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Q.1) Which of the following is/are located in the South China Sea? 

1. Pratas Island 

2. Shenkaku Island 

3. Paracel Island 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 

 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: Islands in the South China Sea includes Spratly Islands, Pratas Islands, 

Paracel Islands and Macclesfield Bank; islands on the China coast, on the Vietnam coast, 

on the Borneo coast, and the peripheral islands of Taiwan, the Philippines, etc. 

 

 
 

The Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands is a territorial dispute over a group of uninhabited islands 

among Japan, People's Republic of China (PRC) and Republic of China (ROC or Taiwan). 

 

Q.2) Consider the following statements regarding the International Day of Peace: 

1. It is a United Nations sanctioned International Day observed on Mahatma Gandhi’s 

birthday, 2nd October. 

2. The 2020 theme for the International Day of Peace is “Shaping Peace Together”. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: The International Day of Peace is a United Nations-sanctioned holiday 

observed annually on 21 September. 
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The International Day of Peace was established in 1981 by the United Nations General 

Assembly. Two decades later, in 2001, the General Assembly unanimously voted to 

designate the Day as a period of non-violence and cease-fire. 

The 2020 theme for the International Day of Peace is “Shaping Peace Together.” 

 

Q.3) Consider the following statements regarding the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 

Act, 2010: 

1. Any transfer received from a foreign source whether in rupees or foreign currency is 

construed as ‘foreign contribution’ under the Act. 

2. A United Nations specialized agency is not treated as a foreign source under the Act. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. Any donation, delivery or transfer received from a 

‘foreign source’ whether in rupees or in foreign currency is construed as ‘foreign 

contribution’ under FCRA, 2010. Such transactions even in rupees term are considered as 

foreign contribution. 

Statement 2 is correct. United Nations or any of its specialized agencies, the World 

Bank, International Monetary Fund or such other agency as the Central Government may, 

by notification, specify in this behalf are not treated as ‘foreign source’ under the act. 

 

Q.4) Consider the following statements regarding the Business Advisory Committee of 

Lok Sabha: 

1. The Speaker is the ex-officio Chairperson of the committee. 

2. The members are elected by the members of the house among themselves. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: A 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. The Business Advisory Committee of Lok Sabha 

consists of 15 members including the Speaker who is the ex-officio Chairperson. 

The function of the Committee is to recommend the time that should be allotted for the 

discussion of such government legislative and other business as the Speaker, in 

consultation with the Leader of the House, may direct to be referred to the Committee. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. Almost all sections of the House are represented on the 

Committee. 

The members are nominated by the Speaker. In practice, a new Committee after being 

nominated by the Speaker is constituted and assumes office in the first week of June every 

year. Casual vacancies are filled by nomination of new members for the unexpired term of 

the Committee. The Committee generally meets at the beginning of each Session and 

thereafter as and when necessary. 

 

Q.5) Where are Maghreb and Sahel regions located? 

a) South America 
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b) Africa 

c) West Asia 

d) Central America 

 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: The Maghreb is a subregion of North Africa that is effectively a western part 

of the Arab world. The region includes Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, and Tunisia, 

which are all member states of the Arab Maghreb Union. 

The Sahel is the ecoclimatic and biogeographic realm of transition in Africa between the 

Sahara to the north and the Sudanian savanna to the south. 

 

 
 

Q.6) Consider the following statements regarding the CRISPR technology: 

1. It is used to alter DNA sequences and modify gene function. 

2. The Tata CRISPR test is the world’s first diagnostic test to deploy a Cas9 protein to 

successfully detect the SARS-COV-2. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. CRISPR (Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short 

Palindromic Repeats) technology is a tool for editing genomes. It allows researchers to 

easily alter DNA sequences and modify gene function. 

CRISPRs are specialized stretches of DNA. The protein Cas9 (CRISPR-associated-9) is an 

enzyme that acts like a pair of molecular scissors, capable of cutting strands of DNA. 

Its many potential applications include correcting genetic defects, treating and preventing 

the spread of diseases and improving crops. 
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Statement 2 is correct. The Tata CRISPR test, powered by CSIR-IGIB (Institute of 

Genomics and Integrative Biology) FELUDA, received regulatory approvals recently from the 

Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) for commercial launch. 

The Tata CRISPR test is the world’s first diagnostic test to deploy a specially adapted 

Cas9 protein to successfully detect the virus causing Covid-19. 

The Tata CRISPR test achieves accuracy levels of traditional RT-PCR tests, with quicker 

turnaround time, less expensive equipment, and better ease of use. 

# CRISPR technology was adapted from the natural defense mechanisms of bacteria and 

archaea (the domain of single-celled microorganisms). These organisms use CRISPR-derived 

RNA and various Cas proteins, including Cas9, to foil attacks by viruses and other foreign 

bodies. They do so primarily by chopping up and destroying the DNA of a foreign invader. 

When these components are transferred into other, more complex, organisms, it allows for the 

manipulation of genes, or "editing." 

 

Q.7) Consider the following statements regarding the Farmers (Empowerment and 

Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services Bill, 2020: 

1. It provides for a farming agreement between a farmer and a buyer prior to the production 

of any farm produce. 

2. The minimum period of an agreement will be one crop season, or one production cycle of 

livestock. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) 

Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services Bill, 2020 passed by the Parliament 

recently provides for a farming agreement between a farmer and a buyer prior to the 

production or rearing of any farm produce. 

Statement 2 is correct. The minimum period of an agreement will be one crop season, or 

one production cycle of livestock.  The maximum period is five years, unless the production 

cycle is more than five years. 

The price of farming produce should be mentioned in the agreement.  For prices subjected 

to variation, a guaranteed price for the produce and a clear reference for any additional 

amount above the guaranteed price must be specified in the agreement. Further, the 

process of price determination must be mentioned in the agreement. 

A farming agreement must provide for a conciliation board as well as a conciliation 

process for settlement of disputes. 

 

Q.8) Consider the following statements regarding the Farmers' Produce Trade and 

Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Bill, 2020: 

1. It allows intra-state and inter-state trade of farmers’ produce outside premises of market 

yards formed under the state APMC Acts. 

2. It prohibits state governments from levying market fee on farmers for trade of farmers’ 

produce conducted in specific areas. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 
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d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. The Farmers' Produce Trade and Commerce 

(Promotion and Facilitation) Bill, 2020 allows intra-state and inter-state trade of farmers’ 

produce outside: (i) the physical premises of market yards run by market committees 

formed under the state APMC Acts and (ii) other markets notified under the state APMC 

Acts. 

Such trade can be conducted in an ‘outside trade area’, i.e., any place of production, 

collection, and aggregation of farmers’ produce including: (i) farm gates, (ii) factory 

premises, (iii) warehouses, (iv) silos, and (v) cold storages. 

It also permits the electronic trading of scheduled farmers’ produce (agricultural produce 

regulated under any state APMC Act) in the specified trade area. 

Statement 2 is correct. The bill prohibits state governments from levying any market fee, 

cess or levy on farmers, traders, and electronic trading platforms for trade of farmers’ 

produce conducted in an ‘outside trade area’. 

 

Q.9) Which of the following is/are determinants of Minimum Support Price (MSP)? 

1. Demand and supply 

2. Inter-crop price parity 

3. Cost of production 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 

 

Correct answer: D 

Explanation: All of the above are determinants of MSP. It is based on the recommendations 

of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP). 

The idea behind MSP is to give guaranteed prices and assured market to the farmers and 

save them from the price fluctuations. It insulates farmers from the unwarranted 

fluctuation in prices caused by the variation in supply (largely influenced by the monsoon), 

lack of market integration, information asymmetry and other elements of market 

imperfection plaguing the agricultural markets. 

In formulating the recommendations in respect of the level of minimum support prices and 

other non-price measures, the Commission takes into account Cost of production, 

Changes in input prices, Input-output price parity, Trends in market prices, Demand and 

supply, Inter-crop price parity etc. 

 

Q.10) The Ezulwini Consensus relates to which of the following issue? 

a) Reforms in the United Nations 

b) Israel-Palestine peace process 

c) A nuclear weapons free zone agreement 

d) Limiting the spread of Sahar Desert by mitigation measures 

 

Correct answer: A 

Explanation: The Ezulwini Consensus is a position on international relations and reform 

of the United Nations, agreed by the African Union. The consensus is named after 

Ezulwini, a valley in central Swaziland where the agreement was made. 
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The consensus was then adopted at an Extraordinary Session of the Executive Council of 

the African Union, in March 2005, in Addis Ababa. 

The Ezulwini Consensus was followed by the Sirte Declaration of July 2005, which 

required at least two permanent seats and two non-permanent Security Council seats for 

African states. 

 

Q.11) Consider the following statements regarding the Disease transmission: 

1. Droplet transmission occurs when a person is in close contact (within 1 m) with someone 

who has respiratory symptoms. 

2. Airborne transmission refers to situations where droplet nuclei containing 

microorganisms can remain suspended in air for long periods of time. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. Droplet transmission occurs when a person is in in 

close contact (within 1 m) with someone who has respiratory symptoms (e.g., coughing or 

sneezing) and is therefore at risk of having his/her mucosae (mouth and nose) or 

conjunctiva (eyes) exposed to potentially infective respiratory droplets. 

Statement 2 is correct. Airborne transmission refers to situations where droplet nuclei 

(residue from evaporated droplets) or dust particles containing microorganisms can remain 

suspended in air for long periods of time. 

Droplet nuclei, which are generally considered to be particles <5μm in diameter, can 

remain in the air for long periods of time and be transmitted to others over distances 

greater than 1 m. 

 

Q.12) Consider the following statements: 

1. All member countries of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) are participating in 

the Caucasus-2020 military exercise. 

2. Russia is the only transcontinental country between Asia and Europe. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: D 

Explanation: Statement 1 is incorrect. India has pulled out of Russia’s Kavkaz 2020 

(Caucasus-2020) military exercises (September 15-26), where it was scheduled to 

participate alongside other Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) member states. The 

issue of logistics during COVID-19 pandemic has been conveyed as the official reason for 

India’s pull-out. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. Parts of five countries - Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 

Russia, and Turkey - fall within both Europe and Asia, but in every instance the larger 

section is in Asia. 

 

Q.13) Which of the following country(s) recently signed the Abraham Accords? 

1. Jordan 
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2. Israel 

3. Bahrain 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 

 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: Through the recently signed Abraham Accords, Israel and two Arab Gulf 

states, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain, have formally and publicly established 

diplomatic relations. 

The U.A.E. and Bahrain are the third and fourth Arab countries to open diplomatic 

relations with Israel; Egypt and Jordan were the first two. 

# The UAE and Bahrain do not have any territorial dispute with Israel, nor have they ever 

been at war with it. 

 

Q.14) Consider the following statements regarding the Association of World Election 

Bodies (A-WEB): 

1. It provides training programs for election officials of member nations. 

2. The Election Commission of India is a member of the association. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: The National Election Commission of the Republic of Korea first proposed 

the creation of a global election management body institution to the Association of Asian 

Election Authorities (AAEA) in 2010.  

Statement 1 is correct. The A-WEB Secretariat provides training programs for election 

officials of member nations and undertakes country programs at the request of member 

organization, providing support during the election cycle to boost election management 

capacity. 

Statement 2 is correct. Election Commission of India is a member and has been very 

closely associated with the process of formation of A-WEB since 2011-1    ECI hosted   the 

4th General Assembly of A-WEB on 03 Sep 2019 at Bengaluru and took over as Chair of A-

WEB for 2019-2021 term. 

 

Q.15) Consider the following statements regarding the Official Secrets Act (OSA): 

1. The person communicating the secret information as well as the person receiving the 

secret information can be punished under the Act. 

2. Notwithstanding anything in the OSA, a public authority may disclose information under 

Right to Information Act. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Correct answer: C 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. The Official Secrets Act provides punishment for 

spying, espionage, disclosure of secret information.  

Secret information can be any official code, password, sketch, plan, model, article, note, 

document, or information. Under Section 5, both the person communicating the 

information and the person receiving the information can be punished. 

Statement 2 is correct. Section 8 of the Right to Information Act provides for cases of 

exemption from disclosure of information. It further states under clause 8(2) that 

notwithstanding anything in the Official Secrets Act, 1923 nor any of the exemptions 

permissible in under RTI Act Section 8(1), a public authority may allow access to 

information, if public interest in disclosure outweighs the harm to the protected interests. 

Further Section 22 of the RTI Act provides for its primacy vis-a-vis provisions of other 

laws, including OSA. This gives the RTI Act an overriding effect, notwithstanding anything 

inconsistent with the provisions of OSA. 

 

Q.16) Consider the following statements regarding the New START Treaty: 

1. It is a verifiable U.S.-Russian nuclear arms control treaty. 

2. It limits the deployed and non-deployed intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) and 

submarine-launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs). 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: A 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. The New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New 

START) was signed April 8, 2010, in Prague by the United States and Russia. New START 

replaced the 1991 START I treaty, which expired December 2009, and superseded the 2002 

Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty (SORT), which terminated when New START entered 

into force. 

New START is the first verifiable U.S.-Russian nuclear arms control treaty to take effect 

since START I in 1994. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. New START limits went into effect in 2018. It capped accountable 

deployed strategic nuclear warheads and bombs at 1,550, down approximately 30 percent 

from the 2,200 limit set by SORT and down 74 percent from the START-accountable limit of 

6,000. 

 

Deployed intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs), submarine-launched ballistic missiles 

(SLBMs), and heavy bombers assigned to nuclear missions are limited to 700. 

Deployed and non-deployed ICBM launchers, SLBM launchers, and bombers are limited to 

800. 

New START does not limit the number of non-deployed ICBMs and SLBMs, but it does 

monitor them. 

The treaty’s duration is ten years from entry into force (Feb. 2021) unless it is superseded 

by a subsequent agreement and can be extended for an additional five years, until 2026. 

 

Q.17) Which of the following is/are correctly matched? 

1. INS Vikrant -       Indigenous Aircraft Carrier (IAC-I) 

2. Rafale -       Twin-engine multirole fighter aircraft 

3. Astra -       Beyond visual range air-to-air missile 
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Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 

 

Correct answer: D 

Explanation: India’s first Indigenous Aircraft Carrier (IAC-I) INS Vikrant is under 

construction at Kochi Shipyard and is soon expected to undergo sea trials. Since 2017, 

after INS Viraat was decommissioned, India has been operating a single carrier — INS 

Vikramaditya. 

The Dassault Rafale is a twin-jet combat aircraft capable of carrying out a wide range of 

short and long-range missions, including ground and sea attacks, designed and built by 

Dassault Aviation. 

Astra is an all-weather beyond-visual-range air-to-air missile developed by the Defence 

Research and Development Organisation. 

 

Q.18) Consider the following statements regarding the membership of the UN Security 

Council: 

1. Every member of the United Nations has at least once been member of the Security 

Council. 

2. Ten non-permanent members of UNSC are elected for two-year terms by the General 

Assembly. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: Statement 1 is incorrect. More than 50 United Nations Member States 

have never been Members of the Security Council.  

A State which is a Member of the United Nations but not of the Security Council may 

participate, without a vote, in its discussions when the Council considers that country's 

interests are affected.  

Both Members and non-members of the United Nations, if they are parties to a dispute 

being considered by the Council, may be invited to take part, without a vote, in the 

Council's discussions; the Council sets the conditions for participation by a non-member 

State. 

 

Statement 2 is correct. The Council is composed of 15 Members: Five permanent members: 

China, France, Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, and the United States, and ten 

non-permanent members elected for two-year terms by the General Assembly. 

# India’s two-year term will begin on January 1, 2021. 

 

Q.19) Which of the following statement correctly defies the term ‘gig worker’? 

a) Workers outside the traditional employer-employee relationship 

b) Labour working without appropriate remuneration 

c) An employee with written contract of employment for a fixed period 

d) Workers not covered by the social security schemes of the government 
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Correct answer: A 

Explanation: The Code on Social Security, 2020 has defined "gig worker" as a person 

who performs work or participates in a work arrangement and earns from such activities 

outside of traditional employer-employee relationship. 

Traditional workers have a long-term employer-employee relationship in which the worker 

is paid by the hour or year, earning a wage or salary. 

Gig work may include freelancing, temp agency work, self-employment, and subcontracted 

work. 

# NOTE: On September 19, the government withdrew three Bills related to labour laws and 

replaced them with new versions with some changes as– Industrial Relations Code Bill, 2020, 

Code on Social Security Bill, 2020 and Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions 

Code Bill, 2020. 

Questions have been asked previously on the Blog based on these codes, aspirants are 

advised to keep track of the major changes introduced [The Hindu, IE-Explained, ForumIAS 9 

PM Current Affairs Brief]. 

 

Q.20) Which of the following country(s) shares border with the Black Sea? 

1. Belarus 

2. Bulgaria 

3. Georgia 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 

 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: Six countries border with the Black Sea, including Ukraine to the north, 

Russia and Georgia to the east, Turkey to the south, and Bulgaria and Romania to the 

west. 
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Q.21) Consider the following statements regarding the United Nations Security Council 

(UNSC): 

1. As per UN Charter the primary responsibility for maintaining international peace and 

security rests with UNSC. 

2. ‘Coffee Club’ group of countries advocate consensus based decision on any expansion of 

the Security Council. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. The United Nations Charter established six main 

organs of the United Nations, including the Security Council. It gives primary responsibility 

for maintaining international peace and security to the Security Council, which may meet 

whenever peace is threatened. 

 According to the Charter, the United Nations has four purposes:  

-to maintain international peace and security; 

-to develop friendly relations among nations; 

-to cooperate in solving international problems and in promoting respect for human rights; 

-to be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations. 

Statement 2 is correct. Uniting for Consensus (UFC) also called the Coffee Club developed 

in the 1990s in opposition to the possible expansion of permanent seats in the United 

Nations Security Council. 

It aims to counter the bids for permanent seats proposed by G4 nations (Brazil, Germany, 

India, and Japan) and is calling for a consensus before any decision is reached on the form 

and size of the Security Council. 

In 2005, Italy, Argentina, Canada, Colombia and Pakistan, representing a larger group of 

countries called Uniting for Consensus led by Italy, proposed to the General Assembly 

another project that maintains five permanent members and raises the number of non-

permanent members to 20. 

 

Q.22) Consider the following statements regarding the National Council of Educational 

Research and Training (NCERT): 

1. It is a statutory autonomous organisation of the Government of India. 

2. Its objectives include organising pre-service and in-service training of teachers. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: Statement 1 is incorrect. The National Council of Educational Research 

and Training (NCERT) is an autonomous organisation set up in 1961 by the Government 

of India to assist and advise the Central and State Governments on policies and 

programmes for qualitative improvement in school education.  

It is not a statutory body but a society registered under the Societies Registration Act. 

Statement 2 is correct. The major objectives of NCERT and its constituent units are to: 

-undertake, promote and coordinate research in areas related to school education;  



10 PM Compilation for the Week – 21st to 27th September, 2020 
 

Created with love  by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

ForumIAS 

-prepare and publish model textbooks, supplementary material, journals and develops 

educational kits, multimedia digital materials, etc.  

-organise pre-service and in-service training of teachers;  

-develop and disseminate innovative educational techniques and practices; 

-act as a nodal agency for achieving the goals of Universalisation of Elementary Education. 

 

Q.23) Which of the following institution publishes the World Energy Outlook (WEO) 

report? 

a) International Renewable Energy Agency 

b) International Energy Agency 

c) Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

d) Centre for Sustainable Energy 

 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: The World Energy Outlook (WEO), International Energy Agency's flagship 

publication, provides critical analysis and insights on trends in energy demand and supply, 

and what they mean for energy security, environmental protection and economic 

development. 

The first WEO was published in 1977 and it has been an annual publication since 1998. 

International Energy Agency (IEA), in collaboration with NITI Aayog, presented a ‘Special 

Report on Sustainable Recovery’ recently. 

Part of IEA’s flagship World Energy Outlook series, the report proposes a number of actions 

that could be taken over the next three years to revitalize economies and boost employment 

while making energy systems cleaner and more resilient. 

 

Q.24) The Minimum Support Prices (MSPs) are announced by the Union Government for 

which of the following crop(s)? 

1. Groundnut 

2. Mustard 

3. Safflower 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 

 

Correct answer: D 

Explanation: The Commission for Agricultural Costs & Prices (CACP) is an attached 

office of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare is mandated to recommend 

minimum support prices (MSPs) to incentivize the cultivators to adopt modern technology, 

and raise productivity and overall grain production in line with the emerging demand 

patterns in the country. 

CACP submits its recommendations to the government in the form of Price Policy Reports 

every year, separately for five groups of commodities namely Kharif crops, Rabi crops, 

Sugarcane, Raw Jute and Copra. 

As of now, CACP recommends MSPs of 23 commodities, which comprise 7 cereals (paddy, 

wheat, maize, sorghum, pearl millet, barley and ragi), 5 pulses (gram, tur, moong, urad, 

lentil), 7 oilseeds (groundnut, rapeseed-mustard, soyabean, seasmum, sunflower, safflower, 

nigerseed), and 4 commercial crops (copra, sugarcane, cotton and raw jute). 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) of the Union government takes a 

final decision on the level of MSPs and other recommendations made by CACP. 
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Q.25) Consider the following statements regarding a country’s Terms of Trade (ToT): 

1. It is the ratio between the index of export prices and the index of import prices. 

2. A country’s ToT is less than hundred percent if more capital is leaving the country than 

is entering into it. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: Both statements are correct. 

Terms of trade are defined as the ratio between the index of export prices and the index of 

import prices. It measures how many units of exports are required to purchase a single 

unit of imports. 

If the export prices increase more than the import prices, a country has a positive Terms of 

Trade, as for the same amount of exports, it can purchase more imports. 

The ratio is calculated by dividing the price of the exports by the price of the imports and 

multiplying the result by 100. 

When more capital is leaving the country than is entering into the country then the 

country’s TOT is less than 100%. When the TOT is greater than 100%, the country is 

accumulating more capital from exports than it is spending on imports. 

 

Q.26) Consider the following statements regarding the Vienna Convention on Road 

Traffic: 

1. It governs International Driving Permits. 

2. India has signed and ratified the convention. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: A 

Explanation: The 1968 Vienna Convention on Road Traffic is an international treaty 

designed to facilitate international road traffic and to increase road safety by establishing 

standard traffic rules among the contracting parties. 

The convention was agreed upon at the United Nations Economic and Social Council's 

Conference on Road Traffic, 1968 and concluded in Vienna on 8 November 1968. It came 

into force on 21 May 1977. 

Statement 1 is correct. The Vienna Convention on Road Traffic is the newest of three 

conventions that governs International Driving Permits. The other two are the 1926 

Paris International Convention relative to Motor Traffic and the 1949 Geneva Convention on 

Road Traffic.  

Statement 2 is incorrect. India has not signed or ratified the Vienna Convention on Road 

Traffic 1968. India has signed and ratified the 1949 Geneva Convention on Road Traffic. 

# The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has advised the States and Union Territory 

administrations to stamp International Convention of Road Traffic of 19th September 1949 on 

the first page of International Driving Permit, IDP issued by them. 

 

Q.27) Consider the following statements regarding Viruses: 

1. Each virus consists of genetic material, either DNA or RNA, encapsulated in capsid. 
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2. Viruses cannot reproduce without the help of a host cell. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: Viruses are small particles of genetic material that are surrounded by a 

protein coat.  

Statement 1 is correct. Each one consists of genetic material—either DNA or RNA—

encapsulated in a protein pocket called a capsid. Some are additionally enveloped in a soft, 

lipid wrapping. 

Statement 2 is correct. Due to their simple structure, viruses cannot move or even 

reproduce without the help of a host cell. But when it finds a host, a virus can multiply 

and spread rapidly. 

To identify the correct host, viruses have evolved receptors on their surfaces that match up 

with those of their ideal target cell, letting the virus get its genetic material inside and 

hijack its host's cellular machinery to help it reproduce by multiplying the virus' genetic 

material and proteins. 

# Viruses and bacteria are two types of potentially disease-causing (pathogenic) particles. 

Viruses are much smaller than bacteria and can’t reproduce without the assistance of a host. 

Bacteria are capable of reproducing on their own. 

 

Q.28) Consider the following statements regarding the Myelin sheath: 

1. It is an insulating layer that forms around bones in the body. 

2. It allows electrical impulses to transmit quickly and efficiently. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: Statement 1 is incorrect. Myelin is an insulating layer, or sheath that forms 

around nerves, including those in the brain and spinal cord. It is made up of protein and 

fatty substances. 

Statement 2 is correct. This myelin sheath allows electrical impulses to transmit quickly 

and efficiently along the nerve cells. If myelin is damaged, these impulses slow down. This 

can cause diseases such as multiple sclerosis. 
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# Coronaviruses have been postulated to cause demyelinating disease through the direct 

effect on oligodendrocytes (cells in the nervous system), and through immune mechanisms in 

which similarities between the virus and myelin lead to T-cells attacking the body’s own 

myelin. [The Hindu] 

 

Q.29) Which of the following is/are correctly matched? 

1. Anosmia - Reduced sense of touch or sensation 

2. Ageusia - Loss of taste functions of the tongue  

3. Insomnia - Inability to fall asleep 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only  

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 

 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: Option 1 is incorrectly matched. Hypoesthesia is a decrease in your normal 

sensations such as touch or temperature. 

Anosmia is an absent or decreased sense of smell. 

Option 2 is correctly matched. Ageusia is the loss of taste functions of the tongue. 

Option 3 is correctly matched. Insomnia is the inability to fall asleep or stay asleep at night 

 

Q.30) Consider the following statements regarding the South Asian Association for 

Regional Cooperation (SAARC): 

1. China has an observer country status at SAARC. 

2. South Asian University (SAU) is an international university established by the SAARC 

members. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) was 

established with the signing of the SAARC Charter in Dhaka on 8 December 1985. SAARC 

comprises of eight Member States: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, 

Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. The Secretariat of the Association was set up in 

Kathmandu on 17 January 1987. 

Statement 1 is correct. The observer countries to the SAARC are Australia, China, the 

European Union, Iran, Japan, Mauritius, Myanmar, South Korea and the United States.  

Statement 2 is correct. The Agreement for the Establishment of South Asian University 

was signed by the Ministers of Foreign/External Affairs of SAARC countries during the 

Fourteenth SAARC Summit (New Delhi, 2007). SAU started its operations from the 

academic year 2010. 

 

Q.31) Consider the following statements regarding the Pusa Compost/Decomposer 

Technology: 

1. It is a microbial-based strategy which degrades the farm waste and converts into 

nutrient-enriched compost. 

2. It has potential to reduce the need of crop residue burning in farms. 



10 PM Compilation for the Week – 21st to 27th September, 2020 
 

Created with love  by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

ForumIAS 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: Both statements are correct. 

Pusa Compost/Decomposer Technology is a microbial-based strategy (liquid formulation 

& capsules) which degrades the waste (pit or windrows) and converts into nutrient-enriched 

compost. This is an eco-friendly and environmentally useful technology. 

It involves making a liquid formulation using fermented farm inputs, and then spraying it 

over the fields to ensure speedy bio-decomposition of crop stubble. At an estimated cost of 

Rs 20 per acre, the technology can effectively deal with 4-5 tonnes of raw straw. 

Research over the last four years in the farm fields in Punjab and Haryana have shown 

positive results on the benefit of using this approach for reducing the need for crop stubble 

burning and at the same time reducing fertilizer consumption and increasing farm 

productivity. 

 

Q.32) Which of the following is/are listed as essential commodities under the Schedule of 

Essential Commodities Act? 

1. Fertilizers 

2. Petroleum and petroleum products 

3. Drugs 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 
 

Correct answer: D 

Explanation: Essential Commodities listed under the Schedule of the Essential 

Commodities Act are: 

Drugs (meaning assigned to it in clause (b) of section 3 of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 

1940); 

-fertilizer, whether inorganic, organic or mixed; 

-foodstuffs, including edible oilseeds and oils; 

-hank yarn made wholly from cotton; 

-petroleum and petroleum products; 

-raw jute HI jute textiles; 

-seeds of food-crops and seeds of fruits and vegetables; seeds of cattle fodder; jute seeds 

and cotton seed. 

# On March 13, the Union consumer affairs ministry had declared face masks and hand 

sanitisers as essential commodities till June 30 to boost supply and prevent hoarding of these 

items in its fight to check the spread of coronavirus. 

 

Q.33) Consider the following statements regarding the ‘Kritagya’ Hackathon: 

1. It is being organized by the NITI Aayog. 

2. It aims to promote potential technology solutions for enhancing farm mechanization. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 
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c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: Statement 1 is incorrect. “KRITAGYA” has been planned by the Indian 

Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) under National Agricultural Higher Education 

Project (NAHEP).  

Students, faculties and innovators/entrepreneurs from any university / technical 

institution across the country can apply and participate in the event in the form of a group. 

Statement 2 is correct. The hackathon is aimed at promoting potential technology solutions 

for enhancing farm mechanization with special emphasis on women friendly equipments. 
 

Q.34) Consider the following statements regarding the National Agricultural Higher 

Education Project (NAHEP): 

1. It supports the education development of Agricultural Universities including State 

Agricultural Universities. 

2. The project is fully funded by the World Bank. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: A 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. The objective of the National Agricultural Higher 

Education Project is to support participating agricultural universities and Indian Council 

of Agricultural Research (ICAR) in providing more relevant and higher quality education to 

Agricultural University students. There are three components to the project: 

Component 1: Support to Agricultural Universities. 

Component 2: Investments in ICAR for leadership in Agricultural Higher Education. 

Component 3: Project Implementation Unit: The objective of this component is to 

administer, supervise, monitor and evaluate overall project implementation. Whole activities 

of the project would be managed by a central Project Implementation Unit (PIU) which is 

established at the Education Division of ICAR. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. NAHEP has been formulated by ICAR for five years starting from 

2017-18. The project is proposed on 50:50 cost sharing basis between the World Bank 

and the Government of India, implemented at the Education Division, ICAR. 
 

Q.35) Consider the following statements regarding the Major Port Authorities Bill, 2020: 

1. The Bill will apply to New Mangalore and Mormugao ports among other the major ports 

of India. 

2. It provides for the creation of a Board of Major Port Authority for each major port 

replacing the existing Port Trusts. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: Major Port Authorities Bill, 2020 seeks to provide for regulation, operation 

and planning of major ports in India and provide greater autonomy to these ports.  It seeks 

to replace the Major Port Trusts Act, 1963.  
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Statement 1 is correct. The Bill will apply to the major ports of Chennai, Cochin, 

Jawaharlal Nehru Port, Kandla, Kolkata, Mumbai, New Mangalore, Mormugao, Paradip, 

V.O. Chidambaranar, and Vishakhapatnam. 

Statement 2 is correct. The Bill provides for the creation of a Board of Major Port 

Authority for each major port.  These Boards will replace the existing Port Trusts of 1963 

Act.   

The Board will comprise of a Chairperson and a deputy Chairperson, both appointed by the 

central government on the recommendation of a selection committee; one member each 

from (i) the respective state governments, (ii) the Railways Ministry, (iii) the Defence 

Ministry, and (iv) the Customs Department The Board will also include two to four 

independent members, and two members representing the interests of the employees of the 

Major Port Authority. 

 

Q.36) Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) recently conducted the 

flight test of ABHYAS, what is it? 

a) High-speed Expendable Aerial Target 

b) Anti-Tank Guided Missile 

c) Multi barrel rocket launcher 

d) Beyond visual range air-to-air missile 
 

Correct answer: A 

Explanation: The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) recently 

successful flight test of ABHYAS - High-speed Expendable Aerial Target from the Interim 

Test Range, Balasore in Odisha. 

Abhyas is designed and developed by Aeronautical Development Establishment of DRDO.  

The air vehicle is launched using twin underslung booster. It is powered by a small gas 

turbine engine and has MEMS (Microelectromechanical Systems) based Inertial Navigation 

System for navigation along with the Flight Control Computer for guidance and control. 

 

Q.37) Consider the following statements regarding carbon neutrality: 

1. It refers to having a balance between emitting carbon and absorbing carbon from the 

atmosphere in carbon sinks. 

2. India has declared being carbon neutral by 2060 as its Nationally Determined 

Contribution under Paris Agreement. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: A 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. Carbon neutrality means having a balance between 

emitting carbon and absorbing carbon from the atmosphere in carbon sinks. Removing 

carbon oxide from the atmosphere and then storing it is known as carbon sequestration. In 

order to achieve net zero emissions, all worldwide greenhouse gas emissions will have to be 

counterbalanced by carbon sequestration. 

Carbon Neutral is also used to describe the state of an entity (such as a company, service, 

product or event), where the carbon emissions caused by them have been balanced out by 

funding an equivalent amount of carbon savings elsewhere in the world. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. Carbon neutrality by 2060 is not one of India’s Intended 

Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC) under the Paris Agreement. India has pledged 

following NDCs: 
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-To reduce the emissions intensity of GDP by 33%–35% by 2030 below 2005 levels; 

-To increase the share of non-fossil-based energy resources to 40% of installed electric 

power capacity by 2030, with help of transfer of technology and low-cost international 

finance including from Green Climate Fund (GCF); 

-To create an additional (cumulative) carbon sink of 2.5–3 GtCO2e through additional 

forest and tree cover by 2030. 

# China has recently declared that it aims to have CO2 emissions peak before 2030 and 

achieve carbon neutrality before 2060. 

 

Q.38) Consider the following statements regarding the Spanish flu: 

1. It was caused by an H1N1 virus with genes of avian origin. 

2. India was not affected by the Spanish flu pandemic. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: A 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. The 1918 influenza (Spanish flu) pandemic was the 

most severe pandemic in recent history. It was caused by an H1N1 virus with genes of avian 

origin. 

The conditions of World War I (overcrowding and global troop movement) helped the 1918 

flu spread. The vulnerability of healthy young adults and the lack of vaccines and 

treatments created a major public health crisis, causing at least 50 million deaths 

worldwide 

Statement 2 is incorrect. 1918 flu pandemic in India as a part of the worldwide Spanish flu 

pandemic severely affected Indian population. Also referred to as the Bombay Influenza or 

the Bombay Fever in India, the pandemic is believed to have killed up to 14 -17 million 

people in the country. 

# The decade between 1911 and 1921 was the only census period in which India’s 

population fell. 

 

Q.39) Which of the following is/are punishable offence(s) under the Information 

Technology Act? 

1. Identity theft by use of the electronic signature or password  

2. Cyber terrorism threatening the unity, integrity, security or sovereignty of India 

3. Sending offensive messages through communication service 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 

 

Correct answer: A 

Explanation: Option 1 is correct. Fraudulently or dishonestly making use of the 

electronic signature, password or any other unique identification feature of any other 

person is a punishable offence under Section 66C of the IT Act. 

Option 2 is correct. Cyber terrorism threatening the unity, integrity, security or sovereignty 

of India or to strike terror in the people or any section of the people is a punishable offence 

under Section 66F of IT Act. 
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Option 3 is incorrect. Section 66A of the erstwhile IT Act provide for punishment for sending 

offensive messages through communication service, etc. 

Section 66A has been struck down by Supreme Court’s Order dated 24th March, 2015 in 

the Shreya Singhal vs. Union of India, 2015. 

 

Q.40) Which of the following report(s) and publisher(s) is/are correctly matched? 

1. Freedom in the World  -       Amnesty International 

2. Human Development Report -       United Nations Development Programme 

3. World Happiness Report  -       Sustainable Development Solutions Network 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 

 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: Freedom in the World, Freedom House's flagship publication, is the 

standard-setting comparative assessment of global political rights and civil liberties. 

Freedom House is a U.S.-based rights watchdog. 

The Human Development Report (HDR) is an annual report published by the Human 

Development Report Office of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).  
 

 
 

The Human Development Index (HDI) is a summary measure of average achievement in key 

dimensions of human development: a long and healthy life, being knowledgeable and have a 

decent standard of living. 

The World Happiness Report is a publication of the Sustainable Development Solutions 

Network, powered by data from the Gallup World Poll. India is ranked 144 out of the 153 

countries evaluated in 2020 report. 

The UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) was set up in 2012 under the 

auspices of the UN Secretary-General. SDSN mobilizes global scientific and technological 

expertise to promote practical solutions for sustainable development, including the 

implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Climate 

Agreement. 

 

Q.41) Consider the following statements regarding the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 

Amendment Bill, 2020: 

1. It provides that any person seeking prior permission or registration under FCRA must 

provide the Aadhaar number of all its office bearers. 

2. An organisation which receives foreign contribution can use maximum 50 percent of the 

contribution for meeting administrative expenses. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Correct answer: A 

Explanation: The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2020 has been 

passed by the parliament recently to amend the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 

2010.   

Statement 1 is correct. The Act states that a person may accept foreign contribution if they 

have: obtained a certificate of registration from central government, or not registered, but 

obtained prior permission from the government to accept foreign contribution. 

The Bill adds that any person seeking prior permission, registration or renewal of 

registration must provide the Aadhaar number of all its office bearers, directors or key 

functionaries, as an identification document. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. Under the Act, a person who receives foreign contribution must 

use it only for the purpose for which the contribution is received.  Further, they must not 

use more than 50% of the contribution for meeting administrative expenses.  This 

Amendment Bill reduces this limit to 20%. 

 

Q.42) Which of the following is/are located in China? 

1. Gobi Desert 

2. Kunlun Mountain 

3. Tonle Sap 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 
 

Correct answer: A 

Explanation: Option 1 is correct. The Gobi Desert is a vast, arid region in northern China 

and southern Mongolia. 

Option 2 is correct. The Kunlun Mountains constitute the chain that forms the northern 

edge of the Tibetan Plateau south of the Tarim Basin in China. 

Option 3 is incorrect. Tonle Sap is a seasonally inundated freshwater lake in Cambodia, 

the Tonle Sap River connects the lake to the Mekong River. 

 

Q.43) Consider the following statements regarding the PM SVANidhi scheme: 

1. This is a Central Sector Scheme to facilitate street vendors to access affordable working 

capital loan. 

2. Credit can be availed from the Scheduled Commercial Banks as well as Regional Rural 

Banks. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. The PM Street Vendor's AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM 

SVANidhi) is a Central Sector Scheme of Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs to 

facilitate street vendors to access affordable working capital loan for resuming their 

livelihoods activities, after easing of lockdown. 

Statement 2 is correct. The credit is being provided by Scheduled Commercial Banks, 

Regional Rural Banks, Small Finance Banks, Cooperative Banks, Non-Banking Financial 

Companies, Micro-Finance Institutions and SHG Banks. 
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Salient features of the Scheme: 

-Initial working capital of up to `10,000/- 

-Interest subsidy on timely/ early repayment at 7% 

-Monthly cash-back incentive on digital transactions 

-Higher loan eligibility on timely repayment of the first loan. 

 

Q.44) Consider the following statements regarding the Artemis Program: 

1. It is a lunar exploration program of NASA. 

2. It aims to land the first woman and the next man on the surface of the Moon in 2024. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. Under NASA’s Artemis program, NASA’s new rocket, 

the Space Launch System (SLS), will send astronauts aboard the Orion spacecraft nearly 

a quarter million miles from Earth to lunar orbit. Astronauts will dock Orion at the 

Gateway and transfer to a human landing system for expeditions to the surface of the 

Moon. They will return to the orbital outpost to board Orion again before returning safely to 

Earth. 

Statement 2 is correct. Phase 1 of the program plans to land the first woman and the next 

man on the surface of the Moon in 2024. 

 

Q.45) Consider the following statements regarding the Commission for Agricultural Costs 

& Prices (CACP): 

1. It is a statutory body under the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. 

2. It is mandated to recommend the minimum support prices (MSPs) to the Cabinet 

Committee on Economic Affairs. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: Statement 1 is incorrect. The Commission for Agricultural Costs & Prices 

(CACP) is not any statutory body set up through an Act of Parliament. It is an attached 

office of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Government of India. It came 

into existence in January 1965. 

Statement 2 is correct. It is mandated to recommend minimum support prices (MSPs) for 

government procurement to incentivize the cultivators to adopt modern technology, and 

raise productivity and overall grain production in line with the emerging demand patterns 

in the country. 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) of the Union government takes a 

final decision on the level of MSPs and other recommendations made by CACP. 

 

Q.46) Which of the following is/are the function(s) of the Food Corporation of India? 

1. Price support operations for safeguarding the farmer’s livelihood. 

2. Distribution of food grains through public distribution system. 
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Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: The Food Corporation of India was setup under the Food Corporation's 

Act 1964, in order to fulfill following objectives of the Food Policy: 

-Effective price support operations for safeguarding the interests of the farmers (by 

procurement of food grains at MSP) 

-Distribution of food grains throughout the country for public distribution system (PDS). 

-Maintaining satisfactory level of operational and buffer stocks of food grains to ensure 

National Food Security 

 

Q.47) Consider the following statements regarding the National Medical Commission 

(NMC): 

1. It has replaced the Medical Council of India (MCI) as the country's apex regulator of 

medical education and profession. 

2. Union Minister for Health & Family Welfare is the ex-officio chairperson of the NMC. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: A 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. The National Medical Commission (NMC), in place of 

the Medical Council of India (MCI), as the country's apex regulator of medical education 

and profession has come into existence 

Statement 2 is incorrect. As per the National Medical Commission Act, 2019, the Central 

Government shall appoint the Chairperson, part-time Members based on the 

recommendation of a Search Committee headed by the Cabinet Secretary. 

Under the Act, states will establish their respective State Medical Councils within three 

years.  These Councils will have a role similar to the NMC, at the state level. 

 

Q.48) Consider the following statements regarding the Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima 

Yojana (PMSBY): 

1. It offers risk coverage for accidental death and full disability to people in the age group 

18 to 70 years. 

2. It doesn't cover COVID-19 related deaths. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY) is 

available to people in the age group 18 to 70 years with a bank account.  

The risk coverage under the scheme is Rs.2 lakh for accidental death and full disability 

and Rs. 1 lakh for partial disability.  
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Statement 2 is correct. The Government recently clarified that Pradhan Mantri Suraksha 

Bima Yojana (PMSBY) doesn't cover COVID-19 related deaths. 

# Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY) covers COVID deaths with certain 

conditions. 

# The PMJJBY is available to people in the age group of 18 to 50 years having a bank 

account. Risk coverage under this scheme is for Rs. 2 Lakh in case of death of the insured, 

due to any reason. 

 

Q.49) Which of the following is/are feature(s) of the 'Saubhagya' scheme? 

1. Free electricity connections to all households in rural areas and poor families in urban 

areas. 

2. Solar Photovoltaic (SPV) based standalone system for un-electrified households located in 

remote and inaccessible habitations.  

3. Beneficiary households under the scheme are identified using Socio Economic and Caste 

Census (SECC) 2011 data. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 
 

Correct answer: D 

Explanation: Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana - “Saubhagya” was launched 

with an aim to achieve universal household electrification. 

Statement 1 is correct. Under Saubhagya free electricity connections to all households 

(both APL and poor families) in rural areas and poor families in urban areas will be 

provided. Rural Electrification Corporation (REC) has been designated as nodal agency for 

the Saubhagya scheme. 

Statement 2 is correct. Schemes targets for providing Solar Photovoltaic (SPV) based 

standalone system for un-electrified households located in remote and inaccessible villages 

/ habitations, where grid extension is not feasible or cost effective. 

Statement 3 is correct. The prospective beneficiary households for free electricity 

connections under the scheme would be identified using SECC 2011 data. However, un-

electrified households not covered under SECC data would also be provided electricity 

connections under the scheme on payment of Rs. 500 which shall be recovered by 

DISCOMs in 10 instalments through electricity bill. 

 

Q.50) Which of the following factor(s) is/are considered by the Commission for 

Agricultural Costs & Prices (CACP) for calculating cost of production? 

1. Cost of inputs such as seeds, fertilizer, labour 

2. Implied cost of family labour 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) All of the above 
 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: The Commission for Agricultural Costs & Prices (CACP) calculates cost of 

production at three levels: (i) A2, which includes cost of inputs such as seeds, fertilizer, 

labour; (ii) A2+FL, which includes the implied cost of family labour (FL); and (iii) C2, which 

includes the implied rent on land and interest on capital assets over and above A2+FL. 
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CACP reckons only A2+FL cost for return. However, C2 costs are used by CACP primarily 

as benchmark reference costs (opportunity costs) to see if the MSPs recommended by 

them at least cover these costs in some of the major producing States. 

 

Q.51) Consider the following statements regarding the Social Security Code 2020: 

1. The Central Government will establish a Social Security Fund for welfare of the 

unorganised workers, gig workers and platform workers. 

2. A National Social Security Board for unorganised workers to be constituted under 

chairmanship of Union Minister for Labour and Employment. 

Which of the testaments given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. The Social Security Code 2020 states that the 

central government will set up a Social Security Fund for social security and welfare of the 

unorganised workers, gig workers and platform workers.   

Further, state governments will also set up and administer separate social security funds 

for unorganised workers.  The 2020 Bill also makes provisions for registration of all three 

categories of workers - unorganised workers, gig workers and platform workers.    

Statement 2 is correct. The code states that the Central Government shall, by notification, 

constitute a National Social Security Board for unorganised workers under chairmanship 

of the Union Minister for Labour and Employment. 

The National Social Security Board shall perform the following functions: 

-recommend to the Central Government for formulating suitable schemes for different 

sections of unorganised workers, gig workers and platform workers; 

-advise the Central Government on such matters arising out of the administration of this 

Code as may be referred to it; 

-monitor such social welfare schemes for unorganised workers, gig workers and platform 

workers as are administered by the Central Government; 

-review the record keeping functions performed at the State level; 

-review the expenditure from the fund and account. 

 

Q.52) Consider the following statements regarding the Parliamentary Committees: 

1. The ad hoc Committees are appointed every year or periodically and their work goes on a 

continuous basis. 

2. The Public Accounts Committee scrutinises appropriation and finance accounts of 

Government and reports of the Comptroller and Auditor-General. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: Statement 1 is incorrect. Broadly, Parliamentary Committees are of two 

kinds - Standing Committees and ad hoc Committees. The Standing Committees are 

elected or appointed every year or periodically and their work goes on, more or less, on a 

continuous basis. The ad hoc Committees are appointed as need arises and they cease to 

exist as soon as they complete the task assigned to them. 
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Statement 2 is correct. The three Financial Committees - Committees on Estimates, 

Public Accounts and Public Undertakings - constitute a distinct group as they keep a vigil 

over Government expenditure and performance.  

While members of the Rajya Sabha are associated with Committees on Public Accounts and 

Public Undertakings, the members of the Committee on Estimates are drawn entirely from 

the Lok Sabha. 

The Public Accounts Committee scrutinises appropriation and finance accounts of 

Government and reports of the Comptroller and Auditor-General. It ensures that public 

money is spent in accordance with Parliament's decision and calls attention to cases of 

waste, extravagance, loss or nugatory expenditure. 

 

Q.53) Consider the following statements regarding the Permanent Court of Arbitration 

(PCA): 

1. India is not a contracting party to convention establishing the PCA. 

2. PCA can also settle UN convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) arbitrations. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: Statement 1 is incorrect. The PCA was established by the Convention for the 

Pacific Settlement of International Disputes, concluded at The Hague in 1899 during 

the first Hague Peace Conference. 

The 1899 Convention was revised at the second Hague Peace Conference in 1907. 

India is a contracting party to the 1899 convention. 

Statement 2 is correct. The 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS) provides a regulatory framework for the use of the world’s seas and oceans, to 

ensure the conservation and equitable usage of resources and the marine environment and 

to ensure the protection and preservation of the living resources of the sea. 

When signing, ratifying, or acceding to UNCLOS, a State may make a declaration choosing 

one or more of the following means for settling such disputes:  

-the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) in Hamburg, Germany; 

-the International Court of Justice in Hague, Netherlands; 

-ad hoc arbitration (in accordance with Annex VII of UNCLOS); or 

-a “special arbitral tribunal” constituted for certain categories of disputes (established 

under Annex VIII of UNCLOS). 

Pursuant to Article 287(3) of UNCLOS, arbitration under Annex VII is the default means 

of dispute settlement if a State has not expressed any preference with respect to the means 

of dispute resolution. PCA has administered all but one of the UNCLOS Annex VII 

arbitrations to date, including the Bay of Bengal Maritime Boundary Arbitration 

(Bangladesh v. India) 2014. 

 

Q.54) Consider the following statements regarding the National Service Scheme: 

1. It aims to orient the student youth to community service while they are studying in 

education institutions. 

2. It is administered by the Ministry of Education. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 
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c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: A 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. National Service Scheme (NSS) is an extension of 

activities to the higher education system to orient the student youth to community service 

while they are studying in education institutions 

Statement 2 is incorrect. The scheme is under the aegis of Ministry of Youth Affairs & 

Sports. National Service Scheme starts from 11th standard onwards. 

# The awards for the best National Service Scheme (NSS) units at higher secondary and 

vocational higher secondary schools, programme officers, and volunteers for the 2019-20 

academic year have been declared recently. 

 

Q.55) Consider the following statements regarding the hydrogen fuel cells: 

1. It uses the chemical energy of hydrogen to produce electricity. 

2. In a hydrogen fuel cell, water is a byproduct. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. A fuel cell is like a battery in that it generates 

electricity from an electrochemical reaction. It uses the chemical energy of hydrogen or 

another fuel to cleanly and efficiently produce electricity. 

Statement 2 is correct. In hydrogen fuel cell; electricity, water, and heat are the only 

products. 

# Fuel cell working:  

A fuel cell consists of two electrodes—a negative electrode (or anode) and a positive electrode 

(or cathode)—sandwiched around an electrolyte.  

A fuel, such as hydrogen, is fed to the anode, and air is fed to the cathode. In a hydrogen fuel 

cell, a catalyst at the anode separates hydrogen molecules into protons and electrons, which 

take different paths to the cathode.  

The electrons go through an external circuit, creating a flow of electricity. The protons migrate 

through the electrolyte to the cathode, where they unite with oxygen and the electrons to 

produce water and heat. 

# The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has notified the Standards for Safety 

Evaluation of vehicles being propelled by Hydrogen Fuel Cells. 

 

Q.56) Consider the following statements regarding the OSIRIS-REx mission: 

1. It is planned to travel to Europa, a satellite of Jupiter. 

2. The mission aims to bring rocks and dust sample back to Earth for study. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: Statement 1 is incorrect. The Origins Spectral Interpretation Resource 

Identification Security - Regolith Explorer (OSIRIS-REx) spacecraft travelled to and is 

currently orbiting a near-Earth asteroid, called Bennu (formerly 1999 RQ36). 
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Statement 2 is correct. The OSIRIS-REx aims to bring at least a 2.1-ounce sample back to 

Earth for study. The mission will help scientists investigate how planets formed and how 

life began, as well as improve our understanding of asteroids that could impact Earth. 

The mission launched Sept. 8, 2016, from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station. On Oct. 20, 

the mission will perform the first attempt of its Touch-And-Go(TAG) sample collection event. 

The spacecraft is scheduled to depart Bennu in 2021 and it will deliver the collected sample 

to Earth in 2023. 

 

Q.57) Which of the following is/are correctly matched? 

1. Shinku La - Arunachal Pradesh 

2. Zoji La - Ladakh 

3. Fotu La - Uttarakhand 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 3 only 
 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: Shinku La is a mountain pass on the border between Ladakh and Himachal 

Pradesh. A 13.5-km Shinku La Tunnel is proposed to connect the Union Territory of 

Ladakh with tribal Lahaul and Spiti district of Himachal Pradesh. 

Zoji La is a high mountain pass in union territory of Ladakh. Located in the Drass, it 

connects the Kashmir Valley to its west with the Drass and Suru valleys to its northeast 

and the Indus valley further east 

Fotu La is a mountain pass on the Srinagar-Leh highway in the Zanskar Range of the 

Himalayas in Ladakh. It is one of two high mountain passes between Leh and Kargil, the 

other being Namika La. 

 

Q.58) Which of the following correctly defines the term ‘Adjournment sine die’ in Indian 

parliamentary system? 

a) Termination of the sitting of the House to meet again at the time appointed for the next 

sitting 

b) Termination of a sitting of the House without any definite date being fixed for the next 

sitting 

c) The termination of a session by an order made by the President 

d) Adjournment on a motion adopted by the House 
 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: Adjournment of Debate: Adjournment on a motion adopted by the House, of 

the debate on a Motion/Resolution/Bill on which the House is then engaged until a future 

day or sine die as specified in the motion. 

Adjournment of the sitting of the House: Termination of the sitting of the House which 

meets again at the time appointed for the next sitting. 

Adjournment sine die: Termination of a sitting of the House without any definite date 

being fixed for the next sitting. 

Prorogation: The termination of a session by an order made by the President under article 

85(2)(a) of the Constitution. 

 

Q.59) Consider the following statements regarding the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC): 

1. It is statutorily mandated to determine the Policy Rate required to achieve the inflation 

target. 
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2. A Member of Parliament or any State Legislature cannot be appointed as a member of 

MPC by Central Government. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. As per the Reserve Bank of India Act; the Central 

Government shall, in consultation with the Bank, determine the inflation target in terms 

of the Consumer Price Index, once in every five years. Further, the Monetary Policy 

Committee shall determine the Policy Rate required to achieve the inflation target. 

Statement 2 is correct.  The Monetary Policy Committee consists of: 

-the Governor of the Bank—Chairperson, ex officio; 

-Deputy Governor of the Bank, in charge of Monetary Policy—Member, ex officio; 

-One officer of the Bank to be nominated by the Central Board—Member, ex officio; and 

-Three persons to be appointed by the Central Government—Members. 
 

No person shall be appointed as a Member, in case such person: 

-has completed the age of seventy years on the date of appointment as Member; 

-is a Member of any Board or Committee of the Bank or is an employee of the Bank; 

-is a public servant as defined under the Indian Penal Code; 

-is a Member of Parliament or any State Legislature; 

-has been at any time, adjudged as an insolvent; 

-has been convicted of an offence which is punishable with an imprisonment for a term of 

one hundred and eighty days or more; 

-is physically or mentally incapable of discharging the duties of a Member of the Monetary 

Policy Committee; or 

-has a material conflict of interest with the Bank and is unable to resolve such conflict. 

# ‘the Bank' above means the Reserve Bank of India. 

 

Q.60) Consider the following statements regarding Pritilata Waddedar: 

1. She was involved in the Chittagong armory raid. 

2. She was a member of the first Council of Ministers of independent India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: A 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. The Chittagong armoury raid took place on 18 April 

1930 and was an attempt at raiding the armoury of police and auxiliary forces, led by 

freedom fighter Surya Sen. 

Pritilata Waddedar joined the freedom movement and worked with revolutionaries like 

Surya Sen and Nirmal Sen. She was involved in several revolutionary acts like the famous 

Chittagong armoury raid and attack on the Pahartali European club at Chittagong in 

1932. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. During the attack on the Pahartali European club at Chittagong in 

1932, she received bullet injury. However, she consumed cyanide before the British police 

could capture her. 
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Q.61) Which of the following institution has published the 2020 Smart City Index? 

a) NITI Aayog 

b) Institute for Management Development 

c) United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

d) United Cities and Local Governments 
 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: The Institute for Management Development, in collaboration with Singapore 

University for Technology and Design (SUTD), has released the 2020 Smart City Index. 

Citizens from 109 cities were surveyed in April and May 2020 and asked questions on the 

technological provisions of their city across five key areas: health and safety, mobility, 

activities, opportunities and governance. 

Singapore has topped the index followed by Helsinki (Finland) and Zurich (Switzerland). 

India: Hyderabad; 85th rank (down from 67 in 2019) 

New Delhi; 86th rank (down from 68 in 2019) 

Mumbai; 93rd rank (down from 78 in 2019) 

Bengaluru; 95th rank (down from 79 in 2019). 

 

Q.62) Which of the following is/are correctly matched? 

1. Etosha pan  -     Egypt 

2. Kalahari Desert -     Botswana 

3. Namib Desert -     Namibia 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 
 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: The Etosha pan is a large endorheic salt pan, forming part of the Kalahari 

Basin in the north of Namibia. 

The Kalahari Desert is a large semi-arid sandy savannah in Southern Africa covering much 

of Botswana, parts of Namibia and regions of South Africa. 

The Namib is a coastal desert in southern Africa covering parts of Namibia, South Africa 

and Angola. 
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Q.63) Consider the following statements regarding the Essential Commodities 

(Amendment) Bill, 2020: 

1. It empowers the central government to regulate the supply of certain food items under 

extraordinary circumstances like natural calamity of grave nature. 

2. It requires that imposition of any stock limit on agricultural produce must be based on 

price rise. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer:  C 

Explanation: The Essential Commodities Act, 1955 empowers the central government to 

designate certain commodities as essential commodities. The central government may 

regulate or prohibit the production, supply, distribution, trade, and commerce of such 

essential commodities.   

Statement 1 is correct. The Essential Commodities (Amendment) Bill, 2020 provides that 

the central government may regulate the supply of certain food items including cereals, 

pulses, potatoes, onions, edible oilseeds, and oils, only under extraordinary circumstances. 

These include: (i) war, (ii) famine, (iii) extraordinary price rise and (iv) natural calamity of 

grave nature. 

Statement 2 is correct. The bill requires that imposition of any stock limit on agricultural 

produce must be based on price rise.  A stock limit may be imposed only if there is: (i) a 

100% increase in retail price of horticultural produce; and (ii) a 50% increase in the retail 

price of non-perishable agricultural food items.    

The increase will be calculated over the price prevailing immediately preceding twelve 

months, or the average retail price of the last five years, whichever is lower. 

 

Q.64) Consider the following statements regarding parliamentary committees: 

1. The members of the Committee on Estimates are drawn from both houses of Parliament. 

2. The Department Related Standing Committees consider the Demands for Grants of 

various Ministries/Departments of Government of India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: Among the Standing Committees, the three Financial Committees - 

Committees on Estimates, Public Accounts and Public Undertakings - constitute a distinct 

group as they keep an unremitting vigil over Government expenditure and performance.  

Statement 1 is incorrect. The Estimates Committee reports on 'what economies, 

improvements in organisation, efficiency or administrative reform consistent with policy 

underlying the estimates' may be affected. It also examines whether the money is well laid 

out within limits of the policy implied in the estimates and suggests the form in which 

estimates shall be presented to Parliament. 

While members of the Rajya Sabha are associated with Committees on Public Accounts and 

Public Undertakings, the members of the Committee on Estimates are drawn entirely 

from the Lok Sabha. 
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Statement 2 is correct. There are 24 Department Related Standing Committees (DRSCs). 

The functions of these Committees are:  

-To consider the Demands for Grants of various Ministries/Departments of Government of 

India and make reports to the Houses;  

-To examine such Bills as are referred to the Committee by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha 

or the Speaker, Lok Sabha, as the case may be, and make reports thereon; 

-To consider Annual Reports of ministries/departments and make reports thereon; and  

-To consider policy documents presented to the Houses, if referred to the Committee by the 

Chairman, Rajya Sabha or the Speaker, Lok Sabha, as the case may be, and make reports 

thereon. 

 

Q.65) Which of the following is/are potential advantage(s) of the fuel cells over the 

conventional combustion-based technology? 

1. They can operate at higher efficiencies than combustion engines. 

2. They produce much smaller quantities of greenhouse gases. 

3. Fuel cells have fewer moving parts. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 

 

Correct answer: D 

Explanation: Fuel cells have strong benefits over conventional combustion-based 

technologies currently used in many power plants and cars.  

-They produce much smaller quantities of greenhouse gases and none of the air 

pollutants that create smog and cause health problems.  

- Fuel cells can operate at higher efficiencies than combustion engines, and can convert 

the chemical energy in the fuel to electrical energy with efficiencies of up to 60%. 

-If pure hydrogen is used as a fuel, fuel cells emit only heat and water as a byproduct. 

Hydrogen-powered fuel cells are also far more energy efficient than traditional combustion 

technologies. 

-Fuel cells are quiet during operation as they have fewer moving parts. 

 

Q.66) Which of the following defines the Fourth Industrial Revolution most appropriately? 

a) Expansion of private industry in Space Technology 

b) Fusion of technologies integrating the physical, digital, and biological spheres 

c) Political governance system being controlled by Industrial Sector 

d) Sustainable industrial development to limit the impact on climate 

 

Correct answer: B 

Explanation: The First Industrial Revolution used water and steam power to mechanize 

production.  

The Second Industrial Revolution used electric power to create mass production.  

The Third Industrial Revolution used electronics and information technology to automate 

production.  

Now a Fourth Industrial Revolution is building on the Third, the digital revolution that 

has been occurring since the middle of the last century. It is characterized by a fusion of 

technologies that is blurring the lines between the physical, digital, and biological spheres. 
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Q.67) Consider the following statements regarding the Cyanobacteria: 

1. These are photosynthetic bacteria that can manufacture their own food. 

2. They can grow into large blooms known as blue-green algae. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: Both statements are correct. 

Cyanobacteria are aquatic and photosynthetic, that is, they live in the water, and can 

manufacture their own food. Because they are bacteria, they are quite small and usually 

unicellular, though they often grow in colonies large enough to see. 

Cyanobacteria can occur naturally in standing water and sometimes grow into large 

blooms known as blue-green algae.  

They are also important providers of nitrogen fertilizer in the cultivation of rice and beans. 

Some species of cyanobacteria produce toxins that affect animals and humans. 

# Botswana is home to about a third of Africa's declining elephant population. Recently many 

elephant carcasses were spotted in the country's Okavango Delta between May and June. 

# Officials say a total of 330 elephants are now known to have died from ingesting 

cyanobacteria.  

 

Q.68) Consider the following statements regarding the Greater One-horned Rhinoceros: 

1. India is home to the largest number of Greater One-Horned Rhinoceros. 

2. It is listed as critically endangered species in the IUCN Red List. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Correct answer: A 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct. On the occasion of World Rhino Day, Union Minister 

for Environment has launched a National Conservation Strategy for Indian One-Horned 

Rhino.  

India is home to the largest number of Greater One-Horned Rhinoceros in the world with 

population in the range of 3000 animals in Assam, West Bengal and UP. 
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Earlier, the Indian rhino could be found all along the Indus-Ganges-Brahmaputra valley. It 

occupied an area stretching from the borders of Myanmar in the east, across northern India 

and southern Nepal, as far as the Indus Valley in Pakistan in the west.  

It is now found in a few pockets of the Brahmaputra valley in Assam and in the Terai 

grassland region of India and Nepal in the foothill of the Himalayas, the two main hubs 

being India’s Kaziranga National Park and Nepal’s Chitwan National Park. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. Greater One-horned Rhino (Rhinoceros unicornis) is listed as 

Vulnerable in the IUCN Red List. 

One horned rhino was close to extinction with a population of less than 200 in the 

beginning of the 20th century. It is the only large mammal species in Asia to be down-listed 

from endangered to vulnerable in the International Union for Conservation of Nature, 

IUCN Red list in 2008. 

 

Q.69) Consider the following statements regarding the Epidemic Diseases (Amendment) 

Bill, 2020: 

1. It makes commitment or abetment of any act of violence against healthcare personnel 

during an epidemic a punishable offence. 

2. It empowers central government to regulate the detention of any person intending to 

travel from any bus or train. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: The Epidemic Diseases (Amendment) Bill, 2020 has been passed by the 

parliament amending the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897. The Bill amends the Act to include 

protections for healthcare personnel combatting epidemic diseases and expands the 

powers of the central government to prevent the spread of such diseases. 

Statement 1 is correct. The Bill specifies that no person can: commit or abet the 

commission of an act of violence against healthcare service personnel, or abet or cause 

damage or loss to any property during an epidemic. Contravention of this provision is 

punishable with imprisonment between three months and five years, and a fine between Rs 

50,000 and two lakh rupees. 

Statement 2 is correct. The Act specifies that the central government may regulate the 

inspection of any ship or vessel leaving or arriving at any port, and the detention of any 

person intending to travel from the port, during an outbreak.   

The amendment bill expands the above powers of the central government to any bus, 

train, goods vehicle, ship, vessel, or aircraft leaving or arriving at any land port, port, or 

aerodrome.  

 

Q.70) Consider the following statements regarding the Companies (Amendment) Bill, 

2020: 

1. It empowers the central government to allow certain classes of public companies to list 

classes of securities in foreign jurisdictions. 

2. Excess spending under CSR obligation by a company in a financial year can offset its 

CSR obligations in subsequent financial years. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 
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c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct answer: C 

Explanation: The Companies (Amendment) Bill, 2020 has been passed by the parliament 

recently. 

Statement 1 is correct.  The Bill empowers the central government to allow certain classes 

of public companies to list classes of securities (as may be prescribed) in foreign 

jurisdictions.    

Statement 2 is correct. Under the Companies Act, 2013, companies with net worth, 

turnover or profits above a specified amount are required to constitute Corporate social 

responsibility (CSR) Committees and spend 2% of their average net profits in the last three 

financial years, towards its CSR policy.   

The Bill exempts companies with a CSR liability of up to Rs 50 lakh a year from setting up 

CSR Committees.  Further, companies which spend any amount in excess of their CSR 

obligation in a financial year can set off the excess amount towards their CSR obligations 

in subsequent financial years. 




