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Awareness in Defence 
 
Q.1) The “Advanced Technology Vessel (ATV) Project” is related to which of the following? 
a) INS Arihant 
b) Tejas aircraft 
c) Air-craft carrier 
d) Brahmos Missile project 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The plan for the Advanced Technology Vessel (ATV) until the late 1980s was 
to build an SSN - a fast-moving deep-diving nuclear-powered attack submarine, which 
would hunt surface ships.  

 Around the time India leased a Charlie-I class nuclear-powered attack submarine 
from the Soviet Union, which happened in 1988, planning veered towards building a 
submarine carrying ballistic missiles.  

 The hull design was lengthened and the SSN quietly transformed into an SSBN. The 
Project code named Advanced Technology Vessel (ATV) Project took 25 years for 
completion.  

 It spawned a new era in the field of cooperation between DRDO, BARC, Navy, PSUs 
and private industry in which these organizations synergized their efforts to achieve 
a significant technological and strategic milestone.  

 The Arihant class( nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarines)- INS Arihant (S73), 
INS Aridhaman (S74) are built for the Indian Navy by Navy Shipbuilding Centre, 
Visakhapatnam.  

 The miniaturised naval version of the reactor was designed and built by the Bhabha 
Atomic Research Centre (BARC) at the Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic Research 
(IGCAR) in Kalpakkam. 

Source: The Hindu  
 
Q.2) Which of the following statements is/are correct about the Airborne Warning and 
Control System (AWACS)? 
1. It is an airborne radar system designed to detect aircraft at short range and command 

and control, battle space management and communications. 
2. PHALCON AWACS is used by Indian Air Force  was developed by Israel. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: AWACS is distinctive radar domes mounted on the fuselage of the aircraft, 
which provide the Alliance with air surveillance, command and control, battle space 
management and communications. 
PHALCON AWACS is developed by Israel and it is used by Indian Air Force. 
Source: Indian Express 
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Q.3) Consider the following statements regarding the Prithvi-II missile: 
1. It is a surface-to-air tactical missile with a strike range of 350 km. 
2. It is capable of carrying 500 to 1,000 kg of warheads, both conventional as well as 
nuclear. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: Prithvi-II missile is a surface-to-surface tactical missile with a strike range of 
350 km. 

 It is developed by DRDO under Integrated Guided Missile Development Program 
(IGMDP).  

 It is capable of carrying 500 to 1,000 kg of warheads, both conventional as well as 
nuclear.  

 The state-of-the-art missile is powered by liquid propulsion twin engines.  
 It uses an advanced inertial guidance system with maneuvering orbit to hit its 

target.  
 It was inducted into armour of the defence forces in 2003. 

Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.4) The Spike missile is newly acquired from Israel by Indian government is related to 
which of the following? 
a) Inter Continental Ballistic Missile 
b) Torpedo 
c) Nuclear payload capable missile 
d) Anti-tank missile 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: The Indian Army successfully tested two newly acquired Spike long-range 
(LR) anti-tank guided missiles at the Infantry School at Mhow, Madhya Pradesh. 

 The Army has recently procured a small batch of 12 launchers and 250 missiles 
from Israel using its new financial powers to make emergency procurements 
sanctioned by the Defence Ministry. 

 “Spike-LR is a fourth generation missile, which can engage a target with precision at 
ranges up to 4 km.  

 In addition to the fire-and-forget capability, the missile has the ability to fire, 
observe and update, providing substantial flexibility to the firer to pinpoint the 
impact point, as also the ability to switch to a different target mid-flight,” the 
manufacturer, Rafael Advanced Defense Systems, of Israel. 

Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.5) The term “Losharik”, sometimes seen in news is related to which of the following? 
a) Onshore oil field 
b) Nuclear powered submarine 
c) Arctic Research Vessel 
d) Hypersonic Aircraft 
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ANS: B 
Explanation: Losharik is a highly advanced nuclear powered submarine of Russia.  

 Recently a fire accident was reported on the submarine within the Russian 
territorial waters.  

 It is a deep-diving special mission’s ship, operated by the Russian Navy.  
 It is capable of withstanding high pressures at great depths, enabling it to survey 

the ocean floor. 
Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.6) The “Project 15B” often seen in news is related to which of the following? 
a) Stealth frigates 
b) Stealth guided missile destroyers 
c) Anti-tank guided missiles 
d) Drones 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation:  Project 15B is a class of stealth guided missile destroyers.  

 Warships built under Project 15Bravo, with a length of 163 metres and 17.4 metres 
at the beam and a displacement of 7.300 tonnes, are propelled by four gas turbines 
to achieve speeds in excess of 30 knots. 

 Ships under this project can carry and operate two multiple role helicopters. 
 Enhanced stealth features have been achieved through the shaping of hull and use 

of radar transparent deck fittings which make these ships difficult to detect. 
Source: The Hindu  
 
Q.7) Consider the following statements regarding the NIRBHAY Missile: 
1. It is a sub-sonic cruise missile. 
2. It has a range more than 3000km. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: NIRBHAY, the long-range, sub-sonic, cruise missile was successfully tested 
today with a sharper ‘terrain hugging capability’.  

 The NIRBHAY missile has a range of 700 km to 1,000 km.  
 After its launch in typical missile style, it can be controlled in aircraft mode.  
 Travelling at sub-sonic speeds of different Mach (speed of sound), the hit capacity is 

enhanced by control and by homing in on targets at different altitudes. 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.8) The “Project NETRA” is often seen in news is related to which of the following? 
a) Early warning system in space to detect debris 
b) Earth observation satellite constellation system 
c) Early warning system of Tsunamis 
d) Low Altitude Defense System 
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ANS: A 
Explanation: The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) initiated ‘Project NETRA’ – an 
early warning system in space to detect debris and other hazards to Indian satellites. 

 The space agency says our SSA (space situational awareness) will first be for low-
earth orbits or LEO which have remote-sensing spacecraft.  

 Under NETRA, or Network for space object Tracking and Analysis, the ISRO plans to 
put up many observational facilities: connected radars, telescopes; data processing 
units and a control centre.  

 They can, among others, spot, track and catalogue objects as small as 10 cm, up to 
a range of 3,400 km and equal to a space orbit of around 2,000 km. 

Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.9) Which of the following is/are NOT an air – craft carrier? 
1. INS Vikrant 
2. INS Viraat 
3. INS Arihant 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: INS Vikrant - Initially laid down as HMS Hercules for the British Navy, but 
construction was put on hold. India purchased the incomplete carrier in 1957, and 
construction was completed in 1961 and inducted as first aircraft carrier of India.  

 It was decommissioned in 1997, scrapped in 2014. 
 INS Vikrant (2013) - First domestically built aircraft carrier expected to join service 

by 2020. 
 INS Viraat - A Centaur-class aircraft carrier commissioned in 1959 as the British 

Navy's HMS Hermes and later sold to India in 1987 and it was decommissioned in 
2017. 

 INS Vikramaditya - Originally built as Baku for Soviet Navy and it was entered into 
Indian Navy in 2013. 

Source: The Hindu & ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.10) The famous “Transition to Triumph” book is related to which of the following defense 
force of India? 
a) Army 
b) Navy 
c) Air-force 
d) Coastguard 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: Transition to Triumph book is the history of the Indian navy covers the period 
from 1965 to 1975.  

 Indian Naval history (Transition to Triumph) also records that “by themselves the 
ships of the Eastern Fleet were too few and too slow to enforce contraband control 
and help would be needed from Vikrant’s aircraft.  

 But the extraordinary extent to which Vikrant’s aircraft actually succeeded in 
assisting ships in contraband control and apprehending merchant ships, over and 
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above their air strikes against East Pakistan, came to be fully realised only after the 
war.” 

Source: The Hindu 
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Science & Technology 
 
Q.1) Consider the following statements regarding Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX): 
1. It aims at creation of an ecosystem to foster innovation and technology development in 

Defence and Aerospace by engaging Industries, MSMEs and start-ups. 
2. It is funded and managed by the Defence Innovation Organization (DIO). 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX) was launched by the Government 
of India in 2018. It is funded and managed by the Defence Innovation Organization (DIO).  

 It primarily aims at creation of an ecosystem to foster innovation and technology 
development in Defence and Aerospace by engaging Industries including MSMEs, 
start-ups among others.  

 It also provides grants/funding to carry out R&D which has good potential for future 
adoption for Indian defence and aerospace needs. 

Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.2) “Wasp-76b” is recently in news related to which of the following? 
a) Covid Vaccine 
b) Exo-planet 
c) Asteroid 
d) Microbial 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: Recently, Astronomers have observed an exoplanet (planet which orbits a star 
outside the solar system) named Wasp-76b where they suspect it rains iron instead of 
water.  

 Wasp-76b is an exoplanet that is twice the width of our Jupiter. Its name comes 
from the UK-led Wasp telescope system that detected it four years ago.  

 It is 640 light-years from the Earth and is so close to its star that it takes just 43 
hours to complete one revolution.  

 According to researchers, the iron rain happens because the exoplanet always 
presents the same face to the star which is called as tidally locked.  

 Earth’s Moon also does exactly the same thing as we only ever see one side. 
Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.3) Which of the following institution is the nodal agency for all IPR issues and the policy? 
a) Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade 
b) Niti Aayog 
c) Ministry of Finance 
d) Department of science & Technology 
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ANS: A 
Explanation: It aims to promote a holistic and conducive ecosystem to catalyse the full 
potential of intellectual property for India’s economic growth and socio-cultural 
development, while protecting public interest. 

 The rationale for the National IPR Policy lies in the need to create awareness about 
the importance of IPRs as a marketable financial asset and economic tool. 

 Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade is the nodal agency for all 
IPR issues and the policy will be renewed every five years in consultation with all the 
stakeholders. 

 The policy will also suggest incentives such as tax benefits and fee waivers to 
encourage R&D and IP creation to strengthen the Make In India/Start-up/Digital 
India initiatives. 

 To protect 'small inventions' developed especially in the informal / unorganised 
sectors, policy will promote ‘utility patents’ (with lower compliance burden and 
shorter period of protection, when compared to the normal patents) only for 
mechanical innovations. 

Source: PRSIndia 
 
Q.4) “UNNATI Programme” launched by which of the following Institution? 
a) ISRO 
b) CSIR 
c) NITI Aayog 
d) Ministry of Education 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: UNNATI, a capacity building programme on Nanosatellite development, is an 
initiative by ISRO to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the first United Nations 
conference on the exploration and peaceful uses of outer space (UNISPACE-50).  

 The programme provides opportunities to the participating developing countries to 
strengthen in assembling, integrating and testing of Nanosatellite.  

 UNNATI programme is planned to be conducted for 3 years by U.R. Rao Satellite 
Centre of ISRO in 3 batches and will target to benefit officials of 45 countries.  

 The first batch started today in which 30 delegates from 17 countries are 
participating. 

Source: ISRO 
 
Q.5) Consider the following statements regarding Industrial Design (IPR): 
1. “Industrial design” title granted by any official authority protects only the non-functional 

features of an industrial product. 
2. The period of protection granted to Industrial Design is more than 25 years. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: An industrial design renders an object attractive or appealing, thus 
increasing its marketability and adding to its commercial value.  

 The design may be three-dimensional based on the shape or surface of the object, or 
two-dimensional based on the object’s patterns, lines or colours.  
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 Novelty, originality and visual appeal are essential if an industrial design is to be 
patented, although these criteria can differ from one country to another. Its 
aesthetic features should not be imposed by the technical functions of the product.  

 Legally, “industrial design” is the title granted by an official authority, generally the 
Patent Office, to protect the aesthetic or ornamental aspect of an object.  

 This protects solely the non-functional features of an industrial product and does 
not protect any technical features of the object to which it is applied.  

 Industrial design rights are granted to the creator of designs to reward them for their 
effort and investment in manufacturing the product. These rights enable the owner 
to make articles to which the design is applied or in which the design is embodied.  

 The holder of this legal title has the exclusive right to make, import or sell any 
objects to which the design is applied.  

 They can authorise others to exploit the design and bring a legal action against 
anyone using the design without authorisation.  

 In general the period of protection granted is from 10 to 25 years. This is often 
divided into terms and an extension of the term requires renewal of the registration. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.6) Which of the following is/are provisions of the DNA Technology (Use and Application) 
Regulation Bill, 2019? 
1. The Bill provides for the establishment of a National DNA Data Bank and Regional DNA 

Data Banks, for every state, or two or more states. 
2. Consent is required from arrested person for collecting DNA. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: In a landmark decision, the Lok Sabha passed “The DNA Technology (Use and 
Application) Regulation Bill - 2019”.  

 The purpose of this Bill is to expand the application of DNA-based forensic 
technologies to support and strengthen the justice delivery system of the country.  

 The utility of DNA based technologies for solving crimes, and to identify missing 
persons, is well recognized across the world.  

 While preparing a DNA profile, bodily substances of persons may be collected by the 
investigating authorities.  Authorities are required to obtain consent for collection in 
certain situations.   

 For arrested persons, authorities are required to obtain written consent if the 
offence carries a punishment of up to seven years. 

 The key components of this Bill include: establishment of a DNA Regulatory Board; 
accreditation of DNA laboratories undertaking DNA testing, analysing, etc.; 
establishment of the National and Regional DNA Data Banks, as envisaged in the 
Bill, will assist in forensic investigations.  

 This will aid in scientific up-gradation and streamlining of the DNA testing activities 
in the country with appropriate inputs from the DNA Regulatory Board which would 
be set up for the purpose.  

 The Bill will add value in empowering the criminal justice delivery system by 
enabling the application of DNA evidence, which is considered the gold standard in 
crime investigations. 
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Source: PRSIndia 
 
Q.7) Next Generation Sequencing (NSG) facility is recently in news is located in which of the 
following city? 
a) Lucknow 
b) Jaipur 
c) Bangalore 
d) Hyderabad 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare, Science and Technology and 
Earth Sciences, Dr Harsh Vardhan inaugurated the Next Generation Sequencing (NSG) 
facility at the Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology in Hyderabad today.  

 The facility includes technology for high genome sequencing and also diagnostic 
sequencing of clinical samples.  

 The state of art machine, acquired at a cost of Rs. 8 crore can sequence 18,000 
samples in 8 minutes.  

 The NSG would help prenatal genetic screening and counselling, thereby generating 
large scale genomic data critical for diagnosis and therapy.  

Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.8) Which of the following is/are functions of Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee 
(GEAC)? 
1. To appraise activities involving large scale use of hazardous microorganisms and 

recombinants in research and industrial production from the environmental angle. 
2. To appraise proposals relating to release of genetically engineered organisms and 

products into the environment including experimental field trials. 
3. It has no powers to take punitive action under the Environment Protection Act. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 3 only 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) functions in 
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC).  

 As per Rules, 1989, it is responsible for appraisal of activities involving large scale 
use of hazardous microorganisms and recombinants in research and industrial 
production from the environmental angle.  

 The committee is also responsible for appraisal of proposals relating to release of 
genetically engineered (GE) organisms and products into the environment including 
experimental field trials.  

 The committee or any persons authorized by it has powers to take punitive action 
under the Environment Protection Act. 

Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.9) Which of the following disease (s) is/are covered under The National Vector Borne 
Disease Control Programme? 
1. Malaria 
2. Kala-azar 
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3. Chikungunya 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: Directorate of National Vector Borne Disease Control Programme (NVBDCP) is 
the central nodal agency for prevention and control of six vector borne diseases (VBDs) i.e. 
Malaria, Dengue, Lymphatic Filariasis, Kala-azar, Japanese Encephalitis and Chikungunya 
in India.  

 It is part of the Technical Division of the Directorate General of Health Services, 
Government of India, equipped with Technical Experts in the field of Public Health, 
Entomology, Toxicology and parasitological aspects of Vector Borne Diseases.  

 The Directorate is responsible for framing technical guidelines & policies as to guide 
the states for implementation of the above mentioned six diseases Programme 
strategies& is also responsible for budgeting and planning the logistics pertaining to 
GOI supply.  

 Monitoring is done through regular reports and returns of MIS. The Directorate 
carries out evaluation of Programme implementation activities from time to time.  

 The resource gap is also assessed as to provide an equitable support based on the 
magnitude of the problem and the available resources. 

Source: Agrahari 
 
Q.10) “Harpoon Capture” is recently in news, is related to which of the following? 
a) Space debris 
b) Deep-Sea fishing 
c) Fossil finding technique 
d) Horticulture 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: A harpoon designed to capture orbital junk has been successfully tested in 
space for the first time as part of the active debris-removal demonstration mission called 
Remove Debris.  

 The pen-size titanium harpoon developed by Airbus engineers in the U.K. was fired 
into an aluminum target, which extended from the spacecraft attached to a carbon-
fiber boom.  

 During the test, it successfully snagged the target out of orbit and reeled it back to 
the main spacecraft. 

Source: ForumIAS factly 
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Science 
 
Q.1) Bharatiya Nabhikiya Vidyut Nigam Limited (BHAVINI) is located in which of the 
following state? 
a) Tamil Nadu 
b) Kerala 
c) Andhra Pradesh 
d) Karnataka 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: Bharatiya Nabhikiya Vidyut Nigam Limited (BHAVINI) is a Government 
Company under the administrative control of the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) 
incorporated on 22nd October 2003 as Public Limited Company under the Companies Act, 
1956.  
With the objective of constructing and commissioning the first 500 MWe Fast Breeder 
Reactor (FBR) at Kalpakkam in Tamilnadu and to pursue construction, commissioning, 
operation and maintenance of subsequent Fast Breeder Reactors for generation of electricity 
in pursuance of the schemes and programmes of Government of India under the provisions 
of the Atomic Energy Act,1962. 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.2) Which of the following country launched the “PICARD Mission” to monitor the solar 
diameter, the differential rotation, the solar constant, and to study the long-term nature of 
their interrelations? 
a) United States of America 
b) France 
c) Italy 
d) United Kingdom 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: Picard is a CNES solar-terrestrial microsatellite mission of the Myriade series 
with French multi-institutional and international cooperation.  

 The overall objective is to monitor the solar diameter, the differential rotation, the 
solar constant (simultaneous measurement of the absolute total and spectral solar 
irradiance), and to study the long-term nature of their interrelations.  

Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.3) The “C-17 Globemaster” is often seen in news is related to which of the following? 
a) Fighter aircraft 
b) Submarine 
c) Military transport aircraft 
d) Aircraft carrier 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation:  
Explanation: The C-17 Globe-master military transport aircraft was originally built by 
Boeing and McDonnell Douglas together for the US Air Force.  
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 A high-wing, 4-engine, T-tailed military-transport aircraft, the multi-service C-17 
can carry large equipment, supplies and troops directly to small airfields in harsh 
terrain anywhere in the world day or night.  

 The Indian Air Force has a fleet of 11 C-17 Globe-master IIIs.  
Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.4) Consider the following statements regarding Indian Institute of Remote Sensing (IIRS): 
1. It is located at Dehradun. 
2. It is a premier institute with the objective of capacity building in Remote Sensing and 

Geo-informatics. 
Which of statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: Indian Institute of Remote Sensing (IIRS) at Dehradun is a premier institute 
with the objective of capacity building in Remote Sensing and Geo-informatics and their 
applications through education and training programmes at postgraduate level.  

 The Institute also hosts and provides support to the Centre for Space Science and 
Technology Education in Asia and the Pacific (CSSTE-AP), affiliated to the United 
Nations.  

 The training and education programmes of the Institute are designed to meet the 
requirements of various target / user groups, i.e., for professionals at working, 
middle and supervisory levels, fresh graduates, researchers, academia, and decision 
makers. The duration of courses ranges from one week to two years. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.5) Consider the following statements regarding Yuva Vaigyanik Karyakram (YUVIKA): 
1. It was launched by NITI Aayog. 
2. It was launched for XI standard students to imparting basic knowledge on Space 

Technology, Space Science and Space Applications. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: Indian Space Research Organisation has launched a special programme for 
School Children called “Young Scientist Programme” “YUva VIgyani KAryakram” 

(युिवका) from the year 2019.  
The second session of the programme is scheduled to be held during the month of May 
2020.     

 The Program is primarily aimed at imparting basic knowledge on Space Technology, 
Space Science and Space Applications to the younger ones with the intent of 
arousing their interest in the emerging areas of Space activities.  

 The program is thus aimed at creating awareness amongst the youngsters who are 
the future building blocks of our Nation. ISRO has chalked out this programme to 
“Catch them young”.  
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 The programme will be of two weeks duration during summer holidays (May 11-22, 
2020) and the schedule will include invited talks, experience sharing by the eminent 
scientists, facility and lab visits, exclusive sessions for discussions with experts, 
practical and feedback sessions.  

 3 students each from each State/ Union Territory will be selected to participate in 
this programme covering CBSE, ICSE and State syllabus.  

 5 additional seats are reserved for OCI candidates across the country. Those who 
have finished 8th standard and currently studying in 9th standard (in the academic 
year 2019-20) will be eligible for the programme.  

 Students who are studying in India including OCI (Overseas Citizen of India) are 
eligible for the programme. The selection is based on the 8th Standard academic 
performance and extracurricular activities. 

Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.6) Consider the following statements regarding Agni 5 Missile: 
1. It is a two stage nuclear-capable ballistic missile developed by DRDO. 
2. Range of Agni 5 Missile is 10000km. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: India’s defence scientists have successfully launched Agni 5, the nuclear-
capable ballistic missile, with over 5,000 km range.  

 It is a three stage missile, 17 metres tall, and two metres wide and capable of 
carrying upto 1.5 tonne of payload, especially nuclear warheads.  

 It is developed by labs (DRDO) under the Missile Complex in Hyderabad and several 
industries across the country were first flight tested in 2012. 

Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.7) Which of the following is NOT a member of Australia Group? 
a) France 
b) Germany 
c) India 
d) South Africa 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: The 42 states participating in the Australia Group are Argentina, Australia, 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, India, Ireland, Italy, Japan, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Turkey, Ukraine, the United Kingdom, and the United States. The European Union also 
participates.  
Source: https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/australiagroup 
 
Q.8) India is NOT a member of which of the following export control regime? 
a) Nuclear Suppliers Group 
b) Australia Group 
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c) Wassenaar Arrangement 
d) Missile Technology Control Regime 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: NSG consists of 48 members which include the five nuclear weapon states 
US, UK, France, China, and Russia.  

 It is not a formal organization, and its guidelines are not binding. Decisions, 
including on membership, are made by consensus.  

 India is not a member of NSG. 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.9) “GLONASS” or Global Navigation Satellite System developed by which of the following 
country? 
a) USA 
b) China 
c) European Union 
d) Russia 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: GLONASS is an acronym, which stands for Globalnaya Navigazionnaya 
Sputnikovaya Sistema, or Global Navigation Satellite System.  

 GLONASS is Russia’s version of GPS (Global Positioning System).  
 Soviet Union started the development of GLONASS in 1976.  
 GLONASS is the most expensive program of the Russian Federal Space Agency, 

consuming a third of its budget in 2010. 
Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.10) In which of the following city, South Asia's first “proton therapy centre” was 
launched? 
a) Amravati 
b) Chennai 
c) Bangalore 
d) Cochin 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: South Asia's first proton therapy centre was launched in Chennai. Apollo 
Proton Cancer Centre, equipped with the path-breaking pencil beam technology, offers hope 
to cancer patients from India and abroad.  

 It is a type of radiation therapy which uses protons rather than x-rays to treat 
cancer.  

 It is considered as one of the most advanced forms of external beam radiation 
therapy for cancer treatment in the world.  

 It is also known as Proton Beam Therapy and offers high levels of precision as 
compared to other treatment options. 

Source: The Hindu 
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Science 
 
Q.1) Consider the following statements with regarding benefits of Gene Editing: 
1. It can treat many human diseases & genetic disorders. 
2. It can be used to grow healthier food and increasing harvest. 
3. It can be used to bring to life extinct species. 
Which of statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 2 and 3 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 1 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: It is a type of genetic engineering in which DNA is inserted, deleted or 
replaced in the genome of an organism using artificially engineered nucleases, or “molecular 
scissors”.  

 Human genome editing can be used to treat many human diseases & genetic 
disorders like HIV/AIDS, hemophilia etc. 

 It could substantially bolster disease resistance in humans & increase life span. 
 It could form the basis of highly efficient & cost effective next generation antibiotics 

(based on bacteriophage viruses). 
 Gene editing can be used to protect endangered species or bring to life extinct 

species. 
 It can be used to grow healthier food (via fortification) and increasing harvest. 
 It has the potential to slow down the spread of diseases by eliminating its means of 

transmission. E.g.Gene editing can be used to introduce sterile mosquitoes into the 
environment. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.2) “National Gene Fund” is constituted by Government of India is related to which of the 
following Act? 
a) Plant varieties Act, 2001 
b) Biological Diversity Act, 2002 
c) Forest conservation Act, 1980 
d) The Regional Centre for Biotechnology Act, 2016 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The National Gene Fund constituted by Government of India under section 45 
of the Plant varieties Act, 2001. Amongst other things, the fund is also utilized for 
supporting the conservation and sustainable use of genetic resources including in-situ and 
ex-situ collections.  

 As per provisions of section 70 (2)(a) of the PPV&FR Rules, 2003, the Govt. of India 
in consultation with the Authority instituted the Plant Genome Savior Community 
Award (five awards of Rs.10 lakhs each).  

 This is being awarded since 2009-10, to the farming community / farmers, 
particularly of the tribal and rural areas engaged in conservation, improvement and 
preservation of genetic resources of economic plants and their wild relatives in the 
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areas of agro-biodiversity hotspots (22 Agro-biodiversity hotspots distributed over 7 
agro-ecological zones).  

 The Government of India has notified the Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers 
Rights (Recognition and Reward from the Gene Fund) Rules, 2012, whereby a farmer 
who is engaged in the conservation of genetic resources of land races and wild 
relatives of economic plants and their improvement through selection and 
preservation shall be entitled to “Plant Genome Saviour Farmer Reward & Farmer 
Recognition” along with cash prize from National Gene Fund.  

 There are 10 rewards each comprising of citation, memento and cash of Rs. One and 
half lakh each and 20 recognitions each consisting of a cash prize of Rs. One Lakh, 
citation and memento in a year. 

Source: Ministry of Science & Technology 
 
Q.3) “Project Kautilya” is related to which of the following? 
a) Financial Reforms 
b) Water Conservation 
c) Electronic Intelligence 
d) River Conservation 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: According to the Ministry of Defense’s annual report of 2013-14, Kautilya for 
space-borne ELINT System involves the development of Electronic Intelligence payload for 
integration on an indigenous mini satellite.  
The ELINT includes recordings and analysis of intercepted signals and helps create an RF 
signature of a radar which can in turn be used for locating and quickly identify the radar in 
subsequent encounters. 
Source: Ministry of Defense 
 
Q.4) Consider the following statements regarding New India Space Limited (NISL): 
1. It is a wholly owned Government of India undertaking. 
2. It is under the administrative control of Department of Space 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: The Union Government has set up New Space India Limited (NSIL), a wholly 
owned Government of India undertaking/ Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE), under 
the administrative control of Department of Space (DOS) on 06th March 2019 to 
commercially exploit the research and development work of Indian Space Research 
Organization (ISRO) Centre’s and constituent units of DOS. 
Source: Agrahari 
 
Q.5) ICEsat mission is launched by which of the following space agency? 
a) ISRO 
b) JAXA 
c) European Space Agency 
d) NASA 
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ANS: D 
Explanation: The Ice, Cloud and land Elevation Satellite-2, or ICESat-2, will measure the 
height of a changing Earth – one laser pulse at a time, 10,000 laser pulses a second.  

 Launched in 2018, ICESat-2 will carry a laser altimeter that detects individual 
photons, allowing scientists to measure the elevation of ice sheets, sea ice, forests 
and more in unprecedented detail.  

 Our planet's frozen and icy areas, called the cryosphere, are a key focus of NASA's 
Earth science research.  

 ICESat-2 will help scientists investigate why, and how much, our cryosphere is 
changing in a warming climate.  

 The satellite will also measure heights across Earth's temperate and tropical regions, 
and take stock of the vegetation in forests worldwide. 

Source: NASA 
 
Q.6) Consider the following statements regarding National Innovation Fund (NIF): 
1. It is established with assistance of Department of Biotechnology. 
2. Its mission is to help India become a creative and knowledge-based society by expanding 

policy and institutional space for grassroots technological innovators. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: The National Innovation Foundation (NIF) - India was set up in March 2000 
with the assistance of Department of Science and Technology, Government of India.  

 It is India's national initiative to strengthen the grassroots technological innovations 
and outstanding traditional knowledge.  

 Its mission is to help India become a creative and knowledge-based society by 
expanding policy and institutional space for grassroots technological innovators. 

Source: Agrahari 
 
Q.7) Which of the following is the implementing agency of National Initiative for 
Development and Harnessing Innovations (NIDHI)? 
a) NITI Aayog 
b) Department of Science & Technology 
c) CSIR 
d) DPIIT 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: NIDHI (National Initiative for Development and Harnessing Innovations), an 
umbrella program is pioneered by the Department of Science & Technology (DST), 
Government of India, for nurturing ideas and innovations (knowledge-based and 
technology-driven) into successful startups. 

 To take forward student innovations in IEDC / NewGen IEDC programme to 
commercialization stage. 

 To promote student startups. 
 To accelerate the journey of idea to prototype by providing initial funding assistance. 

Source: Agrahari 
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Q.8) “RAISE 2020” is related to which of the following? 
a) CoVID-19 
b) Environmental Conservation 
c) Artificial Intelligence 
d) Organic farming 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: Responsible AI for Social Empowerment 2020 (RAISE 2020) is a global 
meeting of minds to use Artificial Intelligence (AI) for social empowerment, inclusion and 
transformation in key areas like Healthcare, Agriculture, Education and Smart Mobility 
amongst other sectors. 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.9) Which of the following is covers under TRIPS PLUS provisions? 
a) Automobiles 
b) Marine products 
c) Pharmaceuticals 
d) Data Exclusivity 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: TRIPs Plus are higher level of protection norms demanded by the developed 
countries that are not prescribed by the WTO’s TRIPs regime.  

 Although they are named as ‘TRIPS-Plus,’ they are not formally related to TRIPs. 
Rather, the term is used to indicate that these requirements go beyond the 
minimum standards imposed by TRIPs.  

 Many developing countries who are members of FTAs are under pressure to enact 
these tougher conditions in their patent laws.  

 An example for advanced norms under TRIPs Plus is the protection demanded by 
developed countries for data exclusivity. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.10) Fast Breeder Test Reactors (FBTR) is located in which of the following place? 
a) Kaiga 
b) Kundankulam 
c) Kalpakkam 
d) Tarapur 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic Research (IGCAR) has been carrying out a 
comprehensive R&D on sodium cooled fast breeder reactor technology for the past 30 years.  

 A test reactor, called Fast Breeder Test Reactors (FBTR), is in operation from 1985 
onwards which has provided valuable feedback.  

 Based on this experience and also taking into account the international experience, 
design of a 500MWe Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR) has been done.  

 The design has been peer reviewed by international design agencies.  
 Indigenously produced Mixed Uranium & Plutonium Oxide will be used as the fuel 

in the Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor at Kalpakkam. 
Source: Agrahari 
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Science 
 
Q.1) Consider the following statements regarding the “Primordial Black Holes”: 
1. PBHs were formed during the Hot Big Bang phase. 
2. PBH can be massively large as 3000kms or be extremely tiny like nucleus of an atom. 
Which of the following statements given above is/are NOT correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: Primordial Black Holes (PBH) were formed during the Hot Big Bang phase.  

 PBH can be massively large as 3000kms or be extremely tiny like nucleus of an 
atom.  

 It is believed that they are formed as a result of collapsing radiations as opposed to 
the collapse of massive stars, which is the case of any other black holes.  

 A recent study on Primordial black holes has confirmed that this marginal rise in 
potential energy resulted in birth of several PBHs and also emitted very powerful 
gravitational waves.  

 Inter University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA), has studied 
primordial black holes that were born as a result of a tiny bump in the potential 
energy levels of the universe, at a time when it was expanding rapidly. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.2) The “Artemis (human spaceflight programme)” is recently in news is launched by 
which of the following space agency? 
a) European Space agency 
b) Roscosmos 
c) NASA 
d) JAXA 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: The Artemis program is a US (NASA) government-funded crewed spaceflight 
program that has the goal of landing "the first woman and the next man" on the Moon, 
specifically at the lunar South Pole region by 2024.  
Source: The Hindu 
Science – Other Technological Developments  
 
Q.3) The X-ray Polarimeter Satellite (XPoSat) is a planned space observatory to study 
polarization of cosmic X-rays – is going to launch by which of the following agency? 
a) ISRO 
b) NASA 
c) JAXA 
d) Both A and B 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The X-ray Polarimeter Satellite is a planned space observatory to study 
polarisation of cosmic X-rays.  
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 It is planned to be launched in 2021, and to provide a service time of at least five 
years.  

 The telescope is being developed by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 
and the Raman Research Institute. 

Source: Indian Express 
 
Q.4) Which of the following country is NOT a member of Quadrilateral Security Dialogue 
(QSD, also known as the Quad)? 
a) Japan 
b) South Korea 
c) Australia 
d) United States of America 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD), better known as the ‘Quad’, 
started as a strategic dialogue in 2007.  

 The dialogue members included India, the US, Australia and Japan.  
 It was established to check the growth of Chinese power in what was still referred to 

as ‘Asia-Pacific’, and which has since become ‘Indo-Pacific’.  
 The Quad had its real genesis in the response to the 2004-2005 Asian Tsunami 

when India showed prowess in spearheading the relief and rescue effort in South 
East Asia.  

 However, the principal aim of the Quad was strategic, with a quest to manage the 
consequences for the regional balance of power in the Indo-Pacific due to the scale 
and scope of China’s rise. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.5) Which of the following pair (s) is/are NOT correctly matched? 
 Operation  : Associated with 
1. Operation Samudra Setu : Repatriation of Indian citizens 
2. Operation Sanjeevani : Gulf of Oman 
3. Operation Sankalp  : Maldives 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: Indian Navy has launched Operation Samudra Setu - meaning Sea Bridge, as 
a part of national effort to repatriate Indian citizens from overseas. 

 Under Operation Sanjeevani an Indian Air Force (IAF) C-130J transport aircraft 
delivered 6.2 tons of essential medicines and hospital consumables to Maldives. 

 Indian Navy launched Operation Sankalp in the Persian Gulf and the Gulf 
of Oman on Thursday to reassure Indian flagged vessels transiting through the area 
following the recent maritime incidents in the region. 

Source: The Hindu 
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Q.6) Which of the following pair (s) is/are correctly matched? 
 Missile /Defense system  : Origin Country 
1. Spike Missile    : Israel 
2. Tsirkon missile    : Russia 
3. Maareech torpedo defense system  : India 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: Russian administration announced on Russian Navy would be equipped with 
hypersonic nuclear strike weapons and underwater nuclear drones.  

 Tsirkon hypersonic cruise missile is designed to be carried on surface ships; it is 
under final phase of testing. 

Spike Missile: Spike is an Israeli fire-and-forget anti-tank guided missile and anti-personnel 
missile. 

 It was developed and designed by the Israeli company Rafael Advanced Defense 
Systems. 

Maareech torpedo defense system: It is an Advanced Torpedo Defence System (ATDS) that is 
capable of being fired from all frontline ships.  

 It has been designed and developed indigenously by DRDO.  
 It is capable of detecting, locating and neutralizing incoming torpedoes. 

Source: Indian Express & ForumIAS 
 
Q.7) Consider the following statements regarding the “project AHANA”: 
1. It is a flagship national programme, is working for a world where no child is born with 

HIV/Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS). 
2. It is implemented by National AIDS Control Organization (NACO) with the support of 

World Health Organization. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: AHANA, a flagship national programme, is working for a world where no child 
is born with HIV/Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS).  

 It focuses on the elimination of mother-to-child transmission of HIV and is 
implemented by Plan India with support from The Global Fund.  

 AHANA is being implemented in close coordination with the National AIDS Control 
Organisation (NACO) and National Health Mission (NHM) to influence policies and 
strategies in both the design and implementation phases of the National Health 
Mission Programme.  

 AHANA aims to cover 55% of India‟s annual pregnancy load and reach 16.5 million 
annual pregnancies across 357 districts in 14 states each year with HIV testing.  

 AHANA also provides care and support to HIV exposed babies until they are 18 
months old, along with facilitating postpartum care for the lactating mother. 

Source: The Hindu & ForumIAS 
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Q.8) Consider the following statements regarding the “National Biopharma Mission”: 
1. It is an Industry-Academia Collaborative Mission of Department of Biotechnology (DBT). 
2. It is co-funded by the Asian Development Bank and is being implemented at 

Biotechnology Research Assistance Council (BIRAC). 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: National Biopharma Mission is an Industry-Academia Collaborative Mission 
of Department of Biotechnology (DBT).  

 It aims for accelerating discovery research to early development for 
Biopharmaceuticals approved by the Cabinet for a total cost US$ 250 million.  

 It is 50% co-funded by the World Bank is being implemented at Biotechnology 
Research Assistance Council (BIRAC).  

 This program is dedicated to deliver affordable products to the nation with an aim to 
improve the health standards of India’s population.  

 Science – Other Technological Developments  
 
Q.9) Consider the following statements regarding “INS Arihant”: 
1. It is India’s first indigenously built nuclear submarine. 
2. It is a ship submersible ballistic, nuclear (SSBN) submarine. 
3. French designers assisted in building the Arihant. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 3 only 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: INS Arihant is India’s first nuclear-powered submarine.  

 The ship submersible ballistic, nuclear (SSBN) submarine was launched at the 
Indian Navy’s dockyard in Visakhapatnam, which is the headquarters of India’s 
Eastern Naval Command.  

 Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, who has inaugurated the vessel into the 
Indian Navy, asserted that the indigenously built submarine would be used for self 
defence.  

 The name Arihant derives from two words – Ari meaning enemy and Hanth meaning 
destroy.  

 Arihant, India’s first indigenously built nuclear submarine, cost $2.9bn.  
 It was jointly developed by the Indian Navy, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC) 

and Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) at the naval dockyard 
in Visakhapatnam.  

 Russian designers assisted in building the vessel. 
Source: The Hindu 
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Q.10) Consider the following statements regarding “Lithium”: 
1. It has the lowest density of all metals. 
2. It is used in rechargeable batteries for mobile phones, laptops, digital cameras and 

electric vehicles. 
3. Lithium is abundantly available in India. 
Which of the statements given above is/are NOT correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: Lithium is an alkali metal. It has the lowest density of all metals.  

 The most important use of lithium is in rechargeable batteries for mobile phones, 
laptops, digital cameras and electric vehicles.  

 But as well as the lithium-ion batteries for which it has grown in popularity, the 
highly reactive and flammable alkali mineral – sometimes referred to as “white gold” 
– is also used in ceramics and glass, lubricating greases, polymer production, and 
air treatment.  

 According to the latest figures from the US Geological Survey (USGS), global lithium 
production in 2018 reached around 85,000 tonnes – up from 69,000 in the previous 
year.  

 Continued exploration efforts have seen global lithium resource estimates reach 62 
million tonnes – a significant proportion of which are located in South America’s 
“lithium triangle” – an area encompassing Chile, Argentina and Bolivia.  

 India currently imports all its lithium needs.  
 It imported lithium batteries worth $1.2 billion in fiscal 2019, up from $384 million 

in FY17.  
 Recently researchers at the Atomic Minerals Directorate, a unit of India’s Atomic 

Energy Commission, have estimated lithium reserves of 14,100 tonnes in a patch of 
land surveyed in Mandya, 100 km from Bengaluru. 

Source: The Hindu 
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Society 
 
Q.1) Which of the following is/are NOT correctly matched? 
 Organization     :  Founder/President 
1. South India Liberal Federation   :  C N Annadurai 
2. Bahishkrit Hitkarni Sabha    :  Jyotirao Phule 
3. Sree Narayana Dharma Paripalana Yogam :            Narayana Guru 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 only 
d) 3 only 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: The Justice Party, earlier South Indian Liberal Federation, was a political 
party in the Madras Presidency of British India. It was established in 1916 by Natesa 
Mudaliar and co-founded by T. M. Nair and P. Theagaraya Chetty as a result of a series of 
non-Brahmin conferences and meetings in the presidency.  

 Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha is a central institution formed by Dr. Babasaheb 
Ambedkar for removing difficulties of the untouchables and placing their grievances 
before government. 

 S.N.D.P. means Sri Narayana Guru Dharma Paripalana Yogam or sangam. 
Narayana Guru through his socio religious teachings and writings has become so 
famous in the socio-religions and political scenario of Kerala during 19th century 
that all the young people turned towards the reformative movements of Sri Narayana 
Guru and voluntarially they have redesignated their former youth association (it's 
called Vivatu sangha) as S.N.D.P. It was registered as a joint stock company in 
January 1903 with Sri Narayana Guru as life time president. 

Source: NCERT 
 
Q.2) The Prerana MyTree, an eco-initiative by students is started in which of the following 
state? 
a) Kerala 
b) Karnataka 
c) Andhra Pradesh 
d) Tamil Nadu 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: In the wake of 16-year-old Greta Thunberg’s call for standing up for climate 
action, students all over the world are heeding her clarion call.  

 On Children’s Day, students in Bengaluru and Karnataka are doing their bit for the 
environment by planting trees. 

 Prerana MyTree, an eco-initiative by students from 48,000 government schools 
across Karnataka will plant about 2.5 lakh trees across the state.  

 Prerana MyTree is supported by the state government, the NGO Sikshana 
Foundation, Dell and Bengaluru-based startup, Eyeris Media. 

Source: The Hindu 
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Q.3) The term Principle of Non-Refoulement often seen in news is related to which of the 
following? 
a) Economic offender 
b) Refugees 
c) Right to property 
d) Polluter pay principle 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: Non-refoulement is a fundamental principle of international law.  

 It prohibits states from forcibly returning refugees to conditions that caused them to 
flee their homes in the first place, where they would be likely in danger of 
persecution based on race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social 
group or political opinion. 

 It is also in charge of the exchequer control and internal audits. 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.4) Which of the following pair (s) is/are correctly matched? 
 Organization   :  Founder 
1. Dharma Sabha   :  Raja Radhakant Deb 
2. Tattvabodhini Sabha  :  Rabindranath Tagore 
3. Brahmo Samaj of India  :  Rammohan Roy 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: Dharma Sabha: The orthodox Hindu led by Raja Radhakant Deb organised 
the ‘Dharma Sabha’ with the object of countering the propaganda of BrahmoSamaj. 

 Tatvabodhini Sabha: Debendranath Tagore, father of Rabindranath Tagore founded 
the Tatvabodhini Sabha in 1839 to propagate Rammohun Roy’s ideas. The 
Tatvabodhini Sabha and its organ the Tatvabodhini Patrika promoted a systematic 
study of India’s past in Bengali language and helped spread rational outlook. 

 Brahmo Samaj of India: Keshubsen and his followers broke away from Brahmo 
samaj in 1866 and established what was called the ‘Brahmo Samaj of India’. 

Source: e-gyankosh 
 
Q.5) The “Global Social Mobility Index” is released by which of the following International 
Institution? 
a) UNESCO 
b) United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
c) World Economic Forum (WEF) 
d) UNICEF 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: India has been ranked very low at 76th place out of 82 countries on a new 
Social Mobility Index compiled by the World Economic Forum, while Denmark has topped 
the charts. 
The report, released ahead of the 50th Annual Meeting of the WEF, also lists India among 
the five countries that stand to gain the most from a better social mobility score that seeks 
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to measure parameters necessary for creating societies where every person has the same 
opportunity to fulfill his potential in life irrespective of socioeconomic background. 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.6) Consider the following statements regarding the World Population Prospects 
2019 report: 
1. It is published and released by World Economic Forum. 
2. According to the report, India is projected to overtake China as the world’s most 

populous country by 2027. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: The key message from the UN’s World Population Prospects 2019 report is 
that national leaders must redouble their efforts to raise education, health and living 
standards for people everywhere.  

 India is projected to become the most populous country by 2027 surpassing China, 
and host 1.64 billion people by 2050;  

 The world as a whole could be home to 8.5 billion people in just over a decade from 
now, and the number could go up to 9.7 billion by mid-century.  

 The largest increases in population between 2019 and 2050 will take place in: India, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, the United 
Republic of Tanzania, Indonesia, Egypt and the United States of America (In 
descending order of the expected increase). 

 The UN report shows migration to countries with a falling ratio of working-age 
people to those above 65 will be steady, as those economies open up to workers to 
sustain economic production.  

 Japan has the lowest such ratio, followed by Europe and the Caribbean; in over 
three decades, North America, Eastern and Southeastern Asia will join this group.  

 India meanwhile will have a vast number of young people and insufficient natural 
resources left for exploitation. Preparing for the changes and opportunities migration 
offers will depend on a skills revolution. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.7) According to the International Labour Organization (ILO) report, working on a warmer 
planet: The impact of heat stress on labour productivity and decent work, which of the 
following sector is the most affected? 
a) Agriculture sector 
b) Manufacturing sector 
c) Construction business 
d) Service sector 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: According to the International Labour Organization (ILO) report, Working on a 
warmer planet: The impact of heat stress on labour productivity and decent work, Globally 
two sectors projected to be hit worst are agriculture and construction, with agriculture 
worse affected.  
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 The ILO says 940 million people around the world work in the agricultural sector, 
which is projected to account for 60% of working hours lost due to heat stress by 
2030.  

 In construction, an estimated 19% of global working hours are likely to be lost. 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.8) Which of the following indicators used by Global Hunger Index for ranking countries? 
1. Undernourishment 
2. Child wasting 
3. Child stunting 
4. Child mortality 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: The 14thGlobal Hunger Index (GHI) 2019 was released recently and it had 
ranked India a lowly 102 among the 117 countries it had mapped.  

 The GHI has been brought out almost every year by Welthungerhilfe (lately in 
partnerships with Concern Worldwide) since 2000.  

 A low score gets a country a higher ranking which implies a better performance.  
 The reason for mapping hunger is to ensure that the world achieves ―Zero Hunger 

by 2030 - one of the Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations.  
Four indicators of GHI –  

 Undernourishment (which reflects inadequate food availability)  
 Child Wasting (which reflects acute under nutrition)  
 Child Stunting (which reflects chronic under nutrition)  
 Child Mortality (which reflects both inadequate nutrition and unhealthy 

environment) 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.9) The “Nagpur Resolution” is often seen in news is related to which of the following? 
a) Green corridors 
b) Public participation 
c) Organic farming 
d) Electoral reforms 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: Nagpur Resolution is a holistic approach for empowering citizens adopted 
during regional conference organized by DARPG in Nagpur.  

 The conference was organized by the Department of Administrative Reforms and 
Public Grievances (DARPG), in collaboration with the Government of Maharashtra.  

 The resolution aims to empower the citizens by policy interventions for better service 
delivery through timely updating of citizens charters, implementation of enactments 
and benchmarking standards for continuous improvement.  

 It also aims to ensure timely publication of Good Governance Index to identify the 
quality of governance in 10 sectors especially those pertaining to welfare and 
infrastructure at the Union, State and District levels. 

Source: ForumIAS factly 
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Q.10) The “Spandana initiative” is often seen in news is related to which of the following 
state? 
a) Tamil Nadu 
b) Kerala 
c) West Bengal 
d) Andhra Pradesh 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: It is an initiative of Andhra Pradesh Government to make police stations more 
approachable for the public, especially women.  

 Spandana (means response) centers have been established within the premises of all 
District Collector offices and police stations.  

 These centers mostly have a female receptionist and other staff members who are 
trained, briefed and sensitized in handling women victims and complainants.  

 Spandana centres spread across the district, and each have video conferencing 
facility, it is easier and cheaper for people to lodge complaints.  

Source: The Hindu 
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Revision 
 
Q.1) With respect to World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap Report 2020, India has 
improved its ranking in which of the following indicators? 
a) Political Empowerment 
b) Health and survival 
c) Educational attainment 
d) Economic participation 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: Global Gender Gap Report, 2020 by World Economic Forum benchmarks 153 
countries on their progress towards gender parity across four thematic dimensions:  

 Economic Participation and Opportunity  
 Educational Attainment  
 Health and Survival, and  
 Political Empowerment. 

India slipped four places to 112th rank and has closed two-thirds of its overall gender gap 
(score of 66.8%).  
While India has improved in political empowerment, it has fallen in other three indicators.  
India is the only country among the 153 countries studied where the economic gender gap 
is larger than the political one. 
 
Q.2) Consider the following statements regarding the Commission on the Status of Women 
(CSW): 
1. It is the principal global intergovernmental body exclusively dedicated to the promotion of 

gender equality and the empowerment of women. 
2. It is a functional commission of ECOSOC. 
3. It monitors and reviews the progress and problems in the implementation of the Beijing 

Declaration and Platform for Action. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: Commission on the Status of Women (CSW). 

 The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) is the principal global 
intergovernmental body exclusively dedicated to the promotion of gender equality 
and the empowerment of women.  

 A functional commission of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), it was 
established by ECOSOC resolution 11(II) of 21 June 1946.  

 The CSW is instrumental in promoting women’s rights, documenting the reality of 
women’s lives throughout the world, and shaping global standards on gender 
equality and the empowerment of women. 

 In 1996, ECOSOC in resolution 1996/6 expanded the Commission’s mandate and 
decided that it should take a leading role in monitoring and reviewing progress and 
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problems in the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, 
and in mainstreaming a gender perspective in UN activities. 

Source: Laxmikanth 
 
Q.3) Consider the following statements regarding the provisions of the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act: 
1. The Act defines a child as any person below sixteen years of age. 
2. It is a gender neutral law. 
3. It recognizes consensual sexual acts among children or between a child and an adult. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: To deal with child sexual abuse cases, the Government has brought in a 
special law, namely, The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012. 
The Act has come into force with effect from 14th November, 2012 along with the Rules 
framed there under. 
Provisions of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act: 

 The Act defines a child as any person below eighteen years of age and regards the 
best interests and well-being of the child as being of paramount importance at every 
stage, to ensure the healthy physical, emotional, intellectual and social development 
of the child. 

 It defines different forms of sexual abuse, including penetrative and non-penetrative 
assault, as well as sexual harassment and pornography, and deems a sexual assault 
to be “aggravated” under certain circumstances, such as when the abused child is 
mentally ill or when the abuse is committed by a person in a position of trust or 
authority vis-à-vis the child, like a family member, police officer, teacher, or doctor 

 It also seeks to establish Special Courts for speedy trial of such offences. The Act 
stipulates that a case of Child Sexual Abuse must be disposed of within one year 
from the date the offence is reported. 

 It also provides for relief and rehabilitation of the child, as soon as the complaint is 
made. The Special Juvenile Police Unit or the local police are also required to report 
the matter to the Child Welfare Committee within 24 hours of recording the 
complaint, for long term rehabilitation of the child. 

 It is gender neutral law, wherein the law takes cognizance of sexual crimes 
committed against both girls and boys under the age of 18 years. 

 It does not recognize consensual sexual acts among children or between a child and 
an adult. Prosecutes any person (including a child) for engaging in a sexual act with 
a child irrespective of whether the latter consented to it. 

Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.4) The “Hague Convention” is related to which of the following? 
a) Child adoption 
b) Women empowerment 
c) International Justice 
d) None 
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ANS: A 
Explanation: The Hague Convention protects children and their families against the risks 
of illegal, irregular, premature or ill-prepared adoptions abroad. To do this, the Hague 
Convention puts: 

 safeguards in place to make sure that all inter-country adoptions are in the best 
interests of the child and respects their human rights, 

 a system in place of cooperation among countries to guarantee that these 
safeguards are respected, and to prevent the abduction of, sale of, or traffic in 
children. 

For Hague adoptions, the authorities in both countries must agree to go ahead with the 
adoption. For non-Hague adoptions, requirements may vary from one country to another. 
The Hague Convention does not allow private adoptions in the child's home country. 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.5) NATIONAL LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY (NALSA) VS UNION OF INDIA case is 
related to which of the following? 
a) Sexual harassment at work place 
b) Domestic violence 
c) Transgender 
d) Child rights 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: NATIONAL LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY (NALSA) VS UNION OF INDIA case 
was filed by the NALSA to legally recognize persons who fall outside the male/female gender 
binary, including persons who identify as “third gender”.  

 This was a landmark decision where the apex court legally recognised “third 
gender”/transgender persons for the first time and discussed “gender identity” at 
length.  

 The Court recognised that third gender persons were entitled to fundamental rights 
under the Constitution and under International law.  

 Further, it directed state governments to develop mechanisms to realise the rights of 
“third gender”/transgender persons. 

Source: Laxmikanth 
 
Q.6) The term “Bandicoot” is related to which of the following? 
a) Child labour Alert system 
b) Man-hole cleaning robot 
c) Risk alert app for women 
d) None 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: Bandicoot is a robotic system for manhole and sewer line cleaning aimed at 
the complete elimination of manual scavenging from the face of earth.  
The Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation (GHMC) in 2019 procured a 'Bandicoot', 
which would help end the practice of manual scavenging. 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.7) The term “Total Polar Compounds” is often seen in news is related to which of the 
following? 
a) Edible oils 
b) Crude oil 
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c) Ocean deposits 
d) Cosmetics and Shampoos 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: During frying, oil undergoes degradation due to their exposure to elevated 
temperatures which result in changes in the physico-chemical, nutritional and sensory 
properties of the oil.  

 Polar compounds are formed during frying.  
 The toxicity of these compounds is associated with several diseases such as 

hypertension, atherosclerosis, Alzhemeimer’s disease liver diseases etc.  
 Therefore, it is essential to monitor the quality of vegetable oils during frying.  
 In order to safeguard consumer health, FSSAI has fixed a limit for Total Polar 

Compounds at 25% beyond which the vegetable oil shall not be used. Therefore, 
Vegetable Oils should not be repeatedly used for frying. 

 The estimation of Total Polar Compounds (TPC) is a widely accepted parameter to 
decide whether the oil is safe for further use or not.  

 The TPC Value is considered a better indicator since it refers to all degraded 
products from the initial triglycerides present in the oil. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.8) Consider the following statements regarding the “five-day annual International Pulsar 
Timing Array (IPTA) meet”: 
1. It is hosted by Pune based National Centre for Radio Astrophysics (NCRA). 
2. The IPTA is a collaboration of radio astronomers from a dozen countries across the globe.  
3. It uses more than 12 radio telescopes all over the world with an aim to detect ultra-low 

frequency gravitational waves.  
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: The Pune-based National Centre for Radio Astrophysics (NCRA) is all set to 
host the five-day annual International Pulsar Timing Array (IPTA) meet from June 17 to 21.  

 The IPTA is a collaboration of radio astronomers from a dozen countries across the 
globe.  

 It uses more than 12 radio telescopes all over the world with an aim to detect ultra-
low frequency gravitational waves.  

 More than 40 expert international astronomers and 30 international students are 
expected to participate in the event, besides several Indian participants. 

 “The upgrade of the Giant Metrewave Radio Telescope (GMRT) in Pune and the Ooty 
Radio Telescope (ORT) has helped us meet the parameters for being a full member of 
the IPTA. 

 The current status of the quest for ultra-low frequency Gravitational Waves and the 
roadmap for future technical and scientific challenges is to be the main focus of the 
meeting. 

 These waves are wrinkles in space-time produced by two massive black holes, each 
revolving around the other.  

 Such black holes, which weigh billion times more than our Sun, are found in the 
centres of colliding galaxies.  
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 These waves affect radio pulses from 10km size stars called radio pulsars by 
changing ever so slightly the period of radio pulsation of these stars. 

Source: Indian Express 
 
Q.9) Consider the following statements regarding “Cell for IPR Promotion and Management 
(CIPAM)”: 
1. It is a professional body which ensures focused action on issues related to IPRs. 
2. It works under Department of Science & Technology. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: A professional body under the aegis of Department for Promotion of Industry 
and Internal Trade (DPIIT) which ensures focused action on issues related to IPRs and 
addresses the 7 identified objectives of the policy.  

 CIPAM assists in simplifying and streamlining of IP processes, apart from 
undertaking steps for furthering IPR awareness, commercialization and 
enforcement.  

 Simplifying and streamlining of IP processes by formulating and implementing a 
focused strategy for each policy objective 

 Coordination with State level agencies and Ministries/ Departments of the 
Government of India, industry bodies as well as international agencies; IP cells to be 
set up 

 IPR awareness campaign across the country in schools,colleges/universities and the 
industry 

 Training and sensitization porgrammes for enforcement agencies and Judiciary; 
coordination for effective enforcement of IPR rights. 

 Study and facilitate implementation of best practices for promotion and 
commercialization of IP within the country 

Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.10) “Lunar X Prize” is recently in news is sponsored by which of the following social 
media giant? 
a) Face Book 
b) Google 
c) YouTube 
d) Twitter 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: The Google Lunar XPRIZE (GLXP), sometimes referred to as Moon 2.0, was a 
2007–2018 inducement prize space competition organized by the X Prize Foundation, and 
sponsored by Google.  
The challenge called for privately funded teams to be the first to land a robotic spacecraft 
on the Moon, travel 500 meters, and transmit back to Earth high-definition video and 
images. 
Source: The Hindu 
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Society & Welfare 
 
Q.1) The “Ananthsayanam Ayyangar Committee, Justice Venkatchaliah Commission, 
Balkrishna Sidke Renke and Idate Commission” related to which of the following? 
a) De-notified tribes 
b) Education 
c) Primary health 
d) Rural women empowerment 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The committees/commissions related to De-notified/criminal tribes. 

 The Ananthsayanam Ayyangar Committee (gave a comprehensive report on how CTA 
worked throughout India), the CTA was repealed in August 1949 and former 
“criminal tribes” were de-notified in 1952, when the Act was replaced with the 
Habitual Offenders Act, 1952 of Government of India. 

 In 2002, Justice Venkatchaliah Commission recommended for strengthening the 
programmes for economic and educational development of De-Notified Tribes 
(DNTs). 

 National Commission for De-notified Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes was 
constituted in 2005 under the chairmanship of Balkrishna Sidke Renke, to study 
the socio-economic conditions of these groups. 

 Another National Commission for De-notified Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes 
chaired by Bhiku Ramji Idate was constituted in 2015 for a three-year period. It 
submitted its report viz “Voices of the Denotified, Nomadic & SemiNomadic Tribes” 
in 2018. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.2) Consider the following statements regarding the Higher Education Financing Agency 
(HEFA): 
1. It is a not-profit banking agency established in 2017. 
2. It is established to mobilise extra-budgetary resources for building crucial infrastructure 

in the higher educational institutions under Central Government. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: HEFA has been set up on 31st May 2017 by the Central Government as a 
non-profit, Non Banking Financing Company (NBFC). 
HEFA was established to mobilize extra-budgetary resources for building crucial 
infrastructure in the higher educational institutions under Central Government. 
NOTE: The Government has approved the authorised equity capital expansion of Higher 
Education Financing Agency (HEFA)  to Rs. 10,000 crore, with Government equity of Rs. 
6000 crore.  

 An amount corresponding to 10% of the Government equity would be contributed by 
the partner institution, Canara Bank. 
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 All Centrally Funded Educational Institutions in Higher Education, School 
Education and Medical Education sectors are eligible to avail of loans through 
HEFA.  

Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.3) Consider the following statements regarding the objectives of Revitalizing 
Infrastructure and Systems in Education (RISE) by 2022: 
1. Qualitatively upgrade the research and academic infrastructure in India to global best 
standards by 2022. 
2. To create separate Institutes of National Importance for girls. 
3. To cater to the requirements of the Kendriya Vidyalayas and Navodaya Vidyalayas, and 
medical institutions like AIIMSs in a faster time frame. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 3 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: The RISE by 2022 is an attempt to translate the objectives into action plan by 
making available resources from the market. The objectives of RISE by 2022 are: 

 Qualitatively upgrade the research and academic infrastructure in India to global 
best standards by 2022.  

 Make India into an education hub by making available high quality research 
infrastructure in Indian higher educational institutions.  

 To allow access of HEFA funding to institutions like Central Universities, AIIMS, 
IISERs and newly created Institutes of National Importance, without creating any 
additional burden to the students. 

 To bring greater accountability and speed in execution of infrastructure projects and 
avoid all cost/time over-runs, moving from the block-grant mode to project-mode for 
all infrastructure projects.  

 To cater to the requirements of the Kendriya Vidyalayas and Navodaya Vidyalayas, 
and medical institutions like AIIMSs in a faster time frame. 

Source: Indian Express 
 
Q.4) Consider the following statements regarding the report “Healthy States, Progressive 
India”: 
1. It was prepared by NITI Aayog with the help of United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP). 
2. It ranks states and Union territories innovatively on their year-on-year incremental 

change in health outcomes. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: The report has been developed by NITI Aayog, with technical assistance from 
the World Bank, and in consultation with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 
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It ranks states and Union territories innovatively on their year-on-year incremental change 
in health outcomes, as well as, their overall performance with respect to each other. 
Source: NITI Aayog 
 
Q.5) Consider the following statements regarding the World Population Prospects 
2019 report: 
1. It is published and released by United Nations (UN). 
2. According to the report, India is projected to overtake China as the world’s most 

populous country by 2050. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The key message from the UN’s World Population Prospects 2019 report is 
that national leaders must redouble their efforts to raise education, health and living 
standards for people everywhere.  

 India is projected to become the most populous country by 2027 surpassing China, 
and host 1.64 billion people by 2050;  

 The world as a whole could be home to 8.5 billion people in just over a decade from 
now, and the number could go up to 9.7 billion by mid-century.  

 The largest increases in population between 2019 and 2050 will take place in: India, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, the United 
Republic of Tanzania, Indonesia, Egypt and the United States of America (In 
descending order of the expected increase). 

 The UN report shows migration to countries with a falling ratio of working-age 
people to those above 65 will be steady, as those economies open up to workers to 
sustain economic production.  

 Japan has the lowest such ratio, followed by Europe and the Caribbean; in over 
three decades, North America, Eastern and Southeastern Asia will join this group.  

 India meanwhile will have a vast number of young people and insufficient natural 
resources left for exploitation. Preparing for the changes and opportunities migration 
offers will depend on a skills revolution. 

Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.6) Consider the following statements regarding the National Safai Karamcharis Finance & 
Development Corporation (NSKFDC): 
1. It is a government undertaking owned by both Central and state governments. 
2. It is an apex corporation for the all round socio-economic upliftment of the Safai 

Karamcharis, Scavengers and their dependants throughout India. 
3. It is the nodal agency for implementation of the Central Sector Self Employment Scheme 

for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers (SRMS). 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
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ANS: C 
Explanation: National Safai Karamcharis Finance & Development Corporation(NSKFDC),  A 
wholly owned Govt. of India Undertaking under the Ministry of Social Justice & 
Empowerment (M/o SJ&E) was set up on  24th January 1997  as a Company “Not for 
Profit” under Section 25 of the Companies Act, 1956.  

 NSKFDC is in operation since October, 1997, as an Apex Corporation for the all 
round socio-economic upliftment of the Safai Karamcharis, Scavengers and their 
dependants throughout India, through various loan and non-loan based schemes. 

 Apart from operating various loan and non-loan based schemes for the upliftment of 
the target group, NSKFDC is playing a vital role in elimination of manual scavenging 
- the worst surviving symbol of untouchability.   

 NSKFDC has been designated as the Nodal Agency for implementation of the Central 
Sector Self Employment Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers (SRMS) 
under the aegis of the Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment. 

Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.7) Consider the following statements regarding the Dr. Ambedkar scheme for Social 
integration through Inter Caste Marriages: 
1. It is applicable to 1000 couples annually. 
2. Each couple gets 5 lakh rupees. 
3. To avail the scheme, one of the couple should belong to either schedule caste or schedule 

tribes. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) None 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: Under the Dr. Ambedkar scheme for Social integration through Inter Caste 
Marriages scheme, 500 couples can apply annually. Each couple gets Rs 2.5 lakh, of which 
Rs 1.5 lakh is paid up-front. The balance amount is kept as a fixed deposit and released to 
the couple after three years 

 The number of couples who can avail the scheme in a state depends on its 
Scheduled Caste population as per the 2011 census. 

 Among the beneficiary couple, one of the spouses should belong to Scheduled Caste 
and the other to a Non-Scheduled Caste. 

 It shall be the discretion of the Minister of Social Justice & Empowerment & 
Chairman of Dr. Ambedkar Foundation to sanction the incentive to the Couple. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.8) The Sanitation is related to which of the following List of Schedule 7 of Indian 
Constitution? 
a) Union list 
b) State List 
c) Concurrent list 
d) None 
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ANS: B 
Explanation: The State List lists subjects under which the legislature of a state may make 
laws. Public order, police, public health and sanitation; hospitals and dispensaries, betting 
and gambling are some of the subjects that come under the state. 
Source: Laxmikanth 
 
Q.9) The Time to Care report, sometimes in news is related to which of the following? 
a) Wealth Inequality 
b) Climate change 
c) Financial exclusion 
d) Refugees 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: India’s richest 1% hold more than four-times the wealth held by 953 million 
people who make up for the bottom 70% of the country’s population, while the total wealth 
of all Indian billionaires is more than the full-year budget. 

 Releasing the study Time to Care, ahead of the 50th Annual Meeting of the World 
Economic Forum (WEF), rights group Oxfam also said the world’s 2,153 billionaires 
have more wealth than the 4.6 billion people who make up 60 per cent of the 
planet’s population. 

 The report flagged that global inequality is shockingly entrenched and vast and the 
number of billionaires has doubled in the last decade, despite their combined wealth 
having declined in the last year. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.10) The “Bru/Reang community”, sometimes seen in news is related to which of the 
following state? 
a) Manipur 
b) Jharkhand 
c) Chhattisgarh 
d) Mizoram 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: Twenty-three years after ethnic clashes in Mizoram forced 37,000 people of 
the Bru (or Reang) community to flee their homes to neighbouring Tripura, an agreement 
has been signed to allow them to remain permanently in the latter state. 

 The agreement among the Bru leaders and the governments of India, Tripura, and 
Mizoram, signed in New Delhi on January 16, gives the Bru the choice of living in 
either state.  

 In several ways, the agreement has redefined the way in which internal 
displacement is treated in India. 

Source: Indian Express 
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Society & Development 

 
Q.1) The Government of India launched “Shilpgram and Octave” is related to which of the 
following?  
a) Environmental Conservation  
b) Defense Radars  
c) Artificial Intelligence  
d) Cultural Promotion  
 
ANS: D  
Explanation: To preserve & promote various forms of folk art and culture of the tribals 
throughout the country including West Bengal, the Government of India has set up seven 
Zonal Cultural Centres (ZCCs) with headquarters at Patiala, Nagpur, Udaipur, Prayagraj, 
Kolkata, Dimapur and Thanjavur.   
These ZCCs organize various cultural activities and programmes all over the country on 
regular basis. These ZCCs under Ministry of Culture are also implementing a number of 
schemes for promoting the folk/tribal art and culture, details of which are as below:  
Theatre Rejuvenation:   To promote theatre activities including stage shows and Production 
oriented workshops, etc. Honorarium Up to Rs. 30,000/- per show excluding TA & DA is 
paid. The groups finalized on the basis their credentials as well as the merit of project 
submitted by them.    
Research & Documentation:   To preserve promote and propagate vanishing visual and 
performing art forms including folk, tribal and classical in the field of music, dance, theatre, 
literature, fine arts etc. in print/ audio – visual media. The art form is finalized in 
consultation with state Cultural Department.  
Shilpgram:  To promote folk and tribal art and crafts of the zone by organizing seminar, 
workshops, exhibitions, craft fairs, design development and marketing support to the 
artisans living in the rural areas.  
Octave:  To promote and propagate the rich cultural heritage of North East region 
comprising of eight States namely Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram, 
Sikkim, Nagaland, Manipur and Tripura to the rest of India.   
Source: ForumIAS factly  
 
Q.2) Consider the following statements with respect to Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen 
Kaushalaya Yojana (DDU-GKY):  
1. It is launched by Ministry of Skill Development in 2014  
2. Its aim is to transform rural poor youth into an economically independent and globally 

relevant workforce  
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2  
 
ANS: B  
Explanation: The Government has informed that around 4.39 lakh candidates have been 
trained during 2018-19 and 2019-20 under Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalaya 
Yojana (DDU-GKY).   
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It was launched in 2014 by the Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD) as a part of the 
National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM). Scheme aim is to transform rural poor youth 
into an economically independent and globally relevant workforce.  
Source: ForumIAS factly  
 
Q.3) Consider the following statements with respect to Pradhan Mantri Laghu Vyapari 
Maan-dhan Yojana:  
1. It is a compulsory and contributory pension scheme  
2. Ministry of finance is the nodal ministry to implement the scheme  
Which of the statements given above is/are NOT correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2  
 
ANS: C  
Explanation: National Pension Scheme for Traders, Shopkeepers and Self-Employed 
Persons (originally proposed name was, Pradhan Mantri Laghu Vyapari Maan-dhan 
Scheme) has been launched on 12.09.2019. It is a voluntary and contributory pension 
scheme.   
The traders in the age group of 18-40 years with an annual turnover, not exceeding Rs.1.5 
crore and who is not a member of EPFO/ESIC/NPS/PM-SYM or an income tax payer, can 
join the scheme.   
Under the scheme, 50% monthly contribution is payable by the beneficiary and equal 
matching contribution is paid by the Central Government. Subscribers, after attaining the 
age of 60 years, are eligible for a monthly minimum assured pension of Rs.3,000/-.   
As the Scheme has been launched on 12th September, 2019. It envisages a coverage of 
about 50 lakh enrolments under the Scheme for 2019-20.   
In order to achieve this, various measures including celebration of Pension Week/ 
Pension Saptah have been taken.    
All State/UT Governments were requested for popularizing and bringing more awareness 
about the Scheme.    
The progress of the Scheme is being reviewed regularly in the Ministry at senior level with 
State/UT Governments, for taking initiatives under Mission Mode. Ministry of Labour & 
Employment is the nodal ministry to implement the scheme.  
Source: ForumIAS factly  
 
Q.4) Consider the following statements with respect to Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya 
Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP):  
1. PMBJP campaign launched by Ministry of Health to provide quality medicines at 

affordable prices to the masses  
2. Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) is the implementation agency for PMBJP  
Which of the following above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2  
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ANS: B  
Explanation: Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) is a campaign 
launched by the Department of Pharmaceuticals to provide quality medicines at affordable 
prices to the masses.   
PMBJP stores have been set up to provide generic drugs, which are available at lesser 
prices but are equivalent in quality and efficacy as expensive branded drugs.   
It was launched by the Department of Pharmaceuticals in November 2008 under the name 
Jan Aushadi Campaign.   
Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) is the implementation agency for PMBJP  
Source: ForumIAS factly 
  
Q.5) Consider the following statements with respect to National Career service (NCS) 
Scheme:  
1. National Career Service (NCS) is a one-stop solution that provides a wide array of 

employment and career related services to the citizens of India  
2. The scheme is being implemented by the Directorate General of Employment, Ministry of 

Labour & Employment  
Which of the following above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2   
d) Neither 1 nor 2  
 
ANS: C  
Explanation: National Career Service is a Five Year Mission Mode Project launched by the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister on 20th July, 2015. The project is being implemented by the 
Directorate General of Employment, Ministry of Labour & Employment.   
National Career Service (NCS) is a one-stop solution that provides a wide array of 
employment and career related services to the citizens of India.   
It works towards bridging the gap between jobseekers and employers, candidates seeking 
training and career guidance, agencies providing training and career counselling.   
The NCS project reaches out to the people of this country through its three essential 
pillars i.e. a well designed ICT based portal which is NCS portal, Country wide set up of 
Model Career Centers and Inter-linkage with all the states through employment 
exchanges.   
The digital centralized portal provides a wide range of career related services including job 
search, job matching, rich career content, career counselling, information on Job Fairs, 
services of local service providers like drivers, plumbers, etc. for households and various 
other services. This portal facilitates registration of Job Seekers, Employers, Skill Providers, 
Career Counsellors, Local Service Providers (LSP’s), Career Centers, 
Placement Organisations, Households (for availing the services of the LSP’s) and 
Government Departments.  
Source: The Hindu  
 
Q.6) Consider the following statements with respect to the Prime Minister’s National Relief 
Fund (PMNRF):  
1. It was established by Indira Gandhi in 1971  
2. The fund is recognized as a Trust under the Societies Registration Act of 1860  
Which of the following codes below given is/are NOT correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
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c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2  
 
ANS: C  
Explanation: In pursuance of an appeal by the then Prime Minister, Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru 
in January, 1948, the Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund (PMNRF) was established with 
public contributions to assist displaced persons from Pakistan.   
The resources of the PMNRF are now utilized primarily to render immediate relief to families 
of those killed in natural calamities like floods, cyclones and earthquakes, etc. and to the 
victims of the major accidents and riots.   
Assistance from PMNRF is also rendered, to partially defray the expenses for medical 
treatment like heart surgeries, kidney transplantation, cancer treatment and acid attack 
etc.   
The fund consists entirely of public contributions and does not get any budgetary support. 
The corpus of the fund is invested in various forms with scheduled commercial banks and 
other agencies.   
Disbursements are made with the approval of the Prime Minister. PMNRF has not been 
constituted by the Parliament.   
The fund is recognized as a Trust under the Income Tax Act and the same is managed by 
Prime Minister or multiple delegates for national causes.  
Source: ForumIAS factly  
 
Q.7) Article 350B of Indian Constitution has provision relating to which of the following?  
a) Language to be used in representations for redress of grievances.  
b) Special officer for linguistic minorities.  
c) Directive for development of the hindi language.  
d) Facilities for instruction in mother-tongue at primary stage.  
 
Correct Answer: B  
Explanation:  Originally, the Constitution of India did not make any provision with respect 
to the Special Officer for Linguistic Minorities.   
Later, the States Reorganisation Commission (1953-55) made a recommendation in this 
regard.   
Accordingly, the Seventh Constitutional Amendment Act of 1956 inserted a new Article 350-
B in Part XVII of the Constitution.  
Source: Laxmikanth  
 
Q.8) Which of the following acts relevant provisions are subsumed by Code on Wages Bill, 
2019?  
1. The Minimum Wages Act, 1948.  
2. The Payment of Wages Act, 1936.  
3. The Payment of Bonus Act, 1965.  
4. The Equal Remuneration Act, 1976.  
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
a) 1, 2, 3 and 4  
b) 1, 2 and 3 only  
c) 2, 3 and 4 only  
d) 1, 2 and 4 only  
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ANS: A  
Explanation: Lok Sabha passed the Code on Wages Bill, 2019, which amends and 
consolidates laws relating to wages/bonus and universalizes the provisions of minimum 
wages and timely payment of wages to all employees irrespective of the sector and wage 
ceiling.  
At present, the provisions of both Minimum Wages Act and Payment of Wages Act apply to 
workers below a particular wage ceiling working in Scheduled Employments only.   
“This Bill would ensure Right to Sustenance for every worker and intends to increase the 
legislative protection of minimum wage from existing about 40% to 100% workforce.”  
A release issued by the Ministry noted that the Code on Wages Bill, 2019, subsumes 
relevant provisions of the Minimum Wages Act, 1948, the Payment of Wages Act, 1936, the 
Payment of Bonus Act, 1965 and the Equal Remuneration Act, 1976.   
After the enactment of the Bill, all these four Acts will get repealed.  
Source: The Hindu  
 
Q.9) Consider the following statements regarding the “Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 
2019”:  
1.  It defines golden hour as the time period of up to two hours.  
2. It requires the central government to constitute a Motor Vehicle Accident Fund, to 

provide compulsory insurance cover to all road users in India.  
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2  
 
ANS: B  
Explanation: The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2019 was introduced in Lok Sabha on 
July 15, 2019. The Bill seeks to amend the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 to provide for road 
safety.    
The Act provides for grant of licenses and permits related to motor vehicles, standards for 
motor vehicles, and penalties for violation of these provisions.  
Compensation for road victims: The central government will develop a scheme for cashless 
treatment of road accident victims during golden hour.    
The Bill defines golden hour as the time period of up to one hour following a traumatic 
injury, during which the likelihood of preventing death through prompt medical care is the 
highest.    
The central government may also make a scheme for providing interim relief to claimants 
seeking compensation under third party insurance.    
The Bill increases the minimum compensation for hit and run cases as follows: (i) in case of 
death, from Rs 25,000 to two lakh rupees, and (ii) in case of grievous injury, from Rs 
12,500 to Rs 50,000.  
Compulsory Insurance: The Bill requires the central government to constitute a Motor 
Vehicle Accident Fund, to provide compulsory insurance cover to all road users in India.  
Good Samaritans: The Bill defines a good samaritan as a person who renders emergency 
medical or non-medical assistance to a victim at the scene of an accident.    
The assistance must have been (i) in good faith, (ii) voluntary, and (iii) without the 
expectation of any reward.    
Such a person will not be liable for any civil or criminal action for any injury to or death of 
an accident victim, caused due to their negligence in providing assistance to the victim.  
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Recall of Vehicles: The Bill allows the central government to order for recall of motor 
vehicles if a defect in the vehicle may cause damage to the environment, or the driver, or 
other road users.  
Taxi aggregators: The Bill defines aggregators as digital intermediaries or market places 
which can be used by passengers to connect with a driver for transportation purposes (taxi 
services).  These aggregators will be issued licenses by state further they must comply with 
the Information Technology Act, 2000.  
Source: PRSINDIA  
 
Q.10) Which of the following provisions of the constitution is/are related to “secular state of 
India”?  
1. The term secular was added to the Preamble of the Indian Constitution by the 44th 

Constitutional Amendment Act of 1978.  
2. The Preamble secures to all citizens of India liberty of belief, faith and worship   
3. The State shall not deny to any person equality before the law or equal protection of the 

laws  
Select the correct answer using the code given below:   
a) 1 only  
b) 1 and 2 only  
c) 2 and 3 only  
d) 1, 2 and 3  
 
ANS: C  
Explanation: The Constitution of India stands for a secular state. Hence, it does not uphold 
any particular religion as the official religion of the Indian State. The following provisions of 
the Constitution reveal the secular character of the Indian State:  
The term ‘secular’ was added to the Preamble of the Indian Constitution by the 42nd 
Constitutional Amendment Act of 1976.  
The Preamble secures to all citizens of India liberty of belief, faith and worship.  
The State shall not deny to any person equality before the law or equal protection of the 
laws (Article 14).  
The State shall not discriminate against any citizen on the ground of religion (Article 15).  
Equality of opportunity for all citizens in matters of public employment (Article 16).  
All persons are equally entitled to freedom of conscience and the right to freely profess, 
practice and propagate any religion (Article 25).  
Every religious denomination or any of its section shall have the right to manage its 
religious affairs (Article 26).  
No person shall be compelled to pay any taxes for the promotion of a particular religion 
(Article 27).  
Source: Laxmikanth  
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Society & Welfare - II 
 
Q.1) “Lorenz curve” is associated with which of the following? 
a) Unemployment 
b) Inflation 
c) Inequality 
d) Climate Change 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: A graph showing the degree of inequality in income and wealth in a given 
population or an economy.  

 It is a rigorous way to measure income inequality. In this method (for example), 
personal incomes in an economy are arranged in increasing order; the cumulative 
share of total income is then plotted against the cumulative share of the population.  

 The curve’s slope is thus proportional to per capita income at each point of the 
population distribution.  

 In the case of complete equality of income, the lorenz curve will be a straight line 
and with greater curvature the inequality rises proportionally–the Gini Coefficient 
measures this inequality. 

Source: TMH Ramesh Singh 
 
Q.2) “Grihini Suvidha Yojana” is launched by which of the following state? 
a) Andhra Pradesh 
b) Tamil Nadu 
c) Sikkim 
d) Himachal Pradesh 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: Himachal Grihini Suvidha Yojana launched in 2018, it aimed to cover 
households left out under Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana.  
Except families having a pensioner, income taxpayer or any member employed with the 
government, board, corporation etc, all households of the state without an LPG connection 
were eligible. 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.3) “e – Sampada” is recently in news is launched by which of the following? 
a) Ministry of Food Processing Industries 
b) Ministry of Animal Husbandry and Fisheries 
c) NITI Aayog 
d) Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: The Ministry of Urban Affairs launched a new Web Portal and Mobile App, e-
Sampada which provides a single window for all these services including allotment for over 
one lakh government residential accommodations, office space allotment to government 
organisations in 28 cities and venues like 5, Ashoka Road for social functions. 
In its endeavour to provide ‘One Nation, One System’, the erstwhile four websites 
(gpra.nic.in, eawas.nic.in, estates.gov.in, holidayhomes.nic.in), and two Mobile Apps (m-
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Awas & m-Ashoka5) of the Directorate of Estates have been integrated into one, which 
paves the way for all services on the same platform throughout the country.  
Source: The New Indian Express. 
 
Q.4) Recently, Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) revived the 1000 year old 
Monpa Handmade Paper of which of the following state? 
a) Gujarat 
b) Tripura 
c) Arunachal Pradesh 
d) Odisha 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: Due to the committed efforts of Khadi and Village Industries Commission 
(KVIC), the 1000-year old heritage art – the Monpa Handmade Paper of Arunachal Pradesh 
– which was driven to the extinction, has come to life once again. 

 The art of making Monpa handmade paper originated over 1000 years ago. 
Gradually the art became an integral part of local custom and culture in Tawang in 
Arunachal Pradesh.  

 Once produced in every household in Tawang, this handmade paper was a major 
source of livelihood for the locals. However, the handmade paper industry almost 
disappeared in the last 100 years; prompting KVIC to plan revival of this ancient art. 

Source: Press Information Bureau  
 
Q.5) With reference to the “Municipal bonds”, which of the following statements is/are 
correct? 
1. It is a kind of debt instrument where investors offer loans to local governments. 
2. Surat was the first city in south Asia to launch a municipal bond. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: A municipal bond is a kind of debt instrument where investors offer loans to 
local governments.  
They are issued by civic bodies for specific projects and usually have a 10-year tenure. The 
ULB pays the annual interest on the bonds to the investor at the decided rate. 

 Ahmedabad was the first city in south Asia to launch a municipal bond of Rs 100 
crore in 1998, which was completely subscribed.  

 Surat Municipal Corporation was the second city in Gujarat to announce bonds in 
2018, to fund a sewage treatment project worth Rs 450 crore. 

 The Vadodara Municipal Corporation (VMC) is expected to launch municipal bonds 
in January, and will become the third Urban Local Body (ULB) in Gujarat to use this 
method to raise money to fund development work sanctioned under the Atal Mission 
for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT). 

Source: Indian Express 
 
Q.6) With reference to the “Adopt a Heritage: Apni Dharohar, Apni Pehchaan project”, which 
of the following is/are eligible to adopt a heritage? 
1. Individuals 
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2. Non Governmental Organizations 
3. Public sector companies 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
a) 1 only  
b) 1 and 2 only  
c) 2 and 3 only  
d) 1, 2 and 3   
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: The Ministry of Tourism, Government of India runs the “Adopt a Heritage: 
Apni Dharohar, Apni Pehchaan” project which is a collaborative effort by the Ministry of 
Tourism, Ministry of Culture, Archaeological Survey of India and State/ UTs Government 
for developing tourism amenities at heritage/ natural/ tourist sites spread across India for 
making them tourist friendly, in a planned and phased manner which I started in 
September 2017.  
The project aims to encourage companies from public sector, private sector, trusts, NGOs, 
individuals and other stakeholders to become ‘Monument Mitras’ and take up the 
responsibility of developing and upgrading the basic and advanced tourist amenities at 
these sites as per their interest and viability in terms of a sustainable investment model 
under CSR. They would also look after the Operation & Maintenance of the same. 
Source: Indian Express 
 
Q.7) With reference to the “Sentinelese”, which of the following statements is/are correct? 
1. The population of Sentinelese is shown increasing trend in last decade. 
2. Sentineles are Negrito tribes who inhabited the North Sentinel Island of Andaman. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation:  The Population growth of Sentinelese does not show any improvement in the 
last Decade.  

 The Sentinelese, with a population of about 50 to 100 on the North Sentinel Island, 
are not only among the most isolated of nearly 70 PVTGs across the country.  

 The Andaman Islands are home to four ‘Negrito’ tribes namely the Great 
Andamanese, Onge, Jarawa and Sentinelese.  

 Nicobar Islands are home to two ‘Mongoloid’ tribes – the Shompen and Nicobarese. 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.8) “Global Pravasi Rishta Portal” is recently seen in news is launched by? 
a) NITI Aayog 
b) Ministry of External Affairs 
c) Ministry of Home Affairs 
d) Ministry of Culture 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: Ministry of External Affairs has launched the Global Pravasi Rishta Portal 
and app in order to connect with nearly 3.12 crore Indians across the world.  
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It acts as a dynamic communication platform by facilitating a three-way communication 
between the Indian Missions (meaning the embassies), external affairs ministry and Indian 
diaspora. 
Source: Indian Express 
 
Q.9) “Human Freedom Index 2020” is released by which of the following? 
a) World Economic Forum 
b) Transparency International 
c) United Nations 
d) Fraser Institute  
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: The Human Freedom Index 2020 has been jointly released by Fraser Institute 
in Canada and the Cato Institute in the United States. 

 The index presents a broad measure of human freedom, understood as the absence 
of coercive constraints. 

 It uses a 0 to 10 scale to measure personal freedom based on parameters such as 
rule of law, safety and security, identity and relationships, freedom of movement, 
economic freedom, and ability of individuals to make their own economic decisions 
without government or crony interference. 

 New Zealand has topped the index followed by Switzerland and Hong Kong. India 
has been placed at the 111th spot out of 162 countries. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.10) Recently, India and which of the following country jointly launched “Virtual Vaccines 
Hub”? 
a) France 
b) Germany 
c) United Kingdom 
d) United States of America 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: India and the UK Government have launched a Virtual Vaccines Hub. It aims 
to distribute vaccines for Covid-19 and other deadly viruses by sharing knowledge on 
clinical trials and regulatory approvals and get vaccines to people who need them most in a 
safe, secure and energy-efficient way. 
Source:  Times of India 
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Disaster Management 
 
Q.1) Disaster Management act was enacted in which of the following year? 
a) 2000 
b) 2005 
c) 2007 
d) 2014 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: The Disaster Management Act, 2005 has been enacted by the Parliament of 
India for the effective management of disasters. 
Source: Shankar IAS 
 
Q.2) Consider the following statements regarding National Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA): 
1. It is the apex constitutional body for disaster management in India. 
2. Home minister is the chair person of NDMA. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) is the apex statutory 
body for disaster management in India. 
The NDMA was formally constituted on 27th September 2006, in accordance with the 
Disaster Management Act, 2005 with Prime Minister as its Chairperson and nine other 
members, and one such member to be designated as Vice-Chairperson. 
Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.3) Consider the following statements regarding National Disaster Responsive Force 
(NDRF): 
1. It functions under ministry of Home Affairs. 
2. It consists of both military and Para-military battalion forces. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: Today NDRF is a distinguished, unique Force across the country functioning 
under the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, within the overall command, 
control and leadership of the Director General, NDRF.  

 At present, National Disaster Response Force consists of 12 battalions, three each 
from the BSF and CRPF and two each from CISF, ITBP and SSB.  
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 Each battalion have 18 self-contained specialist search and rescue teams of 45 
personnel each including engineers, technicians, electricians, dog squads and 
medical/paramedics.  

 The total strength of each battalion is 1,149. All the 12 battalions have been 
equipped and trained to respond natural as well as man-made disasters.  

 Battalions are also trained and equipped for response during chemical, biological, 
radiological and nuclear (CBRN) emergencies. 

Source: http://www.ndrf.gov.in/about-us 
 
Q.4) Consider the following statements regarding District Disaster Management Authority 
(DDMA): 
1. Disaster management act provides for constitution of DDMA for every district of a state. 
2. It is headed by local elected representative. 
3. It is responsible for planning, coordination and implementation of disaster management. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1 and 3 only 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: Section 25 of the DM Act provides for constitution of DDMA for every district 
of a state. 

 The District Magistrate/ District Collector/Deputy Commissioner heads the 
Authority as Chairperson besides an elected representative of the local authority as 
Co-Chairperson except in the tribal areas where the Chief Executive Member of the 
District Council of Autonomous District is designated as Co-Chairperson. 

 Further in district, where Zila Parishad exists, its Chairperson shall be the Co-
Chairperson of DDMA. 

 The District Authority is responsible for planning, coordination and implementation 
of disaster management and to take such measures for disaster management as 
provided in the guidelines. 

 The District Authority also has the power to examine the construction in any area in 
the district to enforce the safety standards and to arrange for relief measures and 
respond to the disaster at the district level. 

Source: Ministry of Home Affairs 
 
Q.5) The “Ring of Fire” is often seen in news is located around which of the following 
Ocean? 
a) Pacific Ocean 
b) Arctic Ocean 
c) Antarctic Ocean 
d) Atlantic Ocean 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: Since 1970, more than two million people have been killed by natural 
disasters in the ‘Ring of Fire’ region around the Pacific Ocean, an average of 43,000 a year, 
as per the United Nations (UN).  
Source: The Hindu 
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Q.6) Consider the following statements regarding National Hydrology Project: 
1. It was started in 2016 as a Central Sector Scheme. 
2. It is an initiative of the Ministry of Jal Shakti and is supported by the World Bank. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: National Hydrology Project was started in 2016 as a Central Sector Scheme 
with 100% grant to implementing agencies on pan India basis. 

 It is an initiative of the Ministry of Jal Shakti and is supported by the World Bank. 
 It has a budget outlay of Rs. 3680 crore to be spent over a period of 8 years. 

Aim:  
 To improve the extent, reliability and accessibility of water resources information. 
 To strengthen the capacity of targeted water resource management institutions in 

India. 
 To facilitate acquisition of reliable information efficiently this would pave the way for 

an effective water resource development and management. 
Project Beneficiaries: 

 Central and state implementing agencies responsible for surface and/or 
groundwater planning and management, including river basin organizations. 

 Users of the Water Resources Information System (WRIS) across various sectors and 
around the World. 

Source: http://nhp.mowr.gov.in/HomeNew/NHPIndexnew.aspx 
 
Q.7) Consider the following statements regarding Sendai Framework Agreement: 
1. It was endorsed by the UN General Assembly following the 2015 Third UN World 

Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR). 
2. The timeline for agreement is 2015 to 2030. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 (Sendai 
Framework) was the first major agreement of the post-2015 development agenda and 
provides Member States with concrete actions to protect development gains from the risk of 
disaster. 

 The Sendai Framework works hand in hand with the other 2030 Agenda 
agreements, including The Paris Agreement on Climate Change, The Addis Ababa 
Action Agenda on Financing for Development, the New Urban Agenda, and 
ultimately the Sustainable Development Goals. 

 It was endorsed by the UN General Assembly following the 2015 Third UN World 
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR). 

Source: https://www.undrr.org/implementing-sendai-framework/what-sendai-framework 
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Q.8) Consider the following statements regarding Disaster Management in India: 
1. Constitution of India does not explicitly mention the word Disaster. 
2. Central government used the concurrent subject to pass disaster management act. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: Constitution of India does not have any explicit provision on the subject 
of disaster management. ... As a result, the subject of disaster management failed to secure 
a place in the elaborate scheme of division of vital subjects between the centre and states.  

 As far as the DM Act is concerned, the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution does 
not have an explicit entry on disaster management.  

 Hence, Parliament had to trace its legislative competence for passing the DM Act to 
the Concurrent List entry on “Social security and social insurance; employment and 
unemployment”.  

Source: https://vidhilegalpolicy.in/blog/covid-19-and-the-need-for-clear-centre-state-
roles/ 
 
Q.9) Which of the following factors are affecting the ocean salinity? 
1. Evaporation 
2. Freezing of Ice 
3. Rivers 
4. Wind flow 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
c) 1, 3 and 4 only 
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: All waters in nature, whether rain water or ocean water, contain dissolved 
mineral salts. Salinity is the term used to define the total content of dissolved salts in sea 
water. Factors affecting ocean salinity are mentioned below:  

 The salinity of water in the surface layer of oceans depends mainly on evaporation 
and precipitation. 

 Surface salinity is greatly influenced in coastal regions by the fresh water flow from 
rivers, and in Polar Regions by the processes of freezing and thawing of ice.  

 Wind, also influences salinity of an area by transferring water to other areas.  
 The ocean currents contribute to the salinity variations. Salinity, temperature and 

density of water are interrelated. Hence, any change in the temperature or density 
influences the salinity of water in an area. 

Source: NCERT 
 
Q.10) Consider the following statements regarding the Storm Surge: 
1. Storm surge is the abnormal rise in seawater level during a storm, measured as the 

height of the water above the normal predicted astronomical tide. 
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2. The amplitude of the storm surge at any given location depends on the orientation of the 
coast line with the storm track, the intensity, size, speed of the storm, and the 
local bathymetry. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: Storm Surge. 

 Storm surge is the abnormal rise in seawater level during a storm, measured as the 
height of the water above the normal predicted astronomical tide.  

 The surge is caused primarily by a storm’s winds pushing water onshore.  
 The amplitude of the storm surge at any given location depends on the orientation of 

the coast line with the storm track;  
 The intensity, size, and speed of the storm; and the local bathymetry. 

Source: NOAA 
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Various Security Forces & Their 
Mandate & Miscellaneous 

 
Q.1) Which of the following is the oldest Para-military organization in India? 
a) Assam Rifles 
b) Central Reserve Police Force 
c) Central Industrial Security Force 
d) Sashastra Seema Bal 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The Assam Rifles is India's oldest paramilitary force which has been at the 
forefront of keeping India safe for nearly 19 decades.  
Source:https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/rajnath-singh-greets-
personnel-on-186th-rising-day-of-assam-rifles20210324104702/ 
 
Q.2) Which of the following Para-military force guards the Indo-Nepal border? 
a) Central Reserve Police Force 
b) Central Industrial Security Force 
c) Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
d) Sashastra Seema Bal 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: The border patrol teams have also been asked to remain extra alert in 
Uttarakhand near the Kalapani area. 
While the ITBP guards the India-China border, the SSB guards the Indo-Nepal and Bhutan 
border — to heighten vigilance. 
Source: https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2020/sep/03/amid-lac-standoff-
forces-at-nepal-border-told-to-be-extra-alert-mha-sources. 
 
Q.3) Which of the following Para-military force was called as the Crown Representative 
Police? 
a) CISF 
b) SSB 
c) CRPF 
d) ITBP 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) is the premier central police force of 
the Union of India for internal security.  
Originally constituted as the Crown Representative Police in 1939, it is one of the oldest 
Central Para military forces (now termed as Central Armed Police Force). 
Source: https://crpf.gov.in/history-crpf.htm 
 
Q.4) Which agency is a federal contingency world classes zero force to deal with anti-
terrorists activities in all its manifestations? 
a) National Security Guard 
b) Anti-terrorists Squad 
c) Central Reserve Police Force 
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d) Research & Wing Analysis 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation:  

 
Source: https://www.nsg.gov.in/about-us/about-nsg 
 
Q.5) Consider the following statements regarding Central Industrial Security Force: 
1. It was established by executive resolution. 
2. It provides security to the premises staff along with the security of property and 

establishments. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: CISF is an armed force of the Union established under an Act of Parliament, 
“Central Industrial Security Force Act, 1968 (50 of 1968)”. 

 In the year 1969, the strength of the force established with the help of 3129 
personnel, was increased to 1,41,421 as of 01.03.2020. 

 CISF has 12 reserve battalions, 08 training institutes and 63 other formations. 
 According to the mandate, CISF provides security to the premises staff along with 

the security of property and establishments. 
 CISF is providing security to the strategic establishment, including the Department 

of Space, the Department of Atomic Energy, the Airports, the Delhi Metro, the ports, 
the historical monuments and the basic areas of Indian economy such as petroleum 
and natural gas, electricity, coal, steel and mining. 

 CISF is providing protection to some private sector units and important government 
buildings in Delhi. 

 Presently, CISF is also providing security to the protected persons classified as Z 
Plus, Z, X, Y. 

 CISF is the only force with a customized and dedicated fire wing. 
Source: https://www.cisf.gov.in/cisfeng/about-us/ 
 
Q.6) Which of the following force is a compensatory cost force? 
a) CISF 
b) SSB 
c) CRPF 
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d) NSG 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: CISF is a compensatory cost force. 
Source: https://www.cisf.gov.in/cisfeng/about-us/ 
 
Q.7) Which force is deployed on border guarding duties from Karakoram Pass in Ladakh to 
Jachep La in Arunachal Pradesh covering 3488 km of Indo-China Border? 
a) CRPF 
b) CISF 
c) SSB 
d) ITBP 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: ITBPF was raised on 24 Oct, 1962. Presently, ITBP is deployed on border 
guarding duties from Karakoram Pass in Ladakh to Jachep La in Arunachal Pradesh 
covering 3488 km of Indo-China Border and manning Border Outposts on altitudes ranging 
from 9000’ to 18700’ in the Western, Middle and Eastern sectors of the Indo-China Border. 

 ITBPF is a specialized mountain force and most of the officers and men are 
professionally trained mountaineers and skiers.  

 Being the first responder for natural disaster, ITBPF has been carrying out 
numerous rescue and relief operations across the country. 

Source: https://www.itbpolice.nic.in/indexenglish.html 
 
Q.8) “Lawalong Wildlife Sanctuary” is located in which of the following state? 
a) Kerala 
b) Arunachal Pradesh 
c) Jharkhand 
d) Chhattisgarh 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: Lawalong Wildlife Sanctuary was set up in 1978 to the southwest of 
Hazaribagh in the Chhotanagpur plateau area.  

 It covers an area of about 211 sq. kms. The terrain is undulating and dissected by 
rivers and streams.  

 Located in the south-west part of Chatra district, Lawalong sanctuary has a rich 
wildlife, including tiger and bison.  

 Different spices of birds and serpents are also found here.  
 A variety of wildlife including Tiger, Panther, Hyena, Spotted Deer, Wild Boar, Nilgai 

are available in this sanctuary. 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.9) Which of the following is/are consists of “River valleys” of Arunachal Pradesh? 
1. The Siang Valley 
2. The Kameng Valley 
3. The Tirap Valley 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
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ANS: D 
Explanation: All three valleys are located in Arunachal Pradesh. 

 Rivers constitute an important part of the topography of the state. Arunachal 
Pradesh is divided into five major river valleys: 1. The Siang Valley 2. The Kameng 
Valley  3. The Subansiri Valley  4. The Lohit Valley  5. The Tirap Valley. 

 These valleys are named after the important rivers of the state.  
 The major rivers and their tributaries traversing the state are Siang, Kameng, 

Subansiri, Subansiri, Lohit, Tirap etc.  
 All these and other countless rivers and rivulets are fed by snow from the 

Himalayas. Therefore, mostly these small rivulets are perennial in nature. 
Source: Shodhganga 
 
Q.10) Consider the following statements regarding “The World Commission on 
Environmental Law (WCEL)”: 
1. It advances environmental law around the globe by providing specialized knowledge and 

assistance to strengthen the legal foundations of the conservation of nature and 
sustainable development. 

2. WCEL functions as an integral part of the International Court of Justice (ICJ). 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The World Commission on Environmental Law (WCEL) advances 
environmental law around the globe by providing specialized knowledge and assistance to 
strengthen the legal foundations of the conservation of nature and sustainable development 
through the conceptual advancement of environmental principles, norms, and laws, and by 
building the capacity of communities to benefit from the environmental rule of law. 
WCEL functions as an integral part of the IUCN Environmental Law Programme (ELP) that 
includes close collaboration with the Environmental Law Centre (ELC).  
Source: UNFCCC 
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Miscellaneous 
 
Q.1) Which of the following is/are type (s) of Government Securities (G-Sec)? 
1. Treasury Bills (T-bills) 
2. Cash Management Bills (CMBs) 
3. Dated Government Securities 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: A Government Security (G-Sec) is a tradeable instrument issued by the 
Central Government or the State Governments. It acknowledges the Government’s debt 
obligation.  
Such securities are short term (usually called treasury bills, with original maturities of less 
than one year) or long term (usually called Government bonds or dated securities with 
original maturity of one year or more).  
In India, the Central Government issues both, treasury bills and bonds or dated securities 
while the State Governments issue only bonds or dated securities, which are called the 
State Development Loans (SDLs).  
G-Secs carry practically no risk of default and, hence, are called risk-free gilt-edged 
instruments. 

 Treasury Bills (T-bills): Treasury bills or T-bills, which are money market 
instruments, are short term debt instruments issued by the Government of India 
and are presently issued in three tenors, namely, 91 day, 182 day and 364 day.  

 Cash Management Bills (CMBs): In 2010, Government of India, in consultation with 
RBI introduced a new short-term instrument, known as Cash Management Bills 
(CMBs), to meet the temporary mismatches in the cash flow of the Government of 
India. The CMBs have the generic character of T-bills but are issued for maturities 
less than 91 days. 

 Dated G-Secs: Dated G-Secs are securities which carry a fixed or floating coupon 
(interest rate) which is paid on the face value, on half-yearly basis. Generally, the 
tenor of dated securities ranges from 5 years to 40 years. 

Source: RBI 
 
Q.2) “Mission Purvodaya” is often seen in news is related to which of the following? 
a) Steel sector 
b) Coal sector 
c) Refinery sector 
d) Cement sector 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: Mission Purvodaya in steel sector envisions creating an integrated steel hub 
in Eastern India.  

 With abundance of raw materials, strategic geographical location and strong and 
developing connectivity, Odisha is well poised to be the heart of this eastern steel 
hub.  
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 The Mission is rolled out by Union Petroleum and Natural Gas & Steel Ministry.  
 More than 75% of India‘s envisioned incremental steel capacity will come from 

eastern India, with Odisha alone crossing 100 MTPA.  
 In Odisha, Kalinganagar will be developed as the epicenter of Mission Purvodaya. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.3) Consider the following statements regarding the Vizag-Chennai Industrial Corridor 
(VCIC): 
1. It is part of Kolkata-Kanyakumari East Coast Economic Corridor. 
2. It is funded by Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: Asian Development Bank (ADB) had prepared Conceptual Development Plan 
(CDP) for Vizag-Chennai Industrial Corridor (VCIC).  

 The Andhra Pradesh government has mooted development of nodes in 
Visakhapatnam, Machilipatnam, Donakonda and on the Yerpedu-Srikalahasti 
stretch. 

 The VCIC has been identified for development in the first phase of Kolkata-
Kanyakumari East Coast Economic Corridor. 

 The ADB, which prepared the concept paper, has agreed to give $500 million 
towards multi-tranch financing facility and policy-based loan worth $125 million. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.4) Consider the following statements regarding the Farmer Producer Organization (FPO): 
1. Farmers, Local representatives and other interested parties are the shareholders of FPO. 
2. NABARD has dedicated funds to promote FPOs. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: An FPO, formed by a group of farm producers, is a registered body with 
producers as shareholders in the organization.  

 It deals with business activities related to the farm produce and it works for the 
benefit of the member producers.  

 Small Farmers’ Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC) is providing support for promotion 
of FPOs.  

 NABARD has dedicated Funds like Producer Organisation Development Fund 
(PODF) and PRODUCE for promotion of FPOs.  

 Financing FPOs through NABARD’s subsidiary NABKISAN Finance Ltd., digitisation 
of FPO data, development of performance measurement tool, etc. have also 
contributed to the ongoing efforts.  



PRELIMS	MARATHON	COMPILATION	FOR	THE	MONTH	OF	JANUARY	(SECOND	WEEK),	2022	

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS‐ the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

ForumIAS 

 Besides, NABARD is running an awareness campaign on the role of FPOs in building 
resilience against climate change, increase in productivity and optimal efficiency in 
the agri value chain. 

Source: NABARD 
 
Q.5) The Global Education Monitoring Report is released by which of the following? 
a) United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
b) United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
c) World Bank 
d) World Economic Forum 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: The Global Education Monitoring Report is released by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.6) The Bhilwara model is recently seen in news is related to which of the following? 
a) CoVID-19 tackling 
b) Controlling locust attack 
c) Migrants mobilization 
d) Global Warming 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The Bhilwara COVID-19 containment “model” refers to the steps taken by the 
administration in Rajasthan’s Bhilwara district to contain the disease, after it emerged as a 
hotspot for coronavirus positive cases. 

 The measures taken by the Rajasthan government include imposing a curfew in the 
district which also barred essential services, extensive screening and house-to-
house surveys to check for possible cases, and detailed contact tracing of each 
positive case so as to create a dossier on everybody they met ever since they got 
infected. 

 The Bhilwara model (in Rajasthan) has become a successful example for the world to 
emulate in tackling the Covid-19 crisis because of the efforts of local bureaucracy.  

 This earmarks the importance of the role of civil services in containing the spread of 
disease at community level. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.7) Consider the following statements regarding the recently discovered mineral 
Goldschmidtite: 
1. It was discovered in deep sea mines of Arctic Ocean. 
2. It has high concentrations of elements like magnesium, iron, niobium and potassium. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: A new, curious mineral has been discovered inside a diamond unearthed 
from a mine in South Africa.  
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 The mineral has been named goldschmidtite, after Victor Moritz Goldschmidt, the 
Norwegian scientist acknowledged as the founder of modern geochemistry.  

 Goldschmidtite has an unusual chemical signature for a mineral from Earth’s 
mantle, according to the University of Alberta, a student of which discovered it.  

 While the mantle is dominated by elements such as magnesium and iron, 
goldschmidtite has high concentrations of niobium, potassium and the rare earth 
elements lanthanum and cerium.  

 PhD student Nicole Meyer found a single grain of the mineral in the diamond, 
unearthed in Koffiefontein, South Africa.  

 The university described it as dark green and opaque. 
Source: NCERT 
 
Q.8) Consider the following statements regarding the Rare Earth Elements (REE): 
1. The rare earth elements are all metals. 
2. Rare earth element Cerium Oxide is used for polishing Granite and Marble stones. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: Rare earth elements are a group of seventeen chemical elements that occur 
together in the periodic table.  

 The group consists of yttrium and the 15 lanthanide elements (lanthanum, cerium, 
praseodymium, neodymium, promethium, samarium, europium, gadolinium, 
terbium, dysprosium, holmium, erbium, thulium, ytterbium, and lutetium).  

 Scandium is found in most rare earth element deposits and is sometimes classified 
as a rare earth element.  

 The rare earth elements are all metals and the group is often referred to as the "rare 
earth metals."  

 These metals have many similar properties, and that often causes them to be found 
together in geologic deposits.  

 They are also referred to as "rare earth oxides" because many of them are typically 
sold as oxide compounds. 

 A large number of alloys are made more durable by the addition of rare earth 
metals.  

 Glass, granite, marble, and gemstones are often polished with cerium oxide powder. 
Many motors and generators contain magnets made with rare earth elements.  

 Phosphors used in digital displays, monitors, and televisions are created with rare 
earth oxides. Most computer, cell phone, and electric vehicle batteries are made with 
rare earth metals. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.9) The Placer deposits of India mostly/highly located at which of the following? 
a) Coastal areas 
b) Deccan Plateau 
c) Himalayas 
d) Northern Plains 
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ANS: A 
Explanation: The costal land forms of east and west coasts of the Nation contain 
significantly important placer mineral deposits.  

 The minerals like ilmenite, rutile, garnet, zircon, monazite and sillimanite are 
occurring in these deposits.  

 The controls like source rock geology, coastal geomorphology effective drainage 
network and favorable climatic conditions favored the formation of rich placer 
deposits in coastal environments.  

 Important deposits occur in the coastal environments of Kerala (Chavara), Tamil 
Nadu (Manavalakurichi, Midalam, Vayakallur), Andhra Pradesh (Kakinada, 
Pentakota, Bhimunipatnam, Konada – Kandivalasa – Mukumpeta – Bendi creek – 
Donkar), (Sanaekasangi – Gopalpur, Chatrapur, Bajarkot, Satpara and Puri) and 
Maharastra (Kalbadevi, Newre and Malgund). 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.10) Which of the following state (s)/place (s) of India is/are come (s) under Seismic Zone 
IV? 
1. Entire North eastern India 
2. Delhi-NCR region 
3. Andaman & Nicobar Islands 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 3 only 
c) 2 only 
d) 3 only 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: The Bureau of Indian Standards has classified regions in India into four 
seismic zones on the basis of historical seismic activity.  

 These are zones II, III, IV and V. Among these, Zone V is the most seismically active 
region and zone II is the least active.  

 According to Modified Mercalli scale, the seismic zone intensity is/are classified as 
zone II (low intensity zone), zone III (moderate intensity zone), zone IV (severe 
intensity zone) and zone V (very severe intensity zone). 

According to the Ministry of Earth Sciences: 
 Zone V includes entire northeastern India, parts of Jammu and Kashmir and 

Himachal Pradesh, Uttaranchal, Rann of Kutch in Gujarat, parts of North Bihar and 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 

 Zone-IV includes the remaining parts of Jammu and Kashmir and Himachal 
Pradesh. Delhi-NCR region, Sikkim, northern parts of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and 
West Bengal, parts of Gujarat and small portions of Maharashtra near the west 
coast and Rajasthan also fall in this zone. 

 Regions under zone III are Goa, Kerala, Lakshadweep, and remaining parts of Uttar 
Pradesh, Gujarat and West Bengal, parts of Punjab, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, 
Bihar, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Tamilnadu 
and Karnataka. 

 The remaining portion of the country falls under zone II. 
Source: Indian Express 
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Revision 
 
Q.1) Which of the following institute released/published the Global Hunger Index (GHI)? 
a) Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
b) UNDP 
c) UNEP 
d) Welthungerhilfe 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: The GHI has been brought out almost every year by Welthungerhilfe (lately in 
partnerships with Concern Worldwide) since 2000. 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.2) Which of the following report/reports is/are released by World Bank? 
1. Global Economic Prospect Report. 
2. Global Financial Development Report. 
3. Global Financial Stability Report. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: Both Global Economic Prospect Report and Global Financial Development 
Report are released by World Bank. 
NOTE: Global Financial Stability Report is released by International Monetary Fund (IMF). 
Source: World Bank 
 
Q.3) “Sargent plan” during British period in India is related to which of the following? 
a) Education 
b) Finance 
c) Partition 
d) Railways 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The goal of the Sargent plan was the reorganization of the entire education 
system of India. The commission under the chairmanship of the John Sargent submitted its 
report to the Central Advisory Board of Education CABE in (1944).This scheme of post war 
educational development was mainly focused on the quality enhancement of higher 
education (ie. university system). 
Recommendations- 

 Pre-primary basic school for 3-6 years age group. 
 Compulsory and free education for 6-14 year age group. 
 High school education of two types – Academic & Technical and Vocational. 
 Refresher courses for teachers and better salary for them. 
 Abolition of intermediate courses. 
 Standard of the universities must be raised. 
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 Admission should be restricted so only the capable students can go for the higher 
education. 

Source: Spectrum 
 
Q.4) Consider the following statements regarding the financial stability report (FSR): 
1. It is released biannually by Reserve Bank of India. 
2. It is approved by sub-committee of Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) 

before it is published. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: The Financial Stability Reports (FSR), published by Reserve Bank of India, 
after approved by FSDC Sub-Committee since its inception, taking inputs from financial 
sector regulators i.e. RBI, SEBI, PFRDA, IRDAI including Ministry of Finance, are periodic 
exercise for reviewing the nature, magnitude and implications of risks that may have a 
bearing on the macroeconomic environment, financial institutions, markets and 
infrastructure.  

 These reports will also assess the resilience of the financial sector through stress 
tests. 

 FSR is a biannual publication. 
Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.5) Consider the following statements regarding the Cabinet Committee on Investment and 
Growth (CCIG): 
1. It was created in 2014 to promote capital investment and growth of the economy. 
2. It is headed by finance minister. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: In June 2019, the Union government formed two cabinet committees — one 
on Investment, the other on Employment and Skill Development.  
The Prime Minister constitutes Standing Committees of the Cabinet and sets out the 
specific functions assigned to them. He can add or reduce the number of committees. 
Investment: The Cabinet Committee on Investment will “identify key projects required to be 
implemented on a time-bound basis”, involving investments of Rs 1,000 crore or more, or 
any other critical projects, as may be specified by it, with regard to infrastructure and 
manufacturing.  

 It will prescribe time limits for giving requisite approvals and clearances by the 
ministries concerned in identified sectors. 

 It will also monitor the progress of such projects. 
Employment: The Cabinet Committee on Employment and Skill Development is supposed to 
provide “direction to all policies, programmes, schemes and initiatives for skill development 
aimed at increasing the employability of the workforce for effectively meeting the emerging 
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requirements of the rapidly growing economy and mapping the benefits of demographic 
dividend”.  

 It is required to enhance workforce participation, foster employment growth and 
identification, and work towards removal of gaps between requirement and 
availability of skills in various sectors.  

 The panel will set targets for expeditious implementation of all skill development 
initiatives by the ministries and to periodically review the progress in this regard. 

The addition of the two committees is indicative of the new focus areas for the government. 
The goal of both is new jobs. 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.6) Which of the following committee is related to anti-defection law? 
a) Halim Committee 
b) Santhanam Committee 
c) Bhagwan Sahay Committee 
d) None 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The Dinesh Goswami Committee on Electoral Reforms, the Law Commission 
of India and the National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution has 
recommended a review of the anti-defection law.  

 The issues arising out of the decisions given by different Presiding Officers and the 
interpretation of the law by various courts were discussed at the Conferences of 
Presiding Officers of Legislative Bodies in India as well.  

 In view of the near unanimity among the Presiding Officers for a review of the law, 
the then Speaker of Lok Sabha and Chairman of the Conference, Shri G.M.C. 
Balayogi constituted in October 1998 a Committee of Presiding Officers headed by 
the Speaker of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly, Shri Hashim Abdul Halim, to 
go into different aspects of the matter.  

 The Committee presented its Report in February 2003 recommending inter alia that 
the provisions relating to splits and mergers be deleted from the Tenth Schedule; the 
terms 'voluntarily giving up membership' and 'political party' are definedd; and that 
a time frame is laid down for decisions on the anti-defection cases. 

Source: Laxmikanth 
 
Q.7) “Public Interest Foundation & Others vs Union of India 2018” case is related to which 
of the following? 
a) Criminalisation of Politics 
b) Gender Inequality 
c) Right to Privacy 
d) Right to Education 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The Supreme Court’s constitution bench, in its judgment in Public Interest 
Foundation & Others v Union of India, 2018 explains its limitations in preventing those 
charged with heinous offences from becoming legislators and finds that Parliament alone is 
competent to do so.  
It satisfies itself by appealing to Parliament to make a law for this purpose on priority and 
issues a few directions to the Election Commission and the political parties to make the 
disclosure of the criminal antecedents of candidates contesting elections sufficient and clear 
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to the voters, so that the latter could be warned not to vote the candidates, charged with 
serious offences. 
Source: Laxmikanth 
 
Q.8) Which of the following committee (s) is/are related to Defence in British India? 
1. Skeen Committee 
2. Chatfield Committee 
3. Babington Smith Committee 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: The crucial link between the founding of a military academy and the 
attainment of independence was acutely realized by a section of Indian leadership in the 
days of struggle for independence, whose concerted efforts resulted in the recommendations 
of the Montague Chelmsford Reforms Committee that enabled ten Indians for receiving 
training at Sandhurst for induction as commissioned officers;  

 Setting up of the Skeen Committee in 1925 and later holding of Round Table 
Conference in London in 1930, which recommended the establishment of the Indian 
Sandhurst.  

 As a follow up action, a committee was set up under the chairmanship of Field 
Marshal Sir Philip Chetwode, the then Commander-in-Chief of India, to work out 
modalities for establishment of an Indian Sandhurst.  

 In Jul 1931, the committee recommended establishment of a military academy for 
induction of 40 Gentlemen Cadets (GC) in each term comprising 15 as Direct 
Entries, 15 from the ranks through Kitchner College, Nowgaon and 10 from princely 
states. 

 The training span was initially envisaged for three years but later reduced to two 
and a half years. 

Source: Spectrum 
 
Q.9) Which of the following Act (s) is/are passed during the period of Indira Gandhi? 
1. The Benami Transactions (Prohibition) Act. 
2. Maintenance of Internal Security Act (MISA). 
3. Monopolies and Restrictive Trade Practices Act (MRTP). 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: Important acts were passed during the period of Indira Gandhi. 

 Maintenance of Internal Security Act, 1971 (MISA): A controversial law which gave 
the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and law enforcement gave absolute power to 
search and seize properties without a warrant, put individuals under preventive 
detention and use wiretapping. 
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 Monopolies and Restrictive Trade Practices Act, 1969 (MRTP): The objective of the 
Act was to restrict monopolistic trade activities and to maintain the economy of the 
country in balance. In short, the law was to make sure that the wealth of the 
country does not remain concentrated in the hands of the rich. 

 Foreign Exchange Regulation Act, 1973 (FERA): What is now popularly known as 
FEMA, the Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999 was called FERA back in 1973. 
The Act aimed to regulate foreign payments and investments and the conversion of 
foreign exchange. 

 The Coal Mines (Nationalization) Act, 1973: Acquisition, transfer of right, title and 
interest of the owners of coal mines was covered under the law. 

Source: NCERT 
 
Q.10) Which of the following pair (s) is/are correctly matched? 
 Committee     :  Organization 
1. Sivaraman Committee   :  NABARD 
2. B.D. Kumar Committee   :  EXIM Bank 
3. Sukomoy Chakravarthy committee :  SIDBI Bank 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: The B.D. Kumar Committee, which submitted its report in 1975, 
recommended for setting up of an export-import Bank type institution to finance and 
promote exports of engineering goods and turnkey projects.  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) at the insistence of the Government of India, constituted a 
Committee to Review the Arrangements For Institutional Credit for Agriculture and Rural 
Development (CRAFICARD) to look into these very critical aspects.  

 The Committee was formed on 30 March 1979, under the Chairmanship of Shri B. 
Sivaraman, former member of Planning Commission, Government of India.   

 Its recommendation was formation of a unique development financial institution 
which would address these aspirations and formation of National Bank for 
Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) was approved by the Parliament 
through Act 61 of 1981. 

Source: ForumIAS 
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International Relations 
 
Q.1) Recently, which of the following country led a UN resolution to set up a separate 
convention on cybercrime? 
a) Israel 
b) Iran 
c) China 
d) Russia 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: The Russian proposal entitled “Countering the use of information and 
communications technologies for criminal purposes” was recently put forth in the United 
Nations General Assembly (UNGA).  

 India voted in favour of a cybercrime resolution led by Russia in a committee of the 
United Nations General Assembly.  

 The resolution seeks to set up new cyber norms considered as counter alternative to 
the US backed Budapest Accord. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.2) The term “2010 Strategic Concept” is related to which of the following? 
a) NATO 
b) Warsaw Pact 
c) Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
d) START treaty 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: Strategic Concepts lay down the Alliance’s core tasks and principles, its 
values, the evolving security environment and the Alliance’s strategic objectives for the next 
decade.  
The 2010 Strategic Concept defines NATO’s cores tasks as: collective defense, crisis-
management and cooperative security. 
Source: Indian Express 
 
Q.3) Which of the following agreement/agreements is/are signed by India and United States 
of America (USA)? 
1. General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA). 
2. Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA). 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: Agreements signed by India and USA. 

 India had signed the General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA) 
in 2002 and the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) in 2016.  

 The last one remaining is the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement for Geo-
spatial Cooperation (BECA) is not yet signed by India. 
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Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.4) Which of the following treaty/treaties is/are related to European Union? 
1. Treaty of Lisbon 
2. Treaty of Nice 
3. Treaty of Amsterdam 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: The European Union is based on the rule of law. This means that every action 
taken by the EU is founded on treaties that have been approved voluntarily and 
democratically by all EU member countries. A treaty is a binding agreement between EU 
member countries. It sets out EU objectives, rules for EU institutions, how decisions are 
made and the relationship between the EU and its member countries. The main treaties 
are: 

 Treaty of Lisbon: Signed on 13 December 2007, to make the EU more democratic, 
more efficient and better able to address global problems, such as climate change, 
with one voice. 

 Treaty of Nice: Signed on 26 February 2001, to reform the institutions so that the 
EU could function efficiently after reaching 25 member countries. 

 Treaty of Amsterdam: Signed on 2 October 1997, to reform the EU institutions in 
preparation for the arrival of future member countries. 

Source: ForumIAS 
 
Q.5) Consider the following statements regarding BASIC group: 
1. The member countries of the group consist of India, Brazil, South Korea and China. 
2. The main objective of the group is to promote industrialization. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
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b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: The BASIC group was formed as the result of an agreement signed by the four 
countries on November 28, 2009.  

 They are a bloc of four large newly industrialized countries – Brazil, South Africa, 
India and China. 

 The main objective of the BASIC group is to have a broadly common position on 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions and raising the massive funds that are needed 
to fight climate change. 

Source: ForumIAS 
 
Q.6) Consider the following statements regarding the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU): 
1. The Eurasian Economic Union is an international organization for regional economic 

integration. 
2. All Central Asian countries except Turkmenistan and Russia are member countries of 

Eurasian Economic Union. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The Eurasian Economic Union is an international organization for regional 
economic integration. It has international legal personality and is established by the Treaty 
on the Eurasian Economic Union. 

 The EAEU provides for free movement of goods, services, capital and labor, pursues 
coordinated, harmonized and single policy in the sectors determined by the Treaty 
and international agreements within the Union. 

 The Member-States of the Eurasian Economic Union are the Republic of Armenia, 
the Republic of Belarus, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic and the 
Russian Federation. 

 The Union is being created to comprehensively upgrade, raise the competitiveness of 
and cooperation between the national economies, and to promote stable 
development in order to raise the living standards of the nations of the Member-
States. 

Source: ForumIAS 
 
Q.7) Consider the following statements regarding the Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC): 
1. OPEC is a permanent, Informal organization. 
2. OPEC membership is open to any country that is a substantial exporter of oil and which 

shares the ideals of the organization. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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ANS: B 
Explanation: The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) was founded 
in Baghdad, Iraq, with the signing of an agreement in September 1960 by five countries 
namely Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela. They were to 
become the Founder Members of the Organization. 

 OPEC is a permanent, intergovernmental organization. 
 The current OPEC members are the following: Algeria, Angola, Equatorial Guinea, 

Gabon, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, Nigeria, and the Republic of the Congo, Saudi 
Arabia (the de facto leader), the United Arab Emirates and Venezuela. Ecuador, 
Indonesia and Qatar are former members. 

 OPEC’s objective is to co-ordinate and unify petroleum policies among Member 
Countries, in order to secure fair and stable prices for petroleum producers; an 
efficient, economic and regular supply of petroleum to consuming nations; and a fair 
return on capital to those investing in the industry. 

 OPEC membership is open to any country that is a substantial exporter of oil and 
which shares the ideals of the organization. 

Source: OPEC 
 
Q.8) Consider the following statements regarding the Agreement on Prohibition of Attacks 
against Nuclear Installations and Facilities: 
1. It is a multilateral agreement between the nuclear weapon states. 
2. It is entered into force in 1971. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: Both India and Pakistan have exchanged their list of nuclear installations 
under the bilateral agreement. 

 The list was handed over in accordance with Article-II of the Agreement on 
Prohibition of Attacks against Nuclear Installations and Facilities between Pakistan 
and India, signed on December 31, 1988, the Foreign Office (FO). 

 The agreement was entered into force on January 27, 1991, provides, inter alia, that 
the two countries inform each other of nuclear installations and facilities to be 
covered under the agreement on the first of January of every calendar year. 

Source: ForumIAS 
 
Q.9) The term “Protecting Power” is recently in news is related to which of the following? 
a) Diplomatic relations 
b) Foreign exchange reserves 
c) Defense treaties 
d) Bilateral defense exercises 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: Following the killing of Iranian military and intelligence commander Major 
General Qassem Soleimani in Baghdad in a drone attack carried out by the United States, 
the Iranian government registered its protest with the Swiss Embassy in Tehran. 
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 Switzerland represents the interests of the US in Iran. This is because the US itself 
does not have an embassy there. Iran’s interests in the United States, on the other 
hand, are represented by the Pakistan Embassy in Washington. 

 In an arrangement such as this, Switzerland is the “Protecting Power” of the United 
States’ interests in Iran. The instrument of Protecting Powers is provided for under 
the 1961 and 1963 Vienna Conventions on Diplomatic Relations.  

 “If diplomatic relations are broken off between two States, or if a mission is 
permanently or temporarily recalled… the sending State may entrust the protection 
of its interests and those of its nationals to a third State acceptable to the receiving 
State,” the 1961 Vienna Convention states.  

 And the 1963 Convention reiterates: “A sending State may with the prior consent of 
a receiving State, and at the request of a third State not represented in the receiving 
State, undertake the temporary protection of the interests of the third State and of 
its nationals.” 

Source: Indian Express 
 
Q.10) Which of the following are the priority areas of regional cooperation within the 
framework of the East Asia Summit (EAS)? 
1. Environment and energy 
2. Pandemic diseases 
3. Finance 
4. Natural Disaster Management 
5. Security 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
b) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 
c) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 
d) 1, 2 and 4 only 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: The East Asia Summit is a unique Leaders-led forum of 18 countries of the 
Asia-Pacific region formed to further the objectives of regional peace, security and 
prosperity.  

 It has evolved as a forum for strategic dialogue and cooperation on political, security 
and economic issues of common regional concern and plays an important role in the 
regional architecture. 

 Established in 2005, EAS allows the principal players in the Asia-Pacific region to 
discuss issues of common interest and concern, in an open and transparent 
manner, at the highest level.  

 The membership of EAS consists of ten ASEAN Member States (i.e. Brunei 
Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, 
Thailand, the Philippines and Vietnam), Australia, China, India, Japan, New 
Zealand, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation and the USA.  

 EAS is an initiative of ASEAN and is based on the premise of the centrality of 
ASEAN. 

 There are six priority areas of regional cooperation within the framework of the EAS. 
These are – Environment and Energy, Education, Finance, Global Health Issues and 
Pandemic Diseases, Natural Disaster Management, and ASEAN Connectivity.  

 India endorses regional collaboration in all six priority areas. 
Source: ForumIAS 
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International Relations 
 
Q.1) Which of the following are the members of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC)? 
1. Bangladesh 
2. India 
3. Sri Lanka 
4. Myanmar 
5. Bhutan 
6. Nepal 
7. Thailand 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 
b) 1, 2, 5, 6 and 7 only 
c) 1, 2, 3 and 7 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 only 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is a regional organization comprising seven Member States lying in 
the littoral and adjacent areas of the Bay of Bengal constituting a contiguous regional unity.  

 This sub-regional organization came into being on 6 June 1997 through the 
Bangkok Declaration.  

 It constitutes seven Member States: five deriving from South Asia, including 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and two from Southeast Asia, 
including Myanmar and Thailand.  

 Initially, the economic bloc was formed with four Member States with the acronym 
‘BIST-EC’ (Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka and Thailand Economic Cooperation).  

 Following the inclusion of Myanmar on 22 December 1997 during a special 
Ministerial Meeting in Bangkok, the Group was renamed ‘BIMST-EC’ (Bangladesh, 
India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Thailand Economic Cooperation).  

 With the admission of Nepal and Bhutan at the 6th Ministerial Meeting (February 
2004, Thailand), the name of the grouping was changed to ‘Bay of Bengal Initiative 
for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation’ (BIMSTEC). 

Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.2) Which of the following country is recently re-joined the Commonwealth group? 
a) Nepal 
b) Ethiopia 
c) Yemen 
d) Maldives 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: The Maldives re-joined the Commonwealth, more than three years after the 
Indian Ocean island nation quit the association amid mounting criticism of its human 
rights record then.  
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 In 2016, the Maldives pulled out of the Commonwealth terming “unjust” the 
grouping’s decision to penalise the country over former President Mohamed 
Nasheed’s controversial ouster in 2012.  

 It followed the Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group (CMAG)’s warning to 
Maldives of suspension from the bloc, voicing “deep disappointment” over the 
country’s lack of progress in resolving the political crisis during former President 
Abdulla Yameen’s presidency, whose authoritarian slant sparked concern 
domestically and internationally.  

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.3) Consider the following statements regarding the G-20: 
1. It is an inter-governmental treaty between 19 member countries and European Union. 
2. It was created after the gulf war to promote economic growth among developing and 

developed countries. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The Group of Twenty, or the G20, is the premier forum for international 
economic cooperation. The G20 comprises 19 countries and the European Union.  

 The 19 countries are Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Germany, France, 
India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South 
Korea, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

 The G20 brings together the leaders of both developed and developing countries 
from every continent.   

 Collectively, G20 members represent around 80% of the world’s economic output, 
two-thirds of global population and three-quarters of international trade.  

 Throughout the year, representatives from G20 countries gather to discuss financial 
and socioeconomic issues.  

 Originated in 1999 at the level of Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors, 
the G20 gathered for high-level discussions on macro-financial issues.  

 In the wake of the 2008 global financial crisis, the G20 was elevated to include the 
leaders of member countries.  

 The first G20 Leaders’ Summit took place in Washington D.C. in November 2008.  
 Consequently, the G20 agenda expanded beyond macro-financial issues, to include 

socio-economic and development issues. 
Source: Indian Express 
 
Q.4) Which of the following country is NOT part of QUAD? 
a) Australia 
b) New Zealand 
c) Japan 
d) India 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: In a significant development for the region, the Quadrilateral Strategic 
Dialogue (“the Quad”) between India, Australia, Japan and the U.S. held its first Minister-
level meeting since it was revived in 2017.  
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 The group is seen as a regional counter-weight to China and has only met at the 
Joint or Assistant Secretary level since 2017.  

 Members of the Quad, barring Australia, are currently engaged in the annual 
Malabar exercises – military exercises that started between India and the U.S. in 
1994 and became trilateral (with Japan) in 2015.  

 India has not permitted Australia to participate in these exercises, concerned about 
what message it would send to China, which is wary of the exercise. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.5) Consider the following statements regarding G – 77: 
1. It is the largest intergovernmental organization of developing countries in the United 

Nations. 
2.  It consists of Seventy seven member countries. 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The Group of 77 (G-77) was established on 15 June 1964 by seventy-seven 
developing countries signatories of the “Joint Declaration of the Seventy-Seven Developing 
Countries” issued at the end of the first session of the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD) in Geneva.  

 Beginning with the first “Ministerial Meeting of the Group of 77 in Algiers (Algeria) 
on 10 – 25 October 1967, which adopted the Charter of Algiers”, a permanent 
institutional structure gradually developed which led to the creation of Chapters of 
the Group of 77 with Liaison offices in Geneva (UNCTAD), Nairobi (UNEP), Paris 
(UNESCO), Rome (FAO/IFAD), Vienna (UNIDO), and the Group of 24 (G-24) in 
Washington, D.C. (IMF and World Bank).  

 Although the members of the G-77 have increased to 134 countries, the original 
name was retained due to its historic significance.  

 The Group of 77 is the largest intergovernmental organization of developing 
countries in the United Nations, which provides the means for the countries of the 
South to articulate and promote their collective economic interests and enhance 
their joint negotiating capacity on all major international economic issues within the 
United Nations system, and promote South-South cooperation for development. 

Source: https://www.g77.org/doc/ 
 
Q.6) Which of the following Multilateral Export-Control Regime is also called as London 
Club? 
a) Nuclear Suppliers Group 
b) MTCR 
c) Wassenaar arrangement 
d) Australia Group 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) first met in November 1975 in London, 
and is thus popularly referred to as the “London Club”.  
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It is a Group of nuclear supplier countries that seek to prevent nuclear proliferation by 
controlling the export of materials, equipment and technology that can be used to 
manufacture nuclear weapons. 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.7) Which of the following countries are Baltic nations? 
1. Estonia 
2. Latvia 
3. Lithuania 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: Baltic States, the northeastern region of Europe, includes the countries 
of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, on the eastern shores of the Baltic Sea.  

 Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu concluded his 5-day tour to the three Baltic 
nations Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia in August 2019. 

 The visit was aimed at strengthening the bilateral engagements with the three 
nations, besides giving the relationships a fresh impetus in the context of a 
changing global order. 

 Besides considering the strategic interests, the focus of the visit was also on 
improving cooperation in the fields of security, especially countering terrorism. 

Source: Oriental Black swan 
 
Q.8) The term “Debt Trap Diplomacy” is often seen in news is associated with which of the 
following country? 
a) China 
b) United States of America 
c) Japan 
d) Russia 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: There has recently been a spate of articles and studies across the United 
States and Europe that seek to debunk the ‘debt trap diplomacy’ of China under its multi-
billion dollar connectivity project, the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).  

 This type of diplomacy refers to offering projects/loans on terms that end up being 
too difficult for countries to repay, eventually compelling them to accept political or 
economic concessions.  

 China’s BRI has resulted in several such unsustainable debt-for-infrastructure 
deals, which nevertheless, further Beijing’s geostrategic interests by increasing its 
global presence and influence. 

Source: https://thewire.in/world/china-debt-trap-diplomacy-south-asia-europe 
 
Q.9) Consider the following statements regarding the Eastern Economic Forum (EEF): 
1. EEF was established in 2010 and forum conducts its meetings biannually. 
2. India pledged to extend $ 10 billion line of credit to Russia’s far eastern region at 5th EEF. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
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b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: The Eastern Economic Forum was established by decree of the President of 
the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin in 2015 to support the economic development of 
Russia’s Far East and to expand international cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region. 
Unveiling the Russian edition of India’s ‘Look East, Act East’ policy, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi pledged on September 2019 to extend a $1 billion Line of Credit to Russia’s 
Far East region (RFE).  
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.10) The Global Forum on Remittances, Investment and Development (GFRID) is related to 
which of the following? 
a) The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
b) The United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
c) World Economic Forum 
d) International Fund For Agricultural Development (IFAD) 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: The Global Forum on Remittances, Investment and Development (GFRID) 
brings together key decision makers, stakeholders and practitioners who are engaged in the 
field of remittances and migration for development. 

 Since its first forum in 2007, IFAD has gathered over 1,000 participants from the 
public and private sector, and the civil society, to facilitate the creation of 
partnerships and the exchange of best practices in maximizing the impact of 
remittances to the benefit of migrants' communities of origin.  

 In doing so, IFAD partners with key international financial institutions and other 
prominent organizations, such as the European Commission (2015) and the United 
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (2017). 

 The forum is held biannually, in conjunction with the observance of 
the International Day of Family Remittances (IDFR) on 16 June. 

Source: UN IFAD 
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International Relations & 
Organizations 

 
Q.1) “Partnerships for Affordable Healthcare Access and Longevity (PAHAL) – project” is 
often seen in news is launched with the help of which of the following nation? 
a) France 
b) Japan 
c) Israel 
d) United States of America 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: Partnerships for Affordable Healthcare Access and Longevity (PAHAL) is 
USAID flagship innovative financing platform to promote health financing models and 
provide catalytic support to social enterprises (IBMs) for improving access to affordable and 
quality healthcare solutions for the urban poor communities, with a with a focus on 
Tuberculosis, Maternal and Child Health and WASH. 

 PAHAL has built a platform that provides unparalleled access to social enterprises 
for reducing cost and improving access to quality healthcare services.  

 US announced that it will provide an additional $3 million to India, through its aid 
agency USAID, for mitigating the spread of Covid-19.  

 In coordination with the Indian government, USAID is providing these funds to the 
Partnerships for Affordable Healthcare Access and Longevity (PAHAL) project. 

Source: ForumIAS 
 
Q.2) “The freedoms of the air are a set of commercial aviation rights granting a country's 
airlines the privilege to enter and land in another country's airspace”. With reference to the 
freedom of air, which of the following statements is/are correct? 
1. Total six freedoms of air rights formed by International Civil Aviation Organization 

(ICAO). 
2. The sixth freedom of air includes the right to fly from a foreign country to another while 

stopping in one's own country for non-technical reasons. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: The freedoms of the air (9 rights) are a set of commercial aviation rights 
granting a country's airlines the privilege to enter and land in another country's airspace. 

 The Freedom of air was formulated in the Convention on International Civil Aviation 
of 1944, known as the Chicago Convention. 

 The fifth freedom of air includes the right to fly between two foreign countries on a 
flight originating or ending in one's own country.  

 The sixth freedom of air includes the right to fly from a foreign country to another 
while stopping in one's own country for non-technical reasons. 

Source: The Hindu 
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Q.3) “Loya Jirga or Grand Council” is often seen in news is related to which of the following 
country? 
a) Nepal 
b) Bhutan 
c) Bangladesh 
d) Afghanistan 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: A Loya Jirga, or "grand council", is a mass national gathering that brings 
together representatives from the various ethnic, religious, and tribal communities in 
Afghanistan.  

 The gathering involves participation of Afghan tribal elders, religious figures, and 
political leaders.  

 The Loya Jirga is a centuries-old institution that has been convened at times of 
national crisis or to settle national issues.  

 Historically, it has been used to approve a new constitution, declare war, choose a 
new king, or to make sweeping social or political reforms.  

 It is considered the "highest expression" of the Afghan people, but it is not an official 
decision-making body. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.4) “Most Favoured Nation (MFN)” is often seen in news is related to which of the following 
International Organization? 
a) International Monetary Fund 
b) United Nations 
c) World Economic Forum 
d) World Trade Organization 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: According to the MFN principle of the WTO’s General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT), each of the WTO member countries should “treat all the other members 
equally as ‘most-favoured’ trading partners.”  

 If a special favour such as a lower customs duty rate is grant to someone by a 
nation, then it has to do the same for all other WTO members.  

 Thus, in effect it means non-discrimination. 
 Recently, India withdrew the Most Favored Nation (MFN) status from Pakistan. 

Source: WTO 
 
Q.5) “Asia Reassurance Initiative Act (ARIA)” is recently in news is an initiative of which of 
the following country? 
a) Russia 
b) China 
c) Japan 
d) United States of America 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: US President has signed ARIA act to counter the threat from China and to 
reinvigorate US leadership in the Indo-Pacific region.  

 It aims to establish a multifaceted U.S. strategy to increase U.S. security, economic 
interests, and values in the Indo-Pacific region.  
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 The new law mandates actions countering China’s illegal construction and 
militarization of artificial features in the South China Sea and coercive economic 
practices.  

 ARIA recognizes the vital role of the strategic partnership between the U.S. and India 
in promoting peace and security in the Indo-Pacific region and it calls for 
strengthening diplomatic, economic, and security ties between both the countries.  

 It allocates a budget of $1.5 billion over a five year period to enhance cooperation 
with America’s strategic regional allies in the region.   

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.6) The term “Industrial Security Annex (ISA)” is often seen in news is a bilateral 
arrangement between which of the following countries? 
a) India and Russia 
b) India and Japan 
c) India and USA 
d) India and France 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: The Industrial Security Annex (ISA), signed between India and the U.S. at the 
second 2+2 dialogue in Washington, will open the door for U.S. defence companies to 
partner with the Indian private sector for several multi-billion dollar deals in the pipeline, 
especially the deal for 114 fighter jets.  

 The ISA is a part of the General Security Of Military Information Agreement 
(GSOMIA), which India signed with the U.S. long back.  

 It became critical as India opened up the defense sector to the private sector and the 
Strategic Partnership policy, which has few big military platforms and is reserved for 
the Indian private sector. U.S. companies are in the race for multi-billion dollar deal 
for 114 fighter jets, among other deals.  

Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.7) The “Information Fusion Centre for Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR)” is often seen in 
news is located in which of the country? 
a) India 
b) Thailand 
c) Sri Lanka 
d) Maldives 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The Information Fusion Centre for the Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR), an 
initiative of the Indian Navy and supported by the Government of India launched in 
December 2018, has started functioning. 
The IFC-IOR has been established at Gurugram along with the Information Management 
and Analysis Centre, jointly administered by the Indian Navy and Indian Coast Guard. 
Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.8) “Bishkek Declaration” is related to which of the following Organization? 
a) World Trade Organization 
b) UNCTAD 
c) Shangai Cooperation Oranization 
d) Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
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ANS: C 
Explanation: India and other members of the SCO condemned terrorism in all its forms 
and manifestations, and called on the international community to promote cooperation in 
combating the menace.  
According to the Bishkek Declaration of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization’s Heads of 
State Council, the member states stressed that acts of terrorism and extremism cannot be 
justified. 
Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.9) The “Inter-Governmental Negotiations (IGN)” is often seen in news is related to which 
of the following? 
a) UN Security Council reforms. 
b) UN resolution on International Terrorists. 
c) World Bank Group 
d) International Solar Alliance 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The G4 nations of Brazil, Germany, Japan and India have asserted that the 
mandate of the United Nations’ Inter-Governmental Negotiations is to achieve the long-
pending reforms of the UNSC and not endlessly debate it. 

 The Inter-Governmental Negotiations (IGN) format has long outlived its sell-by date 
and must be made transparent to ensure progress on the reform discussions, they 
said. 

 India has been calling for the reform of the UN Security Council (UNSC) along with 
Brazil, Germany and Japan for long, emphasising that it rightly deserves a place at 
the UN high table as a permanent member. 

 The G4 nations support each other’s bids for permanent seats on the UNSC. 
NOTE: In 2008 the General Assembly adopted Decision 62/557 “to commence 
intergovernmental negotiations (IGN) in informal plenary of the General Assembly”.  

 Up until the 22008 Decision was adopted, discussions on Security Council reform 
were nothing more than an oral exchange of views.  

 With the creation of the IGN, the aim was have a text on which discussions could be 
based.  

 The first round of the IGN was held on 19 February 2009.  
 The General Assembly has renewed its mandate annually, and it remains the 

principal vehicle for Council reform discussions today.  
 To date, the IGN has not been able to agree on a text to be negotiated 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.10) Consider the following statements regarding the “International Court of Justice (ICJ)”: 
1. The ICJ was established in 1945 by the same constitutive instrument as the Security 

Council, the UN Charter, to act as the principal judicial organ of the UN. 
2. Judgments given in contentious cases between states are binding on the parties. 
Which of the statements above given is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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ANS: C 
Explanation: The UN Charter envisioned a symbiotic relationship between the Security 
Council and the International Court of Justice (ICJ), the principal judicial organ of the UN.  

 However, the Council has scarcely made use of the ICJ as an instrument, or “tool”, 
in the exercise of its responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and 
security.  

 In its latest research report on the rule of law of 20 December 2016, Security 
Council Report examines the relationship between the Security Council and the ICJ, 
including options for enhancing that relationship to assist the Council in its work. 

 The ICJ was established in 1945 by the same constitutive instrument as the 
Security Council, the UN Charter, to act as the principal judicial organ of the UN.  

 The Statute of the Court is annexed to the Charter itself, meaning that all UN 
member states are automatically parties to the Statute.  

 The ICJ is mandated to settle contentious legal disputes submitted by states against 
other states in accordance with international law.  

 Judgments given in contentious cases between states are binding on the parties.  
 The Court also gives advisory opinions to the Council, the General Assembly and 

other authorized bodies on legal questions referred to it by these entities. 
Source: ICJ 
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Schemes 
 
Q.1) Consider the following statements regarding formation and promotion of Farmer 
Producers Organization (FPOs): 
1. It is a central sector scheme aims to establish 1 lakh FPOs in five years. 
2. It is implemented by District Rural Development Agency. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: formation and promotion of Farmer Producers Organization (FPOs) is a 
Central Sector Scheme under Department of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare 
(DAC&FW).  

 Its objective is to establish 10,000 FPOs in five years period from 2019-20 to 2023-
24 to ensure economies of scale for farmers.  

 It is implemented by- Small Farmers Agri-business Consortium (SFAC), National 
Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC) and National Bank for Agriculture 
and Rural Development (NABARD).  

 Also, States can nominate their Implementing Agency in consultation with 
DAC&FW. 

Source: PIB 
 
Q.2) Consider the following statements regarding Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maan-dhan Yojana 
(PM-KMY): 
1. It is an old age pension scheme to provide social security net to around 3 crore Small and 

Marginal old age farmers. 
2. There is no ceiling of land owned by those who are opted for this scheme. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: It is an old age pension scheme to provide social security net to around 3 
crore Small and Marginal old age farmers as they have minimal or no savings to provide for 
old age and to support them in the event of consequent loss of livelihood.  

 Small and Marginal Farmer (SMF) of age of 18- 40 years - a farmer who owns 
cultivable land up to 2 hectares as per land records of the concerned State/UT.  

 Exclusions: SMFs covered under any other statuary social security schemes such as 
National Pension Scheme (NPS), Employees’ State Insurance Corporation scheme, 
Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maan Dhan Yojana (PM-SYM) etc. 

Source: PIB 
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Q.3) Which of the following schemes/missions are subsumed under Krishonnati Yojana? 
1. National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA). 
2. Sub-Mission on Agriculture Extension (SMAE). 
3. Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH). 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: It is a Centrally Sponsored Umbrella Scheme that has been implemented 
since 2016-17. It comprises of 11 schemes / missions:  

 Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH)- to promote holistic 
growth of horticulture sector. 

 National Food Security Mission (NFSM) including National Mission on Oil Seeds and 
Oil Palm (NMOOP)- to increase production of rice, wheat, pulses, coarse cereals, 
oilseeds and commercial crops through area expansion, restoring soil fertility and 
improving productivity.  

 National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA)- to promote sustainable 
agriculture practices focusing on integrated farming, appropriate soil health 
management and synergizing resource conservation technology.  

 Sub-Mission on Agriculture Extension (SMAE)- to strengthen ongoing programmes 
of states/local bodies to achieve food security, empowering farmers, strengthen 
programme planning, ICT usage etc.  

 Sub-Mission on Seeds and Planting Material (SMSP)- to increase production of 
certified / quality seed, increase seed replacement rate (SRR) and upgrade the 
quality of farm saved seeds.  

 Sub-Mission on Agricultural Mechanization (SMAM)- to increase the reach of farm 
mechanization, promote ‘Custom Hiring Centres’ to offset the adverse economies of 
scale arising due to small landholding and high cost.  

 Sub-Mission on Plant Protection and Plan Quarantine- to minimize loss to quality 
and yield of agricultural crops, shield agricultural bio-security, facilitate exports and 
promote good agricultural practices.  

 Integrated Scheme on Agriculture Census, Economics and Statistics- to undertake 
the agriculture census, study of the cost of cultivation of principal crops, to 
undertake research studies on agro-economic problems etc.  

 Integrated Scheme on Agricultural Cooperation (ISAC)- to provide financial 
assistance for improving the economic conditions of cooperatives, remove regional 
imbalances.  

 Integrated Scheme on Agricultural Marketing (ISAM)- to develop and provide 
agricultural marketing infrastructure, promote innovative and latest technologies 
and integrate markets through a common online market platform.  

 National e-Governance Plan (NeGP-A) - to improve access of farmers to information 
&services, making available timely and relevant information to the farmers for 
increasing their agriculture productivity. 

Source: The Hindu 
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Q.4) Consider the following statements regarding Mission for Integrated Development of 
Horticulture (MIDH): 
1. It aims to promote holistic development of Horticulture sector (excluding bamboo & 

coconut). 
2. It is a Central Sector Scheme. 
Which of the statements given above is/are NOT correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme which was started from 2014-15 
comprising of following sub-schemes and areas of operation –  

 National Horticulture Mission: to promote holistic growth of horticulture sector 
through an area based regionally differentiated strategies  

 Horticulture Mission for North East & Himalayan States: It is a technology mission 
which focuses on production of quality planting material, organic farming, efficient 
water management etc.  

 Promote, develop and disseminate technologies and generate employment 
opportunities.  

 National Horticulture Board is implementing various schemes under Mission for 
Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH) in all States and UTs.  

 Coconut Development Board is implementing various schemes under Mission for 
Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH) in all Coconut growing states in the 
country.  

 Central Institute for Horticulture, Nagaland for providing technical back stopping 
through capacity building and training of farmers and Field functionaries in the 
North Eastern Region.  

It aims to promote holistic development of Horticulture sector (including bamboo & 
coconut). 
Source: PIB 
 
Q.5) Which of the following crops/programme is/are part of National Food Security 
Mission? 
a) Rice  
b) Wheat 
c) Seed village programme 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme which was launched in 2007.  

 From the years 2018-19 and 2019-20, NMOOP and Seed Village Programme are now 
a part of NFSM. 

 NFSM will have eight components viz. (i) NFSM- Rice; (ii) NFSM-Wheat; (iii) NFSM-
Pulses; (iv) NFSM-Coarse Cereals (Maize, Barley), (v) NFSM-Sub Mission on Nutri 
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Cereals; (vi) NFSM-Commercial Crops; (vii) NFSM-Oilseeds and Oilpalm; and (viii) 
NFSM-Seed Village Programme 

Source: PIB 
 
Q.6) Participatory Guarantee System for India is often seen in news is related to which of 
the following? 
a) MSMEs 
b) Solar energy 
c) Organic farming 
d) Energy efficiency 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: Its aim is to promote domestic organic market growth and also to enable S&M 
farmers to have easy access to organic certification, a decentralized organic farming 
certification system called PGS-India is being implemented by Department of Agriculture 
and Cooperation.  

 It is outside the framework of third-party system of certification (which is a pre-
requisite to enter export market of organic produce) and it is a group-certification 
system including farmers, traders and consumers (hence the name) and it is 
supported by PKVY scheme.  

 PGS ensures that their production takes place in accordance with laid-down quality 
standards. It is not applicable for off-farm activities like transport, storage etc.  

 The certification is in the form of a documented logo or a statement 
Source: PIB 
 
Q.7) Consider the following statements regarding the “Atal Bhujal Yojana”: 
1. It is a Central Sector Scheme aims to improve ground water management through 

community participation in identified priority areas in seven States. 
2. It is funded by Japan International Cooperation Agency. 
3. It pays special attention to those areas where groundwater was very low. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Atal Bhujal scheme to 
strengthen the institutional framework for participatory groundwater management and 
bringing about behavioral changes at the community level for sustainable groundwater 
resource management in seven States. 

 The scheme will be implemented in about 8,350 gram panchayats in 78 districts of 
Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh. 

 Of the total outlay of ₹6,000 crore to be provided from 2020-21 to 2024-25, 50% will 
be in the form of World Bank loan to be repaid by the Central government.  

 The remaining part will be made available via Central assistance from regular 
budgetary support. 

 The entire World Bank’s loan component and the Central assistance will be passed 
on to the States as grants.  
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 The Prime Minister said the scheme, or the guidelines related to the Jal Jeevan 
Mission, were big steps in proving the resolve to deliver water to every household in 
the country by 2024. 

 He said the Jal Jeevan Mission would work towards delivering piped water supply to 
every house and Atal Bhujal scheme would pay special attention to those areas 
where groundwater was very low. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.8) The term “Jeevan Pramaan” is often seen in news is related to which of the following? 
A. It is an AADHAR Biometric Authentication based digital life certificates for Pensioners 

and facilitates online submission. 
B. It is a marriage incentive scheme for inter-caste marriage. 
C. It is a pension scheme for landless labour in rural areas. 
D. It is a newly launched pension scheme for women employees. 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: One of the major requisite for the pensioners post their retirement from 
service, is to provide life certificates to the authorized pension disbursing agencies like 
Banks,Post offices etc., following which their pension is credited to their account.  

 In order to get this life certificate the individual drawing the pension is required to 
either personally present oneself before the Pension Disbursing Agency or have the 
Life Certificate issued by authority where they have served earlier and have it 
delivered to the disbursing agency. 

 Digital Life Certificate for Pensioners Scheme of the Government of India known as 
Jeevan Pramaan seeks to address this very problem by digitizing the whole process 
of securing the life certificate.  

 It aims to streamline the process of getting this certificate and making it hassle free 
and much easier for the pensioners.  

 With this initiative the pensioner’s requirement to physically present him/her in 
front of the disbursing agency or the certification authority will become a thing of 
the past benefiting the pensioners in a huge way and cutting down on unnecessary 
logistical hurdles. 

Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.9) Which of the following states are covered under the provisions of the Sixth Schedule of 
Indian Constitution? 
1. Assam 
2. Manipur 
3. Tripura 
4. Arunachal Pradesh 
5. Mizoram 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 1, 2 and 3 only 
c) 1, 3 and 5 only 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: The Sixth Schedule consists of provisions for the administration of tribal 
areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram, according to Article 244a of the Indian 
Constitution.  
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 Passed by the Constituent Assembly in 1949, it seeks to safeguard the rights of 
tribal population through the formation of Autonomous District Councils (ADC).  

 ADCs are bodies representing a district to which the Constitution has given varying 
degrees of autonomy within the state legislature.    

 The governors of these states are empowered to reorganize boundaries of the tribal 
areas. In simpler terms, she or he can choose to include or exclude any area, 
increase or decrease the boundaries and unite two or more autonomous districts 
into one.  

 They can also alter or change the names of autonomous regions without a separate 
legislation.   

Source: Laxmikanth 
 
Q.10) Consider the following statements regarding the “Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana 
Yojana (PMVVY)”: 
1. Minimum age for joining the scheme is 55 years. 
2. Policy term for the scheme is 20 years. 
3. It is exempted from GST. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 only 
d) 3 only 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana (PMVVY) is a Pension Scheme 
announced by the Government of India exclusively for the senior citizens aged 60 years and 
above which was available from 4th May, 2017 to 31st March, 2020.  

 The scheme is now extended up to 31st March, 2023 for a further period of three 
years beyond 31st March, 2020. 

 Pension is payable at the end of each period, during the policy term of 10 years, as 
per the frequency of monthly/ quarterly/ half-yearly/ yearly as chosen by the 
pensioner at the time of purchase. 

 The scheme is exempted from GST. 
 Loan up to 75% of Purchase Price shall be allowed after 3 policy years (to meet the 

liquidity needs).  
 Loan interest shall be recovered from the pension installments and loan to be 

recovered from claim proceeds. 
 On death of the pensioner during the policy term of 10 years, the Purchase Price 

shall be paid to the beneficiary. 
Source: The Hindu 
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Schemes & Miscellaneous 
 
Q.1) Which of the following is/are beneficiaries of Kisan Credit Card? 
1. Individual Farmers 
2. Oral lessees 
3. Share croppers 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: KCC aims to provide adequate and timely credit support from the banking 
system under single window. The beneficiaries are: 

 All farmers’ individuals/Joint borrowers who are owner cultivators. 
 Tenant farmers, Oral lessees and Share Croppers etc.  
 SHGs or Joint Liability Groups of farmers including tenant farmers, share croppers 

etc. 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.2) Project ARYA is often seen in news is related to which of the following? 
a) Agriculture 
b) Space Technology 
c) Nuclear reactors 
d) Artificial Intelligence 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The GOI launched ARYA – “Attracting and Retaining Youth in Agriculture” in 
2015.  

 It is implemented through Krishi Vigyan Kendra in one district from each State.  
 KVKs will involve the Agricultural Universities and ICAR Institutes as Technology 

Partners.  
 In one district, 200-300 rural youths will be identified for their skill development in 

entrepreneurial activities and establishment of related micro-enterprise units.  
 At KVKs also one or two enterprise units will be established so that they serve as 

entrepreneurial training units for farmers. 
Source: PIB 
 
Q.3) Consider the following statements regarding National Agricultural Higher Education 
Project (NAHEP): 
1. It accentuates the relevance and quality of higher agricultural education in selected 

Agricultural Universities. 
2. It is funded by NABARD and Government of India in equal share. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
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d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation:  The objectives of NAHEP are: 

 Accentuate the relevance and quality of higher agricultural education in selected 
AUs  

 Student and faculty development  
 Improve learning outcomes, employability and entrepreneurship; and  
 Enhancing institutional and system management effectiveness 

It will be funded by the World Bank and the Indian Government on a 50 : 50 basis. 
Source: PIB 
 
Q.4) Which of the following pulses are grown under Accelerated Pulses Production 
Program? 
1. Green Gram 
2. Bengal Gram 
3. Lentil 
4. Red gram 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 1, 2 and 3 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: Accelerated Pulses Production Program aims to demonstrate plant nutrients 
and plant protection centric improved technologies and management practices in compact 
units of 1000 hectares each for five major pulse crops viz. Bengal gram, Black gram 
(Urdbean), Red gram (Arhar), Green gram (Moongbean), and Lentil (Masur)  

 It is 100 % funding by Union Ministry of Agriculture and implemented under the 
NFSM-Pulses.  

 It has been conceptualised to take up the active propagation of key technologies 
such as Integrated Nutrient Management (INM) and Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM).  

 Department of Agriculture Cooperation and farmer welfare is implementing this 
programme through i) Commissioners/Directors of Agriculture of pulse producing 
states, and ii) Central Government Institutes: NCIPM of ICAR. 

Source: PIB 
 
Q.5) Consider the following statements regarding the “output gap”: 
1. It refers to the difference between the actual output of the economy and its maximum 

potential. 
2. It is used by policy makers to gauge inflation. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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ANS: C 
Explanation: The output gap is an economic measure of the difference between the actual 
output of an economy and its potential output.  

 Potential output is the maximum amount of goods and services an economy can 
turn out when it is most efficient—that is, at full capacity.  

 Often, potential output is referred to as the production capacity of the economy. 
 Policymakers often use potential output to gauge inflation and typically define it as 

the level of output consistent with no pressure for prices to rise or fall.  
 In this context, the output gap is a summary indicator of the relative demand and 

supply components of economic activity.  
 As such, the output gap measures the degree of inflation pressure in the economy 

and is an important link between the real sides of the economy—which produces 
goods and services—and inflation.  

 All else equal, if the output gap is positive over time, so that actual output is greater 
than potential output, prices will begin to rise in response to demand pressure in 
key markets.  

 Similarly, if actual output falls below potential output over time, prices will begin to 
fall to reflect weak demand. 

Source: Economic Survey 
 
Q.6) Which of the following is/are beneficiaries of STREE SWABHIMAN? 
1. Women entrepreneurs from metropolitan areas 
2. Women entrepreneurs from rural areas 
3. Women entrepreneurs from semi urban areas 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: To facilitate the society at large by empowering its women entrepreneurs to 
not only provide sanitary pads at their common service centers (CSCs) but also to educate 
women to overcome this social taboo & encourage usage of sanitary pads. 
Rural and semi-urban women entrepreneurs are the beneficiaries. 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.7) “Gyan Circle Ventures” is often seen in news is related to which of the following? 
a) ISRO 
b) MeitY 
c) ICAR 
d) CSIR 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: It is a MeitY funded Technology Business Incubator of Indian Institute of 
Information Technology, Sri City (Chittoor), Andhra Pradesh.  
It would function as a Technology Incubation and Development of Entrepreneurs (TIDE 2.0) 
incubation center to promote deep-tech entrepreneurship through financial and technical 
support to incubators engaged in using emerging technologies such as IoT, AI, Block-chain, 
Robotics etc. 
Source: The Hindu 
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Q.8) Consider the following statements regarding tigers: 
1. There are 70 tiger reserves in India which are governed by Project Tiger. 
2. India is home to 70% of tigers in the world. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: There are 50 tiger reserves in India which are governed by Project Tiger which 
is administrated by the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA). 
India is home to 70% of tigers in the world. In 2006, there were 1,411 tigers which 
increased to 1,706 in 2010 and 2,226 in 2014, according to the NTCA. 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.9) Which of the following pair (s) is/are correctly matched? 
 Archaeological Site :  State 
1. Daojali Hading  :  Meghalaya 
2. Chirand  :  Bihar 
3. Koldihwa  :  Uttar Pradesh 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 3 only 
d) 2 only 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: Chirand: Chirand is a place in Saran district of bihar and has significant 
importance archaeological and historical study of bihar as well as India.  

 In Chapra-Sonpur road, Chirand Village is situated near Doriiganj has its 
unprecedented archaeological, historical and cultural heritage.  

 This region was dominated by Charo Dynasty hence it was named Chirand.  
 In 1871, Sir W. W Hunter brought light to the archaeological significance of this 

area.  
Daojali Hading: The excavation site at Daojali Hading (Assam) occupies an important place 
in the archaeological history of India as the first evidence of an Eastern Asiatic Neolithic 
complex of double-shouldered Celts and cord-marked pottery in India was reported from 
there.  

 The discovery had put Northeast India on the Neolithic map of the world for the first 
time. 

 However, the precise age of the artifacts were not known. 
Koldihwa: Belan Valley in Uttar Pradesh near Prayag in Uttar Pradesh is one site where 
evidences of Paleolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic sites have been found in sequence.  

 The prehistoric sites of Belan valley include Mahgara, Chopani Mando, and 
Koldihwa.  

 Koldihwa in Belan valley has provided earliest evidence of rice cultivation. 
Source: The Hindu 
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Q.10) Consider the following statements regarding “writs”: 
1. The Supreme Court and the high courts can issue the writs. 
2. President can empower can empower any other court to issue writs. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: The Supreme Court (under Article 32) and the high courts (under Article 226) 
can issue the writs of habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition, certiorari and quo-warranto.  

 Further, the Parliament (under Article 32) can empower any other court to issue 
these writs.  

 Since no such provision has been made so far, only the Supreme Court and the high 
courts can issue the writs and not any other court. 

Source: Laxmikanth 
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Schemes & Miscellaneous 
 
Q.1) Consider the following statements regarding Fund of Funds for Startups: 
1. It was set up by government with a corpus of 10,000 cr. 
2. It is managed by Ministry of Finance. 
Which of the statements above given is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation:  
Fund of Funds for Startups (FFS) has been setup with a corpus of Rs. 10,000 crores 
managed by SIDBI.  
Government participates in the capital of SEBI registered Alternate Investment Funds 
(AIFs), known as daughter funds, who in turn invest in Indian startups through 
equity/equity linked instruments. 
Source: PIB 
 
Q.2) Consider the following statements regarding Champion Services Sector Scheme 
(CSSS): 
1. It is a Central Sector scheme to boost services exports across broad range of services. 
2. 12 Champion services sectors have been identified for the scheme. 
Which of the statements above given is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: It is a Central Sector, umbrella scheme of Department of Commerce for the 
period 2019-20 to 2023-24.  

 12 Champion services sectors have been identified to give focused attention on their 
promotion. Example: IT & ITeS, tourism, legal services, financial services etc.  

 Ministries/Departments concerned with these sectors have been directed to finalize 
and implement the Action Plans for the identified Champion Services Sectors which 
in effect would be their sectoral schemes operating under the umbrella scheme 
CSSS. Example: nodal ministry for CSSS: IT & ITeS is Ministry of electronics and 
technology.  

 The respective line Ministries/Departments will also finalize a monitoring 
mechanism to monitor implementation under the overall guidance of the Committee 
of Secretaries (CoS) under Cabinet Secretary.  

 A dedicated fund of Rs. 5000 crores has been proposed to be established to support 
initiatives for sectoral Action Plans of the Champion Sectors. 

Source: PIB 
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Q.3) Niryat Bandhu Scheme is often seen in news is related to which of the following? 
a) Entrepreneurship 
b) Agriculture 
c) Space technology 
d) Public Sector Banks 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: Announced as part of Foreign Trade Policy 2009-14 in 2011 to focus on 
mentoring the first generation entrepreneurs in the field of international trade. 
Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.4) Consider the following statements regarding Bharat Net Project: 
1. It aims to provide a minimum bandwidth of 2gbps to each of the 2.5lakh Gram 

Panchayats. 
2. It is being implemented by a special purpose vehicle named Bharat Broadband Network 

Ltd. set up under Companies Act. 
3. It is being funded by the Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF). 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: It aims to provide a minimum bandwidth of 100 Mbps to each of the 2.5 
lakhs GPs.  

 It will facilitate delivery of e-governance, e-health, e-education, e-banking, public 
internet access, G2C, B2B, P2P, B2C etc., weather, agricultural and other services 
to rural India.  

 It is the new brand name of NOFN (National Optic Fibre Network) which is being 
implemented in three phases.  

 First phase – Envisaged to provide one lakh gram panchayats with broadband 
connectivity by laying underground optic fibre cable lines with deadline of 31st 
December 2017, which was achieved. 

 Second Phase – It will provide connectivity to all 2,50,000 Panchayats using an 
optimal miz of underground fibre, fibre over powerlines, radio and satellite media to 
be completed by March 2019.  

 Third Phase – It will be implemented from 2019 to 2023 during which state-of-the-
art, future proof network, including fiber between districts and blocks, with ring 
topology would be created.  

 It is being implemented by a special purpose vehicle named Bharat Broadband 
Network Ltd. set up under Companies Act.  

 It is being funded by the Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF). 
Source: PIB 
 
Q.5) Sampoorna Bima Gram Yojana is implemented by which of the following? 
a) Department of Agriculture 
b) Department of Cooperation 
c) Department of Finance 
d) Department of Posts 
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ANS: D 
Explanation: Sampoorna Bima Gram Yojana aims to provide affordable life insurance 
services to people living in rural areas of the country through the postal network.  

 It will identify at least one village (having a minimum of 100 households) in each of 
the revenue districts of the country and cover all households with a minimum of one 
RPLI (Rural Postal Life Insurance) policy.  

 All villages under Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana would also be covered under the 
scheme to turn them into Sampoorna Beema Gram. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.6) Which of the following statements is/are correct about “Red soils” in India? 
1. It is formed as a result of weathering of metamorphic and igneous rocks. 
2. It is rich in nitrogen content but lacks potash, humus and phosphate content. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: Red soil is formed as a result of weathering of metamorphic and igneous 
rocks.  

 The red color of the soil comes from the high percentage of iron content.  
 The soil's texture varies from being sandy to clayey, but it is mainly loamy. 
 Red soil is rich in potash content but lacks phosphate, humus and nitrogen content.  
 The red soil is found in regions such as Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, 

Odisha, some parts of Karnataka and southeast Maharashtra. 
Source: NCERT 
 
Q.7) “Havana Syndrome” is often seen in news is related to which of the following? 
a) Microwave radiation 
b) Space debris 
c) Plastic waste 
d) Nuclear waste 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: Recently, a report by the National Academies of Sciences (NAS), USA has 
found directed microwave radiation to be the plausible cause of the Havana syndrome. 

 In late 2016, USA diplomats and other employees stationed in Havana (capital of 
Cuba) reported feeling ill after hearing strange sounds and experiencing odd 
physical sensations. 

 The symptoms included nausea, severe headaches, fatigue, dizziness, sleep 
problems, and hearing loss, which have since come to be known as the Havana 
Syndrome. 

 The more chronic problems suffered by Havana personnel included 
mainly vestibular processing and cognitive problems as well 
as insomnia and headache. 

 While the symptoms have resolved for some of the affected employees, for others, the 
effects have lingered and posed a significant obstacle to their work and affected the 
normal functioning of lives. 

Source: The Hindu 
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Q.8) With reference to the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), which of the following statements 
is/are correct? 
1. The basic concept of NAM originated during Bandung conference. 
2. The First NAM Summit Conference took place in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, in 1961. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: The Non-Aligned Movement was formed during the Cold War, largely on the 
initiative of then-Yugoslav President Josip Broz Tito, as an organization of States that did 
not seek to formally align themselves with either the United States or the Soviet Union, but 
sought to remain independent or neutral.  

 The basic concept for the group originated in 1955 during discussions that took 
place at the Asia-Africa Bandung Conference held in Indonesia. 

 The First NAM Summit Conference took place in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, in September 
1961. 

Source: Laxmikanth 
 
Q.9) With reference to the Panchayati Raj Institutions, arrange the following committee in 
chronological order of their formation: 
1. Ashok Mehta Committee 
2. Balwant Rai Mehta Committee 
3. L.M. Singhvi Committee 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
a) 1-2-3 
b) 2-3-1 
c) 2-1-3 
d) 1-3-2 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation:  Committees related to Panchayati Raj Institutions: 

 Balvantrai Mehta Committee, appointed in January 1957, submits its report on 24 
November 1957. 

 Ashok Mehta Committee on working of panchayats, appointed on 12 December 
1977, submits its report on 21 August 1978. 

 L.M. Singhvi Committee submits its report on 27 November 1986. It recommends 
constitutional status for panchayats. 

Source: Laxmikanth 
 
Q.10) ‘Polavaram irrigation project’ is recently in news, it is being constructed on which of 
the following river? 
a) Godavari 
b) Krishna 
c) Pennar 
d) Cauvery 
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ANS: A 
Explanation: The Polavaram Irrigation Project on River Godavari is a Multipurpose one 
conferring Irrigation benefits in the upland areas of Visakhapatnam, East Godavari, West 
Godavari and Krishna Districts. 
Source: The Hindu 
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Revision 
 
Q.1) Consider the following statements regarding “SAFE PLUS” scheme: 
1. It is launched by SIDBI to provide interest free loans. 
2. It has been especially introduced to provide emergency working capital against confirmed 

government orders. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: To help support the efforts to address the COVID-19 emergency, SIDBI is 
supporting MSMEs manufacturing products or providing services related to fighting the 
Coronavirus with the launch of two schemes- the SIDBI Assistance to Facilitate Emergency 
response against coronavirus (SAFE scheme) and SAFE Plus.  

 Under the schemes, loans are being extended at a low rate of interest of 5% within 
48 hours.  

 SAFE Plus has been especially introduced to provide emergency working capital 
against confirmed government orders, with the same rate of interest of 5%. 

Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.2) Consider the following statements regarding “Index of Industrial Production (IIP)”: 
1. IIP is a composite indicator that measures changes in the volume of production of a 

basket of industrial products. 
2. The Base year of IIP is 2011 - 12. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: The Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is a composite indicator that 
measures changes in the volume of production of a basket of industrial products.  

 The index is compiled and published monthly by the Central Statistical Organisation 
(CSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme. It is implemented six weeks after the 
reference month ends, i.e a lag of six weeks.  

 The Base Year of the Index of Eight Core Industries has been revised from the year 
2004-05 to 2011-12 from April, 2017. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.3) “Arabithittu Wildlife Sanctuary” is located in which of the following state? 
a) Kerala 
b) Karnataka 
c) Andhra Pradesh 
d) Telangana 
 



PRELIMS	MARATHON	COMPILATION	FOR	THE	MONTH	OF	JANUARY	THIRD	WEEK,	2022	

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS‐ the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

ForumIAS 

ANS: B 
Explanation: Arabithittu Wildlife Sanctuary comprises of Arabithittu State Forest located in 
Hunsur Taluk of Mysore district of Karnataka State.  

 It lies between latitudinal range 12º 17' 16" to 12º 20' 41" North and longitudinal 
range 76º 22' 43" to 76º 28' 51" East. Formerly this area was in Hunsur Territorial 
range.  

 All the sides of the sanctuary are surrounded by private agricultural land except in 
the North east portion which belongs to the Defence Research Development 
Organisation of Ministry of Defence.  

 Since the area is very small zonation is not done. Zone of influence outside the 
boundary is agricultural fields.  

 The boundary of the sanctuary is consolidated by erecting chain link mesh by 
Defence Research Development Organisation of Ministry of Defence.  

 Even then, the pressure for grazing land by the adjacent farmers is high. Nearby 
quarries in the private land have been banned from operation. 

Source: The Hindu 
 
Q.4) Which of the following is/are recommendations of “Sarkaria Commission”? 
1. Permanent Inter-state council should be established under article 263. 
2. Residuary powers of taxation should be continue with parliament. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: In 1983, the Central government appointed a three-member Commission on 
Centre–state relations under the chairmanship of R S Sarkaria, a retired judge of the 
Supreme Court. The Commission made 247 recommendations to improve Centre–state 
relations. The important recommendations are mentioned below: 

 A permanent Inter-State Council called the Inter-Governmental Council should be 
set up under Article 263. 

 Article 356 (President’s Rule) should be used very sparingly, in extreme cases as a 
last resort when all the available alternatives fail. 

 The institution of All-India Services should be further strengthened and some more 
such services should be created. 

 The residuary powers of taxation should continue to remain with the Parliament, 
while the other residuary powers should be placed in the Concurrent List. 

 When the president withholds his assent to the state bills, the reasons should be 
communicated to the state government. 

Source: Laxmikanth 
 
Q.5) Consider the following statements regarding “Zonal Councils”: 
1. They are established under States Reorganization Act, 1956. 
2. Act divided the country into five zonal councils. 
3. The Prime Minister is the chairman of the zonal councils. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
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d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: The Zonal Councils are the statutory (and not the constitutional) bodies. They 
are established by an Act of the Parliament, that is, States Reorganisation Act of 1956.  

 The act divided the country into five zones (Northern, Central, Eastern, Western and 
Southern) and provided a zonal council for each zone.  

 Each zonal council consists of the following members: (a) home minister of Central 
government. (b) Chief Ministers of all the States in the zone. (c) Two other ministers 
from each state in the zone. (d) Administrator of each union territory in the zone.  

 The home minister of Central government is the common chairman of the five zonal 
councils.  

 Each chief minister acts as a vice-chairman of the council by rotation, holding office 
for a period of one year at a time. 

Source: Laxmikanth 
 
Q.6) The famous “trial of Raja Nand Kumar” is related to which of the following Governor 
General? 
a) Robert Clive 
b) Lord Hastings 
c) Warren Hastings 
d) Lord Cornwallis 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: The trial of Raja Nand Kumar is an example of how arbitrary and capricious 
the justice of administration was in British India.  

 This trial is popularly known as the judicial murder of Raja Nand Kumar.  
 This is a historically significant trial because later on this trial became a major 

ground for the impeachment of Governor General Warren Hastings and Chief 
Justice Impey of the Supreme Court of Calcutta, by the House of Commons, after 
they returned to England. 

Source: Grover & Grover 
 
Q.7) Consider the following statements regarding “Cornwallis Code”: 
1. Permanent settlement is the main subject of the Cornwallis Code. 
2. New code is based on the principle of separation of powers. 
3. A gradation of civil courts setup. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: D 
Explanation: Lord Cornwallis, the British Governor General of India, introduced 48 
regulations in 1793 which are generally known as the Cornwallis Code.  

 This Code originated from a number of earlier regulations, viz, the orders and 
regulations introduced between 1772 and 1790, Hindu and Muslim laws, traditional 
institutions, the regulations of permanent settlement, and the British laws.  

 The aim of the Cornwallis Code was to introduce an institutional code of law and an 
administrative system suitable for British colonial state.  
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 On 1 May 1793, Cornwallis announced his Code. Permanent settlement is the main 
subject of the Cornwallis Code.  

 Earlier, the District Collector was at the same time the tax administrator, judge and 
magistrate.  

 Now, a judge is appointed for every district and by separating the judiciary from the 
administration, judicial and magisterial power is vested with the judge.  

 A gradation of civil courts was set up. 
Source: Grover & Grover 
 
Q.8) Consider the following statements regarding “5G”: 
1. It is a wireless communication technology uses radio waves or radio frequency (RF) 

energy to transmit and receive data. 
2. It will provide the capacity and bandwidth to accommodate technologies such as Internet 

of Things. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANS: C 
Explanation: 5G is a wireless communication technology using radio waves or radio 
frequency (RF) energy to transmit and receive data.  

 It is the next generation mobile networks technology after 4G LTE networks.  
 5G technologies will enter services gradually, beginning in 2019 and advance to a 

full range of services by 2024.  
 5G will provide the capacity and bandwidth as per the need of the user to 

accommodate technologies such as Internet of Things.  
 It will provide Faster Data Speed, Ultra-low latency etc. 

Source: ForumIAS factly 
 
Q.9) “It is the point at which a country’s economy is most efficiently producing its various 
goods and services and, therefore, allocating its resources in the best way possible”- defines 
which of the following? 
a) Production Possibility Frontier 
b) Indifference Curve 
c) Supply Curve 
d) Demand Curve 
 
ANS: A 
Explanation: An allocation of the scarce resource of the economy gives rise to a particular 
combination of different goods and services.  

 Given the total amount of resources, it is possible to allocate the resources in many 
different ways and, thereby achieving different mixes of all possible goods and 
services.  

 The collection of all possible combinations of the goods and services that can be 
produced from a given amount of resources and a given stock of technological 
knowledge is called the production possibility set/frontier of the economy. 

Source: Ramesh Singh 
 
Q.10) Which of the following subsidies is/are covered under “Green Box of WTO”? 
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1. Public storage for food security. 
2. Pest and disease control. 
3. Government policies of Minimum Support Prices. 
Choose the correct code from below given options: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANS: B 
Explanation: The agricultural subsidies which cause minimal or no distortions to trade are 
put under the green box. They must not involve price support.  

 This box basically includes all forms of government expenses, which are not targeted 
at a particular product, and all direct income support programmes to farmers, 
which are not related to current levels of production or prices.  

 This is a very wide box and includes all government subsidies like—public storage 
for food security, pest and disease control, research and extension, and some direct 
payments to farmers that do not stimulate production like restructuring of 
agriculture, environmental protection, regional development, crop and income 
insurance, etc. 

Source: Ramesh Singh 
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 Laws, Bills & Miscellaneous 

 

Q.1) Consider the following statements regarding the Government of National Capital 

Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2021: 

1. It provides a framework for the functioning of the Legislative Assembly and the 

government of the National Capital Territory (NCT) of Delhi. 
2. The Bill provides that such Rules must be consistent with the Rules of Procedure and 

Conduct of Business in the Rajya Sabha. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

ANS: A 

Explanation: The Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2021 
was introduced in Lok Sabha on March 15, 2021.   

 The Bill amends the Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi Act, 1991.   

 The Act provides a framework for the functioning of the Legislative Assembly and the 

government of the National Capital Territory (NCT) of Delhi.   

 The Bill amends certain powers and responsibilities of the Legislative Assembly and 
the Lieutenant Governor.  

 The Act allows the Legislative Assembly to make Rules to regulate the procedure and 

conduct of business in the Assembly.   

 The Bill provides that such Rules must be consistent with the Rules of Procedure 
and Conduct of Business in the Lok Sabha. 

Source: PRSINDIA 

 

Q.2) Consider the following statements regarding the Insurance (Amendment) Bill, 2021: 

1. It increases the limit on foreign investment in an Indian insurance company from 24% to 

49%. 
2. It removes restrictions on ownership and control. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

ANS: B 

Explanation: The Insurance (Amendment) Bill, 2021 was introduced in Rajya Sabha by the 

Minister of Corporate Affairs, Ms. Nirmala Sitharaman, on March 15, 2021.  The Bill 

amends the Insurance Act, 1938.   

 The Act provides the framework for functioning of insurance businesses and 

regulates the relationship between an insurer, its policyholders, its shareholders, 

and the regulator (the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India).   

 The Bill seeks to increase the maximum foreign investment allowed in an Indian 

insurance company.  

 The Act allows foreign investors to hold up to 49% of the capital in an Indian 

insurance company, which must be owned and controlled by an Indian entity.   
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 The Bill increases the limit on foreign investment in an Indian insurance company 

from 49% to 74%, and removes restrictions on ownership and control.   

 However, such foreign investment may be subject to additional conditions as 

prescribed by the central government. 

Source: PRSINDIA 

 

Q.3) The “electricity” falls under which of the following list of 7th schedule? 

a) State list 

b) Concurrent list 

c) Union list 

d) Residuary list 

ANS: B 

Explanation: Item 38 in List III of the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution of India places 

electricity in the concurrent list, that is, on which both the central and state governments 

have jurisdiction. 

Source: Laxmikanth 

 

Q.4) Highest numbers of PVTGs are located in which of the following state? 

a) Madhya Pradesh 

b) Odisha 

c) Tamil Nadu 

d) Karnataka 

ANS: B 

Explanation: 75 tribal groups have been categorized by Ministry of Home Affairs as 

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG)’s.  

 PVTGs reside in 18 States and UT of A&N Islands.  

 The Ministry of Tribal Affairs implements the Scheme of “Development of 

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)” exclusively for them. 
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PVTGs are more vulnerable among the tribal groups. Due to this factor, more developed and 

assertive tribal groups take a major chunk of the tribal development funds, because of 

which PVTGs need more funds directed for their development.  

In this context, in 1975, the Government of India initiated to identify the most vulnerable 

tribal groups as a separate category called PVTGs and declared 52 such groups, while in 

1993 an additional 23 groups were added to the category, making it a total of 75 PVTGs out 

of 705 Scheduled Tribes, spread over 17 states and one Union Territory (UT), in the country 

(2011 census). 

Source: MOTA 
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Q.5) Which of the following Act/rule defines the “minor forest produce”? 

a) Indian forests act, 1878 

b) Indian forests act, 1927 

c) The Provisions of the Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 

d) Recognition of Forest Rights Act, 2006 

ANS: D 

Explanation: The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of 

Forest Rights) Act, 2006 defines a Minor Forest Produce (MFP) as all non-timber forest 

produce of plant origin and includes bamboo, brushwood, stumps, canes, Tusser, cocoon, 

honey, waxes, Lac, tendu/kendu leaves, medicinal plants and herbs, roots, tuber and the 

like. 

Source: PRSINDIA 

 

Q.6) Consider the following statements regarding the “price stabilization fund scheme”: 

1. It helps to regulate the price volatility of important agri-horticultural commodities. 

2. It provides for maintaining a strategic buffer of aforementioned commodities for 

subsequent calibrated release to moderate price volatility. 

3. Department of Agriculture, Cooperation & Famers Welfare (DAC&FW) is the nodal agency 

to implement the scheme. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

ANS: B 

Explanation: The Price Stabilization Fund (PSF) was set up in 2014-15 under the 

Department of Agriculture, Cooperation & Famers Welfare (DAC&FW).  

 The PSF scheme was later transferred from DAC&FW to the Department of 

Consumer Affairs (DOCA) in 2016.  

 The fund is to help regulate the price volatility of important agri-horticultural 

commodities like onion, and potatoes. Pulses were also added subsequently.  

 The scheme provides for maintaining a strategic buffer of aforementioned 

commodities for subsequent calibrated release to moderate price volatility and 

discourages hoarding and unscrupulous speculation.  

 For building such stock, the scheme promotes direct purchase from 

farmers/farmers‘association at farm gate/Mandi.  

 The PSF is utilized for granting interest free advance of working capital to Central 

Agencies, State/UT Governments/Agencies to undertake market intervention 

operations. 

Source: PIB 
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Q.7) The “SAKALA scheme” - to curb corruption in public service delivery in key 

departments is launched by which of the following state? 

a) Tamil Nadu 

b) Maharashtra 

c) Gujarat 

d) Karnataka 

ANS: D 

Explanation: The scheme is being implemented in the State of Karnataka to curb 

corruption in public service delivery in key departments.  

 More than 725 services are being provided under this mission.  

 Now, the state government has proposed to launch the version 2 of SAKALA scheme 

with the existing SAKALA-1 fails to curb corruption.  

 SAKALA -2 will address shortcomings in the existing Act by including a provision for 

imposing penalty of Rs. 250 per day for delay in addressing complaints. 

Source: PIB 

 

Q.8)  Recently, government of India announced the tax cuts for Corporations. What would 

be the likely impact on economy due to tax cuts? 

1. It will raise the animal spirits of investors. 

2. It will put more money on the hands of private sector. 

3. It will raise the exports. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 and 3 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 2 and 3 only 

ANS: A 

Explanation: Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced a significant cut in 

corporate tax rates, thus bringing down the effective tax rate (including various cesses and 

surcharges) on corporations from 35% to 25%.  

 Also under the new corporate tax policy, new companies that set up manufacturing 

facilities in India starting in October and commence production before the end of 

March, 2023 will be taxed at an effective rate of 17%.  

 Following the government’s decision, both the NIFTY and the SENSEX rose over 5%, 

which is their biggest one-day rise in a decade. 

 Tax cuts, by putting more money in the hands of the private sector, can offer people 

more incentive to produce and contribute to the economy. Thus the present tax cut 

can help the wider economy grow.  

 The corporate tax rate, it is worth noting, is also a major determinant of how 

investors allocate capital across various economies.  

 So there is constant pressure on governments across the world to offer the lowest 

tax rates in order to attract investors.  

 The present cut in taxes can make India more competitive on the global stage by 

making Indian corporate tax rates comparable to that of rates in East Asia.  

 The tax cut, however, is expected to cause a yearly revenue loss of ₹1.45 lakh crore 

to the government which is struggling to meet its fiscal deficit target.  
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 At the same time, if it manages to sufficiently revive the economy, the present tax 

cut can help boost tax collections and compensate for the loss of revenue. 

Source: The Hindu 

 

Q.9) Which part of Indian Constitution deals with the official language? 

a) Part XVII 

b) Part XV 

c) Part XVI 

d) Part XII 

ANS: A 

Explanation: Part XVII of the Indian Constitution deals with the official language in Articles 

343 to 351. The Constitutional provisions relating to the Eighth Schedule occur in Article 

344 (1) and 351 (Part XVII) of the Constitution. 

Source: Laxmikanth 

 

Q.10) Which of the following species is/are found in National Chambal Sanctuary? 

1. Gharials 

2. Fresh water river dolphins 

3. Smooth-coated otters 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

ANS: D 

Explanation: The National Chambal Sanctuary, that stretches over the Chambal River (that 

spreads to Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan).  

 The sanctuary was granted Protected Area Status in 1979, to revive the gharial 

population that was once subject to rampant poaching.  

 This river is home to freshwater river dolphins.  

 The river is home to a variety of birds as well, including sandpipers and egrets and 

bar-headed geese.  

 The red-naped ibis and Ruddy shelduck, as well as painted storks that added a dash 

of colour to the stark landscape.  

 The famed gharials, crocodiles and the critically endangered red-crowned roofed 

turtles. 

 The smooth-coated otters reside in Chambal Sanctuary 

Source: The Hindu 
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Bills, Laws & Miscellaneous 

 

Q.1) Consider the following statements regarding Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce 

(Promotion and Facilitation) Bill, 2020: 

1. It allows intra-state and inter-state trade of farmers’ produce beyond the physical 

premises of APMC markets. 

2. State governments are prohibited to collect any levy, market fee or cess outside the 

APMCs area. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

ANS: C 

Explanation: Trade of farmers’ produce: The Bill allows intra-state and inter-state trade of 

farmers’ produce outside: (i) the physical premises of market yards run by market 

committees formed under the state APMC Acts and (ii) other markets notified under the 

state APMC Acts.  Such trade can be conducted in an ‘outside trade area’, i.e., any place of 

production, collection, and aggregation of farmers’ produce including: (i) farm gates, (ii) 

factory premises, (iii) warehouses, (iv) silos, and (v) cold storages. 

 Electronic trading: The Bill permits the electronic trading of scheduled farmers’ 

produce (agricultural produce regulated under any state APMC Act) in the specified 

trade area.  An electronic trading and transaction platform may be set up to 

facilitate the direct and online buying and selling of such produce through electronic 

devices and internet.  

 The following entities may establish and operate such platforms: (i) companies, 

partnership firms, or registered societies, having permanent account number under 

the Income Tax Act, 1961 or any other document notified by the central government, 

and (ii) a farmer producer organisation or agricultural cooperative society. 

 Market fee abolished: The Bill prohibits state governments from levying any market 

fee, cess or levy on farmers, traders, and electronic trading platforms for trade of 

farmers’ produce conducted in an ‘outside trade area’. 

Source: PRSINDIA 

 

Q.2) Consider the following statements regarding The Farmers (Empowerment and 

Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services Bill, 2020: 

1. The price of farming produce should be mentioned in the agreement. 

2. The maximum period of an agreement will be is 20 years. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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ANS: A  

Explanation: Farming agreement: The bill provides for a farming agreement between a 

farmer and a buyer prior to the production or rearing of any farm produce.  The minimum 

period of an agreement will be one crop season, or one production cycle of livestock.  The 

maximum period is five years, unless the production cycle is more than five years. 

 Pricing of farming produce: The price of farming produce should be mentioned in the 

agreement.  For prices subjected to variation, a guaranteed price for the produce 

and a clear reference for any additional amount above the guaranteed price must be 

specified in the agreement.  Further, the process of price determination must be 

mentioned in the agreement. 

 Dispute Settlement: A farming agreement must provide for a conciliation board as 

well as a conciliation process for settlement of disputes.  The Board should have a 

fair and balanced representation of parties to the agreement.  At first, all disputes 

must be referred to the board for resolution.  If the dispute remains unresolved by 

the Board after thirty days, parties may approach the Sub-divisional Magistrate for 

resolution.  Parties will have a right to appeal to an Appellate Authority (presided by 

collector or additional collector) against decisions of the Magistrate.  Both the 

Magistrate and Appellate Authority will be required to dispose of a dispute within 

thirty days from the receipt of application.  The Magistrate or the Appellate Authority 

may impose certain penalties on the party contravening the agreement.  However, no 

action can be taken against the agricultural land of farmer for recovery of any dues. 

Source: PRSINDIA 

 

Q.3) The Essential Commodities (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020 provides that the central 

government may regulate the supply of certain food items including cereals, pulses, 

potatoes, onions, edible oilseeds, and oils, only under extraordinary circumstances. Which 

of the following is/are comes under extraordinary circumstances? 

1. Extraordinary price rise 

2. Famine 

3. Natural calamity of grave nature 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

ANS: D 

Explanation: The Essential Commodities Act, 1955 empowers the central government to 

designate certain commodities (such as food items, fertilizers, and petroleum products) as 

essential commodities.   

 The central government may regulate or prohibit the production, supply, 

distribution, trade, and commerce of such essential commodities.   

 The Bill provides that the central government may regulate the supply of certain 

food items including cereals, pulses, potatoes, onions, edible oilseeds, and oils, only 

under extraordinary circumstances.    

 These include: (i) war, (ii) famine, (iii) extraordinary price rise and (iv) natural 

calamity of grave nature. 

Source: PRSINDIA 
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Q.4) Consider the following statements regarding the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 

Amendment Bill, 2020: 

1. It regulates the acceptance and utilization of foreign contribution by individuals, 

associations and companies. 

2. Foreign contribution is the donation or transfer of any currency, security or article by a 

foreign source. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

ANS: C 

Explanation: The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2020 was introduced 

in Lok Sabha on September 20, 2020. The Bill amends the Foreign Contribution 

(Regulation) Act, 2010.   

 The Act regulates the acceptance and utilisation of foreign contribution by 

individuals, associations and companies.  Foreign contribution is the donation or 

transfer of any currency, security or article (of beyond a specified value) by a foreign 

source. 

 Under the Act, certain persons are prohibited to accept any foreign contribution.  

These include: election candidates, editor or publisher of a newspaper, judges, 

government servants, members of any legislature, and political parties, among 

others.   

 The Bill adds public servants (as defined under the Indian Penal Code) to this list.   

 Public servant includes any person who is in service or pays of the government, or 

remunerated by the government for the performance of any public duty. 

Source: PRSINDIA 

 

Q.5) “Global Environment Outlook” is often seen in news is released by? 

a) UNEP 

b) WEF 

c) IUCN 

d) World Bank 

ANS: A 

Explanation: Global Environment Outlook (GEO) is a series of reports on 

the environment issued periodically by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).  

Source: The Hindu 
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Q.6)  Which of the following is/are “pioneer species” of ecological succession? 

1. Lichens 

2. Fungi 

3. Bacteria 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

ANS: D 

Explanation: Ecological succession is a series of progressive changes in the species that 

make up a community over time.  

 Primary succession occurs when new land is formed or bare rock is exposed, 

providing a habitat that can be colonized for the first time.  

 What happens to this land during primary succession? First, weathering and other 

natural forces break down the substrate, rock, enough for the establishment of 

certain hearty plants and lichens with few soil requirements, known as pioneer 

species.  

 Algae, fungi, bacteria, lichens colonize on the bare rocks and provide organic 

materials for further higher level of colonization, while the planktons i.e., 

phytoplankton’s, zooplanktons provide base at the shallow water for further higher 

levels of succession in hydro sere. 

Source: NCERT 

 

Q.7)  “Global Drylands Initiative” is launched by which of the following? 

a) UNDP 

b) Global Environment Facility 

c) WEF 

d) IUCN 

ANS: D 

Explanation: Drylands are found in tropical and temperate latitudes and account for 

41.3% of the global terrestrial area. They can be classified into four types - dry sub-humid, 

semi-arid, arid and hyper-arid lands - encompassing a variety of ecosystems.  

 The goal of the Global Drylands Initiative is to restore, sustainably manage and 

protect dryland ecosystems for multiple environmental, economic and social 

benefits.  

 The Initiative supports countries to adapt ecosystem management policy and 

practice to the unique conditions of the drylands and to the evolving challenges that 

the drylands face.  

 Further, as the IUCN Focal Point to the United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification, the Global Drylands Initiative leads IUCN's efforts to influence the 

global discource on Land Degradation and Sustainable Land Management.  

 In this case, the Initiative supports countries to implement their commitments to the 

Convention by demonstrating good practices on the ground, influencing the science-

policy interaction of the Convention itself and working with other stakeholders to 

achieve Land Degradation Neutrality. 

Source: IUCN 
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Q.8) Consider the following statements with respect to “Effective Revenue Deficit” (ERD): 

1. It is the difference between revenue deficit and grants for creation of capital assets. 

2. It is suggested by the Bimal Jalan Committee on Public Expenditure. 

3. The ERD target for 2020-21 has been set under 1% of GDP. 

Which of the statements given above is/are NOT correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 3 only 

ANS: C 

Explanation: Effective Revenue Deficit is the difference between revenue deficit and grants 

for creation of capital assets.  

 The concept of effective revenue deficit has been suggested by the Rangarajan 

Committee on Public Expenditure.  

 It is aimed to deduct the money used out of borrowing to finance capital 

expenditure.  

 The concept has been introduced to ascertain the actual deficit in the revenue 

account after adjusting for expenditure of capital nature.  

 Focusing on this will help in reducing the consumptive component of revenue deficit 

and create space for increased capital spending.  

 Though the Budget documents have given targets for revenue deficit, the 

amendments to the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act 2003 has 

proposed to substitute the definitions of “effective revenue deficit” and “revenue 

deficit” with those of “Central government debt” and “general government debt” 

respectively. 

Source: The Hindu 

 

Q.9) “It is essentially savings and loan associations that help members' savings grow at a 

higher interest rate”- is related to which of the following? 

a) Multiplier effect 

b) Liquidity trap 

c) Thrift 

d) Fiscal trap 

ANS: C 

Explanation: Thrifts, along with commercial banks and credit unions, qualify as depository 

institutions.  

 Most people are familiar with commercial banks and credit unions, but the line 

becomes fuzzy when defining a thrift.  

 Thrifts are essentially savings and loan associations that help members' savings 

grow at a higher interest rate. More importantly, they are savings banks that 

specialize in real estate. 

 Originally, thrifts only offered savings accounts and time deposits, but over the past 

20 years, the banks' scope of services has expanded to meet the needs of the average 

consumer.  

 They now offer the same products as credit unions and commercial banks. 

Source: Ramesh Singh 
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Q.10) Consider the following statements regarding Union Public Service Commission 

(UPSC): 

1. Articles 315 to 323 of the Indian Constitution related to UPSC. 

2. It consists of a chairman and other members appointed by the President of India. 

3. President determines the conditions of service of the chairman and other members of the 

Commission. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

ANS: D 

Explanation: Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) is the central recruiting agency in 

India. It is an independent constitutional body in the sense that it has been directly created 

by the Constitution.  

 Articles 315 to 323 in Part XIV of the Constitution contain elaborate provisions 

regarding the composition, appointment and removal of members along with the 

independence, powers and functions of the UPSC.  

 The UPSC consists of a chairman and other members appointed by the president of 

India. The Constitution, without specifying the strength of the Commission has left 

the matter to the discretion of the president, who determines its composition. 

Usually, the Commission consists of nine to eleven members including the 

chairman.  

 Further, no qualifications are prescribed for the Commission’s membership except 

that one-half of the members of the Commission should be such persons who have 

held office for at least ten years either under the Government of India or under the 

government of a state.  

 The Constitution also authorizes the president to determine the conditions of service 

of the chairman and other members of the Commission. 

Source: Laxmikanth 
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Miscellaneous 

 

Q.1) “Montreux Record” is often seen in news is related to which of the following? 

a) Mangroves 

b) Coral Reefs 

c) Wetlands 

d) Estuaries 

ANS: C 

Explanation: Montreux Record is the principal tool under the Ramsar Convention, is a 

register of wetland sites on the List of Wetlands of International Importance. 

 It highlights those sites where adverse changes in ecological character have 

occurred, are occurring, or are likely to occur as a result of technological 

developments, pollution or other human interference and which are therefore in 

need of priority conservation attention.  

 It is maintained as part of the Ramsar List. 

Source: Ramsar Convention 

 

Q.2) Consider the following statements: 

1. The Ganga Action Plan was launched by Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 

2. The National Ganga River Basin Authority (NGRBA) is chaired by Prime Minister. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

ANS: C 

Explanation: The Ganga Action Plan was launched on 14th January 1986 with the main 

objective of pollution abatement, to improve water quality by interception, diversion and 

treatment of domestic sewage and toxic and industrial chemical wastes present, from 

identified grossly polluting units entering in to the river. 

 After reviewing the effectiveness of the “Ganga Action Plan”, the Government 

announced the “Mission Clean Ganga” project on 31st December, 2009 with the 

objective that by 2020, no municipal sewage and industrial waste would be released 

in the river without treatment, with the total budget of around Rs.15,000 crore. 

 The Government also established the National Ganga River Basin Authority 

(NGRBA), chaired by the Prime Minister, with the objective to ensure effective 

abatement of pollution and conservation of the river Ganga, by adopting a river 

basin approach for comprehensive planning and management. 

Source: Shankar 
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Q.3) Which of the following are the components of fly ash? 

1. Silicon dioxide 

2. Calcium oxide 

3. Arsenic 

4. Plutonium 

5. Thorium 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

c) 2, 3 and 5 only 

d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

ANS: A 

Explanation: Ash is produced whenever combustion of solid material takes place. 

 Fly ash is one such residue which rises with the gases into the atmosphere.  

 Fly ash is a very fine powder and tends to travel far in the air. The ash which does 

not rise is termed as bottom ash. 

 Nearly 73% of India’s total installed power generation capacity is thermal, of which 

90% is coal-based generation, with diesel, wind, gas, and steam making up the rest. 

Composition: 

 Aluminum silicate (in large amounts) 

 Silicon dioxide (SiO2) and 

 Calcium oxide (CaO). 

Fly ash particles are oxide rich and consist of silica, alumina, oxides of iron, calcium, and 

magnesium and toxic heavy metals like lead, arsenic, cobalt, and copper. 

Source: Shankar 

 

Q.4) Which of the following pollutants are notified under “National Ambient Air Quality 

Standards (NAAQS)”? 

1. Sulphur Dioxide 

2. Nitrogen Dioxide 

3. Benzene 

4. Ozone 

5. Lead 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 1, 2 and 5 only 

c) 2, 3 and 5 only 

d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

ANS: D 

Explanation: National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) were notified in the year 

1982, duly revised in 1994 based on health criteria and land uses. 

The NAAQS have been revisited and revised in November 2009 for 12 pollutants, which 

include 

 sulphur dioxide (SO2), 

 nitrogen dioxide (NO2), 

 particulate matter having size less than 10 micron (PM10),  
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 particulate matter having size less than 2.5 micron (PM2.5), 

 ozone, 

 lead, 

 carbon monoxide (CO), 

 arsenic, 

 nickel, 

 benzene, 

 ammonia, and 

 benzopyrene. 

Source: The Hindu 

 

Q.5) Consider the following statements regarding “Regulating Act, 1833”: 

1. It made the Governor-General of Bengal as the Governor - General of India and vested in 

him military powers and civil powers. 

2. The Governor-General of India was given exclusive legislative powers for the entire British 

India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

ANS: C 

Explanation: Regulating Act, 1833 was the final step towards centralization in British 

India. 

The features of this Act were as follows: 

 It made the Governor-General of Bengal as the Governor - General of India and 

vested in him all civil and military powers. Thus, the act created, for the first time, 

Government of India having authority over the entire territorial area possessed by 

the British in India. Lord William Bentick was the first Governor-General of India. 

 It deprived the Governor of Bombay and Madras of their legislative powers. The 

Governor-General of India was given exclusive legislative powers for the entire 

British India. The laws made under the previous acts were called as Regulations, 

while laws made under this act were called as Acts. 

 It ended the activities of the East India Company as a commercial body, which 

became a purely administrative body. It provided that the Company’s territories in 

India were held by it ‘in trust for His Majesty, His heirs and successors’. 

Source: Laxmikanth 

 

Q.6) Which of the following words are found in the Objectives Resolution of 1946? 

a) Sovereign 

b) Justice 

c) Equality 

d) Integrity 

e) Fraternity 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
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a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

ANS: B 

Explanation: On December 13, 1946, Jawaharlal Nehru moved the historic ‘Objectives 

Resolution’ in the Assembly. It laid down the fundamentals and philosophy of the 

constitutional structure. It read: 

 “This Constituent Assembly declares its firm and solemn resolve to proclaim India as 

an Independent Sovereign Republic and to draw up for her future governance a 

Constitution”. 

 Where in shall be guaranteed and secured to all the people of India justice, social, 

economic and political; equality of status of opportunity, and before the law; freedom 

of thought, expression, belief, faith, worship, vocation, association and action, 

subject to law and public morality; and 

 Where by shall be maintained the integrity of the territory of the Republic and its 

sovereign rights on land, sea and air according to justice and the law of civilized 

nations. 

Source: Laxmikanth 

 

Q.7) Which of the following amendment process (s) is/are come (s) under Article 368? 

1. Simple Majority. 

2. Special majority of the Parliament. 

3. Special majority of the Parliament and with the ratification by half of the total states. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

ANS: C 

Explanation: The Constitution of India is neither rigid nor flexible, but a synthesis of both. 

Article 368 provides for two types of amendments: 

 Some provisions can be amended by a special majority of the Parliament, i.e., a two-

third majority of the members of each House present and voting, and a majority of 

the total membership of each House. 

 Some other provisions can be amended by a special majority of the Parliament and 

with the ratification by half of the total states. 

At the same time, some provisions of the Constitution can be amended by a simple majority 

of the Parliament in the manner of ordinary legislative process. Notably, these amendments 

do not come under Article 368. 

Source: Laxmikanth 
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Q.8) Which of the following states in India follow the Inner Line Permit (ILP)? 

1. Arunachal Pradesh 

2. Mizoram 

3. Tripura 

4. Manipur 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

ANS: C 

Explanation: Inner Line Permit is a concept drawn by colonial rulers; the Inner Line 

separated the tribal-populated hill areas in the Northeast from the plains.  

 To enter and stay for any period in these areas, Indian citizens from other areas 

need an Inner Line Permit (ILP).  

 The Inner Line protects Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Mizoram, and Manipur 

was added lately. 

Source: Indian Express 

 

Q.9) Which of the following are the indicators of “World Happiness Index”? 

1. GDP per capita 

2. Social support 

3. Environmental sustainability 

4. Healthy life expectancy 

5. Generosity 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

b) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 

c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

ANS: B 

Explanation: The Sustainable Development Solutions Network for the United Nations 

released the World Happiness Report on 20th March, 2020. 

 The World Happiness Report ranks 156 countries by how happy their citizens 

perceive themselves to be. 

 The rankings are based on polling (Gallup World Poll) which looks at six 

variables: GDP per capita, social support, healthy life expectancy, freedom, 

generosity, and absence of corruption. 

 The 2020 Report for the first time ranked cities around the world by their subjective 

well-being and looked into how the social, urban and natural environments combine 

to affect happiness. 

Source: The Hindu 
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Q.10) Which of the following countries is/are part of “East Asian Miracle 1993”? 

1. China 

2. Japan 

3. South Korea 

4. Thailand 

5. Philippines 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

ANS: B 

Explanation: Eight countries in East Asia–Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, 

Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, and Indonesia–have become known as the “East Asian 

miracle” because of their economies’ dramatic growth.  

 In these eight countries real per capita GDP rose twice as fast as in any other 

regional grouping between 1965 and 1990.  

 Even more impressive is their simultaneous significant reduction in poverty and 

income inequality.  

Source: Ramesh Singh 
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Organizations & bodies  

 

Q.1) “Lima Declaration” is related to which of the following organization? 

1) United Nations Industrial Development Organization  

2) World Economic Forum 

3) BRICS 

4) United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

ANS: A 

Explanation: UNIDO is the specialized agency of the United Nations that promotes 

industrial development for poverty reduction, inclusive globalization and environmental 

sustainability. 

 As of 1 April 2019, 170 States are Members of UNIDO. They regularly discuss and 

decide UNIDO’s guiding principles and policies in the sessions of the Policymaking 

Organs. 

 The mission of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), as 

described in the Lima Declaration adopted at the fifteenth session of the UNIDO 

General Conference in 2013, is to promote and accelerate inclusive and sustainable 

industrial development (ISID) in Member States. 

Source: https://www.unido.org/who-we-are/unido-brief 

 

Q.2) “Trade and Development Report” is released by which of the following? 

a) WTO 

b) WEF 

c) UNCTAD 

d) IMF 

 

ANS: C 

Explanation: Trade and Development Report assesses trends and prospects for the global 

economy and the international trading system, with a particular focus on the issues of 

capital formation, structural change and international competitiveness. 

Source: https://unctad.org/webflyer/trade-and-development-report-2020 

 

Q.3)  Consider the following statements regarding United Nations (UN): 

1. All UN Member States are members of the General Assembly. 

2. The Secretary-General of UN is appointed for a 5-year, renewable term. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

ANS: C 

Explanation: The UN’s Membership has grown from the original 51 Member States in 1945 

to the current 193 Member States. 

https://www.unido.org/who-we-are/unido-brief
https://unctad.org/webflyer/trade-and-development-report-2020
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 All UN Member States are members of the General Assembly.  States are admitted to 

membership by a decision of the General Assembly upon the recommendation of 

the Security Council. 

 The Secretary-General is Chief Administrative Officer of the UN – and is also a 

symbol of the Organization's ideals and an advocate for all the world's peoples, 

especially the poor and vulnerable. 

 The Secretary-General is appointed by the General Assembly on the 

recommendation of the Security Council for a 5-year, renewable term. 

 The current Secretary-General, and the 9th occupant of the post, is António 

Guterres of Portugal, who took office on 1 January 2017. 

Source: https://www.un.org/en/about-us/ 

 

Q.4) The “Infrastructure for tomorrow” call is related to which of the following? 

a) ADB 

b) World Bank 

c) AIIB 

d) WEF 

ANS: C 

Explanation: Infrastructure for Tomorrow - AIIB. By investing in sustainable 

infrastructure, AIIB unlocks new capital, new technologies and new ways in which to 

address climate change and to connect Asia, and the world. Many of us have an in-built 

desire for a better quality of life. 

Source:https://www.aiib.org/en/about-aiib/who-we-are/infrastructure-for-

tomorrow/overview/index.html 

 

Q.5) Poverty Reduction and Growth Trust is a concessional financial support is related to 

which of the following Institution? 

a) World Bank 

b) Global Environmental Facility 

c) International Monetary Fund 

d) World Economic Forum 

 

ANS: C 

Explanation: The IMF’s various lending instruments are tailored to different types of 

balance of payments need as well as the specific circumstances of its diverse membership 

(see table).  

All IMF members are eligible to access the Fund’s resources in the General Resources 

Account (GRA) on non-concessional terms, but the IMF also provides concessional financial 

support (currently at zero interest rates through June 2021) through the Poverty Reduction 

and Growth Trust (PRGT; see IMF Support for Low-Income Countries), which is better 

tailored to the diversity and needs of low-income countries. 

Source: https://www.imf.org/en/About/Factsheets/IMF-Lending 

 

Q.6) Consider the following statements regarding International Fund for Agricultural 

Development (IFAD): 

1. It is a specialized agency of the United Nations. 

https://www.un.org/en/about-us/
https://www.aiib.org/en/about-aiib/who-we-are/infrastructure-for-tomorrow/overview/index.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/about-aiib/who-we-are/infrastructure-for-tomorrow/overview/index.html
https://www.imf.org/en/About/Factsheets/IMF-Lending
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2. Its membership is also open to International Atomic Energy Agency. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

ANS: C 

Explanation: The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), a specialized 

agency of the United Nations, was one of the major outcomes of the 1974 World Food 

Conference. 

 The conference was organized by the United Nations in response to the food crises of 

the early 1970s, when global food shortages were causing widespread famine and 

malnutrition, primarily in the Sahelian countries of Africa. 

 IFAD has 177 Member States comprised of developing, middle and high-income 

countries from all regions of the world who are dedicated to eradicating poverty in 

rural areas.  

 Membership in IFAD is open to any State that is a member of the United Nations, 

any of its specialized agencies or the International Atomic Energy Agency.  

Source: https://www.ifad.org/en/member-states 

 

Q.7) “People, Peace and Prosperity” call is related to which of the following? 

a) IMF 

b) WTO 

c) WEF 

d) World Bank 

ANS: D 

Explanation: By 2030, up to two-thirds of the world’s extreme poor will live in fragile and 

conflict-affected situations, threatening to reverse development gains.  

The World Bank Group’s strategy aims to enhance its effectiveness on the ground by scaling 

up financing, tailoring operations and deepening partnerships to invest in people, secure 

peace and promote prosperity. 

Source:https://www.worldbank.org/en/who-we 

are/news/campaigns/2020/peoplepeaceprosperity 

 

Q.8) Consider the following statements regarding “International Centre for Settlement of 

Investment Disputes” (ICSID): 

1. It is the world’s leading institution devoted to international investment dispute 

settlement. 

2. It was established in 1947 along with World Bank. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

https://www.ifad.org/en/member-states
https://www.worldbank.org/en/who-we%20are/news/campaigns/2020/peoplepeaceprosperity
https://www.worldbank.org/en/who-we%20are/news/campaigns/2020/peoplepeaceprosperity
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ANS: A 

Explanation: ICSID is the world’s leading institution devoted to international investment 

dispute settlement.  

 It has extensive experience in this field, having administered the majority of all 

international investment cases.  

 States have agreed on ICSID as a forum for investor-State dispute settlement in 

most international investment treaties and in numerous investment laws and 

contracts. 

 ICSID was established in 1966 by the Convention on the Settlement of Investment 

Disputes between States and Nationals of Other States (the ICSID Convention).  

 The ICSID Convention is a multilateral treaty formulated by the Executive Directors 

of the World Bank to further the Bank’s objective of promoting international 

investment.  

 ICSID is an independent, depoliticized and effective dispute-settlement institution. 

Its availability to investors and States helps to promote international investment by 

providing confidence in the dispute resolution process.  

 It is also available for state-state disputes under investment treaties and free trade 

agreements, and as an administrative registry. 

Source: https://icsid.worldbank.org/About/ICSID 

 

Q.9) “Uruguay Round” negotiation is related to which of the following? 

a) World Bank 

b) World Trade Organization 

c) World Economic Forum 

d) Asian Development Bank 

ANS: B 

Explanation: The agreement establishing the World Trade Organization (WTO) calls for a 

single institutional framework encompassing the GATT, as modified by the Uruguay Round, 

all agreements and arrangements concluded under its auspices and the complete results of 

the Uruguay Round. 

Source: https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/ursum_e.htm 

 

Q.10) United Nations Environment Programme Headquarters is located in which of the 

following Country? 

a) Switzerland 

b) Austria 

c) France 

d) Kenya 

ANS: D 

Explanation: The United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) was founded in June 

1972 as a result of the Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment.  

 The UNEP is the coordinating body for the United Nations’ environmental activities. 

It has played a significant role in identifying and analyzing global environmental 

problems, developing regional and international environmental programs and 

conventions, and promoting environmental science and information.  

https://icsid.worldbank.org/About/ICSID
https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/ursum_e.htm
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 Among its most important tasks is assisting developing countries in implementing 

environmentally sound policies and practices. 

 Since 1997, in response to the environmental requirements of Agenda 21, UNEP has 

also published its Global Environment Outlook (GEO), a comprehensive report on 

global state of the environment. Its headquarters are in Nairobi, Kenya. 

Source:http://www.environmentandsociety.org/tools/keywords/united-nations-

environmental-programme-unep-established 

 

  

http://www.environmentandsociety.org/tools/keywords/united-nations-environmental-programme-unep-established
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/tools/keywords/united-nations-environmental-programme-unep-established
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Organization & bodies - II 

 

Q.1) “Multiphase Programmatic Approach” is an approach to achieve development 

objectives in stages is related to which of the following? 

a) International Monetary Fund 

b) World Bank 

c) World Trade Organization 

d) World Economic Forum 

ANS: B 

Explanation: Multiphase Programmatic Approach (MPA) of World Bank allows countries 

the flexibility to implement an approach to achieve development objectives in stages when:  

 the development challenge is complex;  

 it would take a longer time to achieve the objectives;  

 it would take a longer time to prepare one large project;  

 the solution needs a broader and comprehensive approach;  

 when a stop-and-go approach is not feasible.  

Projects under an MPA program may be financed by Investment Project Financing; or 

Program-for-Results financing, or their combination.  

Source: https://www.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/products-and-services#MPA 

 

Q.2) Which of the following is/are the lending instrument of International Monetary Fund 

(IMF)? 

1. Standby credit facility. 

2. Extended Fund facility. 

3. Rapid Credit Facility. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

ANS: D 

Explanation: Three types of loans were created under the new Poverty Reduction and 

Growth Trust (PRGT) as part of this broader reform: the Extended Credit Facility, the Rapid 

Credit Facility and the Standby Credit Facility. 

 The Extended Credit Facility (ECF) provides financial assistance to countries with 

protracted balance of payments problems. The ECF succeeds the Poverty Reduction 

and Growth Facility (PRGF) as the Fund’s main tool for providing medium-term 

support LICs, with higher levels of access, more concessional financing terms, more 

flexible program design features, as well as streamlined and more focused 

conditionality. 

 The Rapid Credit Facility (RCF) provides rapid financial assistance with limited 

conditionality to low-income countries (LICs) facing an urgent balance of payments 

need. The RCF streamlines the Fund’s emergency assistance, provides significantly 

higher levels of concessionality, can be used flexibly in a wide range of 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/products-and-services#MPA
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circumstances, and places greater emphasis on the country’s poverty reduction and 

growth objectives. 

 The Standby Credit Facility (SCF) provides financial assistance to low-income 

countries (LICs) with short-term balance of payments needs. It provides support 

under a wide range of circumstances, allows for high access, carries a low interest 

rate, can be used on a precautionary basis, and places emphasis on countries’ 

poverty reduction and growth objectives. 

Program-for-Results of World Bank links disbursement of funds directly to the delivery of 

defined results, helping countries improve the design and implementation of their own 

development programs and achieve lasting results by strengthening institutions and 

building capacity.  

Source:https://www.imf.org/external/about/lending & 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/products-and-services  

 

Q.3) Consider the following statements regarding “Action Plan on Climate Change 

Adaptation and Resilience”: 

1. It was launched by World Economic Forum. 

2. Under the plan, 100 billion dollars were raised for climate finance from 2021 to 2025. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

ANS: D 

Explanation: The World Bank Group launched its Action Plan on Climate Change 

Adaptation and Resilience.  

 Under the plan, the World Bank Group will ramp up direct adaptation climate 

finance to reach $50 billion over FY21–25.  

 This financing level—an average of $10 billion a year—is more than double what was 

achieved during FY15-18.  

 The World Bank Group will also pilot new approaches to increasing private finance 

for adaptation and resilience. 

Source:https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/01/15/world-bank-

group-announces-50-billion-over-five-years-for-climate-adaptation-and-resilience 

 

Q.4) Which of the following is/are the instruments/methods of International Monetary 

Fund to raise money? 

1. Multinational corporations. 

2. Quotas. 

3. New Arrangements to Borrow (NABs). 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

https://www.imf.org/external/about/lending
https://www.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/products-and-services
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/01/15/world-bank-group-announces-50-billion-over-five-years-for-climate-adaptation-and-resilience
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/01/15/world-bank-group-announces-50-billion-over-five-years-for-climate-adaptation-and-resilience
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ANS: C 

Explanation: Quotas are the IMF’s main source of financing. Each member of the IMF is 

assigned a quota, based broadly on its relative position in the world economy. 

 The New Arrangements to Borrow (NAB) constitutes a second line of defense to 

supplement IMF resources to forestall or cope with an impairment of the 

international monetary system. 

 Bilateral Borrowing Agreements serve as a third line of defense after quotas and the 

NAB. 

 
Source: https://www.imf.org/en/About/Factsheets/Where-the-IMF-Gets-Its-Money 

 

Q.5) Which of the following is headed by the Central Zoo Authority? 

a) President 

b) Prime Minister 

c) Environment Minister 

d) Animal Board of Wild life Chairman 

ANS: C 

Explanation: The CZA is a statutory body under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change.  

 It was constituted in 1992 under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 

 It is chaired by the Environment Minister and has 10 members and a member-

secretary. 

 The main objective of the authority is to complement and strengthen the national 

effort in conservation of rich biodiversity. 

Source: http://www.cza.nic.in/ 

 

 

 

https://www.imf.org/en/About/Factsheets/Where-the-IMF-Gets-Its-Money
http://www.cza.nic.in/
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Q.6) Under which of the following act the Animal Welfare Board of India was established? 

a) Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 

b) Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960 

c) Animal Welfare act, 1980 

d) Environment protection act, 1986 

ANS: B 

Explanation: The Animal Welfare Board of India is a statutory advisory body on Animal 

Welfare Laws and promotes animal welfare in the country.  

 Established in 1962 under Section 4 of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 

1960 (No. 59 of 1960), the Animal Welfare Board of India was started under the 

stewardship of Late Smt. Rukmini Devi Arundale, well known humanitarian.  

 From ensuring that animal welfare laws in the country are diligently followed, to 

provide grants to Animal Welfare Organizations and advising the Government of 

India on animal welfare issues, the Board has been the face of the animal welfare 

movement in the country for the last 50 years. 

Source: http://www.awbi.in/about.html 

 

Q.7) “Infrastructure for Tomarrow” initiative is related to which of the following institution? 

a) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

b) Asian Development Bank 

c) World Bank 

d) New Development Bank 

ANS: A 

Explanation: Many of us have an in-built desire for a better quality of life. This means 

accessible physical, digital, commercial, medical, educational and other social 

infrastructure.  

 AIIB, its members and clients, work together to finance infrastructure 

development—turning aspirations into reality. 

 What our clients build and how and where their investments are built will evolve as 

infrastructure technologies advance and as people, the economy and the world 

change.  

 The way people live, move and work and the way markets develop will shape the 

Infrastructure for Tomorrow (I4T). 

I4T reflects AIIB's firm commitment to sustainability: 

 Environmentally: Addresses ecological impacts like water and air quality, 

biodiversity, pollution and climate change. 

 Financially and economically: Projects with sound return on investment that raise 

economic growth and increase productivity. 

 Socially: Gives inclusive access, particularly to citizens excluded from access to 

infrastructure services. 

Source:https://www.aiib.org/en/about-aiib/who-we-are/infrastructure-for-

tomorrow/overview/index.html 

 

 

 

http://www.awbi.in/about.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/about-aiib/who-we-are/infrastructure-for-tomorrow/overview/index.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/about-aiib/who-we-are/infrastructure-for-tomorrow/overview/index.html
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Q.8) Which of the following is NOT a member of Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)? 

a) India 

b) Uzbekistan 

c) Pakistan 

d) Mongolia 

ANS: D 

Explanation: The SCO comprises eight member states, namely the Republic of India, the 

Republic of Kazakhstan, the People's Republic of China, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Islamic 

Republic of Pakistan, the Russian Federation, the Republic of Tajikistan, and the Republic 

of Uzbekistan; 

 The SCO counts four observer states, namely the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, 

the Republic of Belarus, the Islamic Republic of Iran and Mongolia; 

 The SCO has six dialogue partners, namely the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Republic 

of Armenia, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal, 

the Republic of Turkey, and the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. 

Source: http://eng.sectsco.org/about_sco/ 

 

Q.9) With reference to the National Human Rights Commission, which of the following 

statements is/are NOT correct? 

1. The chairperson of the commission should be a retired chief justice of India or a judge of 

the Supreme Court. 

2. The chairperson and members are appointed by the Parliament. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

ANS: B 

Explanation: The commission is a multi-member body consisting of a chairperson and five 

members.  

 The chairperson should be a retired chief justice of India or a judge of the Supreme 

Court and members should be a serving or retired judge of the Supreme Court, a 

serving or retired chief justice of a high court and three persons (out of which atleast 

one should be a woman) having knowledge or practical experience with respect to 

human rights. 

 The chairperson and members are appointed by the president on the 

recommendations of a six-member committee consisting of the prime minister as its 

head, the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, the Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, 

leaders of the Opposition in both the Houses of Parliament and the Central home 

minister. 

Source: Laxmikanth 

 

 

 

http://eng.sectsco.org/about_sco/
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Q.10) The Central Vigilance Commission was established under the recommendation of 

which of the following? 

a) Sarkaria Commission 

b) Punchi Commission 

c) Santhanam Committee 

d) Second ARC commission 

ANS: C 

Explanation: The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) is the main agency for preventing 

corruption in the Central government. It was established in 1964 by an executive resolution 

of the Central government. Its establishment was recommended by the Santhanam 

Committee on Prevention of Corruption1 (1962–64).  

Source: Laxmikanth 
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Organization & bodies - III 

 

Q.1) Which of the following convention is formed to control of trans-boundary movements of 

hazardous waste and their disposal? 

a) Basel Convention 

b) London Convention 

c) Paris Convention 

d) Vienna Convention 
 

ANS: A 

Explanation: The Basel Convention on the Control of Trans-boundary Movements of 

Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal was adopted on 22 March 1989 by the Conference of 

Plenipotentiaries in Basel, Switzerland, in response to a public outcry following the 

discovery, in the 1980s, in Africa and other parts of the developing world of deposits of toxic 

wastes imported from abroad. 

Source: Basel Convention 

 

Q.2) MARPOL Convention is related to which of the following? 

a) Sustainable use of marine resources 

b) Development of renewable energy on sea shores 

c) Prevention of pollution of the marine environment by ships 

d) Offshore wind energy 

ANS: C 

Explanation: The International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 

(MARPOL) is the main international convention covering prevention of pollution of the 

marine environment by ships from operational or accidental causes. 

 The MARPOL Convention was adopted on 2 November 1973 at IMO. The Protocol of 

1978 was adopted in response to a spate of tanker accidents in 1976-1977.  

 As the 1973 MARPOL Convention had not yet entered into force, the 1978 MARPOL 

Protocol absorbed the parent Convention. The combined instrument entered into 

force on 2 October 1983.  

 In 1997, a Protocol was adopted to amend the Convention and a new Annex VI was 

added which entered into force on 19 May 2005. MARPOL has been updated by 

amendments through the years. 

 The Convention includes regulations aimed at preventing and minimizing pollution 

from ships - both accidental pollution and that from routine operations - and 

currently includes six technical Annexes. 

Source: Shankar 
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Q.3) Which of the following activities carried out by Wildlife Institute of India (WII)? 

1. Training 

2. Research 

3. Publicity 

4. Consultancy services 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

ANS: D 

Explanation: Build up scientific knowledge on wildlife resources. Train personnel at 

various levels for conservation and management of wildlife. 

 Carry out research relevant to management including the development of techniques 

appropriate to Indian conditions. 

 Provide information and advice on specific wildlife management problems. 

 Collaborate with international organizations on wildlife research, management and 

training. 

 Develop as a regional centre of international importance on wildlife and natural 

resource conservation. 

 Publicity and consultancy services 

Source: Shankar 

 

Q.4) Which of the following convention is related to Persistent Organic Pollutants?  

a) Basel convention 

b) Paris convention 

c) Stockholm convention 

d) Rotterdam convention 

ANS: C 

Explanation: The Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants is a global treaty 

to protect human health and the environment from chemicals that remain intact in the 

environment for long periods, become widely distributed geographically, accumulate in the 

fatty tissue of humans and wildlife, and have harmful impacts on human health or on the 

environment. 

 Exposure to Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) can lead to serious health effects 

including certain cancers, birth defects, dysfunctional immune and reproductive 

systems, greater susceptibility to disease and damages to the central and peripheral 

nervous systems. 

 Given their long range transport, no one government acting alone can protect its 

citizens or its environment from POPs. 

 In response to this global problem, the Stockholm Convention, which was adopted in 

2001 and entered into force in 2004, requires its parties to take measures to 

eliminate or reduce the release of POPs into the environment. 

Source: Stockholm Convention 
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Q.5) Mangroves For the Future (MFF) was an initiative of which of the following institution? 

a) IUCN 

b) World Bank 

c) UNEP 

d) GEF 

ANS: A 

Explanation: The devastation caused by the Indian Ocean tsunami of December 2004 laid 

bare the vital link between coastal ecosystems and human livelihoods.  

 It was United States President Bill Clinton’s vision that rebuilding in tsunami-hit 

areas should improve natural infrastructure and strengthen resilience against 

future natural disasters.  

 In response to this vision, IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature) 

and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) developed Mangroves for 

the Future in 2006.  

 Since then, MFF has grown to include eight institutional partners, plus a growing 

number of countries. 

Source: IUCN 

 

Q.6) Consider the following statements regarding “National Green Tribunal”: 

1. It was created for the effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental 

protection and conservation of forests and other natural resources. 

2. It is mandated to dispose the cases within six months of their respective appeals. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

ANS: C 

Explanation: The Preamble of the act provides for the establishment of a National Green 

Tribunal for the effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental 

protection and conservation of forests and other natural resources, including enforcement 

of any legal right relating to environment and giving relief and compensation for damages to 

persons and property and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto (The 

National Green Tribunal Act, 2010).  

NGT is mandated to dispose the cases within six months of their respective appeals. 

Source: Shankar IAS  
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Q7. Consider the following statements regarding “National Wildlife Action Plan (NWAP)”: 

1. It was created by the provisions of the wildlife protection act, 1972. 

2. The first National Wildlife Action Plan (NWAP) was adopted in 1983. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

ANS: B 

Explanation: The first National Wildlife Action Plan (NWAP) was adopted in 1983, based 

upon the decision taken in the XV meeting of the Indian Board for Wildlife held in 1982. 

The plan had outlined the strategies and action points for wildlife conservation which are 

still relevant. 

Source: Shankar page no: 313 

 

Q.8) Consider the following statements regarding “Compensatory Afforestation Fund 

Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA)”: 

1. It was created under the provisions of the forest conservation act, 1980. 

2. Resources realized from diverting forest resources to commercial purpose should be used 

for afforestation. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

ANS: C 

Explanation: While according prior approval under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 for 

diversion of forest land for non-forest purpose, Central Government stipulates conditions 

that amounts shall be realised from the user agencies to undertake compensatory 

afforestation and such other activities related to conservation and development of forests, to 

mitigate impact of diversion of forest land. 

Source: Shankar page no: 314 

 

Q.9) Which of the following agency would take up the case against corruption under 

Whistle Blower Resolution? 

a) Central Vigilance Commission 

b) Central Bureau of Investigation 

c) National Human Rights commission 

d) Enforcement Directorate 

ANS: A 

Explanation: In 2004, the CVC has been designated as the agency to receive and act on 

complaints or disclosure on any allegation of corruption or misuse of office from whistle 

blowers under the “Public Interest Disclosure and Protection of Informers’ Resolution” 

(PIDPI), which is popularly known as “Whistle Blowers” Resolution.  
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The Commission is also empowered as the only designated agency to take action against 

complainants making motivated or vexatious complaints. 

Source: Laxmikanth 

 

Q.10) With Reference to the Central Bureau of Investigation, which of the following 

statements is/are correct? 

1. It was set up in 1963 by a resolution of the Ministry of Personnel. 

2. It derives its powers from the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, 1946. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

ANS: B 

Explanation: The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) was set up in 1963 by a resolution 

of the Ministry of Home Affairs.  

 Later, it was transferred to the Ministry of Personnel and now it enjoys the status of 

an attached office.  

 The Special Police Establishment (which looked into vigilance cases) setup in 1941 

was also merged with the CBI.  

 The establishment of the CBI was recommended by the Santhanam Committee on 

Prevention of Corruption (1962–1964). 

 The CBI is not a statutory body. It derives its powers from the Delhi Special Police 

Establishment Act, 1946. 

Source: Laxmikanth 
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Revision 

 

Q.1) Consider the following statements regarding national parks: 

1. They are established by respective government in accordance with environment 

protection act, 1980. 

2. They enjoy a greater degree of protection than sanctuaries. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

ANS: B 

Explanation: The Wild Life (Protection) Act (WPA) of 1972 provided for the declaration of 

National Parks by the State Government in addition to the declaration of wildlife 

sanctuaries. 

 National Parks are declared in areas that are considered to be of adequate 

ecological, geomorphologic and natural significance although within the law, the 

difference in conservation value of a National Park from that of a sanctuary is not 

specified in the WPA 1972.  

 National Parks enjoy a greater degree of protection than sanctuaries. 

 Certain activities which are regulated in sanctuaries, such as grazing of livestock, 

are prohibited in National Parks. 

Source: Shankar page no: 175 

 

Q.2) The Chief Wild Life Warden may, on application, grant to any person a permit to enter 

or reside in a sanctuary/ National Park for which of the following purposes? 

1. Investigation of wildlife 

2. Scientific Research 

3. Transaction of lawful business with any person residing in the sanctuary 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

ANS: D 

Explanation: The Chief Wild Life Warden may, on application, grant to any person a permit 

to enter or reside in a sanctuary/ National Park for all or any of the following purposes: 

 investigation or study of wildlife and purposes ancillary or incidental thereto 

 photography 

 scientific research 

 tourism 

 transaction of lawful business with any person residing in the sanctuary 

Source: Shankar Page no: 176 
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Q.3) Consider the following statements regarding “conservation reserves”: 

1. It was created under forest conservation act, 1980. 

2. It is an area owned by the State Government adjacent to National Parks and sanctuaries 

for protecting the landscape, seascape and habitat of fauna and flora. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

ANS: B 

Explanation: The Amendment Act (Wildlife Protect Act, 1972) of 2003 provided for the 

creation of a new type of protected area called a Conservation Reserve. 

 It is an area owned by the State Government adjacent to National Parks and 

sanctuaries for protecting the landscape, seascape and habitat of fauna and flora.  

 It is managed through a Conservation Reserve Management Committee 

 The State Government may, after having consultations with the local communities, 

declare any area owned by the Government as conservation reserve. 

Source: Shankar Page No: 177 

 

Q.4) “Bhitarkanika National Park and Bhitarkanika Sanctuary” is often seen in news is 

located in which of the following state? 

a) Andhra Pradesh 

b) Kerala 

c) Tamil Nadu 

d) Odisha 

ANS: D 

Explanation: The Bhitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary (Odisha) is one of India’s biggest 

estuarine crocodile habitats and a major coastal eco-system.  

 It was declared as a National Park because of its ecological, faunal, floral, 

geomorphological and zoological association and importance and for the purpose of 

protection in 1998.  

 In August 2002, it was designated as the second Ramsar site (i.e. Wetland of 

International importance). 

Source: The Hindu 

 

Q.5) Who among the following is the pioneer for establishing animal welfare board of India? 

a) Rukmini Devi Arundale 

b) Indira Gandhi 

c) Kasturi Ranjan 

d) Romila Thapar 

ANS: A 

Explanation: The Animal Welfare Board of India is a statutory advisory body on Animal 

Welfare Laws and promotes animal welfare in the country. 
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 The Animal Welfare Board of India, the first of its kind to be established by any 

Government in the world, was set up in 1962, in accordance with Section 4 of the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Acts 1960. 

 Shrimati Rukmini Devi Arundale pioneered the setting up of the Board, with its 

Headquaters at Chennai. She guided the activities of the Board for nearly twenty 

years till her demise in 1986. 

Source: Shankar page no: 321 

 

Q.6) “Atapaka bird sanctuary” is identified as the world’s largest home for the spot-billed 

pelican is located in which of the following state? 

a) Karnataka 

b) Andhra Pradesh 

c) Goa 

d) Chhattisgarh 

ANS: B 

Explanation: The atapaka Bird Sanctuary, part of the Kolleru Lake (Andhra Pradesh), has 

been identified as the world’s largest home for the spot-billed pelican. 

Source: The Hindu 

 

Q.7) Consider the following provisions: 

1. Directive Principles of State Policy 

2. Election of the President and its manner 

3. Salaries and allowances of the members of Parliament 

Which of the provisions given above is/are amended by a special majority of Parliament? 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1 and 3 only 

ANS: B 

Explanation: The majority of the provisions in the Constitution need to be amended by a 

special majority of the Parliament, that is, a majority (that is, more than 50 per cent) of the 

total membership of each House and a majority of two-thirds of the members of each House 

present and voting.  

 The expression ‘total membership’ means the total number of members comprising 

the House irrespective of fact whether there are vacancies or absentees. 

 ‘Strictly speaking, the special majority is required only for voting at the third reading 

stage of the bill but by way of abundant caution the requirement for special majority 

has been provided for in the rules of the Houses in respect of all the effective stages 

of the bill’. 

The provisions which can be amended by this way include:  

(i) Fundamental Rights;  

(ii) Directive Principles of State Policy; and  

(iii) All other provisions which are not covered by the first and third categories. 

Source: Indian Polity by Laxmikanth 
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Q.8) Consider the following statements regarding procedure for the amendment of the 

Constitution: 

1. An amendment of the Constitution can be initiated in either House of Parliament or the 

state legislature. 

2. The bill cannot be introduced by a private member. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

ANS: D 

Explanation: Article 368 in Part XX of the Constitution deals with the powers of Parliament 

to amend the Constitution and its procedure.  

 An amendment of the Constitution can be initiated only by the introduction of a bill 

for the purpose in either House of Parliament and not in the state legislatures.  

 The bill can be introduced either by a minister or by a private member and does not 

require prior permission of the president. 

 The bill must be passed in each House by a special majority, that is, a majority (that 

is, more than 50 per cent) of the total membership of the House and a majority of 

two-thirds of the members of the House present and voting. 

 Each House must pass the bill separately. In case of a disagreement between the 

two Houses, there is no provision for holding a joint sitting of the two Houses for the 

purpose of deliberation and passage of the bill. 

 If the bill seeks to amend the federal provisions of the Constitution, it must also be 

ratified by the legislatures of half of the states by a simple majority, that is, a 

majority of the members of the House present and voting. 

 After duly passed by both the Houses of Parliament and ratified by the state 

legislatures, where necessary, the bill is presented to the president for assent. 

 The president must give his assent to the bill. He can neither withhold his assent to 

the bill nor return the bill for reconsideration of the Parliament. 

 After the president’s assent, the bill becomes an Act (i.e., a constitutional 

amendment act) and the Constitution stands amended in accordance with the terms 

of the Act. 

Source: Indian Polity by Laxmikanth 

 

Q.9) Consider the following statement about President’s Rule in India: 

1. Article 356 and Article 365 mentions the grounds of proclamation of President’s Rule in 

India. 

2. The presidential proclamation imposing President’s Rule is not subjected to judicial 

review. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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ANS: A 

Explanation: Article 355 imposes a duty on the Centre to ensure that the government of 

every state is carried on in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution.  

 It is this duty in the performance of which the Centre takes over the government of a 

state under Article 356 in case of failure of constitutional machinery in state.  

 This is popularly known as ‘President’s Rule’. It is also known as ‘State Emergency’ 

or ‘Constitutional Emergency’. 

 The President’s Rule can be proclaimed under Article 356 on two grounds —one 

mentioned in Article 356 itself and another in Article 365. 

 The 38th Amendment Act of 1975 made the satisfaction of the President in invoking 

Article 356 final and conclusive which could not be challenged in any court on any 

ground.  

 But, this provision was subsequently deleted by the 44th Amendment Act of 1978 

implying that the satisfaction of the President is not beyond judicial review. 

 In Bommai case (1994), the Supreme Court said that imposition of President’s Rule 

in a state under Article 356 is subject to judicial review. 

Source: Indian Polity by Laxmikanth 

 

Q.10) With reference to the executive powers of the President, which of the following 

statements is/are correct? 

1. All executive actions of the Government of India are formally taken in his name. 

2. He appoints the comptroller and auditor general of India and determines his salary and 

tenure. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below:  

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

ANS: A 

Explanation: The Indian President is the head of the state and he is also called the first 

citizen of India.  

 He is a part of Union Executive, provisions of which are dealt with Article 52-78 

including articles related to President (Article 52-62).  

 All executive actions of the Government of India are formally taken in his name. 

 The President appoints the comptroller and auditor general of India and he does not 

determine his salary and tenure.  

 The salary and other conditions of service of the CAG are determined by the 

Parliament of India through "The Comptroller and Auditor-General (Duties, Powers 

and Conditions of Service) Act, 1971". 

Source: Laxmikanth  
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