
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9pm 

Compilation 
                                                   14th to 19th Feb 2022  



9 PM Compilation for the Month of February (Third Week), 2022 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

ForumIAS 

 
 
 
 

General Studies - 1 

1. Our Gender Gap in Contraception needs public policy intervention  

 

 

General Studies - 2 

1. A dipping graph in occupational safety and health 

2. Mass jailing of undertrials must end  

3. The importance of caste data 

4. The bifurcation bugbear 

5. The era of combative federalism 

6. Pragmatism, not jingoism will help India deal with China 

7. The significance of the Indo-Pacific for India 

8. India must prioritise stability in Myanmar 

9. Denial of access to Swift is a blunt tool for geopolitics  

10. Ukraine Crisis and India: On Kyiv, Sit on the Fence 

11. A Case for Specialists  

12. The Yogi, The CEO & The Lesson – On Algo Scam  

13. Governance breakdown  

14. Strategic choice: India is right not to pick a side on Ukraine  

15. Ghost of 497IPC  

16. Appeal to the appeals system  

17. A case for a more federal judiciary  

18. Revisit the terms of use for this scholastic ABC  

19. Teachers mustn’t be blamed for India’s poor learning outcomes  

20. I For International?  

21. The pathology of school closure in India  

22. Etching a trade line to bond beyond oil – On India UAE FTA 

23. India needs a refugee and asylum law  

24. India has still to get a good grip on road safety 

25. Wrong solution-on Rural -Urban divide  

26. Fixing farm insurance 

 

 

General Studies - 3 

1. The case for clarity over India’s policy on online betting  

2. Questioning the ban on online gaming platforms  

3. Gaming and banning: On ban on online games  

4. Power of giving: Fund-starved sectors like science, health, education, rural 

development need generous HNIs  

5. Fading SEZ appeal  



9 PM Compilation for the Month of February (Third Week), 2022 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

ForumIAS 

 
 
 
 

6. India’s semiconductor dream  

7. A Blueprint to Revive Farming  

8. GST has been a win-win taxation regime for the Centre and states  

9. For Climate smart agriculture  

10. Why Union Budget is not good in environmental terms  

11. The myth of the trickle-down  

12. Niti versus Nyaya: When policy provisions deny people justice  

13. LIC disinvestment: Right and wrong 

14. Zooming in on the potential of India’s geospatial sector  

15. Our stimulus should act on consumer confidence  

16. After the Budget’s ‘crypto signal’, India awaits reforms  

17. The cryptosphere needs amplified risk warnings  

18. Engel’s law and Pandemic’s impact on our food expenditure  

19. Moving on from India@75 dreams  

20. ‘Habitat destruction brings us zoonoses to mental health issues’  

21. For Climate smart agriculture  

22. Climate and food price rise: Extreme weather events triggering unprecedented food 

inflation  

23. In 60 years, climate change took seven years of agri-productivity growth  

24. A Planetary adjustment  

25. Stop the advance of killer robots  

26. On India’s first National Maritime Security Coordinator (NMSC): Coast to Coast  

27. Beyond the hype of blockchain, a look at its reality  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 PM Compilation for the Month of February (Third Week), 2022 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

ForumIAS 

 
 
 
 

 

 

General  

Studies 

Paper - 1 
  



9 PM Compilation for the Month of February (Third Week), 2022 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

ForumIAS 

 
 
 
 

General Studies - 1 

 

GS1 – SOCIETY – POPULATION RELATED ISSUES 

GS1 – SOCIETY – WOMEN RELATED ISSUES 

 

FAMILY PLANNING AND RELATED ISSUES 

1. Our Gender Gap in Contraception needs public policy intervention  

Source– This post is based on the article “Our Gender Gap in Contraception needs public 
policy intervention” published in Live Mint on 17th Feb 2022. 

News 

The recently-released fifth round of our National Family and Health Survey (NFHS-5) highlights 

that there has been a more than 10 percentage-point increase in the use of contraception among 

currently married women aged 15-49 years. 

However, it also highlights that female sterilization continues to be the most popular choice of 

contraception despite the availability of Cheaper and safer procedure of male vasectomy. 

What are the possible explanations for this gender divide in the method of contraception 
in India? 

The divide could imply two things. First, it may indicate greater bodily autonomy exercised by 

women today or it also indicate the deep-rooted patriarchy that exploits and subjugates women. 

How the data supports ‘subjugation’ explanation over the ‘bodily autonomy’ hypothesis? 

According to the NFHS-4, only about 8% of women were found to make independent decisions 

on the use of contraception. However, despite not having the authority to make decisions, the 

burden of contraception falls on women. 

As female sterilization is the most wide-spread method, with more than a third of India’s sexually-

active population opting for it, despite the availability of cheaper and safer options available. 

Also, NFHS-3 and NFHS-4 highlight that a higher proportion of women with college or higher 
levels of education tend to opt for male or female reversible methods of contraception over female 

sterilization. 

All these facts give credence to the ‘subjugation’ explanation of the divide over the ‘bodily 
autonomy’ hypothesis outlined above. 

How pandemic has adversely affected the family planning? 

Exceptional pandemic measures like lockdowns and the exigencies of essential supplies have 

interrupted contraceptive supply chains. According to the World Health Organization (WHO), 
family planning has been severely affected during this period, with seven out of ten countries 

affected. 

What have been recent government initiative in this area? 
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Government has recently increased the age of marriage for girls from 18 to 21 years. There have 

been studies that confirm that an increase in the age of marriage for females reduces the total 
fertility of women. It also leads to an improvement in the bargaining power of women, as it may 

reduce age gaps between husbands and wives. 

What should be the way forward? 

As seen in many parts of the country that increase in education translates into increased use of 

contraception and increased family planning. However, in addition to this, there is need for 

awareness about the benefits of different methods of contraception to the community at large. 

Special emphasis should be given to bring awareness specially among men about the 
relevance of family planning. Also, they should be made aware about the use of several male 

contraceptive methods that are safer, cheaper and procedurally simpler than female sterilization. 

This can be done by utilizing the country’s existing network of community health workers, 
like Asha workers or Anganwaadi workers. Some additional male workers can also be employed 

to ease the direct communication. 

Law on contraception-This will make access to a sound sexual health every citizen’s legal right. 
This would facilitate access to information and knowledge by removing unnecessary 

restrictions on the advertisement and publicity of contraceptives. It can also be used to make 

the availability and accessibility of contraceptives easier by enrolling the services of Primary 
Health Centres, particularly in rural areas. 
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General Studies - 2 

 

GS2 – SOCIAL ISSUES – LABOUR RELATED ISSUES 

 

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH 

1. A dipping graph in occupational safety and health 

Source: This post is based on the article “A dipping graph in occupational safety and 

health” published in The Hindu. 

 
News: Recently, the Safe in India (SII) released CRUSHED 2021, which shows a grim reality of 

occupational safety and health in the auto sector. 

This article says that there is a need for a comprehensive review of labour inspection and the 
labour statistical system in India, as the Government is in the process of framing the 

Vision@2047 document for the Labour Ministry. 

Why there is need to review labour laws? 

First, industrial accidents occur frequently, but only major accidents are reported. Occupational 

safety and health (OSH) have not received due attention from law-makers and even trade unions 

in India. 

Second, it is not clear why the Labour Bureau has not considered expanding the scope of 

statistics on injuries by adding sectors such as plantations, construction, the service sector, etc. 

Third, data produced is not representative of the situation in India because several major States 

default in the provision of data. For example, during 2013-14, several major States such as Delhi, 
Gujarat, Kerala, Odisha, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal defaulted. 

This makes the data reporting volatile. The fluctuations of data on industrial injuries published 

by the Labour Bureau shows that reported figures for fatal injuries for all-India is less by around 
40%-50%. 

Fourth, even if States send their data to the Labour Bureau, the States’ data are more likely to 

suffer from underreporting. For example, the SSI’s report shows massive under-reporting of 
industrial injuries occurring in Haryana. 

Fifth, major States such as Maharashtra (38.93%), Gujarat (57.52%), Tamil Nadu (58.33%), and 

Bihar (47.62%) has poor employment rates of inspectors. In 2019, there was one inspector for 
every 487 registered factories and 0.04 inspector per 1,000 workers. It reveals that inspectors 

are over-burdened. 

Hence, the inspection rate has declined from 36.23% during 2008-11 to 34.65% during 2012-

2015 and further to 24.76%. The inspection rates fell in almost all the States over the last 12 
years. 

It shows that the factory inspectorates are less in number, and they are inadequately equipped 

to conduct inspections. Also, to an extent, inspector raj is a myth cultivated by powerful industry 
groups. 
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Sixth, the low conviction rate and less penalty do not act as deterrent. The conviction rates for 

2015-2019 stood at 61.39% and the average fine per conviction was ₹12,231. Also, the penal 
system has low efficiency as the percentage of decided cases out of total cases is 15.74% during 

2015-19. 

What are two major issues associated with the current legal and labour policy aspects? 

First, mindless liberalisation of the inspection system does not promote sound labour market 

governance. 

Second, simplifying the annual returns and self-certification systems has weakened the already 

poorly placed labour statistical system. For instance, low reporting by firms to State labour 
departments and the Labour Bureau. 

What is the way forward? 

First, OSH is a human and labour right. Hence, there should be a strong monitoring mechanism 
and comprehensive database to frame corrective actions and policies. 

Second, India has ratified International Labour Organization (ILO) conventions, the Labour 

Inspection Convention, 1947 (C081) and Labour Statistics Convention, 1985 (C160). The defects 
mentioned above violate the conventions. Hence, the labour codes, especially the OSH Code 

should be reviewed. 

GS2 – SOCIAL ISSUES – PRISON REFORMS AND RELATED ISSUES 

GS2 – POLITY – FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 

 

PRISON REFORMS AND RELATED ISSUES 

RIGHTS OF THE PRISONERS 

2. Mass jailing of undertrials must end  

Source: This post is based on the article “Mass jailing of undertrials must end” published 
in the Indian Express. 

 

News: Overcrowded prisons have felt the devastating impact and led to a humanitarian crisis. 

What is the condition in jail during pandemic timings? 

It has been seen jail has been overcrowded. Prisons instituted their own lockdown rules by 

quarantining “fresh” admissions, creating quarantine zones, suspending jail manuals, 
prohibiting visitors, etc. Even after this, the struggle has been there to stop the spread of the 

virus and many have died. 

Prisons have not completed vaccination programmes and conditions have worsened as 
occupancy rates increase. Court visits are suspended. Lawyers cannot visit their clients in 

person. Prison visits have stopped, even if families and visitors are vaccinated and follow Covid-

appropriate behaviour. 

Read more: State of Prisons in India – Explained, pointwise 

What are the reasons for the overcrowding of jails? 

https://blog.forumias.com/state-of-prisons-in-india/
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According to the experts, the main reason behind that is the mass imprisonment of pre-trial 

prisoners. There is a 31.8% increase in the confinement of under trial prisoners and a 40.1% 
increase in imprisonment of detenues from 2015 to 2020. The prison statistics of 2020 show 

that more than 70% of under trial prisoners are from marginalized classes, castes, religions, and 

genders. 

What does the data show about jail conditions?  

The 2020 Prison Statistics report reveals that the release of convicts has declined by 41.2 %, 

and of undertrials has declined by 19.6 % in 2020 as compared to 2019. Also, the number of 

undertrial prisoners increased by 11.7 %, and the number of detenues increased by 11.4 % in 
2020. 

Violation of law: The pandemic saw the creation of new dockets which were mainly related to 

violations of “lockdown law” under section 188 of the IPC.  In 2019, there were 29,469 cases 
registered under this section. In 2020, this increased to a staggering 6,12,179 cases. Other laws 

were also used, including local laws, leading to 16,43,690 more cases being registered in 2020 

as compared to 2019. 

Custodial deaths: It has increased by 7% in 2020. There is an increase in unnatural deaths, 

which include suicides, accidents, and murders in prisons, by 18.1%. There is no information 

on why 56 inmates died in 2020. These figures prove that the lockdown rules in prisons increase 
custodial violence and disease. 

What did the Supreme Court do to control the situation? 

In 2020, SC issued directions to set up high-powered committees (HPCs) in each state to 

decongest prisons, considering the covid situation. According to the court, the state is must 
consider the health and right to life of both the prison inmates and the police personnel working”. 

However, most HPCs did not adopt this classification and nor were they gender-sensitive. 

For example, Delhi HPC directed that pregnant undertrials or mothers with children will be 
released on interim bail for three months. But, the HPC did not talk about the period of the 

trimester. The Delhi HPC did not honor the UN’s Bangkok Rules which state that “non-custodial 

means should be preferred for pregnant women during the pre-trial phase”. 

What should be the way forward? 

– Both governments and courts should adopt a public health and gender-sensitive approach. 

– Bureaucratic approach of the HPCs should be reviewed. 
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GS2 – SOCIAL ISSUES – RESERVATION IN INDIA AND RELATED ISSUES 

 

3. The importance of caste data 

Source: This post is based on the article “The importance of caste data” published in The 

Hindu on 16th Feb 2022. 
News: Recently, the Supreme Court upheld the 27% quota for Other Backward Classes (OBC) in 

the All-India Quota seats for the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test. 

What does the judgement say? 

One, the judgement reiterated that reservations for backward classes were not an exception but 

an extension of the principle of equality under Article 15(1) of the Constitution. 

Two, the SC also pointed out that disparities are not limited to the issue of access to good 

education or financial constraints alone. It also extends to psychological and social development 
due to the inherited cultural capital of castes. 

Read more here: Supreme Court upholds validity of OBC quota in NEET admissions  

Why there is a need for caste data? 

First, many believe that affirmative actions increase caste differences and that’s why there is a 

need for a “casteless society”. But, Justice D.Y. Chandrachud pointed out that “castelessness” is 

a privilege that only castes, which are developed, can afford. Because they have already 
translated caste-related benefits, into social, political, and economic capital. 

On the other hand, individuals who belong to the lower castes need to retain their caste identity 

in order to claim the benefits of measures such as reservation. 

Second, many times political parties promise reservation for communities to get votes without 

any credible data collection exercises. For instance, Supreme Court struck down the reservation 

for the Maratha community. 

The court has observed that when more people aspire for backwardness instead of forwardness, 
the country itself stagnates, which does not fulfill constitutional objectives. Hence, credible data 

will help in addressing the rising demand for reservations. 

Three, the data concerning the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes have been included in 
the Census, but there is no similar data on OBCs. Hence, there is a need for credible exercise to 

retain the faith of citizens.  

Four, the Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC) conducted in 2011 has been called “faulty” 
and “unreliable”. The Mandal Commission’s recommendations were also criticised as being based 

merely on the “personal knowledge” of the members of the commission and sample surveys. 

Five, in the Indra Sawhney case, the Supreme Court held that the States must conclude the 
“backwardness” of a particular class of people only after proper assessment and objective 

evaluation. Hence, there should be a periodic review by a permanent body of experts. 

Also, the National Commission for Backward Classes Act, 1993, provides that the Central 

government should revise lists every 10 years to exclude those classes which have ceased to be 
backward and include new backward classes. However, all these exercises have not been done 

to date. 

https://blog.forumias.com/article-15-of-indian-constitution/
https://blog.forumias.com/supreme-court-upholds-validity-of-obc-quota-in-neet-admissions/
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Six, caste data will enable independent research and ensure effectiveness. Thus, people who 

support or oppose reservation will be more informed of their views. It is not reservation that 
creates the current divide in our society, but the misuse or the perceived misuse of reservation. 

What is the way forward? 

If reservation results from violent agitations and political pressures, then it will always be 
under the shadow of caste and class politics. Hence, impartial data and subsequent research 

can save the most backward classes from caste and class politics. 

 

GS2 – POLITY – UNION AND STATES: ISSUES 

 

4. The bifurcation bugbear 

Source: This post is based on the article “The bifurcation bugbear” published in The Hindu 

- 15th February 2022. 
News: Recently, Central government instituted a committee to resolve the bilateral issues 

between Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. 

What are the pending issues between Telangana and Andhra Pradesh? 

Complaints over Centre’s inaction in exercising powers conferred upon it in the Andhra 

Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014 

– Dispute over distribution of goods: The two states have been complaining about the lack of 

action by Central Government on the Section 48. According to this, the central government 
should settle any dispute on distribution of goods or class of goods by a mutual agreement with 

the governments of the successor states. Andhra Pradesh Bhavan in New Delhi is a perfect 

example of this, where Centre hasn’t taken any action or initiatives so far. 

– Section 108 (1): The act says that If any difficulty arises in implementing the provision of the 

act, the President can issue an order if it’s necessary and not inconsistent with the provisions. 

But no such order has been made till date. 

– Delimitation of the Assembly constituencies: Section 26(1) of the Act says that the number 

of seats in the Legislative Assembly of the successor States of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana 

shall be increased from 175 and 119 to 225 and 153. But, still no action on it by the centre. 

Read here: Andhra Pradesh and Telangana water-share war seems far from over 

Infrastructure projects: Several infrastructure projects assured to the two successor States in 

Schedule XIII of the Act remain on paper. Some of these are setting up of steel factories in both 

the States by SAIL, a port at Dugarajapatnam in Andhra Pradesh in phases, and a rail coach 
factory in Telangana. 

 

 

 

 

https://blog.forumias.com/andhra-pradesh-and-telangana-water-share-war-seems-far-from-over/
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5. The era of combative federalism 

Source: This post is based on the article “The era of combative federalism” published in 
The Hindu on 14th February 2022. 

 

News: Over the last few years, Indian federalism has shifted from cooperative to combative 

federalism. 

What are the incidents related to combative federalism? 

IAS cadre rules: Proposed amendments to Indian administrative service rules 1954 has triggered 

conflict between the center and states. As per the amendments, the government of India will 
deny states any consent for handing over civil servants for central deposition. So, this was 

opposed by Tamil Nadu, Kerala and a few other states. 

Dismissal of Uttrakhand government:  Uttarakhand government was dismissed under Article 
356 by the President proclamation 

Governor’s office: In 2016, the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh advanced assembly elections, 

which led to political crisis and the President rule. The Supreme Court intervened by holding the 
governor’s discretion does not extend to powers conferred under article 174. The governor cannot 

summon the house, determine its legislative agenda or address the assembly without consulting 

the chief minister or the speaker. 

Rajasthan: Governor refused to summon a session, which was desired by the Council of 
Ministers. 

National capital territory: The question of control between the governor’s office and the Chief 

Minister reached the Supreme Court in 2018. The court held that the power of the governor to 
differ from the Delhi government is only limited to exceptional matters like land, police and public 

order. 

West Bengal: WB’s Chief Secretary was summoned to Delhi after Prime Minister’s visit. West 
Bengal’s reluctance lead to disciplinary proceedings against the Chief Secretary. This led to 

litigation which is still pending before Delhi High Court. 

What are the other conflicts, that highlights combative federalism? 

The Center has used central investigative agencies to coerce governments and ministers and 

leaders. CBI’s attempted arrest of the Kolkata commissioner of police without a warrant in 2019 

led to such conflicts. 

The death of Sushant Singh Rajput and the conflict between Mumbai police, Bihar police and 

CBI led to another court battle. There have been other instances of government using customs, 

national investigation agency and enforcement directorate like in Kerala gold smuggling case. 

What should be the way forward? 

Combative federalism is against the spirit of the Constitution. The Constitution advocates 

cooperation and collaboration between the centre and states. As was stated by Supreme Court 

in Ajit Mohan V. legislative assembly, NCT of Delhi and others (2021), for a system to work 
well central government and state governments have to work hand-in-hand or at least walk side-

by-side for better governance. 

https://blog.forumias.com/article-356-of-indian-constitution/
https://blog.forumias.com/article-356-of-indian-constitution/
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Cooperative federalism is required to negotiate, discuss and resolve the pending conflicts to 

ensure good governance. 
 

GS2 – INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – INDIA AND ITS NEIGHBORHOOD 

ISSUES RELATED TO INDIA'S CHINA POLICY 

6. Pragmatism, not jingoism will help India deal with China 

Source: This source is based on the article “Pragmatism, not jingoism will help India deal 

with China” published in the Indian Express. 
 

News: The Ladakh conflict opened up the discussion on India China border issue. The 

government maintains that ‘no Indian territory has been occupied by China’. But the satellite 

imagery, expert views suggest Chinese encroachment on Indian land. 

India’s defeat in the Sino-India war of 1962 and later skirmishes between India and China 

led to huge mistrust. Yet, the disputed boundary remains undemarcated and unmarked for 

60 long years. 

What are the concerns for India?  

Efforts by politicians and diplomats to de-link the border issue from the rest of the Sino-Indian 

relationship appear to be a negligent attitude to resolve LAC. 

Freshly built Chinese enclaves and renamed towns located in Arunachal is a matter of concern. 

Indian troops are unable to access previously patrolling points in Ladakh. 

Chinese old tactics of salami-slicing territory and disdain for International laws should be 
taken as matters of serious concern, and India shouldn’t be complacent in hoping to resolve the 

dispute with time. 

What should be the way forward? 

First, India can learn from the past and follow the “quid pro quo” proposed by Zhou Enlai. He 
proposed China would recognise the McMahon Line in exchange for India making certain 

adjustments in the west. 

Second, India can put sustained pressure on China on diplomatic, trade, and psychological 
fronts and awaits results. 

Third, India could threaten China’s Indian Ocean sea lanes via trade war. India’s strategic 

presence near the Strait of Malacca could be utilized in this regard. The last way out could be to 
maintain the status quo and engage in sustained military/diplomatic parleys for a positive 

outcome. 

A pragmatic stand to settle international borders peacefully could make India focus further on 
its nation-building and socio-economic development. 

 

 

 

https://blog.forumias.com/sino-india-war-of-1962/
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INDO-PACIFIC AND RELATED ISSUES  

7. The significance of the Indo-Pacific for India 

Source: This post is based on the article “The significance of the Indo-Pacific for India” 
published in the Indian Express on 15th February 2022. 

 

News: USA recently released its policy document on Indo-Pacific. 

What does the recent USA document say about India? 

The USA seeks free and open, connected, prosperous, secure, and resilient in Indo-Pacific. It 

says that it cannot accomplish it alone and needs the cooperation of other countries that 
share a similar vision. 

USA seeks to work with India through regional groupings to promote stability in South Asia; 

collaborate in new domains like health, space, cyberspace, and deepen economic and technology 
cooperation. 

How USA strategy is different from the past? 

Earlier, USA worked bilaterally and through military alliances. Now the USA is encouraging allies 
and partners to strengthen their ties with one another. The USA is ready for more networked 

regional architecture. 

How has Indian diplomacy changed? 

India is working through two important pillars. 

First, strengthening regional and bilateral relations through political interactions, regional 

groupings like ASEAN. 

Second, renewed military diplomacy by encouraging military sales like the sale of the three 
missile batteries to the Philippines. 

How does India need to shape its regional diplomacy further? 

India’s decision to walk out of RCEP and emphasis on Atma Nirbhar Bharat raise doubts 
about a return to the protectionist regime. It needs to liberalize trade relations with strategic 

partners like Australia. 

India has intensified trade talks with the UAE, Israel, and UK. But it needs to focus more on ties 
to the USA and EU. 

In terms of military diplomacy, India needs to strengthen its domestic military production and 

technological base. 

 

INDIA-MYANMAR RELATIONS  

8. India must prioritise stability in Myanmar 

Source– This post is based on the article “India must prioritise stability in Myanmar” 
published in Indian express on 16th Feb 2022. 

https://blog.forumias.com/association-of-southeast-asian-nationsasean/
https://blog.forumias.com/india-exits-rcep/
https://blog.forumias.com/atmanirbhar-bharat-rozgar-yojana/
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News: One year ago, the military in a coup attempted to take over power from the elected civilian 

government and installed a caretaker government. A lot has changed since then in Myanmar and 

this requires a diplomatic shift from New Delhi’s side. 

What has been situation in Myanmar? 

After the coup, the deposed civilian lawmakers put together their own government known as 

the National Unity Government (NUG), which commands the support of the majority. 

Apart from this the coup faced popular resistance from the first day including a wide scale civil 

disobedience movement. The military in response to this has been firing openly at unarmed 

protestors, conducting violent night time raids in residential areas, and blocking social media 

sites. There has also been an armed resistance that has gripped the whole country mainly 

under the civilian militias, called People’s Defence Forces (PDF). 

This has forced military to fight on multiple fronts and powerful ethnic armed groups in the 

north, northwest and east have joined forces with the PDFs. There have been thousands of 

clashes between these groups and the army, much more than in Syria or Afghanistan. 

What has been India’s approach to deal with Myanmar so far? 

Since the coup, India has taken a balanced diplomatic approach on Myanmar, calling for 

restraint, restoration of democracy and release of political prisoners, but also maintaining its 

lines of communication with the military. Delhi has also firmly stayed away from imposing 

sanctions on the junta. 

Why India’s approach needs a shift? 

The approach that India must maintain its relationship with the junta to counter China and 

secure its national interest is no longer efficient.  

This is because the military is no longer a force for stability in Myanmar. It is incapable of 

providing the political, economic and social stability that India needs in Myanmar to advance its 

interests, including development projects. 

Economy is rapidly sinking and public faith in the military as a state institution is at its 

lowest. Military has been facing armed resistance almost in the entire country. 

Under the current military regime even the North eastern area of India which shares its border 

with Myanmar has seen massive decline in security. Chin state, bordering Mizoram and 

Manipur, has seen dramatic military offensives in civilian areas, which have forced thousands 

to flee into India. At least four Indian insurgent groups have re-established their camps inside 

Myanmar, which could act as staging posts for attacks inside India. 
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India must adopt an approach that can not only provide a stable political environment overall, 

but also effectively secure its security interests along the border. 

What is the way forward? 

India can engage more with the NUG as it enjoys much more mass popularity than the military, 

which means it is in a position to restore calm. It can also engage with the PDFs and ethnic 

armed organisations , they have also demonstrated sufficient capability in countering the 

military’s strategic dominance. 

Even China realises the new reality and has publicly communicated with pro-democracy 

forces in Myanmar. However, China does not have strong links with the new PDFs. So, if India 

really wants to offset Chinese influence in Myanmar, it needs to take this opportunity to forge 

new friendships. 

 

GS2 – INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – EFFECTS OF POLICIES AND POLITICS OF 

DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ON INDIA'S INTERESTS. 

RUSSIA – UKRAINE CRISIS 

9. Denial of access to Swift is a blunt tool for geopolitics  

Source: This post is based on the article “Denial of access to SWIFT is a blunt tool for 

geopolitics” published in Livemint on 15th February 2022. 
 

News: NATO has threatened to cut-off Russia from the international SWIFT payment network if 

Russia attempts to invade Ukraine. 

What is Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunications (SWIFT)? 

It provides a network to send and receive instructions on international money transfers 

accurately and securely. It itself doesn’t hold any cash. The network is used by 11,000 financial 

institutions in 200 countries. Each week, transfer instructions for about $100 trillion are issued 
on SWIFT. 

SWIFT has 3,500 shareholders who elect a 25-member governance board. 

Russia and China are represented on the governance board, but India is not. 

Why SWIFT is prone to cyber-terrorist attacks? 

Using SWIFT as a tool of economic sanctions has resulted in the network itself becoming a 

target for cyberterrorist attacks. In 2016, Lazarus Group from North Korea infiltrated the network 
of Bangladesh Bank using malware, took control of Swift terminals within the bank and initiated 

transfers to multiple locations in the Philippines. 

The same group also hacked the emails of Sony Pictures in retaliation for the release of the 2014 
spoof called The Interview that portrayed North Korea in a bad light. 
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Why, Russia and China are building their own international payment system? 

China launched China’s Cross-Border International Payment Systems (CIPS) in 2019. 

In 2014, during the time when Russia annexed Crimea and was threatened of SWIFT sanctions, 

it launched a messaging system, the System for Transfer of Financial Messages (SPFS). 

Both the countries are in advanced stages of linking the two systems and various countries like 
Turkey and India are willing to join the system. 

 

10. Ukraine Crisis and India: On Kyiv, Sit on the Fence 

Source: This source is based on the article “On Kyiv, Sit On The Fence” published in the Times 
of India. 

 

News: India decided not to comment anything on the Ukraine issue in the Quad foreign ministers’ 

meeting held in Melbourne, Australia. 

What is Russia’s stand on Ukraine? 

Russia repeatedly asserts that it seeks recognition that Ukraine will not be accepted as a NATO 

member. While the USA insists that Russia is going to invade Ukraine. The recently issued 

Russia-China joint statement suggests that the alliance of Eurasian powers is here to stay. 

Russia seeks to build its alliance with China to weaken the USA now. 

What is India’s stand on the Ukraine crisis? 

While abstain voting from UNSC on the Ukraine issue, India advised parties to find a solution 

considering the security interests of all countries and aimed towards securing long term peace 

and stability in the region. 

But, the ongoing Ukraine crisis has led to experts talking about India’s neutral stance on US and 

Russia tension. 

How do the experts’ view the neutral stand of India? 

Some international scholars believe that India cannot hold on to this neutral stand for long. This 

is incorrect as many successive governments in India, from Jawaharlal Nehru’s to Narendra 

Modi’s, have repeatedly asserted India’s right to adopt an independent stand based on its 

national interests without aligning itself with any particular military bloc unless this was 

necessitated by national interest. 

From the 1962 war or the 1971 war or on other occasions, the Indian position has been defined 

by national interest. India’s independent voice in international affairs is a manifestation of its 

national self-image 

What policy is adopted by India? 
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According to Foreign Affairs Minister, India is working on the principle of the policy of multi-

alignment, depending on context and issue at stake. India’s national interest and national 

security are linked to maintaining her strategic autonomy, especially in an East-West conflict. 

 

GS2 – POLITY – REGULATORY, STATUTORY AND QUASI-JUDICIAL BODIES 

 

ISSUES WITH REGULATORY BODIES 

11. A Case for Specialists  

Source: This post is based on the article “A Case for Specialists” published in Indian Express 

on 17th Feb 2022. 

News: The recent regulatory breaches at the National Stock Exchange is an example of why India 
needs more regulatory expertise. 

In this article, the author argues for inclusion of more domain experts in policy making. 

Why there is need to consider protecting economics from politics and vice versa? 

One, there was continuity in policy implementation since 1991, but the sudden withdrawal of 

farm laws and the repeal of the land acquisition ordinance in 2015 are two examples of policy 

discontinuity. It shows intermixing of politics and economics. 

Two, the political input in economic policymaking is becoming dominant as regional and state-

level issues are assuming overriding significance. 

Three, domestic policy is also influenced by other factors. For instance, external pressure should 

not be the basis of reforms, but it can be used to push desirable domestic reform. For example, 
India’s entry into the WTO mandated the recognition of product and process patents. This was 

politically hard to accept, and there were differences between economics and politics. 

Why there is a need for specialists? 

First, relying on the crisis to drive reform only work in rare circumstances. When the aspiration 

is to become a $10 trillion economy by 2030, then a sustained growth of over 15 percent per 

annum in nominal GDP is needed. But as growth occurs, institutions also require sophistication, 
knowledge, expertise, and some protection from political interference. 

For instance, between 2004 and 2009, India experienced 8.1 percent increase in real GDP. But 

the growth story was cut short by the global financial crisis and institutional weaknesses such 
as coal scam and the 2G scam. 

Second, the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) in 2016, replaced RBI’s internal decision-making 

to include three external experts. MPC minutes are also published. This has enhanced the 

transparency into monetary policy decisions and efficiency. Hence, similar reforms should be 
extended to other important government functions, such as the budgetary process. 

Also, successive finance commissions and the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management 

(FRBM) Review Committee have recommended the creation of a fiscal council to bring 
transparency in the budget-making process. It will help in moderating the influence of politics 

and powerful interest groups. 
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Third, domain experts should be an integral part of the policy formulation process. 

Implementation can be left to the executive. For instance, when TRAI was first set up, it had a 
healthy combination of domain experts and public policy professionals. Capacity was limited, 

but the intent was clearly visible. But instead of strengthening it more, TRAI resembles a 

government department now. 

Fourth, India has more and more professionals as universities offer courses on regulation and 

public policy. The diaspora has always been available to fill the gap. 

Fifth, since more sectors (for example, the Gati Shakti initiative) engage the private sector, 

lessons from the last quarter-century should not be wasted. Domain expertise helps in creating 
a cadre of professionals with technical expertise and also helps in managing the complex tasks 

of policy processes. 

What is the way forward? 

Policies should be independent of vested interests in politics and business. Agencies tasked with 

protecting the public interest should work in the interest of the public. Also, retired bureaucrats 

are excellent for policy institutions, but they should not be an entitlement. 
 

SEBI AND RELATED ISSUES 

12. The Yogi, The CEO & The Lesson – On Algo Scam  

Source: This post is based on the article “The Yogi, The CEO & The Lesson” published in 

Times of India on 16th Feb 2022. 
News: Recently, the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has issued the final order on 

the “Algo scam” at the National Stock Exchange (NSE). 

 

What is “algo scam” and what has happened? 

 Read more here: https://blog.forumias.com/governance-breakdown/ 

What does this reveal? 

One, even if the information shared wasn’t price-sensitive, had nothing to do with trading 

positions, and the leak did not hurt investors, it was still a data breach from the corner office. 

Two, NSE was formed to counter BSE, which in the early 90s had become a gamblers’ den. But 

now SEBI is dealing with a case where professional managers were acting as servants of 

‘outsiders’ while NSE’s board of directors did not report it. 

What is the way forward? 

The matter was hidden as long as the exchange made money and stocks rose. This scam is a 

curious case that should be added as a chapter in the B-School syllabus. It is a story of personal 

flaws which shadowed transparency, the excesses of a company as it gains power, the pitfalls of 

monopoly, and inroads that outsiders like godmen or politicians can make in a business. 

 

https://blog.forumias.com/governance-breakdown/
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13. Governance breakdown  

Source: This post is based on the article “Governance breakdown” published in Business 

Standard on 15th Feb 2022. 

News: Recently, the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has issued the final order on 

the “Algo scam” at the National Stock Exchange (NSE). 

The article reveals the multiple layers of the scam in the securities market and suggests that the 

regulator must ensure that scams like this should never occur. 

What is the “algo scam”? 

The regulator has formally accused five individuals and the NSE of several violations and acts of 

misgovernance. The entities received price information in advance using co-located servers on 

the NSE premises and profited by front-running. There were multiple violations of the SEBI Act, 

1992, the Securities Contracts (Regulation) Act, 1956, and the Securities Contracts (Regulation) 

(Stock Exchanges and Clearing Corporations) Regulations, 2012. 

This happened between 2013-16, with the first whistleblower complaint in 2015. SEBI indicted 

the then managing director (MD), then vice-chairman, then executive director in charge of 

compliance, group operating officer and adviser to the MD, and then chief regulatory officer. 

The NSE board has also failed to inform SEBI of the governance issues. Hence, SEBI has fined 

the NSE and barred the stock exchange from launching any new product for six months. 

What does the case reflect? 

It shows that India’s premier financial exchange, which is one of the largest in the world and 

host over $3 trillion worth of listed companies, lacks internal checks and balances. 

The board was aware of the exchange of confidential information, but decided to hide the matter. 

It shows a complete collapse of governance at the exchange, which had the potential to risk 

financial stability. 

GS2 – INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – EFFECT OF POLICIES AND POLITICS OF DEVELOPED 

AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ON INDIA'S INTERESTS 

 

RUSSIA – UKRAINE CONFLICT 

14. Strategic choice: India is right not to pick a side on Ukraine  

Source: This post is based on the article “Strategic choice: India is right not to pick a side 

on Ukraine” and “Russia welcomes India’s stand on eastern Ukraine situation” published 

in Times of India and The Hindu on 19th February 2022. 
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News: Indian chose to adopt a balanced and independent approach in the United Nation Security 

Council on Ukraine Russia conflict. USA indirectly argued that India views the Russia-
Ukraine matter the same way it views China’s expansionist designs in Asia. 

What is the Indian statement? 

India in the UNSC said that the safety of Indian nationals is its uttermost priority. It urged all 
the parties to continue to engage through all possible diplomatic channels. India believes a 

solution can be found through dialogue under the Normandy format and the Minsk 

Agreements. It advised all the parties to avoid all the steps that can lead to increased tension 

and put a risk to international peace and security. 

Normandy Format: It is a diplomatic grouping created in June 2014 to find a peaceful resolution 

to the conflict in Ukraine due to Russia’s military aggression. It is an informal forum that was 

set up by France, Germany, Russia, and Ukraine.  

How USA view is not correct? 

China is an immediate threat to India’s geopolitical realities, while Ukraine doesn’t fall in that 

category. China today presents the biggest systemic threat to the international order. Countries, 
from the UK to Vietnam and from Mongolia to Australia, all recognized that China’s actions are 

threatening global stability. It’s because this Quad was created as a platform to reinforce the 

rules-based order. 

Russia, on the other hand, doesn’t pose a similar challenge. Russia and China together have a 

strategic and economic compact, but there are also several issues that they need to resolve 

bilaterally, like border issues. For example ; China’s eyes on Russia’s energy resources, China’s 

increasing influence in Central Asia which is earlier in Russia’s strategic domain, etc. So, the 
USA should not consider them as a combined threat. 

GS2 – POLITY – FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 

 

RIGHT TO PRIVACY 

15. Ghost of 497IPC  

Source– This post is based on the article “Ghost of 497IPC” published in Times of India on 
17th Feb 2022. 

News 

Recently Gujarat High court has reinstated a police constable to his service who lost his job over 
adultery and has outlined that Individual’s Personal choices professional career. 

What has been high court’s observation in the case? 

The court noted that the constable’s superiors or society may view the relationship from the 
prism of immorality but there was no ground to invoke disciplinary provisions related to 

“misconduct” under the relevant statutory rules. 

What has been the recent developments in the matter? 

Supreme Court in 2018 striked down adultery as a penal offence (Section 497 IPC) in 2018 and 
recognised fundamental right to privacy in 2017. HCs have in the past also ruled against 

https://blog.forumias.com/united-nations-security-council-unsc/
https://blog.forumias.com/united-nations-security-council-unsc/
https://blog.forumias.com/ukraine-conflict-and-its-implications-for-india/
https://blog.forumias.com/united-nations-security-council-unsc/
https://blog.forumias.com/quadrilateral-economic-forum-and-india/
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authorities pursuing disciplinary proceedings for adultery, noting that misconduct requires proof 

of adverse effect on an officer’s public duties. 

What is the way forward? 

However, despite these developments courts are sometimes themselves prone to social morality. 

2021 witnessed a few orders by various HCs levying monetary penalties or passing harsh 
observations in such cases. 

As the SC’s ruling has reiterated the equality before law of all consenting adults this divergence 

in the orders of various courts should stop. 

For this Service rules across India need to be updated to restrict the scope for loosely applying 
misconduct provisions. 

 

GS2 – POLITY – JUDICIARY 

 

ISSUES WITH THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM 

16. Appeal to the appeals system  

Source: This post is based on the article “Appeal to the appeals system” published in the 

Times of India on 18th February 2022. 
 

News: Recently the Allahabad High Court decided the criminal plea of Raj Kumar, which was 

filed approximately four decades ago. It acquitted the accused of all criminal charges after such 
a long time. 

The Supreme Court has frequently held that the right to speedy justice is a facet of the right to 

life of an individual, guaranteed by the Constitution. SC also acknowledged the injustice due to 
the system’s inability to provide timely justice. 

How much pendency is there in respective state high courts? 

1st Law Commission in 1958, had found that the Allahabad high court had 3,727 pending 
appeals. Now the pendency increased to 1,56,276 appeals. Similarly, other courts like Madhya 

Pradesh have 87,617 pending appeals, Punjab & Haryana have 68,956, Rajasthan has 49,264 

and Patna has 36,818 pending appeals. 

By clubbing all the appeals, more than 2. 5 lakh cases are pending for more than 10 years across 
all high courts in India. 

What are the key causes for the delay in dealing with criminal appeals? 

Judges: Expertise is required to effectively deal with the criminal appeal. So, while elevating 
candidates to the higher court bench, collegium should be cautious of prior experience of 

criminal court judges. Judges of the district court should be given more preference as they are 

experienced in handling criminal cases. 

Currently, there is no such method to appoint high court judges that accounts for their subject 

matter specialization. 

https://blog.forumias.com/law-commission-of-india-as-a-statutory-body/
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Counsel: A study by Vidhi on all cases in the Delhi high court found that in 70% of delayed 

cases, counsels had sought time more than thrice. Judges should take strict action on such 
advocates who intentionally use the system to delay the cases 

Accused: It has been found on several occasions where the accused persons are completely 

unaware of the lawyer representing them. Effective legal representation is a constitutionally 
guaranteed right. Prison authorities should coordinate with legal services authorities to facilitate 

communication between the lawyers and the accused. 

Also, legal services authorities should be questioned on the quality of advocates they admit, their 

remuneration, and the accountability mechanisms to ensure quality service. 

Registry staff: One of the key causes for the delay is the lack of timely availability of lower court 

records while dealing with criminal appeals. This can be solved through digitization of records 

and easy transfer of case records across all tiers of the judiciary. Registry staff should be trained 
to handle such digitization. 

 

17. A case for a more federal judiciary  

Source: This post is based on the article “A case for a more federal judiciary” published in 

The Hindu on 17th Feb 2022. 

News: The delicate balance between HCs and SC is tilting in favour of the SC. 

The article discusses the need to balance the power between High Courts and the Supreme Court. 

Federalism is a midpoint between unitarism, to which the States are subordinate and 

confederalism wherein the States are supreme and are coordinated by a weak centre. 

What is the basic nature of federalism? 

A.V. Dicey’s View: The essential characteristic of federalism is the distribution of limited 

executive, legislative and judicial authority among bodies that are independent of each other. 

Supreme Court View: it has held that the federalist nature is part and parcel of the basic 
structure of the Constitution. 

What are the instances, where the SC overpowered High Courts 

In recent years, the erosion of power of the High Court was witnessed. 

First, the collegium system, consists of SC’s judges, has the power to appoint and transfer judges 

and chief justices to the High Courts and the Supreme Court. 

Second, successive governments have passed laws to create parallel judicial systems of courts 
and tribunals which bypass the High Courts. 

For example, Competition Commission and company law tribunals.  Also, laws have been drafted 

such that the Supreme Court directly acts as an appellate court. 

Third, SC is intervening in matters which are clearly of local importance and have no 
constitutional ramifications. For instance, in 2018, petition in the Supreme Court to curtail 

Deepavali celebrations and the court entertained the writ petition and issued directions. 

The Supreme Court entertaining PILs, which could have been effectively dealt with by the High 
Court, sends the message that there is no need to go to HC, cases can be directly filed in the SC. 
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How the Indian judiciary is envisaged by the Indian constitution? 

One, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar stated in the Constituent Assembly that the Indian Federation has a 
dual polity but has no dual judiciary at all. The High Courts and the Supreme Court form one 

single integrated judiciary and provide remedies in all cases arising under constitutional law, 

civil law, or criminal law. 

Two, the Indian Constitution envisaged the equality of power of High Court judges and Supreme 

Court judges. For instance, the Chief Justice of the Madras High Court, Justice P.V. Rajamannar 

rejected the seat in newly formed Supreme Court and preferred to be Chief Justices of the 

prestigious High Court. 

Three, on many occasions the Supreme Court has reiterated that it is superior to the High Court 

only in the appellate sense. 

Why there is a need to strengthen the federal nature of the judiciary? 

First, a robust federal judicial system is a basic requirement for a federal State which interprets 

the constitution. It adjudicates upon the rights of the federal units and the central unit, and 

between the citizen and these units. 

Second, the need for this balance was underscored during the Emergency, when the High Courts 

stood out as beacons of freedom. 

Third, empirical research in the USA shows that judicial review by a centralized judiciary tends 
toward unitarism. In Nigeria, research has shown that the Supreme Court has favored 

interpretations that support the rights of the center over the States. 

What is the way forward? 

The weakening of the state units sets off a weakening of the entire body of the state. Hence, the 
Supreme Court should recognize this and restore the federal balance by re-empowering the High 

Courts. 

 

GS2 – GOVERNANCE – GOVT POLICIES AND INTERVENTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT IN 

VARIOUS SECTORS 

GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – INDUSTRIAL POLICY AND GROWTH 

 

18. The case for clarity over India’s policy on online betting  

Source: This post is based on the article “The case for clarity over India’s policy on online 

betting” published in the Livemint on 18th February 2022. 

News: Karnataka had imposed a blanket prohibition on all online games. The order was stayed 
by the Madras High Court judgment. Similarly, some states have imposed a complete ban while 

others have made restrictive amendments to existing laws governing online gambling. 

What is the present legal framework with respect to online gaming in India? 

It falls under the List II of the Seventh Schedule of the constitution. Online gaming policies fall 

under the legislative jurisdiction of the state. Several states like UP, MP and Delhi have adopted 
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the colonial era Public Gambling Act 1867. While others enacted legislation to regulate gaming 

and gambling activities within their territories under the gaming law. 

What are the court judgments on online batting? 

Public Prosecutor vs Vraj Lal Sheth: Madras High Court ruled that whereas gaming involves 

skills, betting involve losing or winning solely depending on the occurrence of an uncertain event. 

Shri Varun Gamber Vs Union Territory of Chandigarh: Court ruled that playing significant 

games like Dream 11 required a significant degree of skill and so not constitute gambling. 

Junglee games vs State of Tamil Nadu: High Court ruled that games of skills can be played 

online for skates and cannot be categorized as betting or gambling. 

What are the problems associated with online gaming? 

World Health Organization, in its International Classification of diseases 2019 data, expressed 

that online games are behaviorally addictive. Habitual gamers may suffer from various issues 
like blurred vision, stereotypical mindset, lack of physical exercise, etc. It may also expose them 

to sexual stereotypes and inappropriate conditioning of males. 

What should be the way forward? 

India is lacking in the laws governing online games. There is need to adopt appropriate regulatory 

norms that involve age verification mechanisms, parental control and risk flagging system. 

As the world is getting digitized, Law Commission of India advised government to adopt a 
comprehensive legislative framework which can satisfy the present demands of the society.  

 

19. Questioning the ban on online gaming platforms  

Source: This post is based on the article “Questioning the ban on online gaming platforms” 

published in The Hindu on 17th Feb 2022. 
 

News: The Karnataka High Court has delivered a judgement striking down major portions of the 

Karnataka Police (Amendment) Act, 2021. This law was introduced to ban online gambling and 

skill-based gaming platforms like rummy, poker and fantasy sports that involved risking money 
on an uncertain event. 

Apart from Karnataka, a similar law introduced by the Tamil Nadu government was struck down 

by the Madras High Court in August 2021. 

Online Gaming in India 

According to a report, the number of online gamers in India grew from ~250 million gamers in 

2018 to ~400 million gamers by the mid of 2020. 

The main factors that contributed to their growth include technology infrastructure development 

and the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Why the States are banning Online Gaming in India? 

States are banning online games as they believe that online games like rummy and poker are 

addictive in nature.  
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Reportedly, there have been instances where youngsters, faced with mounting debts due to losses 

in online games, have committed other crimes like theft and murder.  

Why are High Courts striking down the ban on Online Gaming? 

The High Courts of several States have struck down the ban on Online Gaming on three grounds: 

a) violation of fundamental rights of trade and commerce, b) liberty and privacy, c) speech and 
expression.  

The court held that games, where substantial effort, knowledge and skills are required, are 

different from games of mere luck or chance.  

The High Court also relied upon previous judgements of the Supreme Court, which had held 
rummy, fantasy sports and betting on horse racing to be games of skill. 

What is the solution then for Online Gaming? 

An outright ban may not entirely curtail the playing of such online games. Instead, the users will 
shift to grey or illegal offshore online gaming apps. 

This not only results in loss of tax revenue for the State and job opportunities for locals, but 

results in users being unable to avail remedies for any unfair behaviour or refusal to pay out 
winnings. 

Hence, instead of a complete ban, the state could look at licensing and regulating the industry 

with various checks and balances. 

 

ONLINE GAMING SECTOR IN INDIA 

20. Gaming and banning: On ban on online games  

Source: This post is based on the article “Gaming and banning: On ban on online games” 

published in The Hindu on 16th Feb 2022. 
News: Recently, legislative attempts to prohibit online gaming have failed under judicial scrutiny. 

What was the issue? 

First, the amendments brought to existing regulations on betting and gambling in Karnataka 
have been struck down by the State’s High Court. Also, last year, the Madras High Court 

invalidated similar amendments that targeted online rummy and poker. 

Second, the law was called a ‘public order’ law, but the Karnataka High Court has rejected this. 
The law also referred to “the menace of cyber games” and the registration of about 28,000 cases 

by the police in the State in the last three years. 

Third, the government said that many have taken their own lives and families ruined as a result 

of gaming addiction and indebtedness. 

Why the judiciary has struck down the amendments brought to the existing regulations 

on betting and gambling in Karnataka? 

One, the provisions of the laws failed to make a distinction between games of skill and games of 
chance and sought to bring under the proscription all games played online, regardless of the 
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extent to which skill was required. It attempted to make all online gaming punishable, even if 

they involved skill. 

Two, in both cases, the legislature assumed a paternalistic role with the aim of protecting the 

people, especially the youth, from the temptations of online gambling. 

Three, the court has pointed out, if the objective was to curb the menace of gambling, the 
government should prohibit activities that amount to gambling and not the games of skill. The 

government did not consider the option of regulating betting on games of skill. 

Four, the idea of betting and gambling have an element of ‘information, expression and 

entertainment’ that has constitutional protection. Gaming platforms are also legitimate 
businesses that enjoy the freedom of trade when used for online versions of games of skill. 

Five, the ban has not targeted the gambling part but the ‘online’ part. Hence, it is clear that an 

absolute ban could not have been upheld by the court. 

 

GS2 – SOCIAL ISSUES – NGOs, SHGs, Various groups & Associations 

 

PHILANTHROPY IN INDIA AND RELATED ISSUES 

21. Power of giving: Fund-starved sectors like science, health, education, rural 

development need generous HNIs  

Source: This post is based on the article “Power of giving: Fund-starved sectors like science, 

health, education, rural development need generous HNIs” published in Times of India. 

News: Recently, families of IT firm Mindtree’s co-founders Subroto Bagchi and NS Parthasarathy 

donated Rs 425 Crore to Indian Institute of Science. IISc. 

It should be noted that last year, IISc broke into the top 100 band in Times Higher Education’s 

Reputation Ranking of global universities. The donated amount will utilized to set up medical 

facilities focussed on cutting-edge clinical research and innovation. 

Philanthropy in India is growing, but the fund flows are too miniscule, despite the country 

boasting many high net-worth individuals (HNIs). 

Note: The number of Indian billionaires rose to an estimated 142 in 2021, with only the US and 
China ahead.  

How do Indian foundations fare as compared to global foundations in terms of assets and 

spend rate? 

A Harvard Kennedy School study of nearly 1.6 lakh foundations across 22 major countries 
revealed that 

– 97% of foundation assets totalling $1.5 trillion are concentrated in the US and Europe. 

– Not only are Indian foundations’ ranking abysmally low, their spend rate (expenditure versus 
assets) was a low 3% against 9% in the US and 37% in Spain. 

What is the present situation wrt philanthropy in India? 
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The India Philanthropy Report 2021 by Bain and Dasra notes philanthropic funding in 2020 rose 

23% to Rs 64,000 crore. 

– Foreign contributions, CSR and retail donations have stagnated at 80% of inflows. Family 

philanthropy accounted for most of this increase. 

An Edelweiss study predicts 4 lakh Indian HNI families by 2025 with assets totalling Rs 360 
lakh Crore, against 1.5 lakh families with Rs 140 lakh crore assets in 2018. This reveals high 

growth potential for family philanthropy. 

The tech sector accounted for 26% of family philanthropy, despite boasting only 9% of HNI 

families. 

Why funding by domestic HNIs is essential? 

Domestic HNIs funding local causes could help offset the pressure applied by FCRA restrictions 

to global non-profit contributions to India and the pandemic’s severe blow to those in 
lower income brackets. 

India’s public spending in areas like science and technology, health and education is abysmally 

low in proportion to GDP compared to other countries. Hence, philanthropy can help bridge this 
gap. 

GS2 – GOVERNANCE – ISSUES RELATED TO DEV AND MGMT OF EDUCATION 

GS2 – SOCIAL ISSUES – EDUCATION RELATED ISSUES 

 

NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY AND RELATED ISSUES  

22. Revisit the terms of use for this scholastic ABC  

Source: This post is based on the article “Revisit the terms of use for this scholastic ABC” 
published in The Hindu on 19th February 2022. 

News: National Education Policy 2020 aims to transform higher education to make it more 

student-centric and multidisciplinary. One of the provisions of the National Education Policy 2020 

(NEP 2020) was the introduction of the Academic Bank of Credit (ABC) 

Recently, UGC notified the implementation of Academic Bank of Credits, which is a welcome 

step, but it has certain flaws. 

What are the benefits associated with Academic Bank of Credits? 

Students can create an account in the ABC portal and store information on the completed 

courses and grades obtained. These grades are stored for five years. 

Under this, students can enroll simultaneously in an equivalent course from another college in 

the same city, while pursuing their main course. They can even enroll in SWAYAM  or the 

National Programme on Technology Enhanced Learning (NPTEL) and their credits will be added 

to the ABC. Students can even choose an online elective course, e.g. in literature or archaeology, 

https://blog.forumias.com/impact-of-new-fcra-rules-on-relief-work-of-ngos-explained-pointwise/
https://blog.forumias.com/national-education-policy/
https://blog.forumias.com/university-grants-commission-ugc/
https://blog.forumias.com/students-can-now-get-40-of-university-credits-from-e-courses/
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or pedagogy. Thus, education will truly become flexible and interdisciplinary, without forcing any 

single institute to introduce an unmanageable number of courses. 

What are the drawbacks associated with Academic Bank of Credits? 

First, The regulations do not address many issues or questions. For example, if an IIT is to allow 

20% or 20 extra seats for students through the ABC scheme, then how will the selection of 20% 

extra students be made, in case many students apply through this route? From where will the 

extra human resources come. The regulations are silent on this. 

Second, even if Massive Open Online Courses platforms like Swayam, etc. can provide 

enrollment to remaining students, there is no evidence that these platforms can provide a reliable 

assessment of learning achievements. Which is largely based on MCQ format tests. Course 

coordinators might even provide liberal scores to paint a rosy picture. This came to light when 

some institutes put guidelines to adjust scores obtained by students in MOOC’s. 

Third, to register a course on ABC portal, filtering criteria requires institutes to obtain an ‘A’ 

grade or higher in National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC). But NAAC’s 

assessment itself is often questioned by experts. For example, NAAC provide excellent or A grade 

on the basis of record books prepared by institutes to ‘prove’ compliance with NAAC quality 

criteria. Consequently, institutes spend quality teacher hours on maintaining records to prove 

compliance with NAAC. 

Fourth, the ABC scheme provides that students can take up 70% of courses from another 

institute while being enrolled in one college. In this case, students might prefer to pursue a 

particular course from an institute with a good brand name, like IIT. It will lead to lesser number 

of students in a few selected courses. 

What should be the way forward? 

This scheme has good intentions and would work well in an equitable society. But in India, where 

the quality of education varies drastically from one institute to other, this can lead to 

unmanageable academic and administrative issues in higher education Institutes. E.g. grade 

inflation. So, UGC must really think about implementing this scheme. 

 

CHILD EDUCATION 

23. Teachers mustn’t be blamed for India’s poor learning outcomes  

Source: This post is based on the article “Teachers mustn’t be blamed for India’s poor 
learning outcomes” published in Livemint on 17th Feb 2022. 

 

News: There is need to address the systemic and societal problems that are at the heart of poor 
learning outcomes. 

http://news/
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Teacher is expected to be the sole agent of education, gradually she becomes demotivated and 

become the target of the blame. However, the roots to the problem lie in larger systemic and 
societal causes. 

The article says, there is complex interplay between different factors which contribute to poor 

learning outcomes. 

Why teachers should not be blamed solely for the poor learning outcomes? 

First, the teacher is supposed to teach which is a difficult task. For example, basic language and 

math are not difficult but for a child aged 6, it is a complex task. 

Second, the language that children speak at home and in their neighborhood is often different 
from the medium of instruction. Also, the textbooks are often terrible which complicate teaching. 

Third, teachers do not have the capacity to teach what they must. For instance, pedagogical 

capacities which is related to how to teach any subject matter and capacities to handle children 
effectively to ensure curricular learning. Both capacities are complex and challenging. 

Becoming an effective teacher requires persistence, preparation and an appropriate set of 

conditions to be able to put what one has learnt into daily practice. 

Fourth, teachers are ill-prepared due to dysfunctional teacher education system. They are 

neither adequately equipped with the pedagogical capacities nor have they learnt how to 

effectively handle children. Also, there is no supportive environment for effective practice. 

Fifth, the attitude of teachers is also a concern. Some teachers are extremely positive, some are 

deeply negative, but most are average like any large group of people in our country. 

Sixth, it is said that teachers are not motivated enough. Motivation comes from a large of set of 

factors. This includes the physical environment in the school and what kind of treatment the 
teacher receives in the school and in the community. For example, lack of toilets. The treatment 

of teachers determines how supportive, empowered and valued teachers are. 

Seventh, teachers also don’t have adequate resources and many of the resources they have are 
of poor quality. Apart from this, teachers are also over- burdened. For instance, administrative 

work distracts them from core task of teaching. 

Also, the vast majority children come from homes in poverty or near poverty and thus they have 
no academic support at home. Hence teachers have to compensate for that gap. 

HIGHER EDUCATION AND RELATED ISSUES 

24. I For International?  

Source: This post is based on the article “I For International?” published in Times of India 

on 17th Feb 2022. 
News: Recent reports suggest that IITs are in talks to open up outposts in Britain. 

This article says, IITs expanding abroad is a good idea. But there is need of more radical reform. 

Why there is need of reforms in higher education institutions? 

One, the IITs are widely respected in India but there is no clarity whether IITs are competitive 
enough to offer education product in a foreign and more advanced market. 
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Two, IITs success is mostly built on the fact that some of the smartest of students prepare for 

months to get in, via competitive examination. Hence, students do better due to their own merit. 
It is not known that how much of their success is due to pedagogy and research quality in IITs, 

including in the older institutions. 

Three, 2019 CAG audit of eight IITs found them in poor condition. For instance, states haven’t 
provided land properly, labs are inadequate, little research is sponsored by non-government 

sources and over a five-year period these IITs obtained zero patents. 

The audit also accused the governing bodies for poor supervision. That’s why lot has to be done 

before foreign expansion. 

What about foreign universities setting up campuses in India?  

First, Union Cabinet approved first proposal to allow foreign universities to set up branches in 

India in 2010. IIT Bombay also started work on opening an applied science campus in New York 
City. But both projects did not materialize. 

Second, National Education Policy 2020 indicated that top foreign universities will be allowed 

and Budget 2022 suggested that they will be allowed to operate in Gujarat’s GIFT city without 
having to follow restrictive domestic rules. 

Third, there was also the GoI proposal of creating institutions of excellence. 

What is the way forward? 

First, there is need to address the broader issue of reforming the university. NEP has also 

proposed a reformed higher education regulator. 

Second, GoI and states must acknowledge that for-profit private investment encourages 

enterprise to increase quality. Because good faculty, good labs, good libraries, a good campus, 
all of this require money. Also, deserving students who can’t pay should get government 

scholarships 

 

GS2 – SOCIAL ISSUES – ISSUES RELATED TO CHILDREN 

GS2 – GOVERNANCE – ISSUES RELATED TO DEV AND MGMT OF EDUCATION 

GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – COVID PANDEMIC AND ITS IMPACT 

 

25. The pathology of school closure in India  

Source: This post is based on the article “The pathology of school closure in India” published 
in The Hindu on 16th Feb 2022. 

News: According to a United Nations report, India has become the country with the second 

longest COVID-19 pandemic-linked school closure in the world. 

Why Indian schools remain reluctant to reopen? 

First, misinformation such as ‘the third wave would affect children’ made by influential 

individuals have scared parents. 
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Second, occasional incidents of children being hospitalised are shown repeatedly on television 

channels to sensationalize the matter and gain target rating point (TRP). 

Third, the small section of privileged parents is being treated as representatives of all parents. 

The surveys had indicated that poor and middle-class parents from all parts of the country want 

schools to be open. But they are not involved in decision-making, and hence it deprives children 
from marginalized backgrounds of their right to education. 

Fourth, the Government has not responded to misinformation timely and the matter of reopening 

schools has been politicized. Also, the experience of the second wave has shaken the trust of the 

average citizen in the Government. 

What has been done by the government? 

In the Union Budget 2022-23, government has proposed ‘one class, one TV channel’ programme 

under Pradhan Mantri eVidya. It aims to impart supplementary teaching. It will change the 
perception of equating learning with syllabus completion. 

However, the School Children’s Online and Offline Learning (SCHOOL) survey in India has shown 

that TV-based education programs are completely ineffective. 

How adoption ‘PERI’ can help? 

To ensure that schools start functioning at full capacity, a structured approach of P-E-R-I: 

Prepare; Engage; Reimagine and Innovate needs to be adopted. Also, the necessary planning and 
perspective on the risk of COVID-19 are essential. 

In case of rise in COVID-19, every State needs to develop a road map to prevent avoidable 

disruptions. The objective criteria for school closure need to be developed and such a decision 

should be implemented in a decentralised manner at the block or the district level. 

Also, engaging with key stakeholders including parents, and raising awareness about the 

importance of in-person education and the concept of holistic child development is required. It 

will help in countering any misinformation and bring learning on track. 

What is the way forward? 

First, Anganwadi, Pre-nursery, and nursery schools should be opened urgently and immediately 

to recover from learning and nutrition loss. 

Second, Special initiatives and socio-political engagement need to be started so that every single 

child who is in need of education or who has dropped out or has been pushed into child labour 

can return to in-person learning. 

Third, there is a need to revive school health services and institutionalize regular counselling 

and mental health services for school-age children. 

Fourth, there is a need to prepare a medium to long-term plan to compensate for the learning 

loss, with a focus on overall child development through strategic and innovative thinking. 

Fifth, hesitation in reopening institutions is the symptom of a flawed education system and 

shows the value that is attached to school education. Hence, it is a socio-political responsibility 

to ensure the safe return of every child in the country. 
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GS2 – INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL AGREEMENTS 

INDIA – UAE FTA 

26. Etching a trade line to bond beyond oil – On India UAE FTA 

Source: This post is based on the article “Etching a trade line to bond beyond oil” published 

in The Hindu on 18th Feb 2022. 

 
News: Recently concluded India-UAE free trade agreement will enable two-way investment flows 

and help achieve ambitious export targets. 

How the deal is significant for India? 

First, the UAE has emerged as an important economic hub within the context of the Middle 

East/West Asia. It will help in sustaining the growth and promote manufacturing. The UAE 

would be an attractive export market for Indian electronics, automobiles, and other engineering 
products. 

Second, it will increase investment flows because the UAE is the ninth biggest investor in India. 

Third, both the UAE and India are aggressively pursuing FTAs with several important countries. 

Hence, companies from these two countries and multinational companies from other geographies 
too would find the UAE and India as an attractive market. For instance, GCC and the Greater 

Arab Free Trade Area (GAFTA) Agreement. 

Fourth, it will help in realizing the ambitious target of U.S.$1 trillion of merchandise exports and 
U.S.$1 trillion of services exports by the year 2030. 

Fifth, it will pave the way for India to enter the UAE’s strategic location and have easy access to 

the African market also. It can help India to become a part of the global supply chain. 

How the deal is significant for the UAE? 

The UAE, through its ‘Vision 2021’, has sought to diversify its economy and reduce its 

dependency on oil. According to WTO, since 2012, growth has been led by the non-hydrocarbon 
sectors reflecting the successful diversification of the economy. 

How the relation between India and the UAE has evolved? 

One, India and the UAE established diplomatic relations in 1972. The visit of the Indian Prime 

Minister to the UAE in 2015 marked the beginning of a new strategic partnership between the 
two countries. 

During the visit of the Crown Prince to India in January 2017 as the chief guest at India’s 

Republic Day celebrations, it was agreed that bilateral relations were to be upgraded to a 
comprehensive strategic partnership. This gave momentum to India-UAE comprehensive 

economic partnership agreement launched in September 2021. 

Two, the India-UAE total trade merchandise has been valued at U.S.$52.76 billion for the first 
nine months of the fiscal year 2021-22, making the UAE India’s third largest trading partner. 

What is the challenge? 
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The major challenge is compliance requirements for Indian exporters. The UAE tariff structure 

is bound with the GCC and the applied average tariff rate is 5%. Therefore, the scope of 
addressing Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs) becomes very important. The UAE has 451 SPS 

notifications. The SPS notifications are mainly related to live poultry, meat, and processed food. 

Also, the UAE has 534 TBT notifications related to fish, food additives, meat, rubber, electrical 
machinery, etc. 

How India has changed its approach towards FTA? 

One, India is now focusing more on gaining meaningful market access and facilitating Indian 

industry’s integration into global value chains. 

Two, the new approach of FTA negotiations would respond to the need of new emerging dynamics 

in international trade and the Indian economy. 

Three, the Government of India has prioritized at least six countries or regions. For instance, 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) figures at the top of the list for an early harvest deal. The early 

harvest deal is to be enlarged into a comprehensive FTA in due course of time. 

 

GS2 – GOVERNANCE – GOVT POLICIES AND INTERVENTIONS FOR DEV IN VARIOUS 

SECTORS 

 

REFUGEE POLICY AND RELATED ISSUES   

27. India needs a refugee and asylum law  

Source: This post is based on the article “India needs a refugee and asylum law” published in 
The Hindu on 19th February 2022. 

News: Recently, private members bill proposing the enactment of refugees and asylum law was 

introduced in Lok Sabha. The bill lays down comprehensive criteria for recognizing asylum 
seekers and refugees.  It also prescribes specific rights and duties occurring from such status. 

What are recent examples which show there is a need for such a law in India? 

The government expelled two batches of Rohingya refugees back to Myanmar, despite the risk of 
prosecution in their home country. Similar attempts were made with Chakmas in Arunachal 

Pradesh and Myanmarese in Mizoram. Afghanistan’s students stranded in India by taking over 

of Taliban have not had their visas renewed. 

What does Indian history reflect of asylum seekers? 

India provided asylum to Jewish people who fled to India after the demolition of the Jerusalem 

temple by Babylonians and then by Romans. Zoroastrians fled Islamic persecution in Persia and 

took asylum in India. Similarly, Tibetans, Bangladeshis, and Sri Lankan Tamils had taken 
asylum or refuge in India. 

In fact, Ramayana and Mahabharata talk about the injustice being done as people were forced 

into exile and greatness involved in extending support to the people exiled. For example, 
celebrating Deepawali as a homecoming of refugees after 14 years of exile. 

What does the Supreme Court say about this? 
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In 1996, the Supreme Court ruled that the state has to protect all human beings living in India, 

irrespective of nationality, guided by Articles 14, 20, and 21 of the constitution. 

In the NHRC versus the state of Arunachal Pradesh case, the Supreme Court stopped forcible 

evictions of Chakma refugees in 1995. 

What does India need to do? 

India has provided refuge to more than 2 lakh people but is not a signatory to the 1951 UN 

refugee convention, nor does it have a domestic asylum framework. 

There is a huge complexity of laws that needs to be simplified – like the Foreigners Act 1946, 

Registration of foreigners act 1939, Passports act of 1967, Extradition act 1962, and Citizenship 
act 1955. 

In 2011, India came out with standard operating procedures to provide long-term visas to 

asylum-seekers. But as it was not backed by law, it provides arbitrary powers to government 
officials. There is a need to go beyond just providing asylum and set a proper framework to make 

sure that refugees can access basic public services, legally seek jobs and livelihood opportunities, 

etc. 

So India needs a national asylum law that will put India at the forefront of asylum management 

in the world. 

ROAD SAFETY AND RELATED ISSUES 

28. India has still to get a good grip on road safety 

Source: This post is based on the article “India has still to get a good grip on road safety” 
published in The Hindu on 18th February 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 2 Government policies and interventions aimed at development in various 

sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Relevance: Understanding the government policies and commitments on road safety. 
 

News: Government aims to reduce 50% of road accidents by 2025 and to achieve zero deaths 

due to road accidents by 2030. 

What is the present condition of road safety in India? 

According to Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, number of deaths in road accidents 

increased from 1,42,485 in 2011 to 1,51,113 in 2019. The data for 2020 does not out yet, but 
the annual publication of the National Crime Records Bureau, titled Accidental Deaths & 

Suicides in India (2020) shows that 1,33,201 deaths were recorded in 2020. The reduction was 

seen because of the curbs imposed due to the COVID 19. 

However, the fatality (that is a number of deaths per 100 accidents), continued to rise from 26.9 

in 2001 to 28.63 in 2011 to 37.54 in 2020. Thus, it is evident that despite setting a target of a 

50% reduction in accidental deaths, there is still increase in the fatalities from road accidents. 

What are the court rulings regarding the road safety? 

SC while hearing petition on road safety, ordered to constitute a ‘Committee on Road Safety’ 

under the chairmanship of Justice K.S. Radhakrishnan. Court also issued several directives with 

regard to road safety like constitution of a State Road Safety Council, establishment of lead 

https://blog.forumias.com/article-14/
https://blog.forumias.com/article-20-of-indian-constitution/
https://blog.forumias.com/article-21/
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agency, the setting up of road safety fund, notification of a road safety action plan, the 

constitution of a district road safety committee, engineering improvements, etc 

What are the lacunae present in system related to road safety? 

Manpower: India do not have enough manpower comparing with increasing volume of traffic. 

The automation of processes is still in its infancy and limited to large cities. 

Inadequate funds: There are not enough funds for the rectification of black spots and the 

undertaking of traffic calming measures. Also, when more than 60% of road accidents are 

because of over-speeding, ‘speed limit’ signboards are rarely seen or found even on State 

highways and major roads. 

Work benefits: Drivers, conductors, and other staff in transport companies (except for 

government corporations) do not get benefits of the organised sector. They are paid less, do not 

get weekly off, and are most often forced to work overtime. Unless their service conditions are 
improved, their attitude towards road safety cannot be rectified. 

No proper implementation of guidelines: In India, there is no focus on improve the driving 

skills of drivers. Even getting a driver’s license is a very easy process. There is no standard written 
and rigorous practical test. Many States do not have test-driving tracks. There are no institutes 

for refresher training if a driving licence of a person is suspended. Though the amended Motor 

Vehicles Act has certain provisions in this regard, they have yet to come into force. 

Although government makes it mandatory to wear safety head gears, these rules are not enforced 

strictly in all States due to a lack of strong will. Even an amended provision that relates to 

‘Offences by Juveniles’ is not enforced strictly. 

What steps did government initiate to prevent road accidents? 

Central Government has launched a central accident database called Integrated Road Accident 

Database(IRAD). 

GS2 – SOCIAL ISSUES – LABOUR RELATED ISSUES 

GS2 – POLITY – FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 

RIGHT TO EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY IN PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT 

29. Wrong solution-on Rural -Urban divide  

Source: This post is based on the article “Wrong solution-on Rural -Urban divide” published 
in The Hindu on 19th Feb 2022.    

News: Haryana has recently introduced Haryana State Employment of Local Candidates Act that 

mandates 75% reservation for local candidates in private sector jobs that pay up to ₹30,000 a 
month. In a recent order, the Supreme Court has asked the Punjab and Haryana High Court to 

decide the validity of the law.  

What have been the developments in the case?  

Supreme court has removed the stay order granted by the High Court as the stay was granted 

without assigning reasons. 

And there is a set rule that legislation cannot be stayed unless there is a preliminary finding that 

it is unconstitutional or suffers from any glaring illegality.  

https://blog.forumias.com/union-minister-calls-for-preparing-a-roadmap-on-road-safety/
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Why Haryana State Employment of Local candidates Act can face several challenges?   

Discrimination: The first hurdle that this law such may face is the constitutional bar on 
discrimination on the basis of place of birth or residence. Even though the Constitution allows 

the Government to prescribe a residential criterion for employment to public posts, it is doubtful 

that such a measure can be extended to the private sector.  

Objection from Industry: The industry may feel aggrieved that the law may adversely affect the 

hiring of talent from outside Haryana.  

Individual liberty: Law may impinge on the freedom of movement, the right to reside and settle 

in any part of the country, and the right to carry on any occupation.   

What is the way forward?  

Rapid urbanisation and the agrarian situation are behind large-scale migration in search of 

employment. 

The real issue to address is the widespread disparity between urban and rural areas, between 

advanced States and backward ones. 

Temporary measures like reservation are not the long term solution. 
 

GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – AGRICULTURE 

GS2 – GOVERNANCE – GOVT POLICIES AND INTERVENTIONS 

 

CROP INSURANCE AND RELATED ISSUES 

30. Fixing farm insurance 

Source: This post is based on the article “Fixing farm insurance” published in Business 

Standard on 18th Feb 2022. 
News: Recently, Maharashtra has indicated that it might exit PMFBY because the farmers are 

dissatisfied with it. 

What are the issues existing with PMFBY? 

First, it is the government’s flagship crop insurance scheme. But there are numerous issues 

even after modifications. Six states have exited from it, while Punjab, a leading agricultural state, 

never joined it. 

The states Gujarat and Bihar which are run by NDA opted for it but later decided to quit along 

with states like Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Jharkhand, and West Bengal. 

Second, the financial burden of running the PMFBY is difficult to sustain, even though the 
Centre shares 50 per cent of it. A large part of agricultural budget goes into paying premium 

subsidies and meeting other administrative expenses. 

Third, insurance companies find it unattractive because the risks involved are too high. For 
instance, risk of natural hazards and attacks by diseases, pests, and stray animals. Hence, 

claims are generally far higher than the premium collected. 

https://blog.forumias.com/pradhan-mantri-fasal-bima-yojana-pmfby/


9 PM Compilation for the Month of February (Third Week), 2022 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

ForumIAS 

 
 
 
 

Fourth, the compensation computed by insurers is often disputed. The farmers also do not find 

it financially rewarding because claims are most often rejected by the insurers, the payment is 
usually too small and there are long delays. 

For instance, in a recent event, Madhya Pradesh’s chief minister held public function to disburse 

PMFBY claims worth over Rs 7,600 crore. In reality, the payment was actually due for over 16 
months. 

Fifth, Farm insurance is always associated with problems since first introduced in 1972 and the 

PMFBY is no exception. In 2020, it was made voluntary for the farmers, but the major issues are 

trust deficit and the credibility of insurance as a means of hedging production risks. 

Sixth, other issues are lack of transparency, the time lag in undertaking crop-cutting 

experiments to assess crop damage, the inadequacy of site-specific past data on crop yields to 

serve as a benchmark for computing losses, delays in paying states’ share of premium subsidy 
to the insurance companies and procedural complications. 

That is why the area covered under the PMFBY has not exceeded 30 per cent of the total cropland, 

against the government’s target of extending it to a 50 per cent area. 

What is the way forward? 

First, the parliamentary standing committee on agriculture probed the PMFBY and highlighted 

many issues in its report presented last year. Hence, the government should pay attention to 
those specific issues. 

Second, the government has also set up a working group to revisit this scheme. There is a need 

to recast the scheme to ensure adequate compensation for the losses and timely payment to the 

farmers. 

GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – INDUSTRIAL POLICY AND GROWTH 

SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONES (SEZs) in INDIA and related issues   

31. Fading SEZ appeal  

Source: This post is based on the article “Fading SEZ appeal” published in Business Standard 

on 18th Feb 2022. 
News: Recently the government has started working on replacing the Special Economic Zones 

(SEZ) Act, 2005, with a new law. 

Why such change? 

The finance minister has indicated that the updated legislation would enable states to become 

“partners in the development of enterprise and service hubs”. It may also allow SEZ units to sell 

in domestic tariff areas and accept rupee payments. However, it dilutes the concept. 

How SEZs have performed in India? 

One, India was among the first Asian countries to experiment with this concept in the 1960s. 

Many export-processing zones and export-oriented units were created. However, it did not yield 

the expected boost in exports. 
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Two, China’s economic success built on its free trade zones motivated the United Progressive 

Alliance government to follow same path. SEZ developers and firms were given various tax 
exemptions such as Exim duties, excise, and a 15-year tax holiday on profits. 

But these substantial benefits did not transform SEZs into engines of economic growth. The 

commerce ministry data shows that exports from SEZs have rarely crossed 20 per cent in the 
past five years. 

What is the reason for under-performance of SEZ? 

First, unlike China, the SEZ policy’s reliance on the private sector created several problems. Tax 

breaks for township development made SEZs a huge real estate play. 

Second, huge SEZs were created in China under state support, which allowed for massive 

economies of scale. But the Indian law allowed for seven types of zones, such as for multi-product 

or a single sector. 

Also, the most SEZs were small between 100 and 200 hectares and many as little as 10 hectares. 

These SEZs did not contribute to price competitiveness. 

Third, 70 per cent of the SEZs were in the IT and ITeS sectors, which were already having enough 
competition and did not require extra benefits. Also, the share of job-creation in manufacturing 

has been consistently low due to poor transport and other linkages. 

Fourth, there were serious flaws in land acquisition practices. Proposals for big single-product 
zones over 1,000 hectares were opposed by people. For example, farmers are mostly unwilling to 

sacrifice settled livelihoods for uncertain and sub-par compensation. 

Also, protests affected both private-sector’s attempts to acquire land and state governments’ 

efforts to acquire it on their behalf. 

Fifth, policy instability and gradual withdrawal of tax breaks reduced the attractiveness of SEZs. 

For instance, 101 applied for denotification between 2008 and 2020. 

What is the way forward? 

There is need to learn lessons from past failures. Creating investment hubs can work only if the 

whole country is geared to that end. 

SEMICONDUCTOR MANUFACTURING IN INDIA AND RELATED ISSUES  

32. India’s semiconductor dream  

Source: This post is based on the article “India’s semiconductor dream” published in The 

Hindu. 

News: Recently, the government has decided to extend the PLI (Production-Linked Incentive) 
scheme to encourage semiconductor manufacturing in India. 

Why countries are focusing more on manufacturing of semiconductors? 

One, the overdependence of the world on East Asia for fab manufacturing, rising price of silicon, 
China-U.S. trade war and the pandemic has exposed the fragility of the global supply chain of 

semiconductor manufacturing. 
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Hence, countries are introducing attractive packages to attract more chip manufacturing. For 

instance, the U.S. has announced a $50 billion package to create foundries. 

Two, the current geopolitical dynamics has changed and semiconductors are at the core of fourth 

industrial revolution technologies. 

What steps has been taken in India? 

India has approved a $10 billion package to incentivize the manufacturing of semiconductors. 

The government has drawn out a list of incentives to get leading international manufacturers to 

set up their manufacturing unit in India. 

Also, the India Electronics and Semiconductor Association is exploring the opportunity to start 
supplying processed raw materials like minerals and gases to the fab and ATMP (Assembly. 

Testing, Marking, and Packaging) industry. 

This will boost the Indian gas, materials and mines industry and also expand opportunities for 
semiconductor equipment, spares, and service industry. 

What is the scope of Fab manufacturing in India? 

First, India has the largest number of chip designers outside of the U.S. For example, Karnataka 
has over 85 fabless chip design houses of various global companies. 

Second, the strong expertise of India semiconductor design professionals in EDA (Electronic 

Design Automation) tools provides solid ground to move towards manufacturing. 

Third, the total demand for semiconductors stands at $24 billion and it is expected to grow to 

$80-90 billion by 2030. But this demand is for different categories of semiconductors. Hence, 

there will be need to enter into an agreement with the consumers like automotive manufacturers 

to ensure that whatever is produced is consumed. 

What is the way forward? 

First, encourage Indian manufacturers and start-ups to enter and master complex R&D and 

manufacturing verticals to ensure that Intellectual Property is owned by Indian companies. 

Second, since the semiconductor industry is changing fast, there is need to encourage Indian 

engineeers to set up their design start-ups with government grants and tax incentives. 

Three, premier research institutions should also be asked to work aggressively on R&D in chip 
designing and manufacturing. Also, government must focus on emerging technologies like LiDAR 

and Phased Array where the entry barrier is low to become atmanirbhar. 

Four, the availability of semiconductor grade Ultra Pure Water to the extent of 10 MLD per fab 
is a key requirement. Also, a conducive environment needs to be created for women to work night 

shifts along with zero labour disputes. 

Five, site for Fab clustering should be chosen on the ability of the location to act as a force 

multiplier for the development of an ecosystem. There is need to ensure high-quality 
infrastructure along with uninterrupted power availability connected to two different grids to 

ensure redundancy. 

Read more here: https://blog.forumias.com/semiconductor-manufacturing-in-india-
explained-pointwise/ 

https://blog.forumias.com/semiconductor-manufacturing-in-india-explained-pointwise/
https://blog.forumias.com/semiconductor-manufacturing-in-india-explained-pointwise/
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General Studies - 3 

GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – ISSUES RELATED TO GROWTH AND DEV 

GS3 – AGRICULTURE - Major Crops - Cropping Patterns in various parts of the country 

 

BOOSTING FARMERS' INCOME 

1. A Blueprint to Revive Farming  

Source: This post is based on the article “A Blueprint to Revive Farming” published in Indian 

Express. 
News: The recently released Budget 2022-23 has increased the agricultural credit target to Rs 

18 lakh crore for 2022-23 from Rs 16.5 lakh crore for the current fiscal, with an allocated subsidy 

of Rs 20,870 crore. 

What is the need to increase Agri-credit? 

First, both the budget speech and the Economic Survey 2021-22 recommended crop 

diversification and inclusion of horticulture, organic farming, dairying and fishing to increase 

farmers income. But to enable this shift and to improve income through allied sectors, farmers 
must have access to institutional credit at reasonable rates of interest. 

Second, credit is critical for achieving higher farm output. Institutional credit will help delink 

farmers from non-institutional sources where they borrow at high rates of interest. 

Why the huge credit and subsidy will not necessarily help farmers? 

One, the volume of credit has grown but its quality and impact on agriculture has 

deteriorated. Over the years, the growth rate in the agriculture sector has been falling. 

It was 6.8 per cent in 2016-17, whereas it is 3.9 per cent in 2021-22. Agricultural credit has 

become less efficient in delivering growth. 

Two, majority of subsidized agri-credit is grabbed by a handful of big farmers and agri-
business companies. 

According to RBI, the agricultural households with the small landholding get only about 15 per 

cent of the subsidized loan, but the big farmers get 79 per cent of subsidized loans. 

As per the Situation Assessment Survey of Agricultural Households by NSSO, the share of 
institutional loans increases with an increase in land possessed. 

Three, a loose definition of agri-credit has led to the leakage of loans at subsidised rates to large 

agri-firms. For example, in 2017, 53 per cent of the agriculture credit that NABARD provided to 
Maharashtra was allocated to Mumbai metro city and suburbs, where there are no agriculturists, 

only agri-business. 

Also, the subsidised credit is being refinanced to small farmers and in the open market at interest 
rates up to 24 per cent. 

What is the way forward? 
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First, the Working Group on Agriculture Production constituted in 2010 had recommended that 

credit should be made available at no more than 4 per cent per annum rate of interest. 

Second, Institutional development across states should be priority area for equitable and 

uniform flow of subsidized credit across states. 

Three, state governments should work in close coordination with the banking system for the 
promotion of more Joint Liability Groups (JLGs) as per NABARD guidelines to ensure that formal 

credit reaches financially-excluded farmers. 

Four, state governments should regularly monitor credit flow. Also, a comprehensive list of all 

farm-related activities should be prepared by the banks in consultation with NABARD, 
agriculture experts, farmers and administration. 

For example, in Haryana the law was amended to provide the recovery of the cooperative loans 

by leasing out the mortgaged land in place of selling, in the event of default. The Haryana model 
on agri-credit can be a blueprint for other states. 

Fifth, the eligibility criteria for providing agriculture loans should be further simplified, 

liberalized and the repayment schedule should be according to the farmers’ capacity. 

GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY - GST AND RELATED ISSUES 

 

GST AND RELATED ISSUES 

2. GST has been a win-win taxation regime for the Centre and states  

Source: This post is based on the article “GST has been a win-win taxation regime for the 
Centre and states” published in Livemint. 

News: Recently, India’s chief economic advisor claimed that GST had led to a faster increase in 

revenues for states such as Tamil Nadu than the sales tax, which was collected earlier. 

How GST is a win-win taxation regime? 

First, definitions play a key role in comparisons. The definitional issue is important because the 

state’s own tax revenues (SOTR) include excise duty on alcohol and value-added tax on petrol 
and diesel. These are critical for revenues, but have nothing to do with the GST. 

For instance, the growth rate of SOTR was 6.7% in 2015 and 2.31% in 2016. And, the growth 

rates were 9.07% in 2018 and 12.59% in 2019. Therefore, even if these two are compared, the 

growth rate is higher in years after the introduction of GST. 

Second, it does not make economic sense to arbitrarily pick random years and present their 

compounded annual growth rate (CAGR) to present an argument without considering the 

prevalent macroeconomic situation. 

Third, taxes are levied on the value of goods and services, which makes prices significant. High 

inflation years typically lead to higher revenue mobilization. 

Since 2013, India’s inflation has moderated from double-digit rates to 4-5%. This moderation in 
inflation has also meant that tax revenues would grow slower than in the past. 

Low inflation, high real growth and modest tax growth is good for macroeconomic stability. 

Considering this structural change in the economy, the revenue growth of GST is better. 
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Fourth, the data about revenue growth do not include compensation provided to states by the 

central government. The 14% compensation was decided based on the revenue growth rates in 
the preceding years, which had experienced higher inflation. As inflation moderated, revenues 

decreased which resulted in the Union government compensating states. It imposed an 

additional cost on the Centre. 

Most important, during the pandemic, most states introduced lockdown-like restrictions but 

then also they were assured of their revenues because of the Centre’s commitment under GST 

regime. 

What are the existing challenges with GST? 

One, the revenue-neutral rate was 15% but due to various interventions by different state finance 

ministers, the weighted average rate has fallen to 11%. Also, these interventions have added too 

many exemptions. 

Two, there are close to nine effective GST rates, which has added to the complexity of the taxation 

structure. States are also responsible for complex GST rates. Because, the tax is the 

responsibility of the GST Council, not the central government and the Council comprises the 
finance ministers of states also. 

Three, states during lockdown have shown lack of caution while implementing ad hoc 

restrictions on economic activity or towards improving GST compliance. 

What is the way forward? 

First, though there are complexities, but GST represents an improvement over the older taxation 

system. GST has shown improvement in terms of revenues and efficiency. Hence, the new 

taxation regime should not be politicized. 

Second, India’s former chief economic advisor had extensively reviewed GST to document the 

issues and has proposed simplification so as to further build on the gains derived from the 

implementation of GST. 
 

GS3 – ENVIRONMENT – CLIMATE CHANGE 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND AGRICULTURE 

3. For Climate smart agriculture  

Source: This post is based on the article “For Climate smart agriculture” published in The 

Indian express.         

News: India has set a carbon neutrality target for the year 2070 at the CoP26 in Glasgow. Union 

Budget for 2022-23 has also listed climate action and energy transition as one of the four main 
priorities for the country in the coming decades.   

Although agriculture has been a major contributor to climate change problem, yet the budget 

fails to have sufficient provisions to combat it.   

What has been the agriculture sector’s contribution to the climate change issue?  



9 PM Compilation for the Month of February (Third Week), 2022 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

ForumIAS 

 
 
 
 

Agriculture contributes 73% of the country’s methane emissions, and India is the world’s third-

largest emitter of methane.  

Agriculture sector also emits huge amount of carbon-dioxide equivalent, and rice cultivation 

is the third-highest source (17.5 per cent) of GHG emissions in Indian agriculture.  

According to the Sixth Assessment Report IPCC 2021, paddy fields are anthropogenic sources of 

atmospheric nitrous oxide and methane, which are up to 200 times more powerful than carbon 
dioxide in driving temperature increase in 20 years.  

What are the causes for agriculture sector’s increasing contribution to climate change in 

India?  

The environmental damage due to agriculture is mainly the result of the following:  

– Various kinds of subsidies on urea: These subsidies also lead to an excessive production of 

wheat and rice in the country, which leads to record stock in country’s central pool. For 
example: Rice stocks with the Food Corporation of India (FCI) are seven times the buffer norms 

for rice. All this does not just reflect inefficient use of scarce capital, but also leads to release of 

excessive amount of greenhouse gases (GHG). 
 

– Canal irrigation and power for irrigation 

– Minimum support prices (MSP) and procurement policies concentrated on a few states and 
largely on two crops, rice, and wheat.   

What has been Govt’s announcement for sustainable agriculture in the budget?  

The budget mentions chemical-free natural farming in a 5 km wide corridor along the river 

Ganga, support for millets, and increased domestic production of oilseeds and kisan drones.  

Although these are positive steps, but they don’t assure that the environmental damage already 

done by the sector can be undone. 

 

What are the additional steps required?  

GHG Inventories: India does not report nitrous oxide emissions in its national GHG inventories. 

When methods like intermittent flooding are applied to reduce methane emissions it is assumed 
that they will lead to a decrease in overall emissions but on the contrary they increase nitrous 

oxide emissions which goes unaccounted.   

Emissions due to other factors like application of fertilisers, energy operations like harvesting, 
transportation are also not accounted for in the GHG emissions. There is need for including these 

to get a wholistic picture of agriculture sector’s emissions.  

Carbon tax: According to the IMF, the world needs a carbon tax of $75 per tonne by 2030 to 

reduce emissions to a level consistent with a 2oC warming target. India does not have an explicit 
carbon-price yet, but many countries have begun to implement carbon pricing. Introduction of 

an indicative carbon pricing can incentivise green growth.  

Water security: The Economic Survey 2021-22 points out that the country is over-exploiting its 
groundwater, primarily due to paddy cultivation. This calls for revisiting policies to subsidise 
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power and fertilisers, MSP and procurement and reorient them towards minimising GHG 

emissions.   

Awareness: Farmer groups and the private sector can be mobilised to develop carbon markets 

in agriculture by rewarding them for improving farming practices to lower GHG emissions. 

 

GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – ECO SURVEY AND UNION BUDGET 

GS3 – ENVIRONMENT – BIODIVERSITY AND CONSERVATION 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND UNION BUDGET 2022-23 

4. Why Union Budget is not good in environmental terms  

Source: This post is based on the article “Why Union Budget is not good in environmental 

terms” published in Down to earth.         

News: Indian government at Glasgow CoP26 has set targets like achieving Net zero carbon 

emissions by 2070 and Reduction of one billion carbon emissions by 2021 to 2030, etc.  

However, the recent budget does not have provisions that would help it achieve these.  

What are the issues in the present Budget wrt environment conservation?  

Reduced budgetary allocation: Union budget of this year has reduced the budgetary allocation 
for the statutory body Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM), National Clean Air 

Programme, statutory and autonomous bodies under environment ministry.   

Budget allocation for Climate Action Plan is also very low for controlling any kind of natural 
calamity.  

Budget of the National Coastal Mission has also been reduced, which is responsible for the 

protection of coastal areas from natural disasters. This will leave these areas more exposed to 
natural disasters.  

Budget has announced the Gati Shakti project worth Rs one lakh crore for developing 

infrastructure in the country. According to Land Conflict Watch (a data research agency), 

the expansion of infrastructure projects often cause severe damage to the environment.   

Budget has also announced huge sum of allocation for the project connecting the Ken and 

Betwa rivers. Environmentalists are wary that it may damage the natural environment. There 

is also an apprehension that it may increases the incidence of floods. This is due to the fact that 
a river or stream flows naturally in a certain direction and if an attempt is made to change it, 

after some time it returns to its natural course.  

What is the possible impact?  

Reduction in the budget allocation of environmental organisations and regulatory boards will 

also to neglect of environmental protection measures. 

 

https://blog.forumias.com/gati-shakti-master-plan-dpiit-to-monitor-implement-infra-projects/
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GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – INCLUSIVE GROWTH AND ISSUES ARISING OUT OF IT 

 

INEQUALITY AND RELATED ISSUES 

5. The myth of the trickle-down  

Source: This post is based on the article “The myth of the trickle-down” published in Indian 

Express on 15th Feb 2022. 

News: This article says trickle-down is a flawed approach and that’s why Indian policymakers 
must discover India’s own model of development and shed defunct economic theories. 

How budget 2022-23 is aligned towards a trickle-down theory? 

The budget has not announced any populist measure, and taxes on incomes and wealth have 
not increased. Also, economists believe that investments in physical infrastructure will benefit 

the economy in the long run due to trickle-down and in the short run by creating more 

employment. Also, the allocations for health and social security are inadequate. 

Why the “trickle down” approach is not suitable for India’s economy? 

One, the budget presumes that large wealth creators will create wealth that will trickle down to 

the masses. Evidence shows that the approach of increasing the overall size of the pie by reducing 

taxes at the top and then “redistributing” the wealth has not delivered benefits to people. 

 Also, current policies are making it easier for investors to do their business of making more 

profits for themselves in an uncontrolled manner. 

Two, Gandhiji was not against wealth creators. But according to him, wealth creation should 
not be at the cost of workers and welfare. Wealth creators must be trustees of the wealth, not its 

exclusive owners. 

Three, the Indian economy is suffering from a “demand-side” problem. The new generation with 
better education and vocational skills are not able to find decent jobs. 

For instance, the CMIE estimates that in UP, the number of persons of working age who have a 

job has decreased in the last five years from 43 percent to 33 percent. Since there is no earning, 
that’s why investments in businesses will not be able to increase the demand. 

Four, there is a growing reaction against globalization. In May 2007, the Prime Minister had said 

that the time has come for the better-off sections of society to understand the need to make the 

growth process more inclusive. 

 However, business feared that he was going against the “Washington Consensus” of “minimum 

government”, “ease of doing business” and lower corporate and wealth taxes. 

Five, due to Davos Man’s theory, the wealthiest people have influenced economic policies in 
democratic countries from the 1990s to make themselves wealthier. Wealth has accumulated at 

the top with regressive tax policies along with deregulation. Government expenditure on social 

reforms has been reduced. 

Six, when inequalities increase without any control, governments divide to rule, and persecution 

of minorities increases with politics of national identities. 



9 PM Compilation for the Month of February (Third Week), 2022 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

ForumIAS 

 
 
 
 

Seven, Neo-liberal Indian economists say that until the economy grows, there will be no 

resources to invest in human development. But China invested in human development before its 
economic take-off. 

 Also, Davos Man’s theory says global free trade and competition will help the unprepared 

industrial sector to grow. But the UK, USA, Japan, and China grew their industrial sectors under 
protection and then demanded that the rest open their markets. 

 

GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – INDUSTRIAL POLICY AND GROWTH 

 

EASE OF DOING BUSINESS IN INDIA AND RELATED ISSUES 

6. Niti versus Nyaya: When policy provisions deny people justice  

Source: This post is based on the article “Niti versus Nyaya: When policy provisions deny 

people justice” published in Livemint on 15th Feb 2022. 
News: A recently released paper titled Jailed for Doing Business by Gautam Chikermane of 

Observer Research Foundation and Rishi Agrawal of Teamlease Regtech has documented the jail 

provisions faced by Indian entrepreneurs. 

This article discusses the difference between Niti and Nyaya while discussing the over-regulation 
in Indian economy. 

What does the research paper reveal? 

There are around 1,536 laws in seven categories to jail the employers. Around 843 laws are 
consequential and they have 26,134 criminal provisions. Also, one law has 700 ways in which a 

business person can end up in jail. 

How the disagreement between Niti (policy) and Nyaya (justice) grew? 

One, Mahatma Gandhi had pleaded guilty to sedition charges in 1922. He said that the mere 

existence of a procedurally legitimate law is not enough. It must have the moral authority to rule. 

Two, in the late 1940s, US Supreme Court Justice Felix counselled B.N Rau (constitutional 
advisor) that India would be best served without a clause for “due process”. 

Hence, India adopted “procedure established by law” from the Japanese Constitution. This has 

resulted into over-regulation and over-emphasis on Niti. For example, 26,134 criminal provisions 

for employers in India. 

Three, Indian Constitution lack a due process clause. Article 21 of the Indian Constitution states 

that “No person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty except according to procedure 

established by law”. 

Supreme Court interpreted it in A.K. Gopalan in which he challenged his detention under Article 

32. 

He argued that he had a fundamental right under Article 21 not to be deprived of his personal 
liberty except “according to procedure established by law”. 
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However, the Supreme Court rejected Gopalan’s arguments. The court said that only the 

legislature can decide the adequacy of procedures, and courts would not go into reasonableness 
and fairness. Hence, it gave preference to the legislature’s wisdom. 

How this difference is narrowed down? 

One, the Supreme Court overruled the Gopalan case verdict in 1978. It held that the procedure 
established by law should not be unfair, fanciful, or arbitrary. 

Two, after 2017 the test of constitutionality includes, whether Parliament has the legislative 

competence to enact a law on the subject, whether the law violates fundamental rights or any 

other provision of the Constitution and whether the legislation passed by Parliament is arbitrary. 

What is the way forward? 

First, India will soon become third in the world’s gross domestic product (GDP) rankings, but 

due to low productivity, it stands at 138th in per capita GDP. So there is a need to change how 
land, labour, and capital combine to create well-paying jobs, livelihoods, and businesses. 

Second, entrepreneurship is growing in India, but regulatory cholesterol (Niti) ensures that most 

employers remain dwarfs. It shows that cost of Niti is poor economic Nyaya which manifests itself 
in the form of corruption, low wages, and low productivity. Hence, they must be relooked. 

Three, Krishnadevaraya of Vijayanagara was inspired by Telugu political theorist Badenna, who 

believed “Justice is the way to make the people prosper and the people’s prosperity is the way to 
wealth”. Hence, emphasis should be given to Nyaya over Niti. 

 

GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – MOBILIZATION OF RESOURCES 

GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – INDUSTRIAL POLICY AND GROWTH 

 

PRIVATISATION AND RELATED ISSUES 

7. LIC disinvestment: Right and wrong 

Source: This post is based on the article “LIC disinvestment: Right and wrong” published in 

Business Standard on 15th Feb 2022. 

News: The Government of India (GoI) is disinvesting 5 per cent of the shares of the Life Insurance 
Corporation of India (LIC). However, the GoI will retain control of the company. 

Why LIC should be privatized rather than disinvested? 

First, the previous experience shows outcome of disinvestment in public sector banks has not 
been good for the taxpayer or for the economy. On the other hand, in case of proper privatization 

experience has been better. 

Second, LIC has grown substantially over time and has a monopoly. That’s why it is suggested 

that GoI should privatise LIC, and it should give up the control to the private sector at the right 
price. 

Third, it is said that it is not the business of the government to be in business. But it is very 

much the business of the government to provide public goods and services, which the private 
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sector fails to provide. The proceeds of privatization can be utilized to improve public service 

delivery. 

How proceeds of privatization can help in providing public goods? 

First, there are several public goods and services that need to be expanded and improved. 

For example, the police, judiciary, and tax administration. The policing system is small 
considering the population of the country. Also, more spending is needed on the infrastructure 

and the human capital in the judiciary. And, the tax administration, because the tax-gross 

domestic ratio (GDP) ratio is low in India. 

Second, the public authorities have not over time invested adequately in research, planning, 
and the administrative machinery for the purpose of collecting more taxes. A higher tax-GDP 

ratio can pave the way for larger public spending on education and health. The spending on 

these merit goods will enhance equity and productivity. 

Third, better public services enable more people to carry out an economic activity, which leads 

to an increase in GDP. There will be social return also. Hence, the GoI and the public at large 

can benefit more from spending on public services rather than spending on highways. 

For example, disinvestment proceeds of LIC will be used in highways construction, but actually 

highways are not always public goods because a toll can be charged by a private player to cover 

the costs and even make some profit. 

What is the way forward? 

Instead of mere disinvestment, it is important to privatize LIC and use the sale proceeds for 

expanding and improving basic public services that are effectively productive. It will benefit the 

common person much more than those who are well-placed. 
 

GS3 – SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY – DEVELOPMENTS AND THEIR APPLICATIONS IN DAILY 

LIFE 

GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – INDUSTRIAL POLICY AND GROWTH 

 

GEOSPATIAL SECTOR AND RELATED ISSUES 

8. Zooming in on the potential of India’s geospatial sector  

Source- This post is based on the article “Zooming in on the potential of India’s geospatial 

sector” published in The Hindu on 15th Feb 2022.    

News  

It has been one year since the new guidelines for the geospatial sector were introduced and there 
have been many positive developments due to this. The investment in the geospatial sector has 

increased significantly and there is a positive response from the private industry as well.  

What is the status of geospatial sector in India?  
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India has a robust ecosystem in geospatial, with the Survey of India (SoI), the Indian Space 

Research Organisation (ISRO), remote sensing application centres (RSAC)s, and the National 
Informatics Centre (NIC) in particular, and all ministries and departments, in general, using 

geospatial technology.   

What have been various initiatives in the sector both public and private?  

The Geospatial sector finds mention in the Union Budget. There also have been private initiatives 

like MapmyIndia. City mapping programme by Genesys International.  

What are the limitations that remain?  

Despite this progress the full benefits have yet to percolate to the public and there is not 
much contribution to the nation’s GDP.   

Absence of a sizeable geospatial market in India – The demand for geospatial services and 

products is very low as compared to India’s potential and size. This is mainly due to the lack of 
awareness among potential users in government and private.  

There is lack of skilled manpower across the entire pyramid.  

There is unavailability of foundation data especially at high-resolution.  

There is lack of ready-to-use solutions especially catering to the problems of India.  

What is the way forward?  

Need for culture of data sharing, collaboration and cocreation– Entire policy document 
should be published and government and private users should be made aware of things.   

Data sharing should be encouraged and facilitated-This can be done by unlocking data 

available with government departments and having open data sharing protocol. There is also a 

need to establish a geo-portal to make all public-funded data accessible through data as a service 
model, with no or nominal charge.  

Need to generate foundation data across India -While different types of data is produced on a 

project-to-project basis, there is a need to generate foundation data across India. For example-
data layers for cities and data of natural resources.   

Local geospatial cloud– As the new guidelines prevent high-accuracy data being stored in 

overseas clouds, there is a need to develop a geospatial data cloud locally and facilitate a solution 
as service. For example- Different organisations can handle different kinds of data like National 

organisations like SoI and ISRO can handle data related to the nation’s security and scientific 

significance.   

Academic Programme-India lacks a strata of core professionals who understand geospatial end-

to-end. There is a need for a bachelor’s programme in geospatial and also a dedicated geospatial 

university. Such programmes will propel research and development efforts which are crucial for 

the development of technologies and solutions locally. 
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GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – MOBILIZATION OF RESOURCES 

 

BOOSTING CONSUMER DEMAND 

9. Our stimulus should act on consumer confidence  

Source- This post is based on the article “Our stimulus should act on consumer confidence” 

published in Live Mint on 15th Feb 2022.    

News  

There has been a lot of emphasis on Infrastructure development for reviving economic growth, 

however the more potent tool that is consumer demand has not got much attention.  

How is consumer demand tracked and what are its recent statistics?  

Reserve Bank of India’s Survey-based index tracks consumer demand. Its latest round shows an 

increase for January month as compared to the data from November but it is still below its pre-

pandemic level as was in March 2020. Any reading above 100 indicates net optimism but it is 
still below RBI’s expectations.  

Why should focus also be laid on Consumer demand while making macroeconomic 

strategy?  

Since past two years consumer demand and the global health crisis have been moving parallel.  

Government’ huge capital expenditure of ₹5.5 trillion in 2021-22 will take some time to have 

some noticeable impact on index readings because of a typical lag. Though infrastructure 

creation is valuable for long term growth but government must also support consumer 
confidence. As this will help Centre in its strategy of ‘crowding in’ private investment.   

Consumer demand will lead to an increase in private investment due to increased capacity 

utilisation and set off a self-reinforcing cycle of income generation across the country.   

Large outlays on public projects are known to have major multiplier effects on the earnings of 

people at large, but much depends on the pace at which this is done as these projects take very 

long to execute.   

What is the way forward?  

Although Economic Survey this year cited record corporate profits and raising of risk capital 

which are positive signals but it would be advisable that the government should keep a track on 

RBI’s index.   

If consumer demand does not pick up as expected even in the coming year, Government may 

need to give some direct stimulus for strengthening the supply side measures.   
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GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – CRYPTOPCURRENCY AND RELATED ISSUES 

GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – MONEY AND BANKING  

 

10. After the Budget’s ‘crypto signal’, India awaits reforms  

Source: This post is based on the article “After the Budget’s ‘crypto signal’, India awaits 

reforms” published in The Hindu on 17th Feb 2022. 
 

News: With the recent Budget announcement of a flat tax rate of 30% on Crypto assets, the Govt 

has set the ball rolling in the right direction. Although this is being seen as a move towards 
legalisation of Cryptocurrency, the Finance Min has made it clear in the Parliament that taxing 

Crypto assets is not equivalent to Govt legalising them. 

As of now, further systemic changes are needed to carefully accelerate India’s progress in the 

underlying Blockchain technology and to ensure better handling of the demands of Crypto 
consumers. 

What are the potential impacts & concerns of the Govt’s decision to tax Crypto? 

Impact: 

– The flat tax rate is de facto affirmation of the role that cryptocurrency and related technologies 

could play in India’s financial-cum-economic system in the future. 

– It could also mean that down the road, the activities of Crypto startups might be legitimised 
and formally legalised. This would enable them to access the necessary support system, which 

might not have been available previously. 

– High tax rate might hamper the willingness of investors to convert cryptocurrencies into the 
national fiat, but it may also open up more doors for technologically savvy and innovation-

minded investors. 

– The extremely high tax rate and the fact that the losses cannot be offset would motivate 

investors to look for alternative means of storing and undertaking transactions in 
cryptocurrencies. An inadvertent upside of this, then, is the prospective conversion and 

reallocation of crypto-funds from one form to another. For instance: Staking, lending and 

providing liquidity under DeFi (Decentralised Finance) activities. 

This will help in the building up of India’s crypto-financial ecosystem in the long run. 

Must Read: What is DeFi? 

Concerns 

The community of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and lower-end high net-worth 

individuals is going to find it most difficult to access the DeFi ecosystem given the substantial 
barriers posed by the tax rates. 

What are some other issues with India’s Crypto policy? 

When it comes to India’s crypto policy at large, there is a fundamental lack of clarity in aspects 
other than taxation. 

https://blog.forumias.com/what-is-decentralized-finance-defi/
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A Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) will definitely help in pushing for the adoption of digital 

currencies, but, equally, defeats the fundamental purpose of cryptocurrency, which is 
decentralisation. 

What is the way forward? 

Systemic reforms 

– Reduction of tax rates in the future, by weighing in considerations concerning government 

revenue and the need to curb speculative bubbles surfacing in relation to the currency. 

– Introducing more rigorous regulations where appropriate 

Incorporation of insights from seasoned partners from international communities 

– Engaging these individuals for their insights and advice on the best practices associated with 

cryptocurrency policymaking. 

 

11. The cryptosphere needs amplified risk warnings  

Source: This post is based on the article “The cryptosphere needs amplified risk warnings” 

published in Live mint on 16th Feb 22. 
News: RBI officials have done well to caution crypto enthusiasts by talking about tulip mania 

and Ponzi schemes. While the case for a digital-token ban remains weak, risk awareness must 

rise. 

Offer documents of public offerings give an insight into the associated risk factors to potential 
investors. But there is no such equivalent in Cryptocurrency. Hence, in this context, the voices 

of our central bank’s top officials need to be amplified. 

Tulip Mania: It occurred in Holland during the early to mid-1600s when speculation drove the 
value of tulip bulbs to extremes. At the height of the market, the rarest tulip bulbs traded for as 
much as six times the average person’s annual salary. The term is often used to refer to a financial 
bubble. 

Ponzi scheme: This refers to a financial pyramid that uses funds of an expanding base of new 
‘investors’ to assure a smaller group of earlier sign-ups big returns. It is a fraud that usually gets 
exposed once it runs out of gullible folks to lure. Cash inflows fall short of promised payments, and 
the whole thing collapses. 

Is Cryptocurrency a threat to monetary policy? 

If digital coinages widely replace rupees as tokens of exchange, it would blunt our tools of 

monetary policy. This can endanger the management of our economy, but this worry seems 
overblown right now because the cryptosphere is too crowded for any single ‘stablecoin’ to emerge 

as a winner. 

Is a ban on Cryptocurrency imminent? 

With top RBI officials coming out with strong views against Cryptocurrency and with Finance 

Minister stating that taxing Crypto is not equivalent to legalising it, a ban is a possibility. 

Moreover, a ban on Crypto will not hamper the Blockchain led innovation in any manner. 
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What is the way forward? 

Threat to the monetary policy can be taken care of if RBI keeps inflation under control and by 
deploying its own Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC). 

Further, a crypto ban would be hard to enforce, given the secrecy with which password ‘keys’ 

can be held. 

Also, there’s no sense in forgoing a source of tax revenue. 

To make the public aware of risks associated with investing in Crypto assets, public-warnings 

need to get even louder. Suitably alerted to risk factors, people should be left at liberty to buy 

the tokens they want. 

GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – COVID PANDEMIC AND ITS IMPACT 

 

IMPACT ON NUTRITION 

12. Engel’s law and Pandemic’s impact on our food expenditure  

Source– This post is based on the article “Engel’s law and Pandemic’s impact on our food 
expenditure” published in Live Mint on 16th Feb 2022. 

 

News: The recent budget has seen a reduction in the amount allocated for food subsidy, mid-
day meals and for the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act. These steps 

may worsen the situation of the poor who have been struggling to even cope with the disruption 

to their food budget as shown by a recent analysis. 

What is this study? 

An analysis was done on the basis of Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy monthly data. 

Experts studied the data based on Engel’s law and analysed pandemic’s impact on the food 

budget of the households. 

What is Engel’s law? 

The poorer a family, the greater the proportion of its total expenditure that must be devoted to 

the provision of food. 

What were the causes for Nutritional disruptions in the pandemic? 

Nutritional disruptions arose from both the production side (food production, processing and 

distribution) and demand side (economic and physical access to food) during the pandemic. 

Food supply chains were interrupted by restrictions on the movement of food and closure of 

wholesale and retail outlets. The hikes in food prices, along with unemployment and loss of 

incomes led to a decline in overall demand. 

How these disruptions affected food expenditure of households? 

Pandemic-induced lockdowns resulted in a sharp increase in the share of food in total 

expenditure across rural and urban India. 
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The share of food in total expenditure in rural India ranged from 45% to 50%, and, in urban 

India, from 41% to 45% before the Pandemic. 

However, the corresponding shares rose to 61% in rural India and 59% in urban India during 

the first wave and even reached higher levels in the second wave. 

In rural areas the before(pandemic)-versus-after gaps in food-budget was widest for the 
poorest. That the poorest in rural areas were worst affected by the lockdown. 

Although overall Engel curve shifted downward once lockdown restrictions were lifted but there 

was no reversal to pre-pandemic levels. This shows that the income levels have not fully 

recovered and changes in relative food prices induced substitutions within the household 
consumption basket. 

This means that households may have been prompted by the massive price and income shocks 

due to the pandemic to shift from good-quality nutritious food to inferior food. 

GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – ISSUES RELATED TO GROWTH AND DEV 

 

INDIA@75 BY NITI AAYOG 

13. Moving on from India@75 dreams  

Source: This post is based on the article “Moving on from India@75 dreams” published in 
Business Standard on 18th February 2022. 

 

News: NITI Aayog had released her ambitious report titled India@75 in 2017. It was a 200 page 

document which had a total of 1400 stakeholders. 

What were the targets of the document? 

It aimed to take GDP growth to 8% and to raise the taxes to GDP ratio to 22%. It also aimed to 

increase the female labor participation rate to 30% and to improve data collection on 
employment. Furthermore, it aims to double the rate of growth of the manufacturing sector to 

make in India 

What has been the achievement of the targets identified in the report? 

GDP growth rate: dropped from January 2018. For 13 quarters before the pandemic, it reached 

as low as 3.1% in 2019–20. 

Investment rates:  remain static at 30% or below. Center’s tax to GDP ratio fell from 11% in 
2019 to about 10% in 2020. 

Labor force participation has remained similar at 40%. Whereas, LFPR In China and Vietnam 

is as high as 70%. 

Data collection: A consumer expenditure survey was not released. The unemployment rate is 
at 6%. 

Manufacturing and its share in GDP have fallen from 16% to about 13% today. Jobs in 

manufacturing have fallen. For example, in automobile production, the production remained 3.4 
million passenger vehicles in 2014-15 and is the same in 2019-20. The society of Indian 

automobile manufacturers commented that the slow-down is long-term, structural, and deep. 
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Farmers’ income did not double, reserve bank of India’s consumer confidence survey has been 

trending negative for 5 continuous years. 

There is only one positive outcome, that there is a rise in exports after being flat for the last five 

years. 

What did the government do? 

The government constituted a committee under former chief statistician Pronab Sen. Agenda of 

this is to improve the quality of data amid criticism of the government over political interference, 

but there have been no further developments on this front. 

What should be the way forward? 

As India approaches 2022, the report needs deep introspection before new targets are set. 

GS3 – ENVIRONMENT – CLIMATE CHANGE 

 

IMPACT OF THE CLIMATE CHANGE 

14. ‘Habitat destruction brings us zoonoses to mental health issues’  

Source: This post is based on the article “‘Habitat destruction brings us zoonoses to mental 

health issues’” published in Times of India on 19th February 2022. 

 
News: The article talks about the research and the reason behind the increase in infectious and 

other diseases because of human activities. 

What are the problems associated with human actions? 

Climate Change: Up to one billion people are at risk of undernutrition because of climate change 

disruptions of seafood globally. Many countries in the Global South, from sub-Saharan Africa to 

South Asia and the Pacific Islands, are experiencing enormous climate burdens. They do not 
have adequate infrastructure to mitigate the associate challenges. 

Deforestation: It is bringing people in closer proximity to the wildlife. It led to an increased 

possibility of zoonotic diseases and pathogens being transmitted from animals to humans. For 
example, Nipah Virus transmitted from fruit bats. These bats live far from human populations. 

But with the expansion of human settlement, farms, and livestock areas, they come into closer 

proximity to wildlife, and they get exposed to viruses generated from pathogens. 

Another research from Brazil shows that deforestation and habitat fragmentation lead to a 
greater risk of malarial transmission. 

Mental Health Trauma: Researchers are studying to which extent people are suffering from 

mental trauma due to environmental change. Solastalgia is a form of anxiety, worry and 
depression, that arises from the experience of losing connection to the surrounding environment, 

because of its degradation. 

What should be done to solve the problems? 

People should be aware that conservation, habitat restoration, and ecological preservation are 

key to human health. 
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15. For Climate smart agriculture  

Source: This post is based on the article “For Climate smart agriculture” published in The 
Indian express.         

 

News: India has set a carbon neutrality target for the year 2070 at the CoP26 in Glasgow. Union 
Budget for 2022-23 has also listed climate action and energy transition as one of the four main 

priorities for the country in the coming decades.   

Although agriculture has been a major contributor to climate change problem, yet the budget 
fails to have sufficient provisions to combat it.   

What has been the agriculture sector’s contribution to the climate change issue?  

Agriculture contributes 73% of the country’s methane emissions, and India is the world’s third-
largest emitter of methane.  

Agriculture sector also emits huge amount of carbon-dioxide equivalent, and rice cultivation 

is the third-highest source (17.5 per cent) of GHG emissions in Indian agriculture.  

According to the Sixth Assessment Report IPCC 2021, paddy fields are anthropogenic sources of 
atmospheric nitrous oxide and methane, which are up to 200 times more powerful than carbon 

dioxide in driving temperature increase in 20 years.  

What are the causes for agriculture sector’s increasing contribution to climate change in 
India?  

The environmental damage due to agriculture is mainly the result of the following:  

– Various kinds of subsidies on urea: These subsidies also lead to an excessive production of 
wheat and rice in the country, which leads to record stock in country’s central pool. For 

example: Rice stocks with the Food Corporation of India (FCI) are seven times the buffer norms 

for rice. All this does not just reflect inefficient use of scarce capital, but also leads to release of 
excessive amount of greenhouse gases (GHG). 

 

– Canal irrigation and power for irrigation 

– Minimum support prices (MSP) and procurement policies concentrated on a few states and 
largely on two crops, rice, and wheat.   

What has been Govt’s announcement for sustainable agriculture in the budget?  

The budget mentions chemical-free natural farming in a 5 km wide corridor along the river 
Ganga, support for millets, and increased domestic production of oilseeds and kisan drones.  

Although these are positive steps, but they don’t assure that the environmental damage already 

done by the sector can be undone. 
 

What are the additional steps required?  
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GHG Inventories: India does not report nitrous oxide emissions in its national GHG inventories. 

When methods like intermittent flooding are applied to reduce methane emissions it is assumed 
that they will lead to a decrease in overall emissions but on the contrary they increase nitrous 

oxide emissions which goes unaccounted.   

Emissions due to other factors like application of fertilisers, energy operations like harvesting, 
transportation are also not accounted for in the GHG emissions. There is need for including these 

to get a wholistic picture of agriculture sector’s emissions.  

Carbon tax: According to the IMF, the world needs a carbon tax of $75 per tonne by 2030 to 

reduce emissions to a level consistent with a 2oC warming target. India does not have an explicit 
carbon-price yet, but many countries have begun to implement carbon pricing. Introduction of 

an indicative carbon pricing can incentivise green growth.  

Water security: The Economic Survey 2021-22 points out that the country is over-exploiting its 
groundwater, primarily due to paddy cultivation. This calls for revisiting policies to subsidise 

power and fertilisers, MSP and procurement and reorient them towards minimising GHG 

emissions.   

Awareness: Farmer groups and the private sector can be mobilised to develop carbon markets 

in agriculture by rewarding them for improving farming practices to lower GHG emissions. 

 

16. Climate and food price rise: Extreme weather events triggering unprecedented food 

inflation  

Source: This post is based on the article “Climate and food price rise: Extreme weather events 

triggering unprecedented food inflation” published in the Down to Earth. 
 

News: Unfavourable and unreliable weather hurt agriculture resulted into pushing food prices 

our of reach across the world. 

What is the situation of Indian economy? 

India’s wholesale inflation rate in November 2021 was the highest in three decades i.e 14.23%. 

Although, it reduced marginally to 13.56% the next month, but still December 2021 was the 
ninth straight month of double-digit percentage increases in the WPI 

Increase of Wholesale price inflation (WPI) is a cause of concern as it can raise retail inflation 

(RI). Rising prices of food items, particularly of vegetables, caused retail inflation to rise to a 68-

month high of 7.59 per cent in January 2020. 

Read here: High food prices push retail inflation to eight-month high of 3.18% in June 

What are the reasons behind increase in inflation? 

India’s wholesale price inflation peaked in November 2021 due to a surge in primary food 
inflation. Price of seasonal vegetables also emerge in many states. Similar trend is also visible 

in rest part of the world. According to FAO Food Price Index, food prices were at a decade-

high, with an average rise of 28% over the previous year. Adjusting for inflation, the 
average food prices in the first 11 months of 2021 were at the highest in 46 years. 

Read here: What rising foodgrain output means for India  

https://blog.forumias.com/wholesale-price-inflation-quickens-to-2-93-in-february/
https://blog.forumias.com/high-food-prices-push-retail-inflation-to-eight-month-high-of-3-18-in-june/
https://blog.forumias.com/world-food-price-index/
https://blog.forumias.com/what-rising-foodgrain-output-means-for-india/
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Climate conditions: According to RBI, between 1956-2010, there were nine double-digit 

inflation. Of these, seven were caused by drought conditions. Globally also, inflation occured in 
1970s, 2007-08 and 2010-14 because of factors like increase in oil prices, trade policy 

interventions and biofuel consumption. On the basis of year-on-year comparison, vegetable 

prices had gone up by 50.19% since January 2019. They increased by 45.56 % in rural areas 
and markets during this period and by 59.31% in urban areas. 

Read here: Explained: Will food become costlier? 

Impact of food inflation 

The current global food inflation is driven predominantly by wheat, which reported price rise due 
to drought and high temperature in major producing countries. Non-profit Oxfam simulated the 

impact of adverse climatic conditions on food price. Its estimates in 2012 show the average world 

market export price for wheat would rise by 120 % by 2030 compared with 2010; the figures for 
processed rice is 107 % and for maize is 177 %. According to various trade reports in 2021: 

USA:  spring wheat production declined by 40%. 

Russia: Instead of the world’s largest exporter of wheat, it has now imposed a tax on wheat export 
to ensure ample stock for domestic consumption. This is because of the less harvesting. 

Brazil: There is a production dip of up to 10 % in coffee bean producing areas. According to 

International Coffee Organization, the climatic onslaught on the world’s top coffee producer can 
lead to price rise for the next two years. 

Overthrow of government: Increase in food prices contributed to the overthrow of governments 

in Libya and Egypt. 

 

17. In 60 years, climate change took seven years of agri-productivity growth  

Source: This post is based on the article “In 60 years, climate change took seven years of 

agri-productivity growth” and “India has fabulous plant diversity — we venerate life-giving 
plants” published in Times of India. 

 

News: Recently, Ariel Ortiz-Bobea who is an economist discussed his research findings about 
climate change and its impact on agricultural productivity with Times Evoke. 

This article discusses the rich plant diversity in India, its significance and impact of climate 

change on Agri-productivity. 

What is the significance of plants in India? 

One, India has rich plant diversity and has two of the world’s biodiversity hotspots in the Western 

Ghats and the eastern Himalayas. Then there is Eastern Ghats, the central Indian forests, the 

western Himalayas, deserts, wetlands and mangrove forests. Each region has its own kinds of 
plants, and it holds 11% of the world’s flora. 

Two, plants have special place in Indian culture. For example, in Biligiri Rangaswamy Tiger 

Reserve (Karnataka), the Soliga tribe has a ‘dodda sampige mara’, a huge champak tree. It is 
believed that this tree is 2,000 years old. On the request of locals, a highway was adjusted to 

prevent the damage to the tree. Villagers have also built a small temple within the tree. 

https://blog.forumias.com/explained-will-food-become-costlier/
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How climate change is impacting economy and agriculture? 

First, each plant has its own environmental range or the temperature, humidity and soil within 
which it grows. Climate change is making the higher parts warmer. New plant varieties can be 

grown there but many traditional crops can no longer be grown. 

Second, forests are growing drier with more frequent forest fires. It is increasing opportunities 
for invasive plant species like thorny lantana which makes the forest dry and crowd out 

productive plants. This has implication on food chain as well. 

For example, animals have to come out of forest in search of food. In Bannerghata National Park, 

many farmers have started growing non-food crops like eucalyptus as animals seek food crops 
to eat. But such nonfood crops are water-hungry, increase soil pollution and do not supply food 

to animals as well. 

 Third, increased warming lowers the agricultural productivity and to produce the same outputs, 
more inputs are required. The impact is more on countries lying near the equator than temperate 

regions, which also. 

Fourth, agriculture is more sensitive to high temperatures and this increase the slowdown effect. 
That is why there is need of more investment to build resilience. 

Fifth, climate change has serious implication on global food production and their prices. Hence 

it also impacts food security and employment. 

For instance, climate change will reduce food supply and hence food prices will rise. Farmers will 

try to grow more but increasing inputs to grow more means more fertilizers, more soil pollution 

and deforestation. 

What is the way forward? 

First, there is need to protect plant from dangers. For instance, slum inhabitants in Bengaluru 

live in tin shacks but plant saplings in old paint buckets. 

Second, there has to be more investments in research to find a sustainable way to boost 
agriculture by increasing efficiency. 

Third, the problem of climate change requires systemic change. India should take steps to 

increase water use efficiency and rethink the current water pricing, which encourage more use 
of water than needed. 

INDIA AND THE ISSUE OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

18. A Planetary adjustment  

Source: This post is based on the article “A Planetary adjustment” published in The Hindu on 

18th Feb 2022.     

 
News: Over the years it has widely proposed and accepted proposition that humanity is in the 

Anthropocene era and are acting like a geological force that is shaping the planet’s destiny.  

However, this gives the distorted sense that it is the ‘planet’ that needs protection rather than 
the people.  

Why we need to save people and not planet?  
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Climate change leads to earth rearranging itself, it does so in a manner that can be destructive 

and lethal to those least responsible for causing the disequilibrium.  

For example: Recently, Uttarakhand saw an avalanche of rock and ice destroy two hydropower 

projects and cause deaths.   

This is despite the fact that the geology of the Himalayas makes the region inhospitable to large 
mega-engineering projects and the several floods, landslides, and earthquakes over the years 

have underlined this time and again.   

What have been the causes behind these major changes in the climate of the earth?  

Atmospheric changes visible now are a result of the Industrial Age and the use of fossil fuels. 

Although in both these eras it was the poor who have suffered the most. They are the ones 

with the least agency to shield themselves from these hostile changes.  

Why India’s stand on climate justice and its actions are paradoxical to each other?  

India’s position on climate justice is that it cannot be denied the right to rely on fossil fuel to 

enhance the living conditions of most Indians who have limited access to reliable energy.   

India’s commitment to net-zero is also very far into the future at 2070.   

We should be very cautious that our policies do not put the lives of millions people at risk 

in the pursuit of economic development. 

 

GS3 – SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY – DEVELOPMENTS AND THEIR APPPLICATIONS AND 

EFFECTS IN EVERYDAY LIFE 

 

LETHAL AUTONOMOUS WEAPONS (LAWs) 

19. Stop the advance of killer robots  

Source: This post is based on the article “Stop the advance of killer robots” published in Live 

Mint on 18th Feb 2022.     
 

News: Thomas Edison once said that – Someday there can be a machine or force with so much 
potential that can cause destruction at such a scale that can persuade a man to abandon war 
forever.  

Recent advancements in artificial intelligence-powered weapons point out that they can be this 

technology.   

What are Lethal Autonomous Weapons (LAWs)?  

LAWs are AI-powered weapons. There have been reports that China has deployed machine-gun-

wielding autonomous robots near the Indian border, as Himalayan heights were too cold for 

human soldiers to patrol 24×7.  

Houthi rebels used an autonomous armed drone to attack a Saudi Arabian target   
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Why LAWs pose an existential risk to humankind?  

Experts point out that AI-powered quadcopters (commonly used drones) with explosive warheads 
are a possibility. Also, they could be used to attack cities and as weapons of mass destruction.   

They could be algorithmically directed to choose a certain race, gender, or particular face as 

their target and mount selective attacks on them.   

These technologies which are capable of doing this already exist, but had not been put together.   

Although these weapons are considered to be precise still there have been civilian causalities 

that occur with every ‘targeted’ drone or missile strike in Afghanistan or Iraq.  

If non-state actors and terrorist groups get hold of them, it can be catastrophic.  

What have been global regulations on LAWs?  

Artificial intelligence (AI) is the most powerful technology created by humankind and like every 

technology, it has great benefits but also a dark side.  

Therefore, there has been a demand to persuade world powers to impose an international 

legally-binding prohibition on autonomous AI-powered weapons.  

A potentially catastrophic nuclear threat has so far been averted by global regulation. Global 
regulations have so far been successful in regulating dangerous explosives, bio, and chemical 

weapons, etc.  

However, there has been no big positive development as many World power fear that other 
countries would take a lead over them if they dropped development work on LAWs. 

GS3 – INTERNAL SECURITY – THREATS TO INTERNAL SECURITY 

 

NATIONAL MARITIME SECURITY COORDINATOR (NMSC) 

20. On India’s first National Maritime Security Coordinator (NMSC): Coast to Coast  

Source: This post is based on the article “Coast to Coast” published in Times of India on 18th 
Feb 2022.   

 

News: Government has given approval for the appointment of the Country’s first National 
Maritime Security Coordinator (NMSC). The responsibility of the NMSC will be to ensure 

effective coordination among multiple agencies dealing with threats from the high seas.  

When was the idea for the post of NMSC proposed?  

The establishment of a post of NMSC under the National security advisor was proposed after 
the 26/11 Mumbai terror attack.  

Back then the defense ministry had proposed the creation of a maritime security advisory board 

and the appointment of a maritime security adviser.   

What is the significance of NMSC’s appointment?  
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The appointment comes at a critical point in India’s strategic security environment – 

India has a 7,516-km coastline and 2 million sq km of Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), a single-
point coordinator like the NMSC for all aspects of maritime security was much needed.   

It also faces a threat from the China-Pakistan axis, for this India not only needs to guard itself 

against sea-borne non-state actors but also keep an eye on Chinese threats emanating from 
the Indian Ocean Region. China today has the largest navy and a maritime militia force to carry 

out grey-zone tactics against adversaries.   

Global axis of power is shifting from the West to the East so the sea lanes around India are 

going to get busier. Countries have different interpretations of UNCLOS which may create 
situations like last year’s American freedom of navigation operation in India’s EEZ.  

Also, 90% of India’s trade by volume transits through the seas.   

Hence, there is a need for enhanced maritime domain awareness to protect both security and 
economic interests. The NMSC will help lay the blueprint for a truly modern maritime security 

system. 

GS3 – SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY – INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY  

BLOCKCHAIN AND RELATED ISSUES 

21. Beyond the hype of blockchain, a look at its reality  

Source: This post is based on the article “Beyond the hype of blockchain, a look at its reality” 
published in The Indian Express on 19th Feb 22. 

 

News: Blockchain is an elegant concept whose properties and potential require careful research, 
but treating it as a solution for all problems without thinking things through is techno-

determinism. 

Techno-determinism: It states that media technology shapes how individuals in a society think, 
feel, act, and how our society operates as we move from one technological age to another. 

What is a Blockchain, and why there’s a lot of hype around it? 

A blockchain is a sequential append-only public bulletin board of transaction records with two 

main functional properties. 

First, what can get added to the Blockchain is reconciled by multiple participating peers 

following a pre-decided consensus protocol. This process cannot be gamed under the 

assumption that a majority of the unrestricted number of peers are honest. 

Second, the bulletin board is immutable; once a record is added, it is cryptographically ensured 

that it cannot be altered. Each participating peer normally has their own copy of the entire 

bulletin board, with identical content, and they can read and further copy at will. 

Permissioned blockchain network: Businesses who set up a private blockchain will generally 
set up a permissioned blockchain network. It is important to note that public blockchain networks 
can also be permissioned. This places restrictions on who is allowed to participate in the network 
and in what transactions. 

What are some concerns and issues related to Blockchain? 

https://blog.forumias.com/answeredwhat-is-blockchain-technology-discuss-its-advantages-and-potential-applications/
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Following are some examples where Blockchain’s advantages have been hyped up and not been 

adequately researched. 

On privacy: Despite many claims to the contrary, the blockchain structure has nothing to do 

with the highly-nuanced notion of privacy, or even the limited secrecy aspect of it. To ensure 

secrecy, traditional and well-established notions from cryptography — like encryption, key 
management and zero-knowledge proofs, are used. These techniques are not limited to 

blockchain. 

On consensus: Consensus is inapplicable when there is only one authority responsible for the 

integrity of the transactions – For example, the Election Commission of India (ECI) when a vote 
is cast in the privacy of a polling booth or a person is added or removed from a voters’ list. 

Consensus: It’s an automated process to ensure that there exists only one single valid copy of the 
record shared by all the nodes. 

On Immutability of Blockchain: Immutability can simply be achieved by the concerned 

authority periodically publishing the bulletin board in a publicly downloadable forum, and using 

hash chains verifiable by all to make alterations impossible. 

On Cryptocurrencies: Cryptocurrencies do make valid use cases for blockchains, though the 

political decentralisation of the participants involved is questionable. The larger macroeconomic 

implications of cryptocurrencies are not well understood. Apart from the crucial price 
stabilisation issues, their potential to further inequality is also considerable. 

Other issues: There are proposals for using Blockchains for land records, asset registers, etc. 

Most such proposals suffer from issues similar to  the voting. Indeed, a 2018 study found hardly 

any successful use cases. 

The role of blockchain in RBI’s digital currency proposal is similarly doubtful. 

Thus, the hype around the concept of Blockchain and its adoption in diverse fields seems to be 

faith-based, driven by unsubstantiated vendor and consultant claims 

What is the way forward? 

Convincing methods independent of “consensus” need to be developed to ensure the correctness 

and verifiability of transactions while protecting user privacy 


