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Polity
1. SC directs states to issue notification for establishing ‘Gram Nyayalayas’
News: The Supreme Court has directed the states to establish Gram Nyayalayas within four weeks’ time span.
Facts:
•

Gram Nyayalayas: A court of Judicial Magistrate it was established under Gram Nyayalayas Act, 2008 for
every Panchayat or a group of contiguous Panchayats at intermediate level

•

Objective: they are mobile courts which seek to make justice speedy, inexpensive and accessible.

•

Presiding officer: known as Nyayadhikaris, are judicial officer with powers similar to first class magistrate
working under high courts. He will be appointed by the state government in consultation with High Court.

•

Power: They will exercise the powers of both Criminal and Civil Courts subjected to limitations under
schedules of the Act. They shall not be bound by the rules of evidence provided in the Indian Evidence Act,
1872 but shall be guided by the principles of natural justice and subject to any rule made by the High Court

•

Appeal against the Judgement: For criminal cases shall lie to the Court of Sessions and for civil cases shall
lie to the District Court.

2. Publish details of tainted candidates: SC to parties
News: Supreme Court has ordered Political Parties to publish the criminal history of Lok Sabha, Assembly candidates.
Facts:
The Supreme Court verdict:
•

The political parties if fielding any candidate with criminal background need to bring the details of criminal
background and the reason to field such candidates in public domain

•

They need to upload relevant details on their official website and social media pages.

•

They also need to publish the same in one local and national newspaper.

Additional Facts - Other Judgements of Supreme Court:
•

Union of India (UOI) vs. Association for Democratic Reforms,2002: The Supreme Court made it
mandatory for candidates to submit an affidavit with full disclosure of criminal cases, if any and details of
their assets and income.

•

Lily Thomas v. Union of India,2013: The court ruled that any MP, MLA or MLC who is convicted of a
crime and given a minimum of two-year imprisonment loses membership of the House with immediate
effect.

•

People’s Union for Civil Liberties v. Union of India,2013: The Supreme Court had ruled that a None of
the Above (NOTA) option to be provided in EVMs.

3. Explained: Ninth Schedule
News: Lok Janshakti Party wants quota law (reservations) to be included in Ninth Schedule.
Facts:
•

Ninth Schedule: Added to Indian Constitution by the First Constitutional Amendment Act of 1951.
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Objective: Was brought in to protect multiple land reforms acts from Judicial Review on the ground of
violations of fundamental rights.

•

Over year it was used by central and state governments to parks laws which they don’t want to protect from
being challenged in the courts. Currently 284 such laws are shielded from judicial review.

•

Current Status: Post IR Coelho v/s State of Tamil Nadu
o

Though the SC upheld the validity of Article 31-B and Parliament’s power to place a particular law
in the Ninth Schedule, it concurred that it is open to judicial scrutiny and that such laws do not
enjoy a blanket protection.

o

It laid down a dual test for a law placed in Ninth Schedule, to be declared unconstitutional
§

whether it violates any fundamental right and if yes, and

§

whether the violation also damages or destroys the basic structure.

Additional Facts - About Article 31B:
Article 31B says that no legislation or provision of any law in the Ninth Schedule shall be deemed to be void by the
court of law for being inconsistent with or takes away or abridges any of the Fundamental Rights.
4. Supreme Court upholds constitutional validity of SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Amendment Act, 2018
News: The Supreme Court has upheld the constitutional validity of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Amendment Act,2018.
Facts:
•

The SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Amendment Act, 2018 inserted the following provisions to the to the
original Act:
o

Preliminary enquiry shall not be required for registration of a First Information Report against any
person.

o

The arrest of a person accused of having committed an offence under the Act would not require
any approval.

o

The provisions of Section 438 of the Code of Criminal Procedure which deals with anticipatory
bail shall not apply to a case under this Act, notwithstanding any judgment or order of any Court.

•

In Subhash Kashinath Mahajan v. State of Maharashtra 2018, the Supreme Court had diluted the stringent
provisions of SC/ST Act.
o

The court had ruled that preliminary sanction would be needed before charging officials under the
SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989. It had also allowed anticipatory bail.

•

Following this, the government filed a review petition in the Supreme Court and subsequently amended the
1989 Act through SC/ST Amendment Act, 2018. The court now has judged the amendment to be
constitutionally valid.

5. SC says can’t issue mandamus for job promotions quota: What is mandamus?
News: The Supreme Court has ruled that reservation in the matter of promotions in public posts is not a fundamental
right and the court cannot be compelled to issue mandamus directing state governments to provide reservations.
Facts:
•

Mandamus: a Latin word which means We Command. It is a command issued by the court to a public
official asking him to perform his official duties that he has failed refused to perform.
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It can also be issued against any public body, a corporation, an inferior court, tribunal or
government for the same purpose.

•

Limitations of Mandamus:
o

Under Article 361, mandamus cannot be granted against the President or Governor of a State for
the exercise and performance of the powers and duties of his office or for any act done or
purporting to be done by him in the exercise and performance of those powers and duties.

o

It also cannot be issued against a private individual or body except where the State is in collusion
with the private party for contravening a provision of the Constitution or a statute.

Additional Facts - About Writs:
•

A Writ is a formal written order issued by the Supreme Court or High Court in the name of the sovereign
power.

•

Article 32 empowers the Supreme Court and Article 226 empowers the High Courts to issue writs to a
person or authority including the government.

6. Union Cabinet approves creation of 22nd Law Commission
News: The Union Cabinet has approved the creation of the 22nd Law Commission.
Facts:
•

The Law Commission of India is a non-statutory body constituted by the Government of India every
three years since 1955.

•

The 21st Law Commission of India was established in 2015 and its tenure was up to 31st August,2018.

•

Composition of 22nd Law Commission: The commission will consist of the following members:
o

a full-time Chairperson;

o

four full-time Members (including Member-Secretary)

o

Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs as ex-officio Member;

o

Secretary, Legislative Department as ex officio Member; and

o

not more than five part-time Members.

7. Centre begins process of delimitation of assembly seats in Union territory of Jammu & Kashmir
News: The Central Government has begun the process of delimitation of Assembly constituencies in Jammu and
Kashmir which was necessitated due to bifurcation of state of Jammu and Kashmir into two union territories.
Facts:
•

Delimitation is the act of redrawing boundaries of Lok Sabha and state Assembly seats to represent changes
in population. The main objective of delimitation is to provide equal representation to equal segments of a
population.

•

Process of Delimitation:
o

Under Article 82, the Parliament enacts a Delimitation Act after every Census.

o

Once the Act comes to force, the Union government sets up a Delimitation Commission.

o

The Delimitation commission was constituted in 1952, 1963, 1973 under their respective acts.

o

In 1976, the 42nd Constitutional Amendment was used to stop the delimitation process until 2001.

o

In 2002, based on the 2001 Census delimitation commission was setup to readjust the boundaries
of existing Lok Sabha and Assembly seats and reworking the number of reserved seats.
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Further, in 2002 the 84th Constitutional Amendment was used to freeze the delimitation process
till at least 2026.

Additional Facts - About Delimitation commission:
•

It is appointed by the President of India and works in collaboration with the Election Commission of India.

•

The commission is made up of a retired Supreme Court judge, the Chief Election Commissioner and the
respective State Election Commissioners.

•

The commission is mandated to a) determine the number and boundaries of constituencies to make the
population of all constituencies nearly equal and b) identify seats reserved for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, wherever their population is relatively large.

•

The constitution mandates that the orders of commission are final and cannot be questioned before any
court as it would hold up an election indefinitely.

8. National e-Governance Service Delivery Assessment (NeSDA) 2019
News: The Union Government has released the first National e-Governance Service Delivery Index Assessment
(NeSDA).
Facts:
•

The index has been prepared by the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances
(DARPG) with NASSCOM as the designated knowledge partner.

•

It is aimed at improving the overall e-Government development by evaluating the efficiency of service
delivery mechanisms from a citizen’s perspective.

•

The index was based on seven key parameters namely accessibility, content availability, ease of use,
information security and privacy, end-service delivery, integrated service delivery and status & request
tracking.

•

The index ranks ministries and states based on the above parameters.

9. Rajya Sabha Elections
News: The Election Commission has said that polling for 55 Rajya Sabha seats spread over 17 States would be held
on March 26,2020.
Facts:
•

The Rajya Sabha or Council of States is the upper house of the bicameral Parliament of India.

•

The Vice-President is the ex-officio chairperson of the Rajya Sabha.

•

It is a Permanent House and is not subject to dissolution as per Article 83(1) of the Constitution of India.

•

Composition of House:
o

Article 80 of the Constitution lays down the maximum strength of Rajya Sabha as 250 out of which
12 members are nominated by the President and 238 are representatives of the States and of the
two Union Territories.

o

However, the present strength of Rajya Sabha is 245, out of which 233 are representatives of the
States and Union territories of Delhi and Puducherry and 12 are nominated by the President.

o

The members nominated by the President are persons having special knowledge or practical
experience in respect of such matters as literature, science, art and social service.
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Allocation of Seats: The Fourth Schedule to the Constitution provides for allocation of seats to the States
and Union Territories in Rajya Sabha. The allocation of seats is made on the basis of the population of each
State.

•

Tenure of Rajya Sabha: Every Rajya Sabha MP has a tenure of six years and elections to one-third seats
are held every two years.

•

Electoral Process:
o

Article 80(4) of the Constitution of India provides that members of Rajya Sabha shall be elected by
the elected members of State Legislative Assemblies through the system of proportional
representation by means of the single transferable vote. Each MLAs vote is counted only once.

o

In order to win a Rajya Sabha seat, a candidate should get a required number of votes. The number
is found out using the formula:
𝑅𝑒𝑞𝑢𝑖𝑟𝑒𝑑 𝑣𝑜𝑡𝑒 = -

𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑛𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑣𝑜𝑡𝑒𝑠
? + 1.
(𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑅𝑎𝑗𝑦𝑎 𝑆𝑎𝑏ℎ𝑎 𝑠𝑒𝑎𝑡𝑠 + 1 )
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Economy
1. Economic Survey 2019-2020: Service Sector in India
News: The Economic Survey 2019-2020 has said that the services sector’s significance in the Indian economy has
continued to increase.
Facts:
•

Contribution of Service Sector to the Indian Economy:
o

55% of the total size of the economy and GVA
growth,

•

o

Two-thirds of total FDI inflows into India

o

38% of total exports

Performance of India’s Key Services Sub-Sectors:
o

Information Technology and Business Process Management (IT-BPM) Services: industry
size reached about US$ 177 billion in March 2019. IT services constituted 51% of the IT-BPM
sector

o

Tourism: India ranked 22nd in the world in terms of international tourist arrivals in 2018 and
accounts for 1.24% of the world’s international tourist arrivals

o

Port and Shipping Services: The shipping turnaround time (a key indicator of the efficiency of
the ports sector) at ports has almost halved from 4.67 days in 2010-11 to 2.48 days in 2018-19.

o

Space Sector: India spent about US$ 1.5 billion on space programs in 2018

2. Economic Survey 2019-2020: Social Infrastructure, Employment and Human Development
News: The Economic Survey 2019-2020 highlights the government’s commitment to social wellbeing in India.
Facts:
•

Expenditure on social services by the Centre and States (as a proportion of GDP): Increased from
6.2% in 2014-15 to 7.7% in 2019-20.

•

India’s ranking in Human Development Index: Improved to 129 in 2018 from 130 in 2017. With 1.34
% average annual HDI growth, India is among the fastest-improving countries.

•

Total formal employment: increased from 8% in 2011-12 to 9.98% in 2017-18

•

Gender disparity in India’s labour market: widened due to a decline in female labour force participation
especially in rural areas and around 60% of productive age (15-59) group are engaged in full-time domestic
duties

•

Housing: About 76.7% of the households in the rural and about 96% in the urban areas had houses of
pucca structure.

•

Vaccination: Mission Indradhanush has vaccinated 3.39 crore children and 87.18 lakh pregnant women.

3. Economic Survey: Thalinomics
News: The Economic Survey 2019-20 has included a chapter 'Thalinomics: The economics of a plate of food in
India'.
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Facts:
•

Thalinomics is an attempt to quantify what a common person pays
for a 'thali’ (plate of food) in India. It assesses whether 'thali' has
become more or less affordable over the last few years.

•

The survey has found that Veg 'thali' affordability has improved by 29%
and non-veg Thali affordability by 18% during 2006-07 to 2019-20.

•

This means that an average household of five individuals that eats two
vegetarian thalis a day gained around Rs 10,887 on average per year
while a non-vegetarian household gained Rs 11,787 on average per year.

•

It has also claimed that 2015-16 could be considered as a year when there was a shift in dynamics of thali
prices as many reform measures were introduced to enhance the agricultural sector.

4. Economic Survey: A Temasek-like model to put divestment on aggressive track
News: The Economic Survey 2019-20 has proposed a new structure of disinvestment called Temasek-like model to
maximise returns from public sector enterprise.
Facts:
•

Temasek like model is based on the experience of Singapore's Temasek Holdings Company.
o

Under this model, the government can transfer its stake in the listed CPSEs to a separate corporate
entity.

o

This entity would be managed by an independent board and would be mandated to divest the
government stake in these CPSEs over a period of time.

o

This will lend professionalism and autonomy to the disinvestment programme which in turn would
improve the economic performance of the CPSEs.

Additional Facts:
•

Disinvestment is defined as the action of an organisation (or government) selling or liquidating an asset or
subsidiary.

•

Economic Survey found that financial indicators such as net worth, net profit, return on assets (ROA), return
on equity (ROE) of the privatized CPSE’s on an average have improved significantly.

5. Union Budget 2020-21
News: The General Budget 2020-21 was presented by the Union Finance Minister in the Lok Sabha.
Facts:
•

Theme of Budget 2020-21: The Union Budget has been structured on the overall theme of “Ease of
Living.”

•

Aim of the Budget: Union Budget 2020-21 aims to:
o

To achieve seamless delivery of services through Digital governance

o

To improve physical quality of life through National Infrastructure Pipeline

o

Risk mitigation through Disaster Resilience

o

Social security through Pension and Insurance penetration.
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Prominent Theme: The budget is woven around three
prominent themes:
o

Aspirational India in which all sections of the
society seek better standards of living, with access to
health, education and better jobs.

o

Economic development for all, indicated in the
Prime Minister’s exhortation of “SabkaSaath,
SabkaVikas, SabkaVishwas”.

o

Caring Society that is both humane and
compassionate, where Antyodaya is an article of faith.

Additional Facts - Union Budget:
•

The word Budget has not been used in the Constitution of India. Rather Article 112 of the Constitution of
India mentions the term “Annual Financial statement”.

•

The budget is a statement of the estimated receipts and expenditure of the Government of India among
other things.

6. Budget 2020: Macro-economic Framework Statement (MFS) 2020-21
News: In Budget 2020-21, the Government of India has presented the Macro-economic Framework Statement (MFS)
2020-21.
Facts:
•

The Macroeconomic Framework Statement (MFS) 2020-21 describes
the return path of fiscal consolidation without compromising the
needs of investment out of public funds.

•

Fiscal Deficit: The government’s fiscal deficit for 2019-20 will be
3.8% of the gross domestic product (GDP) compared to 3.3%
projected last year. For the financial year 2020-21,the fiscal deficit
target has been set at 3.5%.

•

Disinvestment target: The government has pegged disinvestment
target for 2020-21 at Rs 1.20 lakh crore.

•

Capital Expenditure: The Finance Minister has proposed a 21% increase in capital expenditure for the FY
2020-21.

•

India is now the fifth-largest economy in the world

•

FDI: India’s Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) elevated to US$ 284 billion during 2014-19 from US$ 190
billion during 2009-14.

•

National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP): To improve the physical quality of life, the Government has
announced the NIP of projects worth Rs. 102 lakh crores which would commence in phases from 2020-21
to 2024-25.

•

Debt: Centre’s debt as a percentage of GDP has come down to 48.7% as of May 2019.

•

Poverty:2 71 million people raised out of poverty between 2006 and 2016.

•

Taxpayers: 6 million new taxpayers have been added in the last four years due to the GST.
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-97. Budget 2020: Govt unveils 16-point action plan to revive agricultural sector
News: Union Finance minister has proposed 16 action points focusing on doubling Farmers income, Horticulture
sector, Food storage, Animal Husbandry and Blue economy.
Facts:
The key highlight of the 16-point action plan includes:
•

Help 20 lakh farmers setup standalone solar pumps under PM-KUSUM scheme.

•

Artificial insemination to be increased to 70% from the present 30%.

•

Expansion of NABARD Refinancing Scheme while MGNREGS to be used to develop fodder farm

•

State governments who undertake implementation of model laws (issued by the Central government) to be
encouraged.

•

Village Storage Scheme which will be run by the SHG (Self Help Group) to provide farmers a good holding
capacity and reduce their logistics cost.

•

Indian Railways will set up a Kisan Rail for transporting perishable goods.

•

Krishi Udaan will be launched by the Ministry of Civil Aviation on national and international routes for
agricultural exports.

•

Target for Agricultural credit has been increased to Rs 15 lakh crore from Rs 12 lakh crore

•

Fish production to be raised to 200 lakh tonnes by 2022-23

•

By 2025, milk processing capacity to be doubled to 108 MT

•

Government proposes measures to improve the situation in 100 water-stressed districts

•

One District One Product to be extended to Horticulture

•

Integrated Farming systems in Rain fed areas to be expanded

•

Jaivik Kheti Portal – online national organic products market to be strengthened.

•

Foot and Mouth Disease, Brucellosis in cattle and Peste des Petits ruminants (PPR) in sheep and goat to be
eliminated by 2025.

•

Self Help Groups (SHGs) of Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana to be mobilised.

8. 15th Finance Commission report
News: The Finance Minister has tabled the interim report of the 15th Finance Commission recommendations.
Facts:
Interim report recommendations:
•

It has recommended 41% share for states from Centre’s divisible pool in 2020-21 while making a special
provision of 1% for the new Union territories of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh.

•

It has recommended an allocation of Rs 28,983 crore for disaster risk management in 2020-21, in addition
to disaster response funds through setting up of mitigation funds at both state and national level.

•

However, the Commission has not yet set aside funds separately for defence spending needs. It said that a
special committee will be set up to examine the same.

Additional Facts - 15th Finance Commission:
•

The 15th Finance Commission was constituted by the President of India under the chairmanship of NK
Singh.
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The term of the commission was originally set to end in October 2019 but was extended to November 30,
2019.

•

Its recommendations will cover a period of five years from April 2021 to March 2026.

9. Budget 2020: Investment Clearance Cell
News: The Finance Minister has proposed setting up an 'Investment Clearance Cell' for young entrepreneurs.
Facts:
•

The Investment Clearance cell will be a pan-India single-window clearance system for entrepreneurs.

•

It will be setup by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT).

•

The cell will give investors free investment advisory, land banks and facilitate clearances even at state level.

•

It will onboard all central government related procedures and clearances in a single online form.

Additional Facts - Budget on Startups:
•

Government has proposed to come up with a policy on the setting up of Private Centre Data Parks which
will provide a major lift to startups that bank heavily on consumer data for their businesses.

•

Startups with turnover of up to Rs 100 crore can claim 100% deduction on their profit for computing tax
liability for three consecutive years out of 10 years since its incorporation.

•

Government will soon set up a digital platform to ease registration of Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs)
developed by entrepreneurs and startups.

•

The Knowledge Translation Clusters are to be set up under new and emerging sectors as well. It will
design, fabricate and validate proof of concept.

•

Government will directly provide seed funding to support ideation and development of early stage startups
in India.

10. Budget 2020: Taxation and Governance
News: The Finance minister has announced the Vivad Se Vishwas scheme in Budget 2020-21 that would help in
reducing litigation.
Facts:
•

Vivaad se Vishwaas is an amnesty scheme aimed at reducing tax litigations pending at various forums.
o

Under the proposed scheme, a taxpayer would be required to pay only the amount of the disputed
taxes and will get complete waiver of interest and penalty provided he pays by March 31, 2020.

o

Those who avail this scheme after that will have to pay some additional amount. The scheme will
remain open till June 30, 2020.

•

Taxpayer Charter:
o

Budget allocated funds to institutionalize a Taxpayer Charter. This is to ensure fairness and avoid
harassment in the quest of collecting taxes from the citizens.

o

Only three countries in the world so far have enshrined the rights of taxpayers, namely Canada,
Australia and the US. Through taxpayer charter, India also joins the list.
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News: The Union Cabinet has approved amendments to the Banking Regulation Act to give the Reserve Bank of
India greater control over cooperative banks.
Facts:
Key provisions of the amendments:
•

Cooperative banks will be brought under the regulation of the RBI.

•

The RBI will have the power to supersede and take control of the cooperative banks if the bank’s financial
health deteriorates.

•

Cooperative banks will need RBI permission to appoint a CEO

•

Cooperative bank audits will have to be done as per RBI guidelines

Additional Facts - Co-operative bank:
•

Co-operative bank is a financial entity which belongs to its members, who are at the same time the owners
and the customers of their bank.

•

Cooperative Banks are registered under the State’s Cooperative Societies Act. They are also regulated by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

•

They are classified into two categories namely Urban Co-operative Banks (UCBs) and rural co-operative
banks.

12. Union Cabinet clears Bill to regulate pesticide business
News: The Union Cabinet has approved the Pesticides Management Bill, 2020. It seeks to replace the existing
Insecticides Act of 1968
Facts:
About Pesticides Management Bill, 2020
•

Aim: To protect the interest of farmers and ensure they get safe and effective pesticides.

•

Key Features:
o

Farmers would be empowered to get all information regarding the available pesticides, their
strength, weaknesses, and risks from the dealers

o

Any person who wants to import, manufacture, or export pesticides would have to register under
the new bill and provide all details regarding expected performance, efficacy, safety, usage
instructions

o

Provision to provide compensation if there is any farm loss because of low quality or spurious
pesticides

o

All the information regarding the available pesticides would be available in the public domain, in
all languages in digital format.

13. Tamil Nadu CM declares Cauvery Delta as Protected Special Agriculture Zone
News: Tamil Nadu government has announced to make the Cauvery Delta region a Protected Special Agriculture
Zone (PSAZ)
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•

Cauvery Delta: It lies in the eastern part of Tamil Nadu. It is bounded by the Bay of Bengal on the east and
the Palk strait on the south.

•

Rice is the principal crop in the area.

•

Protected Special Agriculture Zone: It will include Thanjavur, Tiruvarur, Nagapattinam districts and delta
regions of Trichy, Ariyalur, Cuddalore and Pudukkottai

•

It cannot be used for any non-agricultural activities.

•

It recognises farmer concerns about hydrocarbon
exploration and accords primacy to food security.

Additional Facts - Background:
•

In 2019, Centre had awarded oil and gas exploration
contracts in the Cauvery basin. Tamil Nadu has witnessed protests over the projects amid the ongoing water
crisis in the state

•

Cauvery Basin: The Cauvery River originates in Karnataka's Kodagu district, flows into Tamil Nadu, and
reaches the Bay of Bengal at Poompuhar. Parts of three Indian states - Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and Karnataka
- and the Union Territory of Pondicherry lie in the Cauvery basin.

14. Cabinet Gives Nod for Formation Of 10,000 Farmer Producer Organizations
News: Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs approved Central Sector Scheme called "Formation and Promotion
of Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs)"
Facts:
"Formation and Promotion of Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs)" - Key features
•

Aim: to form and promote 10,000 new FPOs in five years (2019-20 to 2023-24)

•

Implementing Agencies: Small Farmers Agri-business Consortium (SFAC), National Cooperative
Development Corporation (NCDC) and National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
(NABARD).

•

FPOs will be formed and promoted through Cluster-Based Business Organizations (CBBOs) engaged at the
State/Cluster level by implementing agencies.

•

There will be a National Project Management Agency (NPMA) at SFAC for providing overall project
guidance, data compilation, and maintenance.

•

The minimum number of members in FPO will be 300 in plain area and 100 in North East & hilly areas.

•

FPOs will be promoted under "One District One Product" cluster to promote specialization and better
processing, marketing, branding & export

Additional Facts:
•

Farmer Producer Organisation (FPO): It is a legal entity formed by producers that are all farmers. It can
be a producer company, a cooperative society or any other legal form which provides for sharing of
profits/benefits among the members.
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News: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) decided to will align its financial accounting year with that of the central
government’s fiscal year with effect from 2020-21
Facts:
•

Fiscal year: It is used in government accounting, which varies between countries, and for budget purposes.
In India, the government's financial year runs from 1 April to 31 March.

•

The financial year of RBI: Since 1940, RBI’s accounting year/financial year is July-June

•

The Bimal Jalan Committee on Economic Capital Framework (ECF) of the RBI had proposed a change in
its accounting year to April-March from the financial year 2020-21 on the grounds that:

•

RBI would be able to provide better estimates of projected surplus transfers to the government for the
financial year for budgeting purposes

•

It is also expected to result in better management of the transfer of dividend or surplus to the government

•

As governments, companies, and other institutions follow the April-March year, it will help with effective
management of accounting.

16. India’s ‘imported’ food inflation
News: The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation’s (FAO’s) food price index has touched 182.5 points
in January 2020, the highest since December 2014.
Facts:
•

The FAO Food Price Index (FPI) is a measure of the change in international prices of a basket of major
food commodities with reference to a base period of 2002-04.

•

How FPI has affected India?
o

The surge in global food prices is reflected in trends in India as well. Annual consumer food price
index (CFPI) inflation which stood at 2.99% in August 2019 has reached 13.63% in January,2020.

o

The inflation in the wholesale price index for food articles has also increased from 7.8% in August
2019 to 11.51% in January 2020.

Additional Facts - Imported Inflation:
•

Imported inflation is when the general price level rises in a country because of the rise in prices of imported
commodities.

•

The two key contributors to India’s imports are: Crude Oil and Gold. The rise in the prices of these two
products usually lead to rise in the import bill of the country.

17. Finance minister launches EASE 3.0 for tech-enabled banking
News: The Finance Minister has launched Enhanced Access and Service Excellence (EASE 3.0).
Facts:
•

EASE is a set of banking reforms which aims to incorporate technological aids for ensuring better banking
experience, wider financial inclusion and easier credit distribution.

•

EASE 3.0: aims to provide advanced solutions that will make the public sector banking smart and technology
enabled.
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It will include facilities like Palm Banking for End-to-end digital delivery of financial service,
Banking on Go via EASE banking outlets, digitalised branch experience, tech-enabled agriculture
lending among others.

18. RBI unveils 5-yr financial inclusion strategy: Here're key recommendations
News: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has come up with a National Strategy for Financial Inclusion 2019-24. It
aims at providing access to formal financial services in an affordable manner
Facts:
Recommendations put forward by the Financial Inclusion Advisory Committee of the RBI
•

universal access to financial services wherein every village should have access to a formal financial services
provider within a 5-km radius.

•

digital financial services to be strengthened in all tier-II to tier-VI centres to facilitate a less-cash society by
March 2022.

•

every adult enrolled under the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojna should be enrolled under an insurance
scheme and pension scheme by March.

•

the public credit registry has to be made fully operational by March 2022 so that authorized financial entities
can leverage the same for assessing credit proposals.

•

new entrants to the financial system may be given the relevant information regarding government livelihood
programs

•

devise a customer grievance portal or mobile application that will act as a common interface for lodging,
tracking, and redressal of grievances pertaining to the financial sector
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Policy
1. Govt launches school health programme under Ayushman Bharat
News: The Government of India has launched a School Health Programme under Ayushman Bharat – Health &
Wellness Centres.
Facts:
About the School Health Ambassador Initiative:
•

Aim: To foster the growth, development and educational achievement of school going children by
promoting their health and well-being.

•

Implementation: It has been jointly rolled out by the Ministries of Health & Family Welfare and Human
Resource Development.

•

The initiative will also be effectively linked with other government initiatives such as the Fit India movement,
Eat Right campaign.

•

Under the initiative, two teachers will be selected as Health and wellness ambassadors (trained by NCERT)
in public schools to raise awareness about preventive health aspects.

Additional Facts:
Fit India Movement:
•

Aim: To encourage people to inculcate physical activity and sports in their everyday lives.

•

It is implemented by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports.

About Eat Right campaign:
•

Launched by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) in 2018.

•

Aim: The movement aims to improve public health in India and combat negative nutritional trends to fight
lifestyle diseases.

2. Cabinet approves Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) Phase-II
News: The Union Cabinet has approved Phase II of the Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen)
Facts:
Phase II of the Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen)
•

Will be implemented from 2020-21 to 2024-25 in a mission mode

•

Will focus on Open Defecation Free Plus (ODF Plus), which includes ODF sustainability and Solid and
Liquid Waste Management (SLWM).

•

SLWM component will be monitored on the basis of output-outcome indicators for four key areas: plastic
waste management, bio-degradable solid waste management (including animal waste management),
greywater management and faecal sludge management.

•

ODF Plus program will converge with MGNREGA (especially for greywater management) and will
complement the Jal Jeevan Mission.

•

Will also work towards ensuring that no one is left behind, and everyone uses a toilet.

Additional Information - Swachh Bharat Mission:
•

It is a nationwide cleanliness campaign initiated by Govt. of India on 2nd October 2014.
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Aim: It sought to achieve a Clean India by 2019, as a tribute to the 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi.

•

Objectives:
o

Eliminate open defecation

o

Conversion of insanitary toilets to pour
flush toilets,

o

Eradication of manual scavenging,

o 100%

collection

and

scientific

processing/disposal reuse/recycle of Municipal Solid Waste
•

Sub-Missions:
o

Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen): It aims to improve the levels of cleanliness in rural areas
through Solid and Liquid Waste Management activities and making villages Open Defecation Free
(ODF) and clean. It is implemented by the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Jal Shakti
Ministry.

o

Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban): It aims at the elimination of open defecation, conversion of
unsanitary toilets to pour flush toilets, eradication of manual scavenging, municipal solid waste
management and bringing about a behavioral change in people regarding healthy sanitation
practices. It is implemented by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.

About Jal Jeevan Mission:
•

Aim: It seeks to provide safe and adequate drinking water through individual household tap connections
(Har Ghar Jal) to all rural households by 2024.

•

Implementing Agency: It will be implemented by the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation under
the Jal Shakti Ministry.

3. Cabinet approves Revamping of Crop Insurance Schemes
News: Cabinet has approved Revamping of Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) and Restructured Weather
Based Crop Insurance Scheme (RWBCIS) to address the existing challenges in implementation of Crop Insurance
Schemes.
Facts:
The following changes are to be undertaken in the crop insurance schemes:
•

The time period for an insurance company to work under the scheme is to be extended to 3 years.

•

The Central subsidy has been limited to 30% for unirrigated areas/crops and 25% for irrigated areas/crops.

•

Enrolment under the Scheme to be made voluntary for all farmers.

•

Central Share in Premium Subsidy to be increased to 90% for North Eastern States from the existing sharing
pattern of 50:50.

•

Technology solutions such as Smart Sampling Technique and Crop cutting are to be adopted under insurance
for PMFBY.

•

Flexibility to States/UTs to implement the Scheme with option to select any or many additional risks
covers/features.
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International Relations
1. US President’s Visit to India
News: The US President was on a visit to India. During his visit, several agreements were signed between India and
the United States.
Facts:
•

India and the United States have decided to upgrade their bilateral relationship to a Comprehensive Global
Strategic Partnership (CGSP).

•

The CGSP will include issues such as defence, security cooperation and revitalisation of the Indo-Pacific
with quadrilateral dialogue.

•

Permanent presence of US International Development Finance Corporation (USIDFC) in India.

•

The US has proposed a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with India that will include the restoration of benefits
of low or zero duty to certain Indian exports under the Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) and market
access for each other’s agricultural products.

Additional information:
About US IDFC:
U.S. International Development Finance Corporation (DFC), headquartered in Washington is an independent
agency of the U.S Government established in 2018.
It offers innovative financial solutions to support private investors through debt financing, political risk insurance,
equity investment and supporting private equity investment funds.
GSP: Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) is a preferential tariff system extended by developed countries to
developing countries. It allows concessional low/zero tariff imports from developing countries.
In 2019, the US had terminated India’s designation as a beneficiary under GSP
2. India-Myanmar Relations
News: The President of Myanmar visited India.
Facts:
The two countries signed agreements in various fields such as:
•

MoU on Cooperation for Prevention of Trafficking in Persons

•

Agreement regarding Indian Grant Assistance for Implementation of Quick Impact Projects (QIP)

•

Project Agreement for construction of pre-schools under Rakhine State Development Programme

•

India reiterated its commitment for construction of the Integrated Check Post in Tamu, Myanmar among
others.

Additional Facts – India – Myanmar Relations:
•

India and Myanmar relationship officially started after the Treaty of Friendship was signed in 1951.

•

Myanmar shares a long 1,643 km border with 4 Indian states namely Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland and
Arunachal Pradesh in Northeast India.

•

Myanmar's membership of ASEAN, BIMSTEC and Mekong Ganga Cooperation has introduced a subregional dimension to bilateral relations with India.
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The exercises between India and Myanmar are a) IMBAX - It is a bilateral army exercise between India and
Myanmar and b) IMNEX - It is a bilateral annual naval exercise between India and Myanmar.

3. Beijing Platform for Action
News: To mark 25 years of the adoption of the Beijing Platform for Action, Ministry of Women & Child
Development (MWCD) has organized a National Consultation on the Review of Beijing+25.
Facts:
About Beijing Platform for Action:
•

The Beijing Declaration was a resolution adopted by the United Nations (UN) at the end of the Fourth
World Conference on Women on 15 September 1995.

•

The resolution adopted to promulgate a set of principles concerning the equality of men and women.

•

It covers 12 key critical matters of concern and areas for action considered to represent the main obstacles
in women empowerment.

4. Brexit: UK leaves the European Union
News: Britain has officially left the European Union (EU) and has become the first country to leave the 28-member
bloc.
Facts:
UK-EU Brexit withdrawal agreement:
•

As part of the withdrawal agreement, there will be a transition period until December 31st 2020, to make the
separation process smoother and will be used by the UK and EU to negotiate a new relationship.

•

During the transition period, the UK will be officially out of the EU and not be represented on EU bodies
but would still have the same obligations as an EU member.

•

These include remaining in the EU customs union and the single market, contributing to the EU’s budget
and following EU law.

Additional Facts:
Brexit
•

Article 50 of the Treaty of Lisbon gives any European Union (EU) member state the right to quit unilaterally.
Brexit is a term used to define the United Kingdom coming out of the European Union (EU).

European Union:
•

The European Union is an international organization which will now consist of 27 European countries. It
governs the common economic, social and security policies of its member states.

•

It operates an internal (or single) market which allows free movement of goods, capital, services and people
between member states.

•

The 19 EU countries use the EURO as their official currency, however eight EU members namely Bulgaria,
Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Hungary, Poland, Romania and Sweden do not use the euro.

5. United States Trade Representative (USTR) takes India off developing country list
News: The office of the USTR has taken off India from the list of developing countries that are eligible to claim
benefits for preferential treatment with respect to Countervailing duties (CVDs) investigations
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•

USTR has now eliminated preferential treatment for India along with other countries such as Brazil,
Indonesia, Hong Kong, South Africa, Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam and Argentina.

•

This would make it easier for the US to impose countervailing duties (CVDs) on goods from India and
certain other countries.

Additional Facts:
Background:
•

In 1998, the US had come up with lists of countries classified as per their level of development to harmonise
it with the World Trade Organization’s (WTO) Subsidies and Countervailing Measures (SCM) Agreement.

•

Under this SCM agreement, countries that had not yet reached the status of a developed country were entitled
to special treatment for purposes of countervailing measures.

•

This meant that imports from these countries included were subject to different thresholds for determining
if countervailing subsidies are de minimis (too trivial or minor to merit consideration) and whether import
volumes are negligible.

Countervailing duty (CVD): is an import tax imposed on certain goods in order to prevent dumping or counter
export subsidies.
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Environment
1. Explained: What is the locust attack destroying crops in several countries?
News: Pakistan and Somalia have declared locust emergencies.
Facts:
•

Locusts are a group of short-horned grasshoppers. They multiply in numbers as they migrate long distances
in destructive swarms.

•

Four species of locusts are found in India: Desert locust, Migratory locust, and Bombay Locust and Tree
locust.

•

Desert locust is regarded as the most destructive pest in India

•

Locust Hotspots
o

The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) has currently identified three hotspots of
threatening locust activity: a) Horn of Africa, b) the Red Sea area, and c) Southwest Asia.

o
•

The Horn of Africa has been called the worst-affected area

Control measures taken by India:
o

Locust Control and Research scheme: It is implemented through the Locust Warning
Organisation (LWO) which was established in 1939.

o

LWO was amalgamated in 1946 with the Directorate of Plant Protection Quarantine and Storage
(PPQS) of the Ministry of Agriculture.

o

Objective: protection of standing crops and other green vegetation from Desert locust

2. Economic Survey 2019-20: What it says on stubble burning
News: Economic Survey 2019-20 has said that the number of stubble-burning incidents (61,332) in 2019 was the least
in four years. However, the survey highlights agricultural residue burning as a “major concern”.
Facts:
Recommendations put forward by Economic Survey 2019-2020:
•

Agriculture conservation should be promoted with “low lignocellulosic (plant dry matter)” crop residues
such as rice, wheat and maize.

•

Crop residue-based briquettes (a block of compressed coal dust or peat used as fuel.) to be encouraged

•

Thermal power plants in the vicinity to be encouraged to undertake co-firing of crop residues with coal

Additional Facts:
Stubble Burning: It is the practice of intentionally setting fire to residues that remains after the harvest of a crop. It
is usually done to clear the field quickly for the next season and to burn off weeds and other pests.
Steps taken
•

The Centre and states of Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh have declared “zero-tolerance policy” on
stubble burning.

•

In 2018, the Punjab government drafted an action plan to deal with stubble burning. Under the plan, the
state has decided to provide straw management machinery at 80% subsidy to the cooperative societies and
other groups and at 50% subsidy to individual farmers.
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Happy Seeder: It is a tractor-operated machine developed by the Punjab Agricultural University (PAU) in
collaboration with Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR). It is used for in-situ
management of paddy stubble (straw).

•

Advanced Air Quality Early Warning System: It has been developed by Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology, Pune, under MoES. The system uses data of stubble burning incidents from the past 15 years
to predict the date and place of the next burning.

3. Economic Survey 2019-2020: India has become the Second Largest Emerging Green Bond Market after
China
News: According to Economic Survey 2019-20, India has the Second largest Emerging Green Bond Market after
China. India has also joined the International Platform on Sustainable Finance (IPSF) in 2019 to scale up
environmentally sustainable investments.
Facts:
•

Green Bonds: These are fixed-income financial instruments issued for funding of specific projects which
have positive environmental and climate benefits.

•

Yes Bank was the first Indian Bank to issue Green Infrastructure Bonds (GIBs) in India in 2015.

•

Avenues where these funds can be invested: Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has allocated
eight high-level categories as “green projects”.

Additional Facts:
•

International Platform on Sustainable Finance (IPSF): Launched in 2019 by Argentina, Canada, Chile,
China, India, Kenya, Morocco and the European Union

•

Aim: To scale up the mobilization of private capital towards environmentally sustainable investments

•

Objectives:
o

promote best practices in environmentally sustainable finance;

o

Identify barriers and opportunities to scale up environmentally sustainable finance internationally;

o

Enhance international coordination on environmentally sustainable finance issues.

4. 93,000 hectares affected by forest fires in 2019: Government
News: Minister of State for Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) has provided information about
forest fires management and prevention in Rajya Sabha.
Facts:
•

According to the Forest Survey of India, about 21.40% of forest cover in India is prone to fires with forests
in the north-eastern region and central India being the most vulnerable.

•

Mizoram recorded the highest number of forest fire alerts between November 2018 and June 2019.

•

Initiatives for prevention of Forest fires:
o

National Action Plan on Forest Fires: National Action Plan on Forest Fires (NAPFF) was
launched in 2018 to minimise forest fires by informing, enabling and empowering forest fringe
communities and incentivising them to work with the State Forest Departments.
§

It also aims to enhance capabilities of forest personnel and institutions in fighting fires
and swift recovery subsequent to fire incidents.
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Forest Fire Prevention and Management scheme: The Forest Fire Prevention and Management
Scheme (FPM) is the centrally Sponsored scheme which replaced the Intensification of Forest
Management Scheme (IFMS) in 2017.
§

The scheme aims to a) Minimise forest fire incidences and help in restoring productivity
of forests in affected areas b) Encourage partnership with forest fringe communities for
forest protection and c) Prepare fire danger rating system and devise forest fire forecasting
system.

Additional Facts – Draft National Forest Policy 2018:
•

The policy aims at bringing a minimum of one-third of India’s total geographical area under forest or tree
cover.

•

It calls for safeguarding ecosystems from forest fires, mapping the vulnerable areas and developing and
strengthening early warning systems and methods to control fire based on remote sensing technology and
community participation.

5. Explained: What is a jet stream, which helped a flight beat speed record?
News: The Boeing 747-436 plane was able to achieve a speed of 1,327 kph as it was aided by a strong jet stream
generated due to Storm Ciara.
Facts:
Jet Streams: they are relatively narrow bands of strong wind in the upper levels of the atmosphere.
•

The winds blow from west to east in jet streams, but the flow often shifts to the north and south.

•

Jet streams follow the boundaries between hot and cold air.
Since these hot and cold air boundaries are most
pronounced in winter, jet streams are the strongest for both
the northern and southern hemisphere in winters.

•

The greater the difference in air temperature, the faster the
jet stream. It can reach speeds of up to 250 mph or greater,
but average speed is 110 mph.

•

South of the jet stream, the air is usually warmer than average. North of the jet stream, the air is usually
cooler than average.

•

Types:
o

Subtropical Jet Streams: Forms at latitudes of 20 to 30 degrees North and South.

o

Polar Front jet streams: Form between the 50 and 60 degrees north and south of the equator

o

Tropical Easterly Jet Stream: occurs near the tropopause over Southeast Asia, India, and Africa
during summer

•

Influence on Weather
o

help in maintaining latitudinal heat balance

o

influence the path of temperate cyclones

o

Polar Front Jet influence the mid-latitude weather disturbances

o

Subtropical westerly jet stream, tropical easterly jet stream, and Somalia low-level jet stream impact
monsoons in India.
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News: Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change tabled data in Parliament on man-animal conflict.
Facts:
Government Initiatives to man-animal conflict:
•

•

Draft national wildlife action plan (NWAP) 2017-31
o

ensure that developmental projects do not increase conflicts

o

Use of traditional knowledge to tackle conflicts,

Immune-contraception method: It is a non-hormonal form of contraception. It causes production of
antibodies which in turn prevents pregnancy. Environment Ministry sanctioned over Rs 10 crore for
'immunology contraception' of wild boars, Rhesus monkeys and elephants

•

Ministry of Environment and Forest and Climate Change Guidelines on Man-Animal conflict
o

Wildlife Rescue Teams equipped with adequate personnel, equipment and communication systems

o

Identifying regular movements corridors of large wildlife, and adequate publicity/awareness to
avoid disturbances

o

Compilation of data on conflicts, reasons for such conflicts, best practices of response.

o

Insurance programs for damage due to wildlife

7. Pangolin
News: Scientists investigating the animal origins of the novel coronavirus said pangolins could be responsible for the
spread of the virus to humans in China.
Facts:
•

The pangolin is the only scaly mammal on earth

•

Habitat: There are a total of eight pangolin species across Africa and Asia.

•

Asian species: Sunda Pangolin, Philippine Pangolin, Chinese Pangolin and Indian Pangolin.

•

African species: Long-tailed Pangolin, Tree Pangolin, Giant Pangolin and the Ground Pangolin.

•

Of the eight species of pangolin, two are found in India: Chinese pangolin mostly found in northeast India
and Indian pangolin is found in the rest of India.

•

•

Conservation Status:
o

Chinese pangolin and Sunda pangolin – Critically Endangered

o

Indian pangolin and Philippine pangolin – Endangered

In News: For the first time, the Madhya Pradesh Forest department in collaboration with NGO Wildlife
Conservation Trust, has radio-tagged Indian Pangolin.

8. Mukurthi National Park
News: Tamil Nadu government is constructing fire lines’ or ‘fire breaks’, in the Mukurthi National Park (MNP) ahead
of summer and peak fire season.
Facts:
•

Mukurthi National Park: It is located in the northwest corner of Tamil Nadu in the Western Ghats
mountain range. It is also a part of Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve. The park also has the distinction of being a
UNESCO World Heritage Site because it is part of the Western Ghats.

ForumIAS Offline Guidance Centre
2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi – 110005 | helpdesk@forumias.academy | +91-9821711605

- 24 o

It is characterised by montane grasslands and shrublands interspersed with sholas in a high altitude
area of high rainfall, near-freezing temperatures and high winds.

o

Keystone Species: The main reason behind establishing a national park in the place was to protect
the Nilgiri Tahr which is a Keystone species.

Additional Facts:
•

Fire Line: It is an artificially formed break in foliage or forest cover to control the spread of wildfires by
limiting the amount of combustible vegetation available.

•

Keystone Species: is a species that plays an essential role in the structure, functioning or productivity of a
habitat or ecosystem at a defined level (habitat, soil, seed dispersal, etc).
o

Disappearance of such species may lead to significant ecosystem change or dysfunction which may
have knock on effects on a broader scale.

9. India marks the beginning of “Super Year of Biodiversity”
News: India has marked the beginning of the super year of Biodiversity with the hosting of the 13th Conference of
Parties (COP) of the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS)
Super Year
Facts:
•

Global advocacy groups have nicknamed 2020 a “super year” for activism and actions. It highlights 21 SDG
targets that are expiring in 1 year. The SDGs of Climate, Ocean, Gender, life below water and land, means
of implementation will be given special focus upon.

•

o

Gender Equality (SDG 5)

o

Climate Action (SDG 13)

o

Responsible Consumption and Production (SDG 12)

o

Life Below Water and on Land (SDGs 14 and 15)

o

Means of Implementation (SDG 17)

On the side-lines of CMS COP-13, India and Norway declared the 2020-30 decade as the “Decade of rapid
action on Climate Change and Environment”

10. Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) launches three ocean-based services
News: The INCOIS has launched three ocean-based specialised products/services.
Facts:
•

Small Vessel Advisory and Forecast Services System (SVAS): is an innovative system for small vessels
operating in Indian coastal waters based on the Boat Safety Index (BSI). It will warn users about potential
zones where vessel overturning can take place,10 days in advance.

•

Swell Surge Forecast System (SSFS): it will provide forewarnings for the coastal population of India’s
vast shoreline which experiences a slew of damages caused by swell waves that actually originate from the
distant Southern Ocean.

•

Algal Bloom Information Service (ABIS): It provides information on harmful algal blooms that are
detrimental to coastal fisheries and also tend to cause respiratory problems in the coastal population.

Additional Facts:
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Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS): is an autonomous organization
under the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES).
o

It is located in Hyderabad & was established in 1999 under the MoES and is a unit of the Earth
System Science Organization (ESSO).

o

It is mandated to provide the best possible ocean information and advisory services to society,
industry, government agencies and the scientific community.

11. The dolphin population in Odisha's Gahirmatha halves: Annual census
News: According to the January 2020 census conducted by the Forest Department of the Odisha State Government,
the state’s total dolphin count was pegged at 233, down from 259 in 2019. The dolphin population in Gahirmatha
marine sanctuary halved to 62 from 126 in 2019.
Facts:
•

•

Gahirmatha marine sanctuary
o

It is located within Bhitarkanika National Park in Odisha’s Kendrapara district.

o

It is known as the world’s largest Olive Ridley (IUCN status: Vulnerable) rookery.

Bhitarkanika National Park
o

It is inundated by the rivers Brahmani, Baitarani, Dhamra, Pathsala.

o

It is the second-largest mangrove ecosystem in India, the first being Sundarbans (West Bengal).

o

It has been designated as a Ramsar Site.

Additional Facts - Dolphin:
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12. Two-thirds of most polluted cities are in India: global report
News: Pollution tracker IQAir and Greenpeace released the 2019 World Air Quality Report. The ranking in the report
is based on a comparison of PM2.5 levels.
Facts:
•

90% of the global population breathe unsafe air

•

Most polluted countries: Bangladesh, Pakistan, Mongolia, Afghanistan, and India.

•

India accounts for 21 of the most polluted 30 cities; 14 of the highest 20; and 6 of the highest 10.

•

Most Polluted Cities: Ghaziabad (India), Hotan (China), Gujranwala (Pakistan), Faisalabad (Pak), Delhi
(India)

ForumIAS Offline Guidance Centre
2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi – 110005 | helpdesk@forumias.academy | +91-9821711605

- 26 -

Science and Technology
1. How Wuhan outbreak became sixth global health emergency in 10 years
News: The World Health Organization (WHO) has declared 2019 novel coronavirus (nCoV) outbreak in China as a
public health emergency of international concern.
Facts:
•

Novel Coronavirus: It is a new strain of coronavirus that has not been previously identified in humans.
2019-nCoV, had not previously detected before the outbreak was reported in Wuhan, China in December
2019.

•

Transmission: It is a respiratory virus that spreads primarily through contact with an infected person
through respiratory droplets.

•

Symptoms: fever, cough, shortness of breath and breathing difficulties.

Additional Facts:
•

Coronavirus: These are viruses belonging to a family known as Coronaviridae. They are zoonotic, meaning
they are transmitted between animals and people
o

They cause illness ranging from the common cold to more severe diseases such as Middle East
Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS).

•

Public Health Emergency - defined as an extraordinary event that constitutes a public health risk to other
States through the international spread of the disease and potentially requires a coordinated international
response.
o

It is declared under International Health Regulations (IHR 2005) by Director-General of the WHO

o

Previous Declarations:
§

•

H1N1 Influenza-2009, Polio-2014, Ebola-2014 and 2019, Zika Virus: 2016

International Health Regulations (IHR 2005)
o

Aim: prevent, protect against, control and provide a public health response to the international
spread of disease.

o

Legally binding international law on 196 states and countries must report events of international
public health importance. Entered into force in 2007

2. Budget 2020: National Mission on Quantum Technologies & Application
News: In Budget 2020, the Finance Minister has announced a National Mission on Quantum Technologies &
Applications (NM-QTA).
Facts:
•

The mission will be implemented for a period of 5 years by the Department of Science & Technology (DST).

•

The mission aims to address the ever-increasing technological requirements of the society and take into
account the international technology trends for development of next generation technologies.

About the Quantum Technology:
•

Quantum Technology is based on the principles of quantum theory, which explains the nature of energy and
matter on the atomic and subatomic level.
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Quantum principles can be used for engineering solutions to extremely complex problems in computing,
communications, sensing, chemistry, cryptography, imaging and mechanics.

•

However, the Quantum field has not yet matured for commercialization, due to the extreme scientific
challenges involved.

3. What is genome mapping?
News: The Government of India has cleared an ambitious genemapping project called the Genome India Project.
Facts:
•

Genome India Project will involve 20 leading institutions
including the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) in
Bengaluru and a few IITs.

•

The IISc’s Centre for Brain Research, an autonomous
institute will serve as the nodal point of the project.

•

The first stage of the project will look at samples of
around 10,000 persons from all over the country to form
a grid that will enable the development of a reference
genome.

Additional Facts - About Genome Mapping:
•

Genome refers to an organism’s complete set of DNAs which includes all its genes and mapping these genes
simply means finding out the location of these genes in a chromosome.

•

Genetic mapping offers evidence that a disease transmitted from parent to child is linked to one or more
genes and provides clues about which chromosome contains the gene and precisely where the gene lies on
that chromosome

4. ISRO to launch an unprecedented 10 earth imaging satellites
News: According to the latest annual report of the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) for 2019-20, ISRO
will launch 10 earth observation (EO) satellites during 2020-21.
Facts:
•

GISAT-1: It is a Geo Imaging Satellite in Geostationary orbit with a high temporal resolution. is primarily
meant for near real-time imaging of natural resources and disaster management.

•

RISAT-2BR2: It is a high agility X-Band Synthetic Aperture Radar-based satellite. It will provide all-weather,
day/night imaging services from space.

•

OCEANSAT-3: It will provide continuity of ocean colour data with improvements to continue and enhance
operational services like potential fishery zone and primary productivity.

•

RISAT-1A and 2A: They will provide continuity of service for RISAT-1 and RISAT-2 respectively.

•

HRSAT: It will have a constellation of three satellites. Applications include large scale and cadastral level
mapping, urban and rural planning, infrastructure development & monitoring, précising agriculture, disaster
management, etc.
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RESOURCESAT-3/3A: The mission is envisaged to provide continuity of data service on an operational
basis in the area of Land and Water resources management.

•

RESOURCESAT-3S/3SA: These are planned to provide data services for earth resource monitoring with
improved resolution and a wide swath.

•

INSAT-3DS: It is designed for enhanced meteorological observations, monitoring of land and ocean
surfaces, generating a vertical profile of the atmosphere for weather forecasting and disaster warning.

•

Microsat-2A: It will meet demands for cartographic applications at cadastral level, urban and rural
management, coastal land use and regulation, utility mapping, development and various other GIS
applications.

•

NISAR: It is being jointly developed by NASA & ISRO. The primary mission goals are: Global coverage of
the earth’s biomass, cryosphere, for surface dynamics and coastal studies over a period of 3-5 years,
Systematic coverage of global environment with 12 days repeat the cycle.

5. Where NASA could go next? — Venus, moons of Jupiter, Neptune
News: NASA announced that it has selected four Discovery Program investigations to develop concept studies for
possible new missions.
Facts:
•

DAVINCI+ (Deep Atmosphere Venus Investigation of Noble gases, Chemistry, and Imaging Plus):
It will analyse Venus’s atmosphere to understand how it was formed and evolved, and if it ever had an ocean.
This will advance understanding of the formation of terrestrial planets.

•

IVO (Io Volcano Observer): It will explore Jupiter’s moon Io, which is extremely volcanically active. This
will try to find out how tidal forces shape planetary bodies.

•

TRIDENT: It aims to explore Neptune’s icy moon, Triton. This will help understand the development of
habitable worlds in the Solar System.

•

VERITAS (Venus Emissivity, Radio Science, InSAR, Topography, and Spectroscopy): It aims to
map Venus’s surface to find out why Venus developed so differently from Earth.

7. National Science Day-2020
News: National Science Day was celebrated on 28 February to commemorate the discovery of the ‘Raman Effect’ by
Dr CV Raman. He was also awarded the Nobel Prize for this discovery in 1930.
Facts:
•

About National Science Day:
o

The Government of India had first
celebrated National Science Day in 1986.

o

National Council for Science & Technology
Communication (NCSTC), Department of
Science and Technology (DST) acts as a
nodal agency to celebrate the National
Science Day.

o

Theme for 2020: Women in Science.
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•

The Raman Effect is a change in the wavelength of light that occurs when a light beam is deflected by
molecules.

•

When a beam of light traverses a dust-free, transparent sample of a chemical compound, a small fraction of
the light emerges in directions other than that of the incident (incoming) beam.

•

Most of this scattered light is of unchanged wavelength. However, a small part has wavelengths different
from that of the incident light; its presence is a result of the Raman effect.

8. Department of Telecommunications launches ‘5G Hackathon’
News: Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has launched ‘5G Hackathon’ in association with the Government,
academia and Industry Stakeholders.
Facts:
•

The 5GHackathon aims at shortlisting India’s cutting-edge ideas that can be converted into workable 5G
products and solutions.

•

It is open to developers, start-ups, Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs), academic institutions & registered
companies in India and NRIs.

Additional information – 5G:
•

5G is the fifth cellular technology that succeeds generation of mobile networks namely a) 1G which delivered
analog voice b) 2G introduced digital voice c) 3G brought mobile data and d) 4G LTE ushered in the era of
mobile Internet.

•

The 5G technology will provide a quantum leap over 4G in terms of speed, peak data rate, latency, spectrum
efficiency and connection density.

•

It will provide a download speed of 1 Gbps which is at least 100 times the existing data speeds.

•

Further, it will also have a wider area in the frequency spectrum (range of frequencies) that will ensure no
network congestion.
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Security
1. Navy to get third Scorpene submarine- INS Karanj
News: The third Scorpene submarine, INS Karanj will be delivered to the Indian Navy by December 2020.
Facts:
•

INS Karanj is a part of Project-75I. It is the third submarine of the first batch of six Kalvari-class submarines
for the Indian Navy.

•

The submarine has been designed by French naval defence and energy group and manufactured by Mazagon
Dock Limited, an Indian shipyard in Mumbai.

Additional Facts – Project 75I:
•

The Project 75 is a programme by the Indian Navy that entails building six Scorpene-Class attack submarines

•

The six submarines are a) INS Kalvari, b) INS Khanderi, c) INS Karanj, d) INS Vela, e) INS Vagir and f)
INS Vagsheer.

•

These submarines have advanced Air-independent propulsion (AIP) systems to enable them to stay
submerged for longer duration and substantially increase their operational range.

2. US approves sale of Integrated Air Defence Weapon System to India
News: The US has approved the sale of an Integrated Air Defence Weapon System (IADWS) to India.
Facts:
•

Integrated Air Defence Weapon System (IADWS):
o

It is also called the National Advanced Surface to Air Missile System (NASAMS-II).

o

It is armed with a combination of weapons such as Stinger surface-to-air missiles, AMRAAMS
(advanced medium-range air-to-air missiles) backed by three-dimensional Sentinel radars, firedistribution centres and command-and-control units.

o

It is part of the air defence network guarding US capital city Washington DC and has also been
deployed in several NATO countries.

o

In India, it will be deployed as a part of a multi-tiered air defence shield to fully secure the airspace
of Delhi from Aerial threat.

3. Peninsular command by next year-end, theatre commands by 2022: Gen. Rawat
News: Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Bipin Rawat said that Western and the Eastern Command of the Indian
Navy will be merged into a single command, to be called the Peninsular Command, and theatre commands will be
rolled out by 2022.
Facts:
•

Theatre Command: It is a joint command which unifies and places the resources of all forces i.e. IAF, the
Army and the Navy at the command of a single senior military commander.

•

Existing commands in India: 19 commands [14 geographic commands, 3 functional and 2 joints: the
Strategic Forces Command (SFC) and Andaman and Nicobar Command (ANC)].

Note: A command is an organizational unit for which a military commander is responsible.
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Additional Facts – Chief of Defence Staff:
•

It is a permanent position for a combined
head of the tri-services i.e. Army, Navy
and Air Force.

•

He/She will be the Principal Military
Advisor to the defence minister on all triservices matters

•

He will helm the newly set up Department
of Military Affairs (DMA).

•

General Bipin Rawat is the first CDS of
India
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Social
1. Assistance to Disabled persons for purchasing/fitting of aids/appliances (ADIP) scheme
News: The Prime minister will distribute assistive aids and devices to senior citizens (under the Rashtriya Vayoshri
Yojana-RVY) and the physically challenged (Under ADIP Scheme) at a mega distribution camp at Prayagraj,UP.
Facts:
•

ADIP Scheme: The scheme comes under the Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment.
o

Aim: To assist the needy disabled persons in procuring durable and scientifically manufactured
appliances that can promote their physical, social and psychological rehabilitation by reducing the
effects of disabilities and enhance their economic potential.

o

Implementation: It is implemented through NGOs, National Institutes under the Ministry of
Social Justice & Empowerment and ALIMCO (a PSU that manufactures artificial limbs).

o

Eligibility: a) Indian citizen of any age b) Has 40% disability or more c) Monthly income not more
than Rs.20000 d) Must not have received assistance during the last 3 years and for children it’s last
1 year.

•

Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana: Launched by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment in 2017.
o

Aim: To provide Physical Aids and Assisted-living Devices for Senior citizens belonging to the
BPL category.

o

Under the Scheme, assisted living devices such as Walking Sticks, Elbow Crutches, Hearing Aids,
Wheelchairs, Spectacles are provided free of cost to the beneficiary senior citizens.

2. The poets the FM quoted in her Budget speech
News: The Finance Minister has quoted four poets in her Budget speech namely Pt. Dinanath Nadim, Avvaiyar,
Thiruvalluvar and Kalidas.
Facts:
•

Dinanath Nadim: born in 1916, he wrote in Kashmiri, Hindi and Urdu.
o

He received the Sahitya Akademi award in 1986 for his opera Shuhul Kull (The Shady Tree).

o

Well-known works: Vitasta (Jhelum River), Safar Taa Shehjaar (The Journey and The Shade) and
Bombur Taa Yemberzal (The Bumble Bee and The Narcissus Flower).

•

Avvaiyar: Avvaiyar translates to “Respected Woman”. It is the title that was used by several women poets
who contributed to Tamil literature during different periods of time.

•

Thiruvalluvar: or Valluvar is a Tamil poet and philosopher. He is believed to have lived sometime between
4th Century BCE and 6th Century CE. In 1935, the Tamil Nadu government recognised 31 BCE as the year
of Thiruvalluvar’s birth.
o

He is best known as the author of Thirukkuṛaḷ, a collection of couplets on ethics, political and
economic matters and love.

•

Kalidas: is a legendary Sanskrit scholar. He is believed to have lived during the middle of the fourth and
early fifth centuries AD during the reigns of Chandragupta II Vikramaditya and Kumaragupta.
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Some of the prominent works of Kalidas include a) Abhijnana Shakuntalam b) Vikramorvashi c)
Malavikagnimitra d) Raghuvamsa and e) Kumarasambhava and f) Meghaduta.

3. No country in a position to provide a safe future to children: UNICEF - WHO-Lancet Commission report
News: UNICEF - World Health Organization-Lancet Commission has released a report titled “A Future for the
World’s Children?”
Facts:
The report includes:
•

Child flourishing index which includes measures for child survival and well-being such as health, education,
and nutrition.

•

Sustainability index which is an index on per capita carbon emissions

Key Takeaways:
•

Major Threats: ecological degradation, climate change, and exploitative marketing practices

•

Child Flourishing Index:

•

Top 3 countries: Norway, South Korea, Netherlands

•

Bottom 3 Countries: Central African Republic, Chad, Somalia

•

India has been ranked 131st

•

Sustainability Index:

•

Top 3 Countries: Burundi, Chad, Somalia

•

Bottom 3 Countries: Qatar, Trinidad, and Tobago, Kuwait

•

India has been ranked 77th

4. Assisted Reproductive Technology Regulation Bill
News: The Union Cabinet approved the Assisted Reproductive Technology Regulation Bill, 2020
Facts:
•

Aim: To monitor medical procedures used to assist people to achieve pregnancy.

•

Key Features:
o

National board: It will lay down a code of conduct to be observed by those operating clinics.

o

It will also formulate minimum standards for laboratory and diagnostic equipment and practices

o

The States and Union Territories will also have to form State Boards and State authorities

o

National Registry and Registration Authority: It will maintain a Central database and assist the
National Board in its functioning.

o

Stringent punishment for those practicing sex selection, sale of human embryos or gametes,
running agencies/rackets/organizations for such unlawful practices.

Additional Facts – ART:
•

Assisted Reproductive technology is used to treat infertility.

•

It includes fertility treatments for both a woman's egg and a man's sperm.

•

It involves the removing of an egg from a woman's body artificially bringing it in contact with sperm in a
controlled environment to make an embryo. The embryos are then put back in the woman's body. In Vitro
fertilization (IVF) is the most common and effective type of ART.
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Miscellaneous
1. What MPs cannot say in the House
News: The heated exchanges in Parliament have brought back the questions around unparliamentary speech and
conduct in the Parliament.
Facts:
•

Parliamentary privileges: are certain rights and immunities enjoyed by members of Parliament, individually
and collectively so that they can effectively discharge their functions.
o

The Constitution under Article 105 mentions two types of privileges namely the freedom of speech
in Parliament and right of publication of its proceedings.

o

Article 105(2) says that no Member of Parliament shall be liable to any proceedings in any court in
respect of anything said or any vote given by him in Parliament or any committee thereof.

•

Rules of Procedure on Unparliamentary speech:
o

Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business have been formulated under Article 118 of the
Constitution wherein each House of Parliament is required to make rules for regulating its
procedure and conduct of business.

o

Rule 380 of the rules says that if the Speaker is of opinion that words used in debate are defamatory
or unparliamentary, the Speaker may order that such words be expunged from the proceedings of
the House.

o

Rule 381 says that the portion of the proceedings of the House so expunged shall be marked by
asterisks and an explanatory footnote shall be inserted in the proceedings as expunged as ordered
by the Chair.

2. Centre clears Major Ports Authority Bill
News: The Union Cabinet approved the Major Ports Authority Bill 2020. At present, major ports are regulated by
the Major Port Trusts Act, 1963
Facts:
•

Aim: to provide for regulation, operation and planning of Major Ports in India

•

Features:
o

vests the administration, control and management of such ports upon the Boards of Major Port
Authorities

o

empowers the Board of Port Authority to raise loans and issue securities for the purposes of the
capital expenditure and working capital requirements of such port authority.

o

seeks to constitute an Adjudicatory Board for adjudication of disputes among major ports, Public
Private Partnership concessionaires and captive users

o

provides for the provision for Corporate Social Responsibility measures within the port limits.

3. Ease of Living Index (EoLI) and Municipal Performance Index (MPI)
News: The Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs has launched two new indices namely Ease of Living Index (EoLI)
and Municipal Performance Index (MPI) to assess the quality of life of citizens in cities.
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- 35 Facts:
•

Ease of Living Index: It is aimed at providing a holistic view of the country’s cities.

•

Main objectives of the Index:
o

To generate information to guide evidence-based policy making

o

Catalyse action to achieve broader developmental outcomes and assess

o

Compare the outcomes of various urban policies and schemes

o

Obtain the perception of citizens about their view of the services provided by the city
administration.

•

Parameters of the index:
o

The index will assess the ease of living of citizens on three broad parameters namely a) quality of
life b) economic ability and c) sustainability which are further divided into 14 categories across 50
indicators.

o

A Citizen Perception Survey is also being conducted which carries 30% of the marks of the Ease
of Living Index.

•

The 100 notified smart cities and another 14 cities having a population of over a million will be considered
for the assessment.

•

Municipal Performance Index (MPI): It aims to assess the performance of municipalities based on five
enablers.
o

These five enablers include service, finance, planning, technology and governance.They are further
divided into 20 sectors and 100 indicators.

4. India’s birds suffering dramatic population declines, warns scientific report
News: State of India’s Birds 2020 (SoIB) report has been released.
Facts:
About State of India’s Birds 2020
•

It is an assessment of the long-term trend, current trend, distribution range size, and the overall conservation
status of 867 Indian bird species.

•

It places Indian species into Low, Moderate and High categories of Conservation Concern for India.

•

It has been created jointly by ATREE, BNHS, Foundation for Ecological Security, NCF, National
Biodiversity Authority of India, National Centre for Biological Sciences, SACON, Wetlands International,
WII and WWF.

•

Key Takeaways:
o

126 species have had stable or increasing trends over the last 25+ years. Species like House Sparrow
and Indian Peafowl have a stable population

o

Raptors, migratory shorebirds, and endemics to the Western Ghats have declined considerably

o

Common species like Small Minivet, Common Greenshank and Oriental Skylark have declined.
Birds that eat invertebrates have declined as a group.
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- 36 5. Explained: Coronavirus in 47 countries, but is it a pandemic yet?
News: The United States Food and Drug Administration(FDA) has said the world is on the cusp of a
coronavirus(COVID-19) pandemic.
Facts:
•

Recently, WHO has declared COVID-19 as a Public Health Emergency of International Concern.

•

Pandemic: Pandemic comes from the Greek word pandemos which means everybody.
o

A pandemic is defined as an epidemic occurring worldwide or over a very wide area crossing
international boundaries and usually affecting a large number of people.

o

However, there is no specific number of countries that a disease must touch for WHO to classify
it as a pandemic.

•

Difference between Pandemic and Epidemic:
o

Epidemic refers to an event in which a disease is actively spreading. Usually,this is an outbreak that
has grown out of control but is often within one country or location.

o

On the other hand, pandemic is an epidemic on a far greater geographic scale that affects a much
larger number of people.

•

Previous cases of Pandemic:
o

In 2009, the WHO had declared a global pandemic of novel influenza A (H1N1), commonly known
as swine flu.

6. One in 10 Indians will develop cancer during their lifetime: WHO report
News: WHO and International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) have released two reports to mark World
Cancer Day (4 February): “Report on Cancer: Setting priorities, investing wisely and providing care for all” and “World
Cancer Report: Cancer research for cancer prevention”
Facts:
Key takeaways: World Cancer Report: Cancer research for cancer prevention
•

Global:
o

In 2018, the WHO registered 18.1 million new cancer cases worldwide. The figure might reach
between 29 and 37 million cases by 2040.

o

Cancer cases will increase by 81% by 2040 in low- and middle-income countries due to insufficient
resources for prevention

•

India:
o

In 2018, there are about 1.16 million new cancer cases, 784,800 cancer deaths, and 2.26 million 5year prevalent cases

o

In India, the six most common cancer types were breast cancer, oral cancer, cervical cancer, lung
cancer, stomach cancer, and colorectal cancer.
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Pointly
1. Blue Dot Network: It is an American foreign policy which seeks to counter China’s Belt Road Initiative. The
other partners are Australia’s Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade and Japan Bank for International Cooperation.
It aims to bring governments, private sectors and civil societies for promoting high-quality global infrastructure
development. It will serve as a globally recognised evaluation and certification system for roads, ports and bridges
with a focus on the Indo-Pacific region.
2. SATHI Initiative: Department of Science & Technology has launched a scheme called Sophisticated Analytical &
Technical Help Institutes (SATHI). It aims to provide shared, professionally managed and strong Science and
Technology infrastructure centres in the country which is readily accessible to academia, start-ups, manufacturing,
industry and R&D labs. There are 3 such centres operating presently - one each at IIT Kharagpur, IIT Delhi and
BHU.
3. Santusht Portal: aims to promote transparency, accountability, effective delivery of public services and
implementation of policies, schemes of Ministry of Labour and Employment at grassroot level through constant
monitoring.
4. ISRO’s Young Scientist Programme 2020: also called the YUVIKA programme. It aims to impart basic
knowledge on Space Technology, Space Science and Space Applications to the younger ones with the intent of
arousing their interest in the emerging areas of Space activities.
5. Ujh Multipurpose Project: is planned to be constructed in Kathua District of Jammu & Kashmir on the River
Ujh, a major tributary of the Ravi river, with an aim to maximize the utilization of waters of Eastern Rivers allotted
to India as per the Indus Water Treaty.
6. Cabinet clears major port in Maharashtra: at Vadhavan near Dahanu in Maharashtra. It will be the 13th major
port in the country. It will be developed on a landlord-based model. In this model, the publicly governed port authority
acts as a regulatory body and as landlord while private companies carry out port operations mainly cargo-handling
activities.
7. Economic Survey 2020: India ranked third in entrepreneurship: As per World Bank, India ranks third globally
in the number of new firms created with about 1.24 lakh new entities coming up in 2018. New firm creation in the
services sector is significantly higher than that in manufacturing, infrastructure or agriculture.
8. Budget announces implementation of Nirvik Scheme: it refers to Niryat Rin Vikas Yojana. It aims to provide
- enhanced insurance cover, reduced premium for small exporters and simplified procedure for claim settlements. The
insurance cover guaranteed will cover up to 90% of the principal and interest. It will include both pre and postshipment credit.
10. New mascot for National Games: flame-throated bulbul: They are also called the Rubigula and they are the
State bird of Goa. Found only in the forests of the Western Ghats in southern India. IUCN Status: Least Concern.
Schedule IV species under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.
11. Amrabad Tiger Reserve: lies in the Nallamala hills, Telangana and has a large presence of the Chenchu tribe.
Earlier, it was part of the Nagarjunasagar - Srisailam Tiger reserve. Chenchus are a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Group (PVTGs). They speak the Chenchu language, a member of the Dravidian language family. Areas found:
Nallamala forest range; States: Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Odisha.
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- 38 12. ‘Matla Abhiyaan’: The Indian Navy carried out a five-day coastal security exercise, “Matla Abhiyaan” along the
riverine border with Bangladesh
13. Mukti Caravan mobilizing people against child trafficking: flagged off in Rajasthan to mobilise people against
child trafficking. Launched by Nobel peace laureate Kailash Satyarthi.
14. Brihadeshwara Temple: The consecration (Kumbhabhishekam) ceremony was recently held at the Brihadisvara
Temple after 23 years in Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu. Brihadeshwara Temple (Raja Rajeswara Temple) is dedicated to
Shiva and is located in Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu. The temple is an example of Dravidian architecture built during the
Chola period by emperor Raja Raja Chola I. It is designated as UNESCO World Heritage Site.
15. Project Digital Poompuhar: The Department of Science and Technology (DST) has launched ‘Project Digital
Poompuhar’ to recreate the Chola Dynasty port city, Poompuhar in Tamil Nadu.
16. Yaravirus: The new virus has been named Yaravirus after "Yara," the mother of waters — an important character
in the mythological stories of the Tupi-Guarani indigenous tribes. The virus infects amoeba. It does not infect human
cells.
17. We Think Digital: Facebook in collaboration with the National Commission for Women has launched this
program for the digital literacy of women in Uttar Pradesh. The programme will expand to other states including
Assam, West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Jharkhand and Bihar.
18. UNHCR:2 Billion Kilometres to Safety Campaign: aims to encourage people to support refugees by
championing individual acts of solidarity. It invites people to act in solidarity and run, walk or cycle to achieve a
cumulative total of two billion kilometres.
19. Exercise AJEYA WARRIOR-2020: The fifth edition of Joint Military Exercise AJEYA WARRIOR-2020
between India and the United Kingdom will be conducted at Salisbury Plains, United Kingdom.
20. Pranash ballistic missile: surface-to-surface missile being developed by the Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO). It will be a non-nuclear missile which will be propelled by a single-stage solid propellant
engine. Capable of striking targets at a range of 200km. It will be used by both the Indian Air Force and Army for
destroying enemy targets at short ranges.
21. Sharang: is an indigenously upgraded 155 mm calibre artillery gun. Artillery is a class of heavy military ranged
weapons built to launch munitions far beyond the range and power of infantry firearms.
22. Safer Internet Day: Safer Internet Day is an international event which was first initiated on 11 February 2004. It
aims to promote a safer and more responsible use of online technology and mobile phones by children and young
people across the world. Organised by the Insafe/INHOPE network of awareness centres that is spread across 30
countries and is funded by the Connecting Europe Facility program (CEF) of the EU.
23. United Nations World Pulses Day: The United Nations World Pulses Day resolution was adopted in 2013
claiming the year 2016 as International Pulses Day. Since 2019, World Pulses Day is celebrated by the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations to recognize the importance of pulses as a global food.
24. Exercise MILAN 2020: 41 Navies to come for the biggest ever exercise in India Ocean Region: Milan is a
multilateral naval exercise hosted by the Indian Navy under the aegis of the Andaman and Nicobar Command. Milan
2020 theme: Synergy across the Seas
25. Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary (WWS): Kerala will soon get a Tiger rehabilitation centre, safari park in the
Wayanad wildlife sanctuary. Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary was established in 1973.It is the second largest wildlife park
in Kerala. It was notified as an Elephant Reserve under Project elephant in 1991-92.
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- 39 26. Govt to launch Tilhan Mission to boost oilseed production: Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has
announced that it will launch Tilhan Mission. It aims to make the country self-reliant in oilseed production. It envisages
increasing production and productivity of oilseeds crops and oil palm through bringing in fallow areas under oilseed
crops and diversification of area from low yielding Cereals
27. Chief Vigilance Commissioner (CVC): The Prime Minister led panel has appointed Sanjay Kothari as the next
Chief Vigilance Commissioner (CVC). The CVC is the apex vigilance institution set up by the Government in 1964
on the recommendations of the Santhanam committee. It was accorded the status of independent statutory authority
through the Central Vigilance Commission Act,2003.
28. Matribhasha Diwas: Ministry of Human Resource Development to celebrate matribhasha diwas highlighting the
linguistic diversity of India. The theme for 2020 was ‘Celebrating our Multilingual Heritage’
29. Food Planet Prize: Sweden has created two $1 million prizes named “Food Planet Prize” for solutions to feed
billions of people. The Prize will be presented annually by the Curt Bergfors Foundation in Sweden. It aims to
recognize ground-breaking initiatives from around the world that addresses the climate change threats towards food
supply.
30. KALA KUMBH: Handicrafts Exhibitions for promotion of GI Crafts: organised by the Ministry of Textiles in
various parts of the country. It is sponsored by the Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH).
31. E-MASIHA App: India has become the first country in the world which has made the entire Haj 2020 process
100% digital. E-Masiha stands for E-Medical Assistance System for Indian Pilgrims Abroad. It is an online system to
create and maintain the complete health database of pilgrims along with doctors' prescriptions as well as medicine
disbursals to deal with any emergency in Makkah-Madinah.
32. Deepfake Technology: Deepfake technology was used during the Delhi assembly elections by a political party
for campaigning purposes. The word deepfake combines the terms deep learning and fake. The technology uses
artificial intelligence to manipulate videos or other digital representations that yield fabricated images and sounds that
appear to be real.
33. Exercise Indradhanush - 2020: Indian and UK Air Force jointly commenced the fifth edition of Exercise
Indradhanush. It is a joint bilateral air exercise between India and the UK started in 2006. The focus of this edition
of the exercise is 'Base Defence and Force Protection'.
34. Thirumathi Kart app: The National Institute of Technology (NIT), Trichy in coordination with the Union
Department of Science and Technology has developed the Thirumathi Kart app. It is a mobile application for SHG
(Self Help Group) products. The app aims to empower the women and help them access market opportunities in a
seamless manner. It will also enable Self Help Groups to showcase their products to a wider audience.
35. Ask Disha chatbot: Indian Railways Catering and Tourism Corporation Limited (IRCTC) has powered Ask
Disha chatbot to converse with customers in Hindi language. The initiative is aimed at facilitating accessibility by
answering users’ queries pertaining to various services offered to railway passengers
36. Global Futures Report: released jointly by the Worldwide Fund for Nature, Global Trade Analysis Project and
the Natural Capital Project. The report analysed how the natural assets would change under various future
development scenarios and how the consequent changes in ecosystem services would in turn affect the global
economy.
37. International Day of Women and Girls in Science: The International Day of Women and Girls in Science was
observed by the United Nations on February 11,2020. The International Day of Women and Girls in Science was
started in 2015.It is mainly implemented by UNESCO along with UN Women and several other organisations.it aims
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- 40 to recognize and promote the critical role women and girls play in science and technology. Theme: Investment in
Women and Girls in Science for Inclusive Green Growth.
38. Apiary on Wheels: Union minister of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises has flagged off the Apiary on Wheels.
It is a unique concept designed by the Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC). It aims to address the
challenges faced by the beekeepers by easy upkeep and migration of Bee Boxes having live Bee colonies. Launched as
a part of the National Honey Mission.
39. Himachal Pradesh: First to achieve 100% LPG coverage: Himachal Pradesh announced that it had become the
first state in India to have “100% LPG gas coverage”.
40. Asur Tribe: The Asur tribe has been using mobile radio to transmit local news and songs which is helping them
revive the dying tribal language. They are an Austroasiatic ethnic group living primarily in the Indian state of
Jharkhand. They are included in the list of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG’s).
41. Sammakka Saralamma Jatara: celebrated in the State of Telangana. It is also known as Medaram Jatara, a tribal
festival held biennially in the state of Telangana. It is a State Festival of Telangana. It commemorates the fight of a
mother and daughter, Sammakka and Saralamma, with the reigning rulers against an unjust law.
42. Kambala: Srinivas Gowda competing in a kambala event has covered 100m in 9.55 seconds ahead of Jamaican
Usain Bolt’s world record of 9.58 seconds. The festival involves the traditional buffalo race generally held from
November to March.
43. Lui-Ngai-Ni Festival: The Naga tribes of Manipur celebrated its seed sowing festival Lui-Ngai-Ni under the
theme Oneness through Culture in Ukhrul, Manipur.
44. Brasilia Declaration: The Brasilia declaration was signed at the Second Global High-Level conference on Road
Safety held in Brazil in 2015. The declaration lays down recommendations on strengthening existing legislations,
adopting sustainable transport and strengthening post-crash response.
45. Herath Festival: The word Herath comes from the Sanskrit word Hararatri or the Night or Hara (another name
of Lord Shiva). It is one of the biggest festivals of Kashmiri Pandits. The festival is marked by a night of praying
followed by a day of feasting.
46. Red snow in Antarctica: snow around Ukraine’s Vernadsky Research Base, located off the coast of Antarctica’s
northernmost peninsula, has started to take on a red tinge. The red tint in the snow is caused by the microscopic
Chlamydomonas nivalis algae which produce the tinted sunscreen to keep themselves warm.
47. Henneguya salminicola: parasite that lives in the Salmon muscle cells of fish. It relies on anaerobic respiration
through which cells extract energy without using oxygen. This discovery changes one of science’s assumptions about
the animal world — that all animals use aerobic respiration.
48. Carbon as old as 8,000 years found in deepest blue hole: it is the world's deepest blue hole with a depth of
300 metres. It is located in the South China Sea. Blue holes are marine caverns filled with water and are formed
following dissolution of carbonate rocks, usually under the influence of global sea level rise or fall.
49. Biodiversity management committees (BMC): The Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) are
statutory bodies that are formed by the local bodies under Biological Diversity Act 2002. The BMC consists of a
Chairperson and six persons nominated by local bodies, including 1/3rd women and 18% SC/ST.
50. Malai Mahadeshwara Wildlife Sanctuary: will soon be declared as a tiger reserve. It is a part of Eastern Ghats
and is located in the state of Karnataka. It was declared as Wildlife Sanctuary in 2013. The sanctuary is part of a
contiguous tiger habitat located very close to the tri-junction of the states of Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu.
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- 41 51. US becomes India’s top trading partner: According to the 2018-19 data from the Commerce Ministry, the
United States has become India’s top trading partner surpassing China.
52. GSI discovers gold deposits in Sonbhadra district of Uttar Pradesh: The Geological Survey of India (GSI)
has discovered gold deposits of around 3,000 tonnes in Sonbhadra district of Uttar Pradesh almost five times India's
current reserve of the yellow metal.
53. Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation: The Mizoram government has sought the revision of the boundary with
Assam, based on the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation (BEFR) of 1873 and the Inner Line of the Lushai Hills
Notification of 1993. The Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation Act 1873 was framed by the Britishers to restrict “British
subjects” (Indians) entry in certain designated areas. The BEFR allows Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Mizoram and
Nagaland not to let non-resident Indians in without an inner-line permit for a temporary stay.
54. 1000 Springs Initiatives: The ministry of tribal affairs has launched 1000 Springs Initiatives. It aims to improve
the accessibility of safe and adequate water for the tribal communities who are living in difficult and inaccessible areas
of rural India. The initiative includes provision of infrastructure for piped water supply for drinking; irrigation;
community-led total sanitation initiatives etc.
55. National Technical Textiles Mission: Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved to set up a
National Technical Textiles Mission from FY 2020-21 to 2023-24. Technical textiles are textiles materials
manufactured primarily for technical performance and functional properties rather than aesthetic characteristics.
56. VAJRA: Minister of State for Shipping(I/C) launched the 6th Coast Guard Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV-6)
’VAJRA’ at Chennai. It has been built by L&T Shipbuilding under the ‘Make in India’ policy. The vessel would be
utilised for day and night surveillance along with anti-terrorist, anti-smuggling operations in the exclusive economic
zone.
57. ICoSDiTAUS-2020: ICoSDiTAUS-2020, the International Conference on Standardisation of Diagnosis and
Terminologies in Ayurveda, Unani and Siddha Systems of Medicine concluded in New Delhi. The conference was
jointly organized by the Ministry of AYUSH and the World Health Organization (WHO) in New Delhi. The
conference adopted the New Delhi Declaration on Collection and Classification of Traditional Medicine (TM)
Diagnostic Data.
58. India’s first National Rail Transportation Institute: Railway Board of India and the University of Birmingham
announced the launch of a joint master’s programme in Railway Systems Engineering and Integration by the National
Rail Transportation Institute (NRTI).The National Rail and Transportation Institute(NRTI) is India's first and only
transportation university established in 2018 at Vadodara, Gujarat.
59. Happiness curriculum: The US President along with the US First Lady will be visiting a Delhi government
school where they will attend a happiness curriculum class. The Happiness curriculum was launched by the Delhi
government in 2018. The curriculum aims at increasing mental health awareness among school children from classes
nursery to eighth in all government schools.
60. Siddi Tribes: The Siddi tribes of Karnataka are believed to have descended from the Bantu people of Southeast
Africa who were treated as slaves by Portuguese merchants. They are predominantly found in the states of western
coast of Gujarat, Maharashtra and Karnataka states. They are primarily Muslims although some are Hindus and others
belong to the Catholic Church. They are included in the list of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG’s).
61. Inquisitorial system: An inquisitorial system is a legal system in which the court or a part of the court is actively
involved in investigating the facts of the case. This is distinct from an adversarial system (it is a system where two advocates
represent their parties positions before an impartial jury or judge who attempts to determine the truth of the case) in which the role of the court
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- 42 is primarily that of an impartial referee between the prosecution and the defence. The system is used primarily in
countries with civil legal systems such as France and Italy, as opposed to common law systems.
62. Hunar Haat: is an exhibition of handicrafts and traditional products made by artisans from the minority
communities, organized by Ministry of Minority Affairs under USTTAD (Upgrading the Skills & Training in
Traditional Arts/Crafts for Development) scheme. It aims to provide market exposure and employment opportunities
to artisans, craftsmen and traditional culinary experts.
63. USTAAD: stands for Upgrading the Skills and Training in Traditional Arts/Crafts for Development. It was
launched in 2015 by the Union Ministry of Minority Affairs. It aims to promote and preserve the rich heritage of the
traditional arts & crafts of the minority communities.
64. SUTRA PIC (Scientific Utilisation Through Research Augmentation-Prime Products from Indigenous
Cows): It aims for scientific research on the complete characterisation of milk and milk products derived from Indian
indigenous cows. It seeks development of standards for traditionally processed dairy products of Indian-origin cows
among others. It is implemented by the department of the Science for Equity, Empowerment and Development
(SEED) under the Ministry of Science and Technology is in charge of the programme.
65. East Asia Summit: It is a forum of 18 countries established in 2005. It comprises the ten member states of the
ASEAN countries along with 8 members Australia, China, Japan, India, New Zealand, the Republic of Korea, Russia
and the United States. The first summit was held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in 2005. India is a founding member of
the East Asia Summit.
66. National infrastructure pipeline (NIP): Government had constituted a task force headed by Secretary,
Department of Economic Affairs to draw up a NIP from 2019-20 to 2024-25. The task force has unveiled the NIP
with projects worth ₹102-lakh crore. The private companies will account for 22%-25% of the investments and the
balance will come from the Centre and the states in equal proportions. The projects have been classified under two
broad categories namely economic infrastructure and social infrastructure for both ease of doing business and ease of
living.
67. Dividend Distribution Tax (DDT): A dividend is a return given by a company to its shareholders out of the
profits earned by the company in a particular year. They are usually given in proportion to the number of shares
owned. Dividend distribution tax (DDT) is the tax imposed by the Indian Government on Indian companies
according to the dividend paid to a company’s investors.
68. New Umbrella Entity (NUE): The new pan-India entities will focus on retail payment systems with a minimum
paid-up capital of Rs 500 crore.They may be a ‘for-profit’ or a Section 8 Company incorporated in India.It will be
governed by the provisions of the Payment and settlement systems (PSS) Act and other related guidelines. It will set
up, manage and operate new payment systems especially in the retail space consisting of ATMs, white label PoS,
Aadhaar-based payments and remittance services, develop payment methods among others.
69. Cash Reserve Ratio: The Cash Reserve Ratio refers to a certain percentage of total deposits the commercial
banks are required to maintain in the form of cash reserve with the central bank. Banks do not get any interest on the
money that is with the RBI under the CRR requirements. The CRR in India is decided by RBI’s Monetary Policy
Committee in the periodic Monetary and Credit Policy. At present, CRR is 4% of net demand and time liabilities.
Since a part of the bank’s deposits is with the Reserve Bank of India, it ensures the security of the amount when
customers want their deposits back. CRR also helps in keeping inflation under control. At the time of high inflation
in the economy, the RBI increases the CRR so that banks need to keep more money in reserves so that they have less
money to lend further.
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- 43 70. Counter Cyclical Fiscal Policy: is one which moves against the business cycle i.e., it is contractionary during
booms and expansionary during recessions. At times of recession, it aims at reducing taxes and increasing expenditure.
While, in the case of boom, it is directed towards increasing taxes and reducing public expenditure.
71. V – Shaped Recovery: is characterized by a sharp economic decline followed by a quick and sustained recovery.
The recession of 1953 is an example of a V-shaped recovery.

72. Membrane-based water purification: It is a process that removes unwanted constituents from water using a
membrane. Different techniques include a) Membrane Filtration – Microfiltration and Ultrafiltration and b) Reverse
Osmosis – Nanofiltration/Membrane Softening
73. Bureau of Indian Standards: It is the national Standards Body of India working under the aegis of the Ministry
of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution. It was established in 1986 and is headquartered in New Delhi.
74. Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) or the Bonn Convention:
It is an intergovernmental treaty, concluded under the aegis of the United Nations Environmental Programme
(UNEP). It acts as a framework convention and encourages its States Parties (129 parties including India) to conclude
global or regional agreements. It was signed in 1979 in Bonn, Germany, and entered into force in 1983. It aims for
conservation and sustainable use of migratory animals and their habitat. It is the only global convention specializing
in the conservation of migratory species, their habitats and migration routes.
75.
Species

IUCN Status

Wildlife (Protection) Act Note
Status

Great

Indian Critically

Bustard

Endangered

Asian Elephant

Endangered

Schedule I

Schedule I

GoI declared Indian elephant as National
Heritage Animal

Bengal Florican

Critically

Schedule I

Endangered

76. Aichi Biodiversity Targets: These were included in the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity for the 2011-2020 period
adopted by the 10th meeting of the Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity. There are
20 Aichi Targets classified under 5 Strategic Goals. The targets were to be achieved by 2020.
77. Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety: It aims to ensure the safe handling, transport and use of living modified
organisms (LMOs) resulting from modern biotechnology that may have adverse effects on biological diversity. It was
adopted in 2000 and entered into force in 2003.
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- 44 78. Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising
from their Utilization: It aims at sharing the benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources in a fair and
equitable way. It entered into force in 2014
79. Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO): It is the national regulatory body for Indian
pharmaceuticals and medical device. Currently, the government regulates 37 notified medical devices under the law.
It functions under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940. CDSCO comes under Directorate General of Health Services,
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.
80. The Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940: It regulates the import, manufacture, and distribution of drugs in India.
The primary objective of the act is to ensure that the drugs and cosmetics sold in India are safe, effective and conform
to state quality standards. All medical devices sold in the country would be treated as drugs.
81. Phishing: It is the act of sending an email to a user falsely claiming to be an established legitimate enterprise in
an attempt to scam the user into surrendering private information that will be used for identity theft.
82. Malware: Malware (malicious software) refers to any kind of software that is designed to cause damage to a single
computer, server or computer network. It is an umbrella term used to refer to a variety of forms of hostile or intrusive
malicious software including computer viruses, worms, Trojan horses, spyware and ransomware among others.
83. JavaScript or JS-Sniffers: JavaScript or JS-Sniffers are programmes used for stealing credit and debit card
information from e-commerce websites. Under this, instead of physically attaching a device to an ATM, a JS sniffer
uses a few lines of code injected onto an e-commerce site to skim data that consumers use to buy goods.
84. Red supergiant Stars: These are stars with a supergiant luminosity class (Yerkes class I) of spectral type K or M.
They are the largest stars in the universe in terms of volume, although they are not the most massive or luminous.
85. Basmati 334: It comes from Pakistan known to be drought tolerant and resistant to rice-killing bacterial blight.
Dom Sufid: It comes from Iran, an aromatic long-grain rice that is one of the most expensive on the market.
Further, the most genetic material in basmati comes from a) japonica —a rice group found in East Asia followed by
b) aus rice group found in Bangladesh.
86. Genome Sequencing: Genome sequencing means determining the order of the four chemical building blocks
called bases that make up the DNA molecule. It is an important tool for studying plants and improving crop varieties.
87. Leprosy: also known as Hansen’s disease (HD) is a chronic infection caused by the bacteria Mycobacterium leprae
and Mycobacterium lepromatosis. Leprosy is not highly infectious. It is transmitted via droplets from the nose and
mouth during close and frequent contacts with untreated cases. Leprosy is curable with the combination of drugs
known as Multi-Drug Therapy (MDT). The International Gandhi Award for Leprosy was constituted by the Gandhi
Memorial Leprosy Foundation in 1950.
88. Konark Sun Temple: is located in East Odisha near the sacred city of Puri, Odisha. It was built in the 13th
century by King Narasimhadeva I (AD 1238-1264) of the Eastern Ganga Dynasty. The temple is dedicated to the
Hindu God Surya. The temple was given the status of a World Heritage Site in 1984 by UNESCO. It is a classic
example of the Odisha style of Architecture or Kalinga Architecture. The temple has been built from Khondalite
rocks. The temple complex has the appearance of a 100-foot high solar chariot, with 24 wheels and pulled by six
horses all carved from stone. The temple is carefully oriented towards the east so that the first rays of sunrise strikes
the principal entrance. The temple was also known as Black Pagoda due to its tower which appeared as black and
was also used as a navigational landmark by sailors to Odisha. Thousands of Hindu pilgrims gather here every year
for the Chandrabhaga Mela.
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- 45 89. Guru Ravidas: was a 14th century saint and reformer of the Bhakti movement in North India. He was born as a
member of an untouchable caste. He gained prominence due to his belief in one God and his unbiased religious
poems. He advocated for the removal of social divisions of caste and gender and promoted unity in the pursuit of
personal spiritual freedoms. The famous saint poetess, Mirabai was a disciple of Guru Ravidas. Around 41 poems of
Guru Ravidas were included in ‘Guru Granth Sahib’, the religious text of the Sikhs.
90. Kaka Hathrasi: was born in 1906.He was a Hindi satirist and humorist poet of India. He was awarded Padma
Shri by the Government of India in the year 1985. Apart from humour, he also wrote on classical dance and music
under the pen name ‘Vasant’. Every year, the Delhi-based Hindi Academy awards the annual Kaka Hathrasi Award
for outstanding contribution in the literary field.
91. Mahadayi River: or Mhadei is the west-flowing river. It rises in the Western Ghats from the Bhimgad Wildlife
Sanctuary in Khanapur taluk of Karnataka’s Belagavi district. A number of streams join the flow of the river which
drains into the Arabian Sea at Panaji. Mahadayi tribunal has been formed for sharing of water between Goa, Karnataka,
and Maharashtra from the Mahadayi river
92. Kalasa-Banduri Project: The Kalasa-Banduri Nala is a project undertaken by the Government of Karnataka to
improve drinking water supply to the Districts of Belagavi, Dharwad and Gadag.
93. Dara Shikoh (1615-59): was the eldest son and heir-apparent of the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan. He was defeated
by his younger brother Prince Muhiuddin (later, Emperor Aurangzeb) and executed in the struggle for the imperial
throne. He translated the Bhagavad Gita as well as 52 Upanishads into Persian He is also credited with the
commissioning examples of Mughal architecture such as the tomb of his wife Nadira Begum and Shrine of Mian Mir
in Lahore, the Dara Shikoh Library in Delhi, the Akhun Mullah Shah Mosque and the Pari Mahal garden palace in
Srinagar, Kashmir.
94. Northern European Enclosure Dam (NEED): project involves the construction of dams of a combined length
of 637 km enclosing all of the North Sea. The first dam will be between a) France and England and the second dam
between b) Scotland and Norway. The dams will hence separate the North and Baltic Seas from the Atlantic Ocean
to protect Northern European countries against Sea level Rise (SLR).
95. Biofuel: Biofuel is a fuel that is produced from biomass—i.e. plant or algae material or animal waste. It is
considered to be a source of renewable energy. Bio-ATF: Biofuel used for aircraft. It is blended with conventional
ATF. The fuel is made from Jatropha oil sourced from Chhattisgarh Biodiesel Development Authority (CBDA).
96. Market Intelligence and Early Warning System (MIEWS) Portal: will provide real time monitoring of prices
of tomato, onion and potato (TOP) and simultaneously generate alerts for intervention under the terms of the
Operation Greens (OG) scheme. It would also disseminate all relevant information related to TOP crops such as
Prices and Arrivals, Area, Yield and Production, Imports and Exports among others.
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- 46 QUESTIONS : CA
Q 1. The term ‘HOPE”, often seen in the news,

Q 5. Consider the following statements about

refers to

Investment Clearance Cell proposed in the Union

a.

It is a project by the WHO to eliminate polio

Budget 2020:

from those countries where it still exists

1.

b.
c.

It is a scheme by Amnesty International to help

single-window

the poor people in Least Developing Countries

entrepreneurs.

It is a spacecraft of the UAE that will travel to

2.

Mars.
d.

The Investment Clearance cell will be a pan-India
clearance

system

for

It will be setup by the Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade(DPIIT).

None of the above

3.

It will onboard all central government related
procedures and clearances in a single online

Q 2. ‘SuperCam’, often seen in the news, is
a.
b.
c.
d.

form.

a robot that will accompany India’s human space

Which of the statements given above is/are

mission

correct?

a laser-toting robot aboard NASA’s Mars 2020

a.

1 and 2 only

mission

b.

2 and 3 only

the camera with the largest resolution built by

c.

1 and 3 only

Tesla

d.

1, 2 and 3

None of the above
Q 6. The term, ‘New Umbrella Entity’, often seen

Q 3. INS Karanj, often seen in the news, is

in the news, refers to

a.

a.

It is an Indian Coast Guard ship meant for
fighting piracy in the Indian Ocean region

b.

It is a scorpene class submarine to be inducted in

India
b.

the Indian Navy
c.

an all-encompassing scheme for the food
processing industry in India

It is an exploration ship to look for oil in the Bay

c.

of Bengal region
d.

a framework to address the startup ecosystem in

a framework for retail payment systems in India
proposed by the RBI

None of the above

d.

None of the above

Q 4. Temasek model, mentioned in the Economic

Q 7. The term, “Blue Dot Network’ often seen in

Survey 2020 refers to:

the news refers to:

a.

a.

a model to deal with the slowdown in the MSME
sector in India

b.

ocean engineering

a model of disinvestment proposed for the

b.

Central Public Sector Undertakings in India
c.
d.

a scheme of the WIPO that deals with patents in

a model to address the agricultural productivity in

a network of scientists working to address the
coral bleaching across the world

c.

an infrastructure development model that

India

involves governments, private entities and the

None of the above

civil society as well.
d.

None of the above
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- 47 Q 8. The Happiness curriculum, seen in the news

Q 12. Consider the following regarding Rashtriya

lately, has been started by the government of

Vayoshri Yojana:

which of the following states?

1.

It was launched by the Ministry of Social Justice

a.

Delhi

and Empowerment.

b.

Chhattisgarh

c.

Punjab

Assisted-living Devices for Senior citizens

d.

Maharashtra

belonging to the BPL category.

2.

The scheme aims to provide Physical Aids and

Which of the following statements given above is/are
Q 9. Consider the following statements:

correct?

1.

Hunar Haat is an exhibition of skill acquisition

a.

1 only

and development at the national level.

b.

2 only

Hunar Haat has been organised by the Ministry

c.

Both 1 and 2

of Minority Affairs.

d.

Neither 1 nor 2

2.
3.

USTAAD stands for Upgrading the Skills and
Training

in

Traditional

Arts/Crafts

for

Development and is a program by the Ministry of

13. Consider the following statement:
1.

skill and development and entrepreneurship.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

Thiruvalluvar or Valluvar is a Tamil poet and
philosopher known as the author of Thirukkuṛaḷ.

2.

Kalidas is a legendary Sanskrit scholar whose the

a.

1 and 2 only

prominent

b.

2 and 3 only

Shakuntalam, Vikramorvashi, Malavikagnimitra

c.

1 and 3 only

and Mudrarakshasa.

d.

All of the above.

works

include

Abhijnana

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a.

1 only

Q 10. Beijing Platform for Action is an initiative

b.

2 only

for:

c.

Both 1 and 2

d.

Neither 1 nor 2

a.

Women empowerment

b.

Climate Change

c.

Promotion of International trade

14. Consider the following regarding Konark

d.

Maritime security cooperation.

Temple
1.

Q 11. Consider the following regarding Brexit
1.

2.

Article 50 of the Maastricht Treaty gives any

Konark Sun Temple is located in East Odisha
near the sacred city of Puri, Odisha.

2.

It was built in the 5th century by King

European Union(EU) member state the right to

Narasimhadeva I (AD 1238-1264) of the

quit unilaterally.

Satavahana dynasty.

Britain is not the first country to leave the 28-

3.

member bloc.

The temple was given the status of a World
Heritage Site in 1984 by UNESCO.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

4.

Hindu pilgrims gather here every year for the

a.

1 only

b.

2 only

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

c.

Both 1 and 2

a.

1,2 and 3 only

d.

Neither 1 nor 2

b.

1,3 and 4 only

Chandrabhaga Mela.
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2, 3 and 4 only

b.

Only 2

d.

All of the above

c.

Only 1 and 2

d.

Only 2 and 3

15. Consider the following statements:
1.

2.

Kala-azar

also

known

as

Visceral

18. Which of the following statements is correct

leishmaniasis(VL) is caused by the bacteria of

regarding the initiative ‘We think digital’?

genus Leishmania.

1.

Twitter in collaboration with the National

It is spread to humans through bites from female

Commission for Women has launched this

anopheles mosquito.

program for the digital literacy of women.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

2.

It is a pan-India initiative.

a.

1 only

Choose the correct option :

b.

2 only

a.

1 only

c.

Both 1 and 2

b.

2 only

d.

Neither 1 nor 2

c.

Both 1 and 2

d.

Neither 1 nor 2

16. Consider the following statements :
1.

2.

An adversarial system is a legal system in which

19. Consider the following statements about the

the court or a part of the court is actively involved

Ninth Schedule :

in investigating the facts of the case.

1.

In an adversarial system two advocates represent
their parties’ positions before an impartial jury or

The Ninth Schedule contains a list of central and
state laws which cannot be challenged in courts.

2.

The Schedule was added to the Constitution by

judge who attempts to determine the truth of the

the First Amendment in 1951 along with Article

case.

31-B.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a.

1 only

a.

1 only

b.

2 only

b.

2 only

c.

Both 1 and 2

c.

Both 1 and 2

d.

Neither 1 nor 2

d.

Neither 1 nor 2

17. Consider the following statements :

20. Consider the following statements :

1.

1.

2.

The Third Schedule to the Constitution provides
for allocation of seats to the States and Union

similar to that of the Nayaka tribe which are

Territories in Rajya Sabha.

already included in the list of Scheduled

The allocation of seats to states in Rajya Sabha is

Tribes(ST) of Karnataka.

made on the basis of the population of each
3.

The Siddi tribes have characteristic features

2.

The Pariwara tribes of Karnataka are believed to

State.

have descended from the Bantu people of

Every Rajya Sabha MP has a tenure of six years

Southeast Africa who were treated as slaves by

and elections to one-third seats are held every

Portuguese merchants.

three years.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a.

1 only

a.

b.

2 only

Only 1
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Both 1 and 2

Which of the statements given above is/are correct

d.

Neither 1 nor 2

regarding ‘Pangolin’ ?
a.

1 only

21.Consider the following about the ‘Global

b.

2 only

Futures Report’:

c.

Both 1 and 2

1.

d.

Neither 1 nor 2

The Global Futures report was released jointly by
the UNEP, Global Trade Analysis Project and the

2.

Natural Capital Project.

24. Consider the following statements :

The report analysed how the natural assets would

1.

Tamil Nadu government is constructing fire lines’

change under various future development

or ‘fire breaks’, in the Mukurthi National

scenarios and how the consequent changes in

Park(MNP) ahead of summer and peak fire

ecosystem services would in turn affect the global

season.

economy.

2.

Mukurthi National Park is located in the

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

northwest corner of Tamil Nadu in the Western

a.

1 only

Ghats mountain range.It is also a part of Nilgiri

b.

2 only

Biosphere Reserve.

c.

Both 1 and 2

d.

Neither 1 nor 2

3.

The main reason behind establishing a national
park in the place was to protect the Nilgiri Tahr
which is a Keystone species.

22. Consider the following statements regarding

Which of the above statements are correct ?

Bonn Convention :

a.

Only 1

1.

It is an intergovernmental treaty, concluded

b.

Only 2

under the aegis of the FAO.

c.

Only 1 and 2

It is the only global convention specializing in the

d.

1, 2 and 3

2.

conservation of migratory species, their habitats
and migration routes.
3.

Answer Key:

The Appendix - I of the convention deals with

1

C

9

A

17

B

Migratory

2

B

10

A

18

D

3

B

11

D

19

C

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

4

B

12

C

20

D

a.

Only 1

5

D

13

A

21

B

b.

Only 2

6

C

14

B

22

B

c.

Only 1 and 2

7

C

15

D

23

C

d.

Only 2 and 3

8

A

16

B

24

D

Species

requiring

international

cooperation.

23. Consider the following information :

Explanations:

1.

It is the only scaly mammal on earth.

Q 1.

2.

Scientists investigating the animal origins of the

Exp: C is the correct answer

novel coronavirus said pangolins could be

About HOPE:

responsible for the spread of the virus to humans
in China.
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•

The United Arab Emirates has used a novel

Q 3.

approach to build the Hope spacecraft which

Exp: B is the correct answer

will be launched in July,2020.

About INS Karanj:
•

HOPE Spacecraft is also known as the
Emirates

Mars

will be delivered to the Indian Navy by

Mission

December 2020.

(EMM)(Statement C is correct).It will be
•

Arab world's first spacecraft to Mars.
•

third submarine of the first batch of six

meteorological layers.It also seeks to study

Kalvari-class submarines for the Indian

the causes of loss of hydrogen and oxygen

Navy.
•

The submarine has been designed by French

atmosphere.

naval defence and energy group and

The mission will become the first space

manufactured by Mazagon Dock Limited,an

exploration programme to take a picture of

Indian shipyard in Mumbai.
Source: http://factly.forumias.com/navy-to-get-

the Mars atmosphere.
Source:

INS Karanj is a part of Project-75I.It is the

Aim: To collect information on Mars and

gases from the upper layer of the Martian
•

The third Scorpene submarine, INS Karanj

http://factly.forumias.com/explained-

third-scorpene-submarine-ins-karanj/

what-is-hope-spacecraft/
Q 4.
Q 2.

Exp: B is the correct answer

Exp: B is the correct answer

About Temasek model:
•

About SuperCam:

The Economic Survey 2019-20 has proposed

In the Mars 2020 mission, NASA will send a laser-

a new structure of disinvestment called

toting robot, called Supercam, as one of seven

Temasek-like model to maximise returns

instruments aboard the rover.(B is correct)

from public sector enterprise.(B is correct)
•

About Supercam

Temasek like model is based on the

Objective: To identify the chemical composition of

experience of Singapore's Temasek Holdings

rocks and soils, including their atomic and molecular

Company.

makeup.

•

Functions of Supercam:
•

transfer its stake in the listed CPSEs to a

It can fire a laser to study rock targets smaller
than a pencil point.

•

•

Under this model,the government can
separate corporate entity.

•

This entity would be managed by an

It looks at rock textures and chemicals to

independent board and would be mandated

find those that formed or changed in water

to divest the government stake in these

on Mars

CPSEs over a period of time.

It looks at different rock and “soil” types to

•

This will lend professionalism and autonomy

find ones that could preserve signs of past

to the disinvestment programme which in

microbial life on Mars, if ever existed

turn

Source:

would

improve

the

economic

performance of the CPSEs.

https://mars.nasa.gov/mars2020/mission/instr

Source:http://factly.forumias.com/economic-

uments/supercam/

surveya-temasek-like-model-to-put-divestmenton-aggressive-track/
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Source:

Exp: D is the correct answer

planning-umbrella-entities-for-retail-payment-

About Investment Clearance Cell:

systems/

•

•

The Investment Clearance cell will be a panIndia single-window clearance system for

Q 7.

entrepreneurs. (Statement1 is correct)

Exp: C is the correct answer

It will be setup by the Department for

About Blue Dot Network:

Promotion
•

of

Industry

and

•

Internal

It is a US led initiative announced at the

Trade(DPIIT). (Statement 2 is correct)

Indo-Pacific

The cell will give investors free investment

Bangkok,Thailand in 2019.
•

advisory, land banks and facilitate clearances
•

http://factly.forumias.com/rbi-

The

other

Business
partners

Forum
are

in

Australia’s

even at state level.

Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade and

It will onboard all central government related

Japan Bank for International Cooperation.
•

procedures and clearances in a single online

and civil societies for promoting high-quality

form. (Statement 3 is correct)
Source:

It aims to bring governments, private sectors
global infrastructure development.

http://factly.forumias.com/budget•

2020investment-clearance-cell/

It

will serve as a globally recognised

evaluation and certification system for roads,
Q 6.

ports and bridges with a focus on the Indo-

Exp: C is the correct answer

Pacific region.

About New Umbrella Entity:
•

Source:

The Reserve Bank of India(RBI) has released

http://factly.forumias.com/blue-dot-

network/

a draft framework for authorisation of a pan-

•

India New Umbrella Entity(NUE) for Retail

Q 8.

Payment Systems.

Exp: About Happiness Curriculum:

The

new

pan-India

new

•

umbrella

the Delhi government in 2018.

entity(NUE) or entities will focus on retail
•

payment systems with a minimum paid-up
•

The Happiness curriculum was launched by
The curriculum aims at increasing mental

capital of Rs 500 crore.

health awareness among school children

They may be a ‘for-profit’ or a Section 8

from classes nursery to eighth in all

Company incorporated in India.It will be

government schools

governed by the provisions of the Payment

•

and settlement systems(PSS) Act and other

Q 9.

related guidelines.

Exp: About Hunar Haat:

It will set up, manage and operate new

•

Hunar Haat is an exhibition of handicrafts

payment systems especially in the retail space

and traditional products made by artisans

consisting

from the minority communities.

of

ATMs,white

label

PoS,

Aadhaar-based payments and remittance
services, develop payment methods among

•

Organized by: Ministry of Minority Affairs

About USTAAD:

others.
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•

•

USTAAD stands for Upgrading the Skills

It was built in the 13th century by King

and Training in Traditional Arts/Crafts for

Narasimhadeva I (AD 1238-1264) of the

Development.

Eastern Ganga Dynasty.The temple is

It was launched in 2015 by the Union

dedicated to the Hindu God Surya.
•

Ministry of Minority Affairs.

The temple was given the status of a World
Heritage Site in 1984 by UNESCO.

•

Q 10.
Exp: About Beijing Platform for Action: The

Thousands of Hindu pilgrims gather here
every year for the Chandrabhaga Mela.

Beijing Declaration was a resolution adopted by the
United Nations(UN) at the end of the Fourth World

15.

Conference on Women on 15 September 1995.

Exp:

Kala-azar

also

known

as

Visceral

leishmaniasis(VL) is caused by the protozoan parasite
Q 11.

of genus Leishmania. It is spread to humans through

Exp: Britain has officially left the European

bites from female phlebotomine sand-flies – the

Union(EU) and has become the first country to leave

vector(or transmitter) of the leishmania parasite.

the 28-member bloc. Article 50 of the Treaty of
Lisbon gives any European Union(EU) member state

16.

the right to quit unilaterally.

Exp : An inquisitorial system is a legal system in which
the court or a part of the court is actively involved in

Q 12.

investigating the facts of the case. This is distinct from

Exp: About Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana:

an adversarial system in which the role of the court is

•
•

•

Launched by the Ministry of Social Justice

primarily that of an impartial referee between the

and Empowerment in 2017.

prosecution and the defence.

Aim: To provide Physical Aids and Assistedliving Devices for Senior citizens belonging

17.

to the BPL category.

Exp: Allocation of Seats: The Fourth Schedule to the

Under the Scheme, assisted living devices

Constitution provides for allocation of seats to the

such as Walking Sticks, Elbow Crutches,

States and Union Territories in Rajya Sabha. The

Hearing Aids, Wheelchairs, Spectacles are

allocation of seats is made on the basis of the

provided free of cost to the beneficiary

population of each State.

senior citizens.

Tenure of Rajya Sabha: Every Rajya Sabha MP has
a tenure of six years and elections to one-third seats
are held every two years.

13.
Ans: A

18.

Exp: Sudraka wrote Mudrarakshasa.

Exp : Facebook in collaboration with the National
14.

Commission for Women has launched this program

Exp: About Konark Sun Temple:

for the digital literacy of women in Uttar Pradesh. The

•

Konark Sun Temple is located in East

programme will expand to other states including

Odisha near the sacred city of Puri, Odisha.

Assam, West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat,
Jharkhand and Bihar.
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Exp : It is an intergovernmental treaty, concluded

Exp : The Ninth Schedule contains a list of central and

under the aegis of the United Nations Environmental

state

in

Programme (UNEP). It acts as a framework

courts.Currently,284 such laws are shielded from

convention and encourages its States Parties(129

judicial review.The Schedule was added to the

parties including India) to conclude global or regional

Constitution by the First Amendment in 1951 along

agreements.It was signed in 1979 in Bonn, Germany,

with Article 31-B with a view to provide a protective

and entered into force in 1983.

umbrella to land reforms laws to save them from being

Appendices of CMS:

laws

which

cannot

be

challenged

challenged in courts on the ground of violation of

•

Appendix I – Threatened Migratory Species

fundamental rights.

•

Appendix II – Migratory Species requiring
international cooperation

20.
About Parivara and Taliwara Tribes:Pariwara and

23.

Taliwara are socially, politically, economically and

Exp : Scientists investigating the animal origins of the

educationally backwards communities.They have

novel coronavirus said pangolins could be responsible

characteristic features similar to that of the Nayaka

for the spread of the virus to humans in China. The

tribe which are already included in the list of

pangolin is the only scaly mammal on earth.

Scheduled Tribes(ST) of Karnataka.
About Siddi Tribe:The Siddi tribes of Karnataka are

24.

believed to have descended from the Bantu people of

Exp : Tamil Nadu government is constructing fire

Southeast Africa who were treated as slaves by

lines’ or ‘fire breaks’, in the Mukurthi National

Portuguese merchants. They are predominantly found

Park(MNP) ahead of summer and peak fire season.

in the states of western coast of Gujarat, Maharashtra

About Mukurthi National Park:

and Karnataka states.They are primarily Muslims

•

Location: It is located in the northwest

although some are Hindus and others belong to the

corner of Tamil Nadu in the Western Ghats

Catholic Church.They are included in the list of

mountain range. It is also a part of Nilgiri

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups(PVTG’s).

Biosphere Reserve.
•

21.

grasslands and shrublands interspersed with

Exp: Recently, the Global Futures report has been

sholas in a high altitude area of high rainfall,

released jointly by the World Wide Fund for Nature,
Global Trade Analysis Project and the Natural Capital
Project. The report analysed how the natural assets

near-freezing temperatures and high winds.
•

to protect the Nilgiri Tahr which is a

scenarios and how the consequent changes in
economy.
22.

Keystone Species:The main reason behind
establishing a national park in the place was

would change under various future development
ecosystem services would in turn affect the global

Type: It is characterised by montane

Keystone species.
•

The park also has the distinction of being a
UNESCO World Heritage Site because it is
part of the Western Ghats.
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- 54 QUESTIONS : STATIC
Q1) In the context of Indian Constitution, which of

a)

the following statements would you accept as the most

b) Its members can visit jails to study the condition

appropriate for ‘Reasonable Restriction’?

It can undertake inquiry at its own initiative.
of the inmates.

a) Restrictions on legislative powers.

c)

b) Limitations imposed upon a person’s rights
c) Restrictions on state powers

It undertakes research in the field of human
rights.

d) It can prosecute the accused in cases involving

d) Restrictions by judiciary on the executive

violation of human rights

Q2)Which of the following is/are the types of

Q5) Consider the following statements:

‘Equality’ is mentioned in the Preamble of Indian

1.

1.

The Judges of the Supreme Court and the

Constitution?

High Court are appointed by the President after

1. Social

‘consultation’ with the Chief Justice of India

2. Economic

(CJI).

3. Political

2.

The CJI recommends names of persons to be

4. Status

appointed in consultation with three senior most

5. Opportunity

judges of the Court.

Select the correct answer using the code given below

3.

A judge of the High Court can be removed only

a) 1, 2 and 3 only

on the ground of proven misbehaviour or

b) 1, 3 and 5 only

incapacity.

c) 4 and 5 only

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only

a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2 only

Q3)Which of the following are included under the

c) 1 and 3 only

purview of Panchayats in the 11th schedule?

d) 1, 2 and 3

1.

Agriculture.

2.

Small scale industries, including food processing

Q6) What does the term ‘Budget Deficit’ signify?

industries.

a)

3.

Libraries.

4.

Regulation of slaughter house and tanneries.

5.

Cattle ponds, prevention of cruelty to animals.

Difference between revenue receipts and total
expenditure.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

b) Difference between revenue receipts and revenue
expenditure
c)

a) 1, 2 and 3 only

Difference between total receipts and total
expenditure.

b) 1, 3 and 5 only

d) Difference between fiscal deficit and interest

c) 1, 4 and 5 only

payments.

d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
Q7) Which of the following is/are the most prudent
Q4)With reference to the powers of National Human

way/ways to increase Tax to GDP ratio?

Rights

1.

Lowering of the income tax exemption limit.

2.

Increasing excise duty on crude oil.

Commission,

statements is incorrect?

which

of

the

following
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Formalization of the labour market.

4.

Introducing a Direct Tax code.

2.

appropriate measures to completely eliminate

Select the correct answer using code given below:
a)

The Act mandates the central government to take

1 and 3 only

Fiscal Deficit and Revenue Deficit.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

b) 1, 2 and 3 only

a)

c)

b) 2 only

1, 3 and 4 only

d) 3 and 4 only

c)

1 only
Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q8) Which of the following will lead to an increase in
the money multiplier effect ?

Q11) Consider the following statements regarding

1.

Increase in repo rate

nitrogen cycle:

2.

Decrease in repo rate

1.

3.

Increase in reverse repo rate

4.

Decrease in reverse repo rate

organisms.
2.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
a)

Nitrogen in gaseous form can be used by all living

1 and 3 only

Nitrogen can be fixed in the atmosphere by
lightning and cosmic radiation.

3.

Bacteria can convert nitrates into free nitrogen.

b) 2 and 4 only

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

c)

1 and 4 only

a) 1 and 2 only

d) 3 and 4 only

b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only

Q9)In the context of Indian economy, which of the

d) 1, 2 and 3

following can lead to the decline of Balance of
Payments (BoP) deficit?

Q12) Consider the following statements:

1.

Restrictions on non-essential imports

1.

2.

Currency Swap Agreements

3.

Demand Slowdown

4.

Sale of sovereign bonds in international markets

only.
2.

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
a)

A biome is a community that consist of plants

1, 2 and 3 only

Boundaries of different biomes on land are
determined mainly by climate.

3.

Forest, grassland, desert and tundra are types of
Biomes.

b) 2, 3 and 4 only

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

c)

2 and 3 only

a) 1 and 2 only

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only

Q10)With reference to Fiscal Responsibility and

d) 1, 2 and 3

Budget Management Act, 2003 (FRBM), consider the
following statements:

Q13) Which of the following mountain ranges

1.

It seeks to ensure inter-generational equity and

separates Asia from Europe?

long-term macroeconomic stability of the Indian

a) Andes

economy.

b) Urals
c) Rocky
d) Atlas
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- 56 b) 2 only
Q14) Consider the following statements:

c) Both 1 and 2

1.

The Pole Star always indicates the north direction.

d) Neither 1 nor 2

2.

Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune all have

3.

rings around them.

Q18) The ‘Northern black polished ware’ is associated

Meteoroids are found between Mars and Jupiter.

with which of the following historical periods:

Which of the statements given above is/are

a) Neolithic period

incorrect?

b) Ahar-gilund culture

a) 1 and 2 only

c) Later vedic era

b) 2 and 3 only

d) Chalcolithic age

c) 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Q19) Consider the following statements:
1.

Q15) Consider the following statements:
1.

Isthmus is a narrow passage of water connecting

Buddhism, Hinduism and Jainism.
2.

two large water bodies.
2.

Ellora caves have monasteries associated with
Elephanta caves were originally a Buddhist site,
later dominated by the Shaivite faith.

Strait is a narrow strip of land joining two land

3.

Bagh caves are associated with Jainism only.

masses.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 and 2 only

a) 1 only

b) 2 and 3 only

b) 2 only

c) 1 and 3 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) 1, 2 and 3

d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q20) Kalinga war caused a change of heart in Ashoka.
Q16)Seals are one of the important archaeological

He replaced “Berighosha” with “Dhammaghosha”. In

evidence of Harappan civilization. What was their

this context, what does the term “dhammaghosha”

utility?

signify?

a) They were used as currency.

a) Conquest by priest

b) They were used to keep the trade bags intact.

b) Conquest through war

c) They were used as decorative items.

c) War for religious aims

d) They were used as jewellery.

d) Cultural Conquest

Q17)Sangam texts cover social evolution of Tamil

Q21) Consider the following pairs:

people. In this context, which of the following

Defense Exercise

Participating Countries

statements given below is/are not correct?

1. Maitree

India and Thailand

1.

2. Ekuverin

India and USA

3. Yudh Abhyas

India and Sri Lanka

4. Indra

India and UK

The narrative texts show that early Tamil people
were primarily pastoral.

2.

No reference to trade and economic activities has
been made in these texts.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

Which of the pairs given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only

a) 1 only
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a) 1 only

c) 2 and 4 only

b) 2 only

d) 1 and 3 only

c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Q22) Consider the following statements regarding
INTERPOL:

Q25) One ASEAN One Response sometimes seen in

1.

It is headquartered in Lyon, France.

the news, is related to:

2.

It reports to the UN General Assembly.

a)

3.

It deals with counter-terrorism operations also.

b) Human Trafficking ban

4.

Black notice can be issued by it to arrest most-

c)

wanted persons.

d) Making a strong Intellectual Property Rights

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a)

1 and 3 only

Disaster Response
Drugs and psychotropic substances trade ban
regime

Answer Key:

b) 2 and 4 only

1

B

10

A

18

C

c)

2, 3 and 4 only

2

C

11

C

19

A

d) 1, 2 and 3 only

3

A

12

B

20

D

4

D

13

B

21

A

Q23) Consider the following statements regarding

5

C

14

C

22

A

BASIC countries?

6

C

15

D

23

B

1.

It comprises Brazil, Argentina, South Africa,

7

D

16

B

24

D

India and China.

8

B

17

B

25

A

It is a group of emerging nations for greater trade

9

D

2.

and economic cooperation.
3.

The countries have a common position on

EXPLANATIONS:

reducing greenhouse gas emissions and raising

Q1)

funds needed to fight climate change.

Exp) Option (b) is the correct answer. The phrase

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

‘reasonable restriction connotes that the limitation

a)

imposed upon a person in enjoyment of the right

2 only

b) 3 only
c)

should not be arbitrary or of an excessive nature,

1 and 3 only

beyond what is required in the interest of the public.

d) 1, 2 and 3

Legislation which arbitrarily or excessively invades the
right cannot be said to contain the quality of

Q24) Consider the following statements regarding
SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional

reasonableness unless it strikes a proper balance
between the freedom guaranteed in Art.19 (1)(2) and

Cooperation):

the social control permitted by cl. (6) of Art. 19, it

1.

Secretariat for SAARC acts as Secretariat for

must be held to be wanting in that quality. Hence,

Mekong-Ganga Cooperation also.

option B is correct.

2.

A South Asian Free Trade Area agreement has
been signed between SAARC nations, which will
come into force by 2020.

Q2)
Exp) Option (c) – 4 and 5 only is the correct

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

answer.
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- 58 WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly

condition of the inmates, undertaking and promoting

resolved to constitute India into a [SOVEREIGN

research in the field of human rights.

SOCIALIST

Option (d) is incorrect. It does not have the power

SECULAR

DEMOCRATIC

REPUBLIC] and to secure to all its citizens:

of prosecution; it can merely make recommendations

JUSTICE, social, economic and political;

to the government or courts to initiate proceedings.

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and
worship;

Q5)

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity;

Ans) c

and to promote among them all

Exp) Option (c) – 1 and 3 only is the correct

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual

answer.

and the [unity and integrity of the Nation];

Statement 1 is correct. The other judges of the

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty-

Supreme Court and the High Court are appointed by

sixth day of November 1949, do HEREBY ADOPT,

the President after ‘consulting’ the CJI.

ENACT AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS

Statement 2 is incorrect. Chief Justice recommends

CONSTITUTION.

names of persons to be appointed in consultation with

Hence statement 4 and 5 is correct. Thus, option

four senior-most judges of the Court (Third

(c) is correct.

Judges case). Supreme Court has established the

Social, economic and political are dimension of

principle of collegiality in making recommendations

Justice.

for appointments.
Statement 3 is correct. A judge of the Supreme

Q3)

Court or High Court can be removed only on the

Exp) Option (a) – 1, 2 and 3 only is the correct

ground of proven misbehaviour or incapacity (Article

answer.

124(4)).

The 11th Schedule of Indian Constitution was added
in 1992 by the 73rd Constitution Amendment Act.

Q6)

This schedule contains 29 subjects. 1, 2 and 3 are

Exp) Option (c) is the correct answer.

enumerated under 11th schedule while 4 and 5 are
enumerated under

12th

•

schedule.

Statement 1 is incorrect: Such a deficit does
not exist.

•

Statement 2 is incorrect: Such a deficit is

Q4)

called ‘Revenue deficit’, which is excess of

Exp) Option (d) is the correct answer.

government’s

National Human Rights Commission was established

expenditure over revenue receipts.

in 2000. It is composed of a former chief justice of the

•

expenditure

revenue

Statement 3 is correct: Budgetary deficit is

SC, former judge of the SC, former chief justice of a

an important indicator of the financial health

HC and two other members having knowledge and

of the country. When the government

practical experience in matters related to human

spends more than it collects by way of

rights.

revenue, it incurs a budget deficit.

Option(a), (b) and (c) is the correct. Its functions
include inquiry at its own initiative or on a petition
presented to it by a victim, visit to jails to study

•

Statement 4 is incorrect: This signifies
‘Primary deficit’. Borrowing requirement of
the government includes interest obligations
on accumulated debt. Thus, primary deficit is
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- 59 simply the fiscal deficit minus interest

money multiplier will increase if the stock of

payments.

money in the economy increases. Repo rate
is the rate at which commercial banks

Q7)

borrow from RBI in case of shortage of

Exp) Option (d) is the correct answer.

funds. Therefore, decrease in repo rate will

•

The tax-to-GDP ratio is a ratio of a nation's

lead to an increase in the stock of money in

tax revenue relative to its gross domestic

the economy and thus increase the money

product (GDP), or the market value of

multiplier.
•

goods and services a country produces.

•

Statement 3 is incorrect and statement 4

According to the Economic Survey, the

is correct. Reverse repo rate is the rate at

gross tax to GDP ratio declined to 10.9 per

which RBI borrows from commercial banks.

cent in 2018-19.

If reverse repo rate increases banks will lend

Statement 1 is incorrect: Lowering of the

more to RBI and this will decrease the total

income tax limit will lead to an increase in the

stock of money in the economy and thus

number of taxpayers but will put an unfair

decrease the money multiplier.

burden on those who have meagre earnings.

•

•

•

Thus, not the most prudent way to increase

Q9)

tax-GDP ratio.

Exp) Option (d) is the correct answer.

Statement 2 is incorrect: This is not a

•

Balance

of

Payments

records

prudent way to increase tax-GDP ratio as

transactions in goods, services, transfer

excise duty on crude oil is a form of indirect

payments and assets between residents of a

tax and thus will be applicable to everyone

country and the rest of the world. BoP

equally irrespective of their earnings. It will

includes a Current account records export

be a regressive measure.

and import of goods, services and transfer of

Statement 3 is correct: Formalisation of the

payments. Trade in services is denoted as

labour market will lead to the creation of a

invisible trade include both factor income

valid database of people’s earning and thus

(interest, profits and dividends earned on

will make the formation of taxation laws

assets abroad minus the income foreigners

easier and effective. This will increase the

earn on their assets in India) and non-factor

tax-GDP ratio in a fair and equitable manner.

income (shipping, banking, tourism etc).

Statement 4 is correct: Introduction of a

Capital account all international purchases

Direct Tax Code will streamline the process

and sales of assets such as money, bonds,

of collecting direct tax and thus make the

stocks etc.

process of tax filing easy and efficient. This

•
•

Q8)

The Balance of Payments deficit can be
reduced by:

will thus lead to an increase in tax-GDP ratio.

Statement 1 is correct: Restricting nonessential imports will lead to reduction in

Exp) Option (b) is the correct answer.
•

The

Statement 1 is incorrect and statement 2

imports and thus reduce Current Account

is correct. Money multiplier is the ratio of

Deficit.

the stock of money to the stock of highpowered money in an economy. Therefore,

•

Statement 2 is correct: Currency swap
agreements are undertaken to increase the
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•

•

foreign exchange reserves of a country. In

gaseous form. Generally, nitrogen is usable only after

case of a current account deficit the central

it is fixed.

bank can run down its foreign exchange

Statement 2 is correct. Ninety per cent of fixed

reserves by selling the foreign currency in the

nitrogen is biological. The principal source of free

foreign exchange market thus reducing the

nitrogen is the action of soil microorganisms and

overall Balance of Payments deficit.

associated plant roots on atmospheric nitrogen found

Statement 3 is correct: Demand slowdown

in pore spaces of the soil. Nitrogen can also be fixed

will reduce the demand for imports and thus

in the atmosphere by lightning and cosmic

reduce BoP deficit.

radiation.

Statement 4 is correct: Sale of sovereign

Statement 3 is correct. In the oceans, some marine

bonds will lead to a positive Capital account

animals can fix it. After atmospheric nitrogen has been

balance and thus reduce the BoP deficit.

fixed into an available form, green plants can
assimilate it. Herbivorous animals feeding on plants,

Q10)

in turn, consume some of it. Dead plants and animals,

Exp) Option (a) is the correct answer.

excretion of nitrogenous wastes are converted into

•

•

The enactment of the FRBM Act, in August

nitrites by the action of bacteria present in the soil.

2003, marked a turning point in fiscal

Some bacteria can even convert nitrites into

reforms, binding the government through an

nitrates that can be used again by green plants.

institutional framework to pursue a prudent

There are still other types of bacteria capable of

fiscal policy.

converting nitrates into free nitrogen, a process

Statement 1 is correct: The central
government must ensure intergenerational
equity

and

long-term

macro-economic

stability by achieving sufficient revenue
surplus,

removing

monetary

policy

management

by

fiscal
and

obstacles
effective

limiting

to
debt

deficits

and

borrowing.
•

Statement 2 is incorrect: The rules under
the Act were notified with effect from July,
2004.The

Act

mandates

the

central

government to take appropriate measures to
reduce fiscal deficit and revenue deficit by
2009 and thereafter build up adequate
revenue surplus.

known as denitrification.
Q12)
Ans) b
Exp) Option (b) is the correct answer.
Statement 1 is incorrect and statement 2 is correct.
Ecosystems are of two major types: terrestrial and
aquatic. Terrestrial ecosystem can be further classified
into ‘biomes’. A biome is a plant and animal
community that covers a large geographical area.
The boundaries of different biomes on land are
determined mainly by climate. Therefore, a biome
can be defined as the total assemblage of plant and
animal species interacting within specific conditions.
These include rainfall, temperature, humidity and soil
conditions

Q11)
Exp) Option (c) is the correct answer
Statement 1 is incorrect. There are few types of
organisms like certain species of soil bacteria and blue
green algae are capable of utilising it directly in its

Statement 3 is correct. Some of the major biomes of
the world are: forest, grassland, desert and tundra
biomes.
Q13)
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- 61 Exp) Option (b) is the correct answer.

like seas and oceans. Some straits are navigable like

The Ural mountain range or simply ‘The Urals’ runs

‘Malacca strait’ between ‘Andaman sea’ and ‘South

from north to south of western Russia. The mountain

China sea’ and ‘Hormuz strait’ between the Gulf of

range forms a part of the conventional boundary

Oman and Gulf of Persia. Whereas, some straits are

between the continents of Europe

not navigable and require dredging. Example - ‘Palk
strait’ between Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka. Large ships

Q14)

are not able to navigate due to presence of shoals but

Ans) c

small ships and boats can navigate

Exp) Option (c) is the correct answer.
In ancient times people used to determine directions

Q16)

during the night with the help of stars. The North star

Exp) Option (b) is the correct answer.

indicates the ‘North’ direction. It is also called ‘Pole

Explanation: Seals provide a lot of information about

star’ or ‘Polaris’. It is the brightest star in ‘Ursa Minor’

trade and links of the people of Indus valley

constellation. It lies in a direct line with Earth’s

civilisation with the outside world. Seals helped

rotational axis above the north pole and appears to be

facilitate long distance communication. Imagine a

fixed in the sky whereas other stars rotate around it.

bag of goods to be sent from one place to another. Its

Thus, acts as an excellent fixed point for navigation

mouth was tied with a rope and on the knot was

and astronomy. Thus statement 1 is correct.

affixed some wet clay on which one or more seals were

Statement 2 is correct. Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and

pressed, leaving an impression. If the bag reached with

Neptune all have rings around them. These rings are

its sealing intact, it meant that it had not been

composed of solid materials such as dust and debris.

tampered with. The sealing also conveyed the identity

Recent evidence suggests that ring systems may also

of the sender. Seals depicting various themes have

be found on minor planets, moons, dwarfs etc.

been found like seal with humped bull, seal with

Statement 3 is incorrect. ‘Meteoroids’ are small

pashupatinath image.

metallic pieces of rocks which move around the sun.
When they enter the earth’s atmosphere, they heat up

Q17)

due to friction and burn. These are also called

Exp) Option (b) is the correct answer.

Meteors or ‘shooting stars. The larger of these falls

Statement 1 is correct. As Sangam Literature can be

on earth and are known as ‘Meteorites’.

divided into two groups, Patinenmelkannakku
(narrative)

and

Patinenkilkanakku

(deductive).

Q15)

Patinenmelkannakku is the older set of works from

Exp) Option (d) is the correct answer.

200 to 100 BC whereas Patinenkilkanakku refers to a

Statement 1 is incorrect. An ‘Isthmus’ is a narrow

collection of 18 works from 100 to 500 AD.

strip of land that connects two larger land masses that

The narrative portion consists of heroic poetry,

are separated by an expanse of water. Generally, canals

perpetual war and cattle raids. They show that early

are built across isthmuses to facilitate marine

Tamil people were primarily pastoral. The narrative

transport. Example - Panama Canal has been built

Sangam texts give some idea of the state formation in

across the Panama isthmus connecting north Atlantic

which the army, the taxation system and judiciary

and Pacific oceans.

arose in rudimentary form.

Statement 2 is incorrect. A ‘Strait’ is a narrow

Statement 2 is not correct. Poems included in the

passage of water connecting two large water bodies

Tamil Sangam anthologies often illuminate social and
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- 62 economic relationships, suggesting that while there

Q19)

were differences between rich and poor, those who

Exp) Option (a) is the correct answer.

controlled resources were also expected to share them.

Cave tradition in western India has majorly three
architectural types - (i) apsidal-vault roof chaitya halls

Q18)

(in Ajanta) (ii) apsidal-vault roof pillarless hall (iii) flat-

Exp) Option (c) is the correct answer.

roofed quadrangular hall with a circular chamber at the

Evolution of pottery-

back.

1.

Chalcolithic pottery-

After Ajanta caves, another very important cave site is

•

Black-and-red-ware Pottery: Ahar-Banas.

in Ellora in Maharashtra.

•

Black-on-red ware Pottery: Jorwe ware

Statement 1 is correct. It is 100km away from Ajanta

•

Ochre Colored Pottery (OCP):

upper

caves and has 32 Buddhist, Brahmanical and Jain

Ganga Valley and Ganga Yamuna doab area

caves. It is unique in this way as it has monasteries

•

Harappan pottery- Both polished and
unpolished type of pottery existed. Pottery
generally has a red surface and is wheel
thrown although handmade ones too exist.
Polished wares were well fired. Most of the
pottery is polychrome meaning more than
two colours are used to colour the pottery.
Most of the pottery is utilitarian. Such
potteries usually have flat bases.

•

Late

Harappan

pottery-

Black-grey

burnished ware produced on slow wheel –
Found in Swat Valley. Grey-ware and
Painted Grey Ware, generally associated with
Vedic

people

have

been

found

in

conjunction with some late Harappan
pottery.
•

associated with all the three major religions of the
time. It has been dated from 5 th CE to 11 th AD. It
is also unique as it has a confluence of many styles at
one place. Another unique achievement is the
presence of triple-storey caves (Ajanta only had
double-storey caves. Cave no.16 is known as Kailash
Leni – a rock cut temple that has been carved out of a
single rock. Elephanta caves are located near Mumbai
in Maharashtra. These caves are contemporary to
Ellora. They were discovered by Portuguese who
named it ‘Elefante’. It includes both Hindu and
Buddhist sculptures.
Statement 2 is correct. It was originally a Buddhist
site which was later dominated by the Shaivite faith.
The caves include the famous sculpture of
‘Ardhanarishvara’. The other noteworthy caves are
Bagh caves located near Indore in Madhya Pradesh.

Vedic Era

The Vedic Era saw the emergence of Painted Grey
Ware (PGW) Culture.
Later Vedic Era – NBPW-The later Vedic people were
acquainted with 4 types of pottery – Black-and-red
ware, black-slipped ware, painted grey ware and red
ware.
Towards the very end of Later Vedic Age around
6th century BC, we see the emergence of 2nd
phase of urbanization (1st being Indus Valley
Civilization). This era marked the beginning of
the Northern Black Polished Ware (NBPW).

These caves are famous for their tempera style mural
paintings. Statement 3 is incorrect. Bagh caves are
related to Buddhism and not Jainism.
Tempera style of mural painting refers to use of
permanent fast-drying painting medium consisting of
colored pigment mixed with a water-soluble binder
media. This style is also found in Ajanta caves.
Q20)
Exp) Option (d) is the correct answer.
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- 63 Ashoka fought one major war (Kalinga) after his

•

Indra: Defense exercise between the armies

accession to the throne. He was deeply moved by the

of India and Russia to strengthen joint

massacre in that war. He therefore abandoned the

planning

policy of physical occupation in favour of one of

interoperability of the two armies in the

cultural conquest. Thus, he replaced ‘Berighosha’

peacekeeping and enforcement environment

(conquest by war) with ‘Dhammaghosha’ (conquest by

under the mandate of United Nations.

and

conduct

to

enhance

Dhamma). There was also a difference between
personal religion and religion he preached. It was a

Q22)

way of life, a code of conduct and a set of principles

Exp) Option (a) is the correct answer.

to be adopted and practiced by the people at large

Statement 1 is correct. It is Headquartered in Lyon,
France.

Q21)

Statement 2 is incorrect. It is not linked to the UN

Exp) Option (a) is the correct answer.

in any manner and maintains a special representative

Pair 1 is correctly matched.

office to coordinate with it.

•

Maitree Exercise: This is conducted

Statement 3 is correct. INTERPOL provides

between the India army and Royal Thai

investigative support, expertise, and training to law

army of Thailand and usually happens in

enforcement worldwide in battling three major areas

the month of August. It is a platoon level

of transnational crime: terrorism, cybercrime, and

exercise which comprises of infantry

organized crime. Its broad mandate covers crimes

component. This exercise increases the

against humanity, child pornography, drug trafficking

mutual understanding between armies of

and production, political corruption, copyright

both countries for counter terrorism.

infringement, and white-collar crime. The agency also

Pair 2 is incorrectly matched.
•

helps coordinate cooperation among the world's law

Ekuverin: This exercise is conducted

enforcement institutions through criminal databases

alternatively in India and Maldives

and communications networks.

between Indian army and Maldives

Statement 4 is incorrect: A Black Notice is a request

army. Objective of this exercise is to

to seek information on unidentified bodies in member

enhance

and

nations. Red Notice is issued to seek the location and

interoperability between the army of both

arrest of wanted persons wanted for prosecution or to

countries

serve a sentence.

defence
with

cooperation

emphasis

on

Counter

Insurgency and Counter Terrorist operations
Q23)

under UN mandate.

Exp) Option (b) is the correct answer.

Pair 3 is incorrectly matched.
•

Yudh Abhyas: Military exercise between

Statement 1 is incorrect: The BASIC countries are a

infantry platoons of Indian army and of

bloc of four large newly industrialized countries –

Infantry regiments of USA to strengthens

Brazil, South Africa, India and China – formed by an

and

agreement on 28 November 2009.

broadens

interoperability

and

cooperation between the Indian and US

Statement 2 is incorrect: The signatory nations

armies.

committed to acting together at the United Nations

Pair 4 is incorrectly matched.

Climate Change Conference, commonly known as the
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- 64 Copenhagen Summit which had happened in

•

The Agreement entered into force on 1

Copenhagen, Denmark on December 7,2009.

January 2006, and the Trade Liberalization

Subsequently, the Copenhagen Summit resulted in

Programme commenced from 1 July 2006.

Copenhagen Accord between the US and BASIC

•

Under this agreement, SAARC members will

countries.

bring their duties down to 20 percent by

Statement 3 is correct: The BASIC countries have

2009.

met regularly to address the common concerns and

•

Following the Agreement coming into force

interests of the developing countries vis-a-vis

the SAFTA Ministerial Council (SMC) has

developed countries regarding climate change.

been established comprising the Commerce
Ministers of the Member States.

Q24)
Exp) Option (d) is the correct answer.

Q25)

Statement 1 is incorrect. SAARC secretariat is based

Exp) Option (a) is the correct answer.

in Kathmandu, Nepal. In The Mekong-Ganga

One ASEAN One Response is about ASEAN

Cooperation, the country which serves as chair shall

responding to disasters in the region and outside the

act as the Secretariat to carry out coordination and

region as ONE, having as many relevant stakeholders

implementation of the Cooperation plan. Its

to achieve SPEED, SCALE, and SOLIDARITY.

chairmanship is rotated in alphabetical order.

It is an open and inclusive platform using ASEAN’s

Statement 2 is incorrect: The SAFTA Agreement

mechanism at its core.

was signed on 6 January 2004 during Twelfth SAARC
Summit held in Islamabad, Pakistan.
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