct answer. 

Subject) Economics 

 

Q.62)  

Ans) d 

Exp) WEAKNESSES OF TRIBAL UPRISINGS 

• These uprisings were massive in totality but were, in fact, localised and isolated. 

• They were the result mostly of local grievances. 

• The leadership was semi-feudal in character, backward looking, traditional in outlook and 

their resistance represented no societal alternative. 

• These rebellions were centuries old in form and ideological-cultural content. 

• The less recalcitrant of these were pacified through concessions by the authorities. 

Options a, b and c are correct. Hence option d is the correct answer. 

Subject) Modern India 
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Q.63)  

Ans) b 

Exp) 

Subject) Scheme 

 

Q.64)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Option a is the correct answer. OPEC members charging the so-called premium from 

Asian buyers is an issue raised by India time and again at the OPEC summit. For decades, 

India and other Asian countries have paid a price of up to $6 a barrel more than the US or 

European refiners to the West Asian producers.  

Subject) Economics 

 

Q.65)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. The UN Environment Emissions Gap Report 2017 presents an 

assessment of current national mitigation efforts and the ambitions countries have presented 

in their Nationally Determined Contributions, which form the foundation of the Paris 

Agreement. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. The report says full implementation of the unconditional Nationally 

Determined Contributions (NDCs) could result in a temperature increase of about 3.2° C by 

2100 relative to pre-industrial levels, while full implementation of conditional NDCs would 

marginally lower that projection by about 0.2°C. Thus, effectively, the goal of the Paris 

Agreement on climate change to keep global temperature rise this century to well below 2 

degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels will not be met. 

Hence, option a is the correct answer choice. 

Subject) Environment - Org 
 
 
Q.66)  
 

Ans) d 

Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. They move anticlockwise in January and clockwise in July. 

This motion can be explained as their response to the apparent movement of ITCZ, towards 

North in July and towards South in January.  

Statement 2 is incorrect. The ocean currents remain warm throughout the year.  

Hence, option d is the correct answer. 
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Knowledge Base) Indian ocean is half an ocean, hence the behavior of the North Indian Ocean 

Currents is different from that of Atlantic Ocean Currents or the Pacific Ocean Currents. Also, 

monsoon winds in Northern Indian ocean are peculiar to the region, which directly influence 

the ocean surface water movement [North Indian Ocean Currents]. 

Subject) Geography 

 

Q.67)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Option 1 is correct. Malabar Civet is considered to be one of the world’s rarest 

mammals. It is endemic to India and was first reported from Travancore, Kerala. It is nocturnal 

in nature and found exclusively in the Western Ghats. 

Sispara day gecko is a large gecko which dwells usually in forests, it is largely insectivorous 

and is active by night. Distribution: Endemic to Western Ghats, and found in Sispara, Nilgiris, 

Kavalai near Cochin. 

Lion Tailed Macaque Mainly arboreal, this species prefers the upper canopy of primary tropical 

evergreen rainforest but may also be found in monsoon forest in hilly country and in disturbed 

forest. This species is endemic to the Western Ghats hill ranges in southwestern India in the 

states of Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu. 

Nilgiri Tahr - present distribution of the Nilgiri tahr is limited to approximately 5% of the 

Western Ghats in southern India, in Kerala and Tamil Nadu in southern India (Shackleton, 

1997; Grubb, 2005),  

Option 2 is incorrect. While Malabar civet and day gecko are critically endangered, Nilgiri 

Tahr and Lion Tailed Macaque are endangered. 

Option 3 is incorrect. Only Malabar civet is nocturnal. 

Subject) Environment 

 

Q.68)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct: Recently, South Korea and North Korea held a summit in 

Panmunjom,  a small village located in the the demilitarised zone separating the two Koreas. 

After a truce was declared in 1953, Panmunjom was designated as the one place where officials 

from both sides could meet. Neither North nor South Korea have jurisdiction over Panmunjom. 

The United Nations Command administers the site. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: It was decided at the meeting that necessary steps would be taken 

to formally declare the end of the Korean War. The meeting has just marked the beginning of 

the end and not the end per se. 

Hence option A is correct. 

Subject) IR 
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Source) https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/26/korean-summit-everything-you-

need-to-know 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/korean-war-ends-kim-jong-un-moon-jae-

in-north-south-summit-latest-news-a8324976.html 

https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/7-things-to-know-about-panmunjom-the-truce-

village-where-time-stands-still 

 

Q.69)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Sattriya Nritya is not listed on the UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage LIst. For the 

complete list and year of incorporation see the link below.  

Hence, option (d) is the correct answer.  

Subject) Art and Culture 

Source) https://ich.unesco.org/en/state/india-IN?info=elements-on-the-lists 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=176981 

 

Q.70)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. Charvaka philosophy deals with the materialistic philosophy + 

also known as the Lokayata Philosophy – the philosophy of the masses. 

According to Charvaka there is no other world. Hence, death is the end of humans & pleasures 

the ultimate object in life. Charvaka recognizes no existence other than this material world. 

Charvaka denied the presence of any divinity or supernatural agency (God, soul, & heaven) & 

accepted only reality of existence as things exist & which can be experienced by human senses. 

According to him Brahamanas manufactured rituals to acquire gifts (Dakshina) 

Statement 2 is correct. It is generally believed that Sankhya Philosophy is dualistic and not 

monistic because it has two entities, purush (spirit) and prakriti (nature) in it. Reality is 

constituted of two principles one female and other male i.e. Prakriti, Purusha respectively; both 

are completely independent & absolute 

Statement 3 is correct. Vedanta says Brahman is true, the world is false and self and 

Brahman are not different with Brahmana existent, unchanging, the highest truth and the 

ultimate knowledge. 

Hence, option (d) - 1, 2 and 3 is the correct answer.  

Subject) Art and Culture 
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Q.71)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. The negative point of petcoke is the sulphur content, which goes 

up to 7 per cent. According to studies, it emits 11% more greenhouse gas than coal. 

Statement 2 is correct. It is used as a fuel for the cement industry and also for power 

generating units. In comparison to Indian coal, petcoke — either local or imported — is better 

in properties as a fuel. It has high calorific value (around 8,000 Kcal/kg) compared to 3,500-

4,500 kcal/kg of conventional Indian coal. In other properties like ash content and volatile 

matter it has been found to be superior. 

Statement 3 is correct. As the world's largest consumer of petcoke, India imports over half its 

annual petcoke consumption of about 27 million tonnes, mainly from the United States. Local 

producers include Indian Oil Corp, Reliance Industries and Bharat Petroleum Corp. 

Hence, option c is the correct answer choice. 

Knowledge Base)  

Petcoke is the bottom-of-the-barrel residue while refining crude oil. Coke Gasification Project 

will involve conversion of the petcoke production into synthetic gas (commonly called as 

‘syngas’)..  

Subject) Environment 

 

Q.72)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. It is the agenda of Operation Greens recently announced in 

the Budget. 

Statement 2 is correct. Cabinet has approved the continuation of Rashtriya Krishi Vikas 

Yojana (RKVY) as Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana- Remunerative Approaches for Agriculture and 

Allied sector Rejuvenation (RKVY-RAFTAAR) for three years i.e. 2017-18 to 2019-20. It works 

with the objective of making farming as a remunerative economic activity through 

strengthening the farmer's effort, risk mitigation and promoting agri-business 

entrepreneurship. 

Statement 3 is incorrect. RKVY-RAFTAAR funds would be provided to the States as 60:40 

grants between Centre and States (90:10 for North Eastern States and Himalayan States) 

Hence option b is the correct answer. 

Subject) Economics 

 

Q.73)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct: 2017 Nobel Chemistry Prize has been awarded to Jacques 

Dubochet (University of Lausanne, Switzerland) Joachim Frank (Columbia University, New 
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York) and Richard Henderson (MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology, Cambridge, U.K.)  for 

developing cryo-electron microscopy for the high-resolution structure determination of 

biomolecules in solution. 

Statement 2 is correct: Cryo electron microscopy,Zika virus was studied in detail. It helped 

identify the working of the virus.  

Statement 3 is correct: Using cryo electron microscopy,researchers can freeze biomolecules 

mid-movement and visualise processes they have never previously seen, which is decisive for 

both the basic understanding of life's chemistry and for the development of pharmaceuticals. 

Earlier it was not possible to examine microorganisms at atomic scale without killing them. 

All statements 1,2 and 3 are correct. Hence, option d is the answer. 

Subject) Science Tech 

Source) http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/2017-nobel-prize-in-chemistry-all-you-

need-to-know/article19797023.ece 

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/2017-chemistry-nobel-three-share-prize-for-

developing-cryo-electron-microscopy/article19796023.ece 

 

Q.74) 

Ans) a 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct: Reusable Launch Vehicle – Technology Demonstrator (RLV-TD) would 

enable low cost access to space. The configuration of RLV-TD is similar to that of an aircraft. It 

combines the complexity of both launch vehicles and aircraft. The winged RLV-TD has been 

configured to act as a flying test bed to evaluate various technologies, namely, hypersonic 

flight, autonomous landing and powered cruise flight. In future, this vehicle will be scaled up to 

become the first stage of India’s reusable two stage orbital launch vehicle. 

Statement 2 is correct: The Scramjet engine designed by ISRO uses Hydrogen as fuel and the 

Oxygen from the atmospheric air as the oxidiser. It works on the principle of Air Propulsion 

Breathing System. It would reduce the cost of launching satellites as they would have to carry 

less fuel. 

Statement 3 is incorrect: Cryogenic engines work at very low temperatures. the fuels :Oxygen 

liquifies at -183 deg C and Hydrogen at -253 deg C. A Cryogenic rocket stage is more efficient 

and provides more thrust for every kilogram of propellant it burns compared to solid and earth-

storable liquid propellant rocket stages. Specific impulse (a measure of the efficiency) 

achievable with cryogenic propellants (liquid Hydrogen and liquid Oxygen) is much higher 

compared to earth storable liquid and solid propellants, giving it a substantial payload 

advantage. India has developed an indigenous cryogenic engine. 

Only statements 1 and 2 are correct. Hence option A is the answer. 

Subject) Science Tech 
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Source) https://www.isro.gov.in/gslv-d5-gsat-14/indigenous-cryogenic-engine-and-stage 

https://www.isro.gov.in/launcher/rlv-td 

https://www.isro.gov.in/launcher/scramjet-engine-td 

 

Q.75)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Pair 1 is incorrectly matched. Shore Temple at Mahabalipuram was built by Pallavas. 

The shore temple at Mahabalipuram was built later, probably in the reign of Narasimhavarman 

II, also known as Rajasimha who reigned from 700 to 728 CE. 

Pair 2 is correctly matched. The magnificent Shiva temple of Thanjavur, called the 

Rajarajeswara or Brihadiswara temple, was completed around 1009 by Rajaraja Chola, and is 

the largest and tallest of all Indian temples. 

Pair 3 is incorrectly matched. The temple is dedicated to Virupaksha, a form of Shiva. The 

temple was built by Lakkan Dandesha, a nayaka (chieftain) under the ruler Deva Raya II of the 

Vijayanagara Empire. Hampi, capital of the Vijayanagara empire, sits on the banks of the 

Tungabhadra River. 

Subject) Art and Culture 

Source) NCERT Class 11th Textbook on Fine Arts Page 84 - 89  

 

Q.76)  

Ans) c 

Exp) The 97th Constitutional Amendment Act of 2011 gave a constitutional status and 

protection to co-operative societies. In this context, it made the following three changes in the 

constitution: 

1. It made the right to form co-operative societies a fundamental right (Article 19). Statement 1 

is correct. 

2. It included a new Directive Principle of State Policy on promotion of cooperative societies 

(Article 43-B). statement 2 is correct. 

3. It added a new Part IX-B in the Constitution which is entitled “The Cooperative Societies” 

(Articles 243-ZH to 243-ZT). 

Hence option c is the correct choice. 

Subject) Polity 
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Q.77)  

 

Ans) C 

 

Exp) Statements 1 and 3 are incorrect. Statement 2 is correct. Refer to the table below:  

Before a loan account turns into a NPA, banks are required to identify incipient stress in the 

account by creating three sub-categories under the Special Mention Account (SMA1) category 

as given in the table below: 

SMA Sub-categories Basis for classification 

SMA-0 Principal or interest payment not overdue for more than 30 days but 

account showing signs of incipient stress 

SMA-1 Principal or interest payment overdue between 31-60 days 

SMA-2 Principal or interest payment overdue between 61-90 days 

 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will set up a Central Repository of Information on Large Credits 

(CRILC) to collect, store, and disseminate credit data to lenders. 

Statement 4 is correct. A soon as an account is reported by any of the lenders to CRILC as 

SMA-2, they should mandatorily form a committee to be called Joint Lenders’ Forum (JLF) if 

the aggregate exposure (AE) of lenders in that account is Rs 100 crores and above. Lenders also 

have the option of forming a JLF even when the AE in an account is less than Rs.100 crores 

and/or when the account is reported as SMA-0 or SMA-1. 

Hence option c is the correct answer. 

Subject) Economics 

 

Q.78) 

Ans) b 

Exp) Option A is incorrect:  National Initiative for Developing & Harnessing Innovation 

(NIDHI), a programme to address the complete chain of innovation ecosystem right from 

scouting to  mentoring to scaling up  innovations.  launched by DST.  Establishment of a 

research park at IIT Gandhinagar has been supported at a cost of Rs.90 cr. 

Option B is correct: The objective of VAJRA is  to connect the Indian academic and research 

and development (R&D) systems to the best of global science and scientists for a sustained 

international collaborative research. 
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Option C is incorrect: Overseas Doctoral Fellowship scheme aimed to impart research 

training of Ph.D. Scholars in Indian institutions for collaborative research abroad was 

launched by SERB. Fellowship would be for a period upto 12 months. 

Option D is incorrect: Scheme for young scientists and technologists aims to encourage 

academic institutions, national labs and other S&T institutions (including voluntary 

organizations) to develop societal projects involving young scientists & technologist. 

Hence b is the answer. 

Subject) Science Tech 

Source) http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=169081 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=155883 

 

Q.79)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct.  NFRA is setup as an independent regulator for the auditing 

profession and is a key change brought in by the Companies Act, 2013.  

Statement 2 is correct. The jurisdiction of NFRA is investigation of Chartered Accountants 

and their firms under section 132 of the Act and it would extend to listed companies and large 

unlisted public companies. 

Statement 3 is incorrect. The inherent regulatory role of ICAI as provided for in the Chartered 

Accountants Act, 1949 shall continue in respect of its members in general and specifically with 

respect to audits pertaining to private limited companies, and public unlisted companies below 

the threshold limit to be notified in the rules. 

Hence option b is the correct answer. 

Subject) Economics 

 

Q.80)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Option c is correct choice. The Partnership for Land Use Science (Forest-Plus) is a joint 

programme by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) to strengthen capacity for REDD 

(Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation) implementation in India. The 

programme brings together experts from India and the United States to develop technologies, 

tools and methods of forest management to meet the technical challenges of managing forests 

for the health of ecosystem, carbon stocks, biodiversity and livelihood. 

Subject) Environment 
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Q.81)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. The law aims to consolidate the laws relating to insolvency. In 

India, the legal and institutional machinery for dealing with debt default has not been in line 

with global standards. The recovery action by creditors through the Contract Act or through 

laws such as the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institutions Act, 1993 and the 

Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest 

Act, 2002, has not had desired outcomes. Action through the Sick Industrial Companies 

(Special Provisions) Act, 1985 and the winding up provisions of the Companies Act, 1956 have 

neither been able to aid recovery for lenders nor aid restructuring of firms.  

Statement 2 is correct. Debt Recovery Tribunal and National Company Law Tribunal to act as 

Adjudicating Authority and deal with the cases related to insolvency, liquidation and 

bankruptcy process in respect of individuals and unlimited partnership firms and in respect of 

companies and limited liabilities entities respectively.  

Statement 3 is correct. Establishment of an Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India to 

exercise regulatory oversight over insolvency professionals, insolvency professional agencies 

and information utilities.  

Hence, Option c is the correct answer choice. 

Subject) Economics 

 

Q.82) 

Ans) b 

Exp) 

Knowledge Base) 

Option A is incorrect: The direct election is not responsible for the ongoing political crisis.  

Option B is correct: The ongoing crisis in Maldives can be attributed to the Presidential form 

of government where too much power is concentrated in the hands of the President. The 

present President Abdulla Yameen has taken this opportunity to eliminate his opponents and 

concentrate powers in his hands. 

Option C is incorrect: Unicameral legislature is a feature of the Maldivian Government and is 

not responsible for the crisis. It can act as a check and balance against the dictatorial trends of 

the president. 

Option D is incorrect: The legal system of Maldives is mainly based on the Islamic Law. It is 

not responsible for the ongoing political crisis. 

Hence option B is correct. 

Subject) IR 

Source) https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-type-of-government-does-maldives-

have.html 
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Q.83)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct. The General Council convenes as the Dispute Settlement Body 

(DSB) to deal with disputes between WTO members. The DSB is, in effect, a session of the 

General Council of the WTO: that is, all of the representatives of the WTO member 

governments. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. DSB uses a special decision procedure known as 'reverse 

consensus' or 'consensus against' that makes it almost certain that the Panel 

recommendations in a dispute will be accepted. The process requires that the 

recommendations of the Panel should be adopted "unless" there is a consensus of the members 

against adoption.  

Statement 3 is incorrect. There is no concept of punishment; it can just ask the losing nation 

to adjust its laws and regulations accordingly. 

Hence option b is the correct answer. 

Subject) Economics 

 

Q.84) 

Ans) c 

Exp) Option A is incorrect:  L1-A visa is a non-immigrant visa which allows overseas 

companies to transfer executives and managers including business owners for up to seven 

years. 

Option B is incorrect: It is not a non immigrant visa. 

Option C is correct: HI-B visa is a non-immigrant visa that allows US companies to employ 

graduate level workers in specialty occupations that require theoretical or technical expertise in 

specialized fields. 

Option D is incorrect: It is not a non immigrant visa. 

Hence option C is correct. 

Subject) IR 

Source) http://workpermit.com/immigration/usa/us-h-1b-visa-specialty-workers 

 

Q.85) 

Ans) c 

Exp) Statement 1 is correct:  Kerala has the highest life expectancy of 77.8 years while 

Assam has the lowest life expectancy of 65.5. The Vice President while releasing the India:State 

Level Disease Burden Report mentioned that the gap between the highest life expectancy in an 

Indian state and the lowest life expectancy is currently 11 years. 
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Statement 2 is  correct: The report noted that every State in India has a higher burden from 

non-communicable diseases and injuries than from infectious diseases 

Statement 3 is incorrect: It was found that air pollution and tobacco is the major cause of 

death in India. 

Only statements 1 and 2 is correct.Hence option c is correct. 

Subject) Science Tech 

Source) http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=173479 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=173497 

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/burden-of-disease-shifts-to-non-communicable-

ailments/article20445793.ece 

 

Q.86)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Option a is incorrect. These are Statutory bodies under Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act 

(2013) 

Option b is incorrect. The Prime Minister has been brought under the purview of the Lokpal 

with subject matter exclusions and specific process for handling complaints against the Prime 

Minister. 

Option c is correct. The Lokpal will have the power of superintendence and direction over any 

investigating agency, including the CBI, for cases referred to them by the Lokpal. 

Option d is incorrect. Institutions which are financed fully or partly by Government are under 

the jurisdiction of Lokpal, but institutions aided by Government are excluded. 

Hence option c is the correct answer. 

Subject) Polity 

 

Q.87) 

Ans) d 

Exp) Option A is incorrect: It is not a Herbicide tolerant strain used in genetically modified 

crops. 

Option B is incorrect: No vaccine has been invented for chikungunya. 

Option C is incorrect: Examples of cryptocurrencies include Bitcoin, Ripple, Litecoin. 

Option D is correct: CRISPR-Cas9 is a gene editing technology. CRISPR is an acronym for 

Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short Palindromic Repeat.CRISPR-Cas9 is a unique 

technology that enables geneticists and medical researchers to edit parts of the genome by 

removing, adding or altering sections of the DNA sequence. Cas9 is an enzyme that acts as a 
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pair of ‘molecular scissors’ that can cut the two strands of DNA at a specific location in the 

genome so that bits of DNA can then be added or removed. 

Guide RNA “guides” the Cas-9 to the right part of the genome to be modified. 

Hence option D is correct. 

Subject) Science Tech 

Source) http://sitn.hms.harvard.edu/flash/2014/crispr-a-game-changing-genetic-

engineering-technique/ 

 

Q.88)  

Ans) b 

Exp) 

Subject) Scheme 

 

Q.89)  

Ans) c 

Exp) 

Subject) Scheme 

 

Q.90)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. It is guaranteed under Article 20 and not under Article 21. 

Statement 2 is correct. It is guaranteed under the expanded definition of article 21 by the SC. 

Statement 3 is incorrect. It is not a Fundamental Right. 

Knowledge Base) Rights under Article 21 by SC: 

(1) Right to live with human dignity. (2) Right to decent environment including pollution free 

water and air and protection against hazardous industries. (3) Right to livelihood. (4) Right to 

privacy. (5) Right to shelter. (6) Right to health. (7) Right to free education up to 14 years of 

age. (8) Right to free legal aid. (9) Right against solitary confinement. (10) Right to speedy trial. 

(11) Right against handcuffing. (12) Right against inhuman treatment. (13) Right against 

delayed execution. (14) Right to travel abroad. (15) Right against bonded labour. (16) Right 

against custodial harassment. (17) Right to emergency medical aid. (18) Right to timely medical 

treatment in government hospital. (19) Right not to be driven out of a state. (20) Right to fair 

trial. (21) Right of prisoner to have necessities of life. (22) Right of women to be treated with 

decency and dignity. (23) Right against public hanging. (24) Right to hearing. (25) Right to 

information. (26) Right to reputation. (27) Right of appeal from a judgement of conviction (28) 

Right to social security and protection of the family (29) Right to social and economic justice 
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and empowerment (30) Right against bar fetters (31) Right to appropriate life insurance policy 

(32) Right to sleep (33) Right to freedom from noise pollution (34) Right to electricity 

Subject) Polity 

 

Q.91)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Option d is the correct answer. IT is a biennial report by Yale and Columbia Universities 

along with the World Economic Forum.  

Subject) Environment 

 

Q.92)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Article 94(c): Speaker may be removed from his office by a resolution of the House of the 

People passed by a majority of all the then members of the House. 

Hence option b is the correct choice. 

Knowledge Base) This majority is used for the removal of Speaker and Deputy Speaker of Lok 

Sabha and Chairman and Deputy chairman of Rajya sabha.. 

Subject) Polity 

Source) Lakshmikanth 

 

Q.93)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Nehru Report- August 1928 

Initiation of CDM- March 1930 

Gandhi Irwin Pact- March 1931 

Hence option b is the correct answer. 

Subject) Modern India 

 

Q.94)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. REITs are set up as trust under the provisions of the Indian 

Trusts Act, 1882 and are registered with SEBI. Like a mutual fund, it has three parties - 

Trustee, Sponsor(s) and Manager - to avoid any conflict of interest issues.  
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Statement 2 is incorrect. REITS are regulated by the securities market regulator in India- 

Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI).  

Hence option d is the correct answer. 

 

Knowledge Base)  

Real Estate investment Trusts or REITs are mutual fund like institutions that enable 

investments into the real estate sector by pooling small sums of money from multitude of 

individual investors for directly investing in real estate properties so as to return a portion of 

the income (after deducting expenditures) to unit holders of REITs, who pooled in the money. 

Subject) Economics 

 

Q.95)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Option a is the correct answer. Mission Innovation is a global platform of 23 countries 

and European Union aimed at accelerating clean energy innovations through enhanced 

Government funding, greater public-private sector partnership and enhanced global 

cooperation.  India is founding member of Mission Innovation. 

Subject) Environment 

 

Q.96)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. The President can pardon sentences inflicted by court martial 

(military courts) while the governor cannot. 

Statement 2 is correct. Both President and Governor can suspend, remit or commute a death 

sentence. 

Governor cannot pardon a death sentence. 

Statement 3 is correct. The petitioner for mercy has no right to an oral hearing by the 

President as specified by the Supreme Court. 

Hence option b is the correct answer. 

Subject) Polity 

 

Q.97)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. Advocate General holds office during the pleasure of governor. 

The Attorney General of India holds office during the pleasure of the president. 
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Statement 2 is correct. A governor holds office for a term of five years from the date on which 

he enters upon his office. However, this term of five years is subject to the pleasure of the 

President. 

Statement 3 is correct. Article 75 (a) The Prime Minister shall be appointed by the President 

and the other ministers shall be appointed by the president on the advice of the Prime Minister; 

(b) The ministers shall hold office during the pleasure of the president; and (c) The council of 

ministers shall be collectively responsible to the House of the People. 

Statement 4 is incorrect. CAG is provided with the security of tenure. He can be removed by 

the president only in accordance with the procedure mentioned in the Constitution. Thus, he 

does not hold his office till the pleasure of the president, though he is appointed by him. 

Hence option b is the correct answer. 

Subject) Polity 

 

Q.98)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Mosses and Lichens, Tundra vegetation belong to polar region.  

Steppe/ temperate grasslands occur in the Warm Temperate zone.  

Savannah/ tropical grasslands occur in the Hot zone. 

Equatorial Rainforests occur in the Equatorial zone.  

Hence Option B is correct. 

Subject) Geography 

 

Q.99)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Option a is correct. An amendment of the Constitution can be initiated only by the 

introduction of a bill for the purpose in either House of Parliament and not in the state 

legislatures. 

Option b is correct. The bill can be introduced either by a minister or by a private member 

and does not require prior permission of the president. 

Option c is not correct. The president must give his assent to the bill. He can neither 

withhold his assent to the bill nor return the bill for reconsideration of the Parliament. 

Option d is correct. The bill must be passed in each House by a special majority, that is, a 

majority (that is, more than 50 per cent) of the total membership of the House and a majority of 

two-thirds of the members of the House present and voting. 

Hence option (c) is the correct answer. 

Subject) Polity 
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Q.100)  

Ans) b 

Exp) CVC: They hold office for a term of four years or until they attain the age of sixty five 

years, whichever is earlier. After their tenure, they are not eligible for further employment 

under the Central or a state government. Option a is incorrect. 

CEC: The Constitution has not debarred the retiring election commissioners from any further 

appointment by the government. Option b is correct. 

NHRC: The chairman and members hold office for a term of five years or until they attain the 

age of 70 years, whichever is earlier. After their tenure, the chairman and members are not 

eligible for further employment under the Central or a state government. Option c is incorrect. 

CIC: The Chief Information Commissioner and an Information Commissioner hold office for a 

term of 5 years or until they attain the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier. They are not 

eligible for reappointment. Option d is incorrect. 

Hence option b is the correct answer. 

Subject) Polity 
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