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General Studies - 1 

1. Solving India’s idol theft problem  

2. Why time banking is a crucial tool to empower women  

3. Is Hindi or English beneficial as the link language?  

4. A greener, safer future for Indian cities  

5. Hate speech is violent in itself and must be called out  

 

General Studies - 2 

1. Hate speech is violent in itself and must be called out  

2. Data divide between state, citizens is bad for democracy  

3. Bitter pill for all: Breakdown of trust between doctors and patients is caused and 

aggravated by state failures  

4. A merger to better manage the Indian Railways 

5. The process of electing India’s President  

6. Understanding the sovereign debt crisis in Sri Lanka  

7. Decoding dragon: GoI should upgrade strategic thinking on China  

8. Beijing’s move, India’s turn  

9. India and the U.K.: Crafting a new legacy  

10. From Cricket Rivals To Natural Partners  

11. A trade deal that will create jobs  

12. India’s role in a disordered world  

13. Amending the Weapons of Mass Destruction Act  

14. Rethink the Bill  

15. The food vaccine as right, more so for TB patients  

16. The key phrase is ‘focus on the foetus, for the future’  

17. HOPS as a route to universal health care  

18. Getting serious about supporting the care economy  

19. When lack of data gets in the way of affirmative action  

20. Why central services cannot be exempted from reservation for disabled  

21. India-US ties: The scope for literal common space  

22. Recalibrating the India-US relationship  

23. Why the regulation of sanctions matters? 

24. Take two: The pursuit of two courses simultaneously in physical mode is problematic  

25. India is a nation without a national language. Let’s embrace this  

26. A model struggling to deliver 

27. State of adolescent learning 

28. Being multilingual: Democratic pressure has made political parties introduce English 

in schools  

29. Court must settle challenge to the electoral bonds scheme quickly. The sanctity of 

elections is at stake  
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General Studies - 3 

1. India needs an economic reboot for rapid employment-heavy growth 

2. Fortifying nutrition  

3. Poverty estimates are a shot in the dark  

4. The importance of addressing duty anomalies in trade deals  

5. Cleaning India’s air: What is the report card so far? 

6. In pandemic shock, critical lessons for MSMEs  

7. A milestone’s been spied for a switchover to EVs  

8. Hits and misses: India’s solar power energy targets  

9. Is the Reserve Bank doing enough to rein in inflation?  

10. Humans Decoded  

11. What are oil bonds, and to what extent do they tie the govt’s hands?  
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GS1 – HISTORY -  ART AND CULTURE  

 

IDOL THEFT IN INDIA 

1. Solving India’s idol theft problem  

Source: This post is based on the article “Solving India’s idol theft problem” published in The 

Indian Express on 14th Apr 22. 
Syllabus: GS1 – Art and Culture 

Relevance: Loss of cultural heritage in the form of antiquities 

Context: Article, citing a CAG report, shines a light on the issue of the antiquities being stolen 

from monuments/sites and from Site Museums in India. 

What were the findings of the CAG report? 

The 2013 report on “Preservation and Conservation of Monuments and Antiquities”, by the CAG 

found that 131 antiquities were stolen from monuments/sites and 37 antiquities from Site 

Museums from 1981 to 2012. 

In similar situations, worldwide, organisations took effective steps including 

– checking of catalogues of international auction house(s) 

– posting news of such theft on websites 

– posting information about theft in the International Art Loss Registry 

– sending photographs of stolen objects electronically to dealers and auction houses and intimate 

scholars in the field. 

On ASI’s role: 

– ASI never participated or collected information on Indian antiquities put on sale at well-known 

international auction houses viz. Sotheby’s, Christie’s, etc. as there was no explicit provision in 

the AAT (Antiquities and Art Treasures) Act, 1972 for doing so. 

– ASI was also a nodal agency to retrieve stolen or illegally exported art objects. From 1976 to 

2001, 19 antiquities had been retrieved by the ASI from foreign countries. But after 2001, the 

ASI had not been able to achieve any success. 

India is a signatory to the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and 

Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property. India 

ratified it in 1977. 

Has the situation improved over the last few years? 

Yes. 

Around 200-odd idols have been returned by the US, Britain, Canada and Australia. Credit 

largely goes to increased citizen awareness and to the initiatives & success of the India Pride 

Project (It is a group of art enthusiasts who uses social media to identify stolen religious artefacts 

from Indian temples and secure their return) 
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A stolen Buddha statue has also returned from Italy. 

What is the way forward? 

India should also sign the 1995 UNIDROIT (International Institute for the Unification of Private 

Law) Convention on Stolen or Illegally Exported Cultural Objects. 

India can take lessons from global best practices, like those followed by Italy – 

a) A specific law on protecting cultural heritage, with enhanced penalties; (b) Centralised 

management before granting authorisation for archaeological research; (c) Specialisation in 

cultural heritage for public prosecutors; (d) An inter-ministerial committee for recovery and 

return of cultural objects; (e) MOUs and bilateral agreements with other countries and 

international organisations to prevent illegal trafficking; (f) Involvement of private organisations 

and individuals in protection; (g) A complete inventory of moveable and immoveable cultural 

heritage, with detailed catalogues; (h) Monitoring and inspection of cultural sites; and (i) 

Centralised granting of export requests. 

 

GS1 – SOCIETY – WOMEN ISSUES 

 

TIME BANKING FOR WOMEN AND RELATED ISSUES 

2. Why time banking is a crucial tool to empower women  

Source: This post is created based on the article “Why time banking is a crucial tool to 
empower women” published on 13/April/2022 in Down to Earth. 

Syllabus: GS 1 – Role of women, Social empowerment 

Context: Unpaid work is crucial for development of the society and economy, but is often 

invisible. Women perform 75% of the world’s unpaid care work. 

The largest source of women’s unpaid labor is domestic work. These include household chores 

like grocery shopping, cooking, cleaning as well as caregiving to the children, elderly and infirm. 

What is time poverty? 

Time poverty is defined as “not having enough time” to pursue interests beyond unpaid domestic/ 

care work. 

Unpaid labour is often devalued by men and creates time poverty. The situation leads to 

emotional strain. 

Time poverty has a direct bearing on the ability of women to contribute to or participate in the 

labour market and/or public or political life, leading to declining female labour force participation 

rate. 

What is time banking?  

https://blog.forumias.com/why-time-banking-is-a-crucial-tool-to-empower-women/


9 PM Compilation for the Month of April, (Second Week) 2022 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

 

 

Time banking can be viewed as an opportunity cost of an unpaid activity in terms of the time 

sacrificed. In time banks, one hour equals one time credit, regardless of the service being 

performed or the level of each person’s skill or gender. 

Time-banking can benefit women, their families and their communities by alleviating time 

poverty through the system of exchange services through time credits. 

For each hour of a service exchanged, the service provider receives one, time credit and the 

beneficiary pays one, time credit. 

What are the benefits? 

There are time banks operating in more than 30 countries in the Americas, Africa and Europe 

as well as in Russia and China. Time bank networks can be utilised for increasing political 

participation of women in the following ways: 

 Directly: Through utilisation of time credits for campaigning for office 

 Indirectly: By educating themselves or others on local issues or understanding their 

rights, accessing government programs and mobilising others. 

Across the world, there are examples in our everyday life of intra- and inter-family examples of 

informal time-sharing. However, for tangible results on a community or economy scale, the 

concept needs scaling up and formalisation. 

How to formalise time banking?  

The most relevant case study on time banks is that of Senegal, where time banking was made a 

formal system and integrated into a vocational training centre for women. It allowed women to 

earn time credits by working at the centre or caring for members’ children and exchange them 

for classes and workshops. 

To make time banks a formal set up, GRADES introduced a simple framework. Each member of 

the community identified needs that he or she can address. The community then translated the 

service performed by the individual into time credits which could be exchanged for hours beyond 

unpaid work. 

Way forward 

Time banking, if made a formal arrangement, has the potential to act as the catalyst to women 

empowerment by formally recognising the economic value of unpaid labour and tapping the same 

across communities 
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GS1 – SOCIETY – INCLUSIVE SOCIETY 

 

LANGUAGES IN INDIA AND RELATED ISSUES 

3. Is Hindi or English beneficial as the link language?  

Source: The post is based on an article “Is Hindi or English beneficial as the link language?” 

published in The Hindu on 15th Apr 22.  
Syllabus: GS2 – Indian Constitution, Govt policies and interventions 

 

Relevance: Hindi Language as the national language  

News: Recently, the Union Home minister said that the citizens of States should communicate 

with each other in the “language of India”. They should choose Hindi as an alternative to English. 

This has sparked criticism from the opposition and various sections of Indian society.  

What are the arguments against use of Hindi as a communication language across Indian 

states?  

According to Census 2011, Hindi was reported as the first choice of language for 

communication by residents of only 12 of the 35 States and Union Territories (UTs)  

Hindi is not spoken by the majority.  

– 43% of Indians who speak “Hindi languages” include 56 languages like Bhojpuri, Rajasthani, 

Hindi and Chhattisgarhi. Out of this, only 26% speak Hindi specifically as their mother tongue.   

There is a positive correlation between a higher standard of living and a higher share of 

English speakers. For example, the States/UTs having a higher share of English speakers 

have higher HDI scores in comparison to States having a higher share of Hindi speakers.   

The Hindi-speaking States have been witnessing net out-migration. It means more people have 

been migrating towards the non-Hindi speaking states (Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Gujarat, West 

Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Punjab and Delhi) in search of better livelihoods. This has 

been validated by an analysis of railways passenger data referred to the 2017 Economic 

Survey and the 2011 Census data.   

 

GS1 – SOCIETY – URBANISATION 

 

URBAN PLANNING AND RELATED ISSUES 

4. A greener, safer future for Indian cities  

Source: This post is created based on the article “A greener, safer future for Indian cities” 

published on 12th Apr 22 in The Indian Express. 

Context: The IPCC’s latest report shows how smart urban planning can mitigate the effects of 

climate change.   

What is the need for smart urban planning in India?  
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India is witnessing one of the largest urban growth spurts in history.   

By the time India turns 100, nearly half the population will be living in urban areas, making 

it imperative to not only nurture India’s megacities but also facilitate tier-2 and tier-3 cities to 

gear up for the future.  

Therefore, the Union Budget 2022 had announced the formation of a high-level committee of 

planners, economists and institutions to make recommendations on urban sector policies.   

What are the challenges wrt urban infra in India?  

Town and country planning acts in India have largely remained unchanged over the past 50 

years, relying on techniques set up by the British.   

Cities still create land use and regulatory control-based master plans. The focus of planning 

continues to be the strict division of the city into various homogeneous zones such as residential, 

commercial and industrial.  

Master plans face prolonged delays in preparation, sanctioning and implementation. Inter-

agency negotiations remain out of the scope of the master planning process. They tend to 

take a static, broad-brush approach to cities that have dynamic fine-grained structures and 

local specificities.   

What measures need to be implemented?   

Globally, cities are moving to the practice of developing strategic plans and projects along with 

local area plans.  

The projects should be designed and developed in the context of land that can be made available 

and capital resources that can be raised.  

Strategic plans should be developed every five years to increase a city’s competitiveness and 

help it achieve its strategic goals with respect to sustainability and economic development by 

identifying key projects to be implemented.  

Finally, local area plans should be developed to ensure the health, safety and welfare of citizens 

through public participation, contextualising local challenges, needs and ambitions.  

Cities should also aim to mainstream the use of spatialised social, economic and 

environmental data to create robust links across the urban- rural continuum.  

Way Forward 

Building consensus around future growth and development, with a focus on climate action, 

economic and social integration, is crucial. Such a participatory process is what will help build 

a vibrant, inclusive and liveable urban India. 
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GS2 – SOCIAL ISSUES – HATE SPEECH 

 

ISSUE OF HATE SPEECH IN INDIA 

1. Hate speech is violent in itself and must be called out  

Source: The post is based on an article “Hate speech is violent in itself and must be called 

out” published in the Indian Express on 15th Apr 22. 
Syllabus: GS2 – Social issues 

Relevance: Hate Speech  

News: Recently, the chief priest of an ashram in Uttar Pradesh’s Sitapur district publicly 

threatened sexual violence against Muslim women. It implies that the Hate speech has become 

a frequent phenomenon in public sphere of India.  

Why hate speech is a big issue?  

It has become one of the biggest challenges to the rule of law and to our democratic conscience. 

It is anti-constitutional and anti-secular in India.  

It is at the root of many forms of violence.   

Hate Speech laws in India  

The Sections 153A, 295A and 298 under the IPC criminalises “the promotion of enmity between 

different groups of people on grounds of religion and language, alongside acts that are prejudicial 

to maintaining communal harmony”.  

Section 505 of the IPC criminalises speech/statements intended/likely to induce fear or alarm 

to the public, instigate/incite public disorder, class or community violence and inter-community 

hatred.   

Section 125 of the Representation of People Act makes promoting feelings of enmity and 

hatred on grounds of religion and caste, punishable with imprisonment up to three years and 

fine or both.   

What have been issues in combating hate speech in India?  

In recent years, hate speech and disinformation campaign, has been mediatised i.e., acquired 

a systemic presence in the media, and social media platforms (like Facebook and YouTube 

Platform).  

– 2018 was considered as “the year of online hate”. There have been anti-minority sentiments 

on these platforms.  

There is a lack of political will, blatant inefficiency and bias of the administration.  

– For example, In 2019, the SC reprimanded the Election Commission for not taking action 

against hate speech during the election. The ECI responded by saying that it had limited powers 
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to take action in this matter. In fact, there has been shocking apathy of the judiciary as it has 

not taken any stand against it  

The hate speech is increasingly used for electoral mobilisation along communal lines across 

India.  

Ways Forward  

The Indian republic should be committed to working within the framework of constitutional 

democracy and the rule of law.  

Hate speech, in itself, must be understood and treated as a violent act. Hate speech must be 

unambiguously condemned and the law must take its course.   

The Law Commission in its 267th report recommended introduction of new provisions within 

the penal code that specifically punish incitement to violence.  

The Supreme Court should act decisively in response to allegations of hate speech in the judicial 

cases.  

The EC must assume more responsibility related hate speech during the election period.  

The media should play the real role of watchdog. 

 

GS2 – GOVERNANCE – GOVERNANCE AND RELATED ISSUES 

 

DATA GOVERNANCE 

2. Data divide between state, citizens is bad for democracy  

Source: The post is based on an article “Data divide between state, citizens is bad for 
democracy” published in The Indian Express on 15th Apr 22.  

Syllabus: GS2 – Design and implementation of policies and programmes; and Governance 

Relevance: Public Data  

News: The Economic Survey focused on improving the quality and quantity of data, so that it 

can be used for better and quicker assessment of the state of the economy.  

While amassing of data is no doubt essential, facilitating its access to the citizens is critical for 

a healthy and informed public discourse on issues of policy relevance. 

Importance of Public Data  

It can improve people’s life in myriad ways. For example, data on migrants collected during 

the pandemic can be used for effective public policy on migrants.  

It can lead to informed public discourse. It is critical for accountable and transparent 

governance in any democracy. For example, The Right to Information has been a useful 

instrument.  
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It can help tackle corruption and better targeting of beneficiaries. 

How is the citizen’s access to data is limited in India?  

The political factors prevent its dissemination of data among the public. There are fears that 

access to data can increase the accountability of the government and create a roadblock in the 

administration.   

The autonomy of statistical agencies is compromised for immediate political gains. For 

example, data from the consumption survey 2017-18 has not yet been released. Similarly, the 

first PLFS 2017-18) was released only after the 2019 general election.  

– The Annual Survey of Industries (ASI) has not been seriously treated.  

– The Water and Sanitation Survey data 2018 has not been released.  

The India government has been working upon the UIDAI and JAM (Jan Dhan-Aadhaar -Mobile). 

Huge amounts of data has been collected under JAM (Jandhan – Aadhaar – Mobile), thereby 

breaching privacy of the citizens. 

The government has collected an enormous amount of data during the pandemic and 

immunisation process. However, the government has suppressed information on pandemic 

induced deaths.  

What are the impacts of inadequate data access to citizens?  

The data divide between the state and its citizens is a potential threat to the smooth functioning 

of a democracy.   

It will not lead to full realization of the potential of modern technology.  

The increased gathering of data and lack of sharing with citizens increases chances of the 

surveillance state. It can lead to breach of the fundamental right to privacy of the citizens of 

India.   

Way Forward  

The use of data by different stakeholders will help the government in the improvement of the 

governance.   

The statistical wings of the government should be made independent. It will increase the 

reputation and credibility.   
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GS2 – GOVERNANCE – GOVT POLICIES AND INTERVENTIONS 

 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE AND RELATED ISSUES  

3. Bitter pill for all: Breakdown of trust between doctors and patients is caused and 

aggravated by state failures  

Source: This post is based on the article “Bitter pill for all: Breakdown of trust between 
doctors and patients is caused and aggravated by state failures” published in The Times of 

India on 14th Apr 22. 

Syllabus: GS2 – Issues related to Health, Govt policies and interventions 

Relevance: Medical field and Public health 

News: Recently, a Dausa gynaecologist committed tragic suicide after Rajasthan police booked 

her for murder over a pregnant woman dying during childbirth. Also, two district hospital doctors 

in Howrah were severely assaulted after a patient with severe kidney disease died. These 

confrontations, which are a relatively recent phenomenon, reveal a broken system. 

With both doctors’ and patients’ kin demanding justice when such incidents occur, police must 

proceed with caution and ensure public order until medical experts deliver a conclusive opinion. 

What is the situation wrt medical negligence in India? 

NCRB data indicates 552 cases of medical negligence between 2018 and 2020. But given patchy 

healthcare coverage, actual incidence of medical negligence and deaths avertable with nearer-to-

home healthcare facilities would be significantly higher. 

Why do people resort to violence in such cases? 

Broken-down government hospitals and huge monetary demands of private hospitals leave the 

average low-income Indian citizen helpless. 

This may explain the periodic outbursts of violence. 

To make matters worse, due process and procedure are still evolving, decades after 

Independence. 

What is the due process in cases of medical negligence? 

In 2021, National Medical Commission issued the following guidelines – 

– Police, prior to making arrests, is required to send medical negligence criminal complaints to 

the district medical council’s medical board. 

– The board must send recommendations within two weeks and an aggrieved party (doctor or 

prosecuting agency) can approach the state medical council’s board for another opinion, again 

not exceeding two weeks. 

Eighteen states have a special law prescribing three years imprisonment for assaulting 

doctors, the amended Epidemic Diseases Act prescribes harsher punishment, but police are 

failing to ensure deterrence. 

What is the way forward? 
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NMC must ensure every district has medical boards in place and local police internalise due 

processes. 

Doctors demand that penal provisions must be written into IPC, the handy rule book in thana, 

to ensure implementation by police. 

For patients, approaching consumer courts for civil remedies to medical negligence is futile 

because of horrible backlogs. 

Meanwhile, NMC Act allowing appeals from doctors but not patients to the national-level Ethics 

and Medical Registration Board against state medical council decisions aggravates patients’ 

disenchantment. 

For doctors’ professional wellbeing and to deter medical negligence, let’s have even-handed rules 

– and better public health facilities. 

 

CREATION OF IRMS 

4. A merger to better manage the Indian Railways 

Source: The post is based on an article “A merger to better manage the Indian Railways” 

published in The Hindu on 13th April 2022.  

News: Recently, the government issued a Gazette notification regarding the creation of the 

Indian Railway Management Service (IRMS).  

It has been created after merging 8 out of 10 Group-A Indian Railway services, and marks a 

paradigm shift in the management of one of the world’s largest rail networks.   

What is the significance of this move? 

It is one of the biggest bureaucratic transformations in India since Independence, and will 

improve the governance in Indian railway. At present, Indian railways seem to be governed by 

the top-heavy bureaucracy.  

It will create job opportunities for lakhs of applicants who apply through the Union Public Service 

Commission (UPSC).  

Why were the Indian railway services merged?  

The operation of Indian railways requires a coordinated work for maintaining safety of operations 

and ensuring the punctuality of trains.   

India is aspiring to become a $5 trillion economy and an economic powerhouse in the near 

future. The Indian Railways will play a very crucial role in achieving  

A reinvigorated bureaucracy is needed for implementation of various projects like Gati Shakti 

initiative, a network of dedicated freight corridors, high speed rail corridors, station re-

development projects, the induction of Vande Bharat trains on a large scale, and other projects 

of strategic importance have been launched.   

https://blog.forumias.com/a-merger-to-better-manage-the-indian-railways/


9 PM Compilation for the Month of April, (Second Week) 2022 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

 

 

The adoption of the latest technology and improving the efficiency of logistics operations 

require new future leaders.   

Way Forward  

The existing cadre of officers (8,000 senior officers of the Indian Railways) need to be imparted 

with training. They have to work in coordination and not in silos.  

The initial training along with mid-career training programmes may be reoriented for newly 

recruited IRMS officers.   

The IRMS training needs to be a design based on competencies required for different leadership 

roles. For example, managing the verticals of operations, business development, infrastructure 

development and maintenance, traction and rolling stock, and finance and human resource 

management.   

Mission Karmayogi of the Government of India can be used for mapping domain, function and 

behaviour-related competencies of the IRMS Officers. Therefore, it can help for competencies-

based postings of officers.   

Further, the Integrated Government Online Training (iGOT) programme of the Government 

of India can be instrumental in shaping the career progression of the IRMS officers. 

 

GS2 – POLITY – INDIAN CONSTITUTION 

 

ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA 

5. The process of electing India’s President  

Source: This post is created based on the article “The process of electing India’s President” 
published on 13/April/2022 in The Hindu.  

Syllabus: GS 2 – Indian Polity  

Context: The tenure of the current President is set to end in July this year, which is also when 

the 16th Indian Presidential election will be held to elect his successor.   

How is the President elected?   

The Indian President is elected through an electoral college system, by proportional 

representation by a single transferable vote. The Elections are conducted and overseen by the 

Election Commission of India.   

The electoral college is based on all elected members of Parliament (MPs), and the elected 

members of State Legislative Assemblies and Union Territories (MLAs).   

Before voting, in the nomination stage, the candidate files nomination with a signed list of 50 

proposers and 50 seconders. These can be anyone from the members of the electoral college 

from the State or national level. This rule was implemented by EC in 1974. An elector cannot 

propose or second the nomination of more than one candidate.   
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What is the value of each vote, and how is it calculated?   

A vote cast by each MP or MLA is not calculated as one vote. There is a larger vote value attached 

to it.   

The value of each MLA’s vote is determined by dividing the population of the State by the 

number of MLAs in its legislative assembly, and the quotient is further divided by 1000. 

For example – U.P. has the highest vote value for each MLAs at 208, while Arunachal Pradesh is 

just 8. This population is taken from the figure of the 1971 Census (84th Amendment Act). 

This will change after Census 2026.   

The fixed value of each vote by an MP of Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha is 708.   

What is required to secure a victory?   

A candidate requires a specific quota of votes to win. While counting, EC totals up all the valid 

votes cast through paper ballots, and to win, candidates should secure 50% +1 of the total 

votes cast.   

The voters of the electoral college write the names of candidates on the ballot paper in the order 

of preference.   

What can be expected in the upcoming presidential polls?  

Vice President Venkaiah Naidu is reportedly the front-runner for the presidential race nominated 

by the ruling NDA, unless a second term ticket is given to Mr. Kovind.   

Opposition parties are contemplating jointly putting up a candidate for the race.   

 

GS2 – INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – INDIA AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD 

 

INDIA – SRI LANKA RELATIONS 

6. Understanding the sovereign debt crisis in Sri Lanka  

Source: This post is based on the article “Understanding the sovereign debt crisis in Sri 
Lanka” published in The Hindu on 15th Apr 22. 

Syllabus: GS2 – International Relations – India and its neighbourhood 

Relevance: Sri Lanka’s economic crisis 

News: The Sri Lankan government has decided to default on all its foreign debt worth $51 billion 

as it awaits financial assistance from the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The government stated that it took the decision to preserve its dwindling foreign reserves to pay 

for the import of essential items. Ratings agencies such as Fitch, and Standard & Poor’s have 

downgraded Sri Lanka’s sovereign debt. 

What is Sovereign debt? 

Sovereign debt refers to the debt issued or accumulated by any government. 
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– Governments borrow money to finance the various expenses that they cannot meet through 

their regular tax revenues. They usually need to pay interest on such debt along with the 

principal amount over time, although many governments simply choose to borrow fresh debt to 

repay existing debt.  

Historically, governments have tended to borrow more money than they could actually repay in 

order to fund populist spending. 

Can Governments borrow money in local currency? 

Yes. Governments can borrow either in their local currency or in foreign currency like the 

U.S. dollar. 

– Governments usually find it easier to borrow and repay in their local currency. This is because 

governments with the help of their central banks can easily create fresh local currency to repay 

debt denominated in the local currency. This is known as debt monetisation and it can lead to 

increased money supply, which in turn causes prices to rise. 

Why repayment of debt denominated in a foreign currency is difficult? 

This is because governments depend on the inflow of foreign currency to gather the necessary 

foreign exchange to pay their foreign debt. 

– For instance: The Sri Lankan government or the central bank, for example, cannot create U.S. 

dollars out of thin air to pay their foreign debt denominated in U.S. dollars. Instead, they depend 

on U.S. dollars flowing into Sri Lanka in the form of foreign investment and payments received 

in exchange for the export of various goods and services to build up their foreign reserves. 

Why is Sri Lanka unable to pay its sovereign debt? 

Tourism sector hit hard: Sri Lanka depends heavily on its tourism sector to bring in the foreign 

exchange necessary to import essential items such as food and fuel. 

– The tourism sector contributes to about 10% of Sri Lanka’s gross domestic product. Since the 

coronavirus pandemic and the ensuing lockdowns, Sri Lanka’s tourism sector has been hit hard. 

This, in turn, has affected the inflow of U.S. dollars into the Sri Lankan economy. 

Thus, the Sri Lankan government has been finding it hard to obtain the U.S. dollars necessary 

to make good on its foreign debt obligations. 

Efforts to fix exchange rate failed: Sri Lanka’s efforts to fix the exchange rate of the Sri Lankan 

rupee against the U.S. dollar in order to raise the price of the rupee may have also played a role 

in the foreign debt crisis. The country’s central bank at a certain point banned the payment of 

more than 200 Sri Lankan rupees for one U.S. dollar. 

This rate was way below the actual market price of the dollar, which caused trades to be pushed 

into the black market and also caused a drop in the supply of U.S. dollars in the forex market. 

What is the cost of defaulting on foreign debt? 
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International lenders may be reluctant to lend any more money to the Sri Lankan government 

unless such lending is part of a restructuring agreement. 

Impact on ratings: This fact will also be reflected in the ratings that international ratings 

agencies give to debt issued by the Sri Lankan government. 

Going forward, the cost of fresh borrowing is likely to be high for the Sri Lankan government 

as lenders will be incurring greater risk while lending to a government that has been unable to 

make good on its previous commitments. 

 

INDIA – CHINA RELATIONS 

7. Decoding dragon: GoI should upgrade strategic thinking on China  

Source: This post is created based on the article “Decoding dragon: GoI should upgrade 

strategic thinking on China” published in Times of India on 16th April 2022.  

Context: Given that China today is our main strategic challenge, India’s defense and strategic 

establishments need to up their game in decoding China. The Indian army is trying to address 

its capability voids in Mandarin and boost specialization on Chinese issues among its ranks. 

What steps have been taken by the army? 

The army is working to increase basic and advanced levels of Mandarin training for its soldiers, 

both within the force and through MoUs with universities offering Chinese language courses. 

Last year, the army began specialized courses for some of its soldiers on Tibetology. 

What is the way forward? 

The best way to enhance our strategic understanding of China would be to support Mandarin 

and Chinese studies across the entire ecosystem of schools and universities. This is what the US 

has done over decades, producing dozens of Chinese studies like Ezra Vogel and John King 

Fairbank. 

A civilian-defence academic compact can provide us with a 360-degree understanding of China. 

In this regard, Government must seriously look at having more Taiwan Education Centres in 

Indian universities and even fostering Mandarin-language cooperation between Indian armed 

forces and Taiwanese universities. 

 

8. Beijing’s move, India’s turn  

Source: The post is based on an article “Beijing’s move, India’s turn” is published in The 

Hindu on 14th Apr 22.  
Syllabus: GS2 – International Relations,   

Relevance: India-China relations 

 

News: Recently, India refused to condemn Russia’s military invasion, and decided to continue 

trade with Russia. It has abstained from voting on United Nations resolutions.  
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In this context, a number of diplomats, officials, and ministers from across the globe visited 

India. This has raised India’s role in global politics.  

What are the ongoing challenges in India-China Relationship?  

India and America have seen convergence of interests based on the Chinese emergence and 

assertion.   

There is a relative power gap between the two Asian powers. For instance, China’s economy is 

nearly six times India’s size.  

Indo-China border disputes: 90,000 Indian and Chinese soldiers have been deployed in Ladakh 

for nearly two years now. Further, 15 rounds of negotiations have failed to result in de-escalation 

in certain border areas.   

India has been accommodative of Beijing’s sensitivities.  

– For example, the Indian government had instructed the U.S. officials to neither mention the 

Chinese aggression in any joint statement nor raise it in a strong manner otherwise. India did 

not criticise China’s clampdown in Hong Kong, and mistreatment of Uighurs in Xinjiang. In 

addition, India has kept the activities of the Tibetan community (including Dalai Lama) in India 

within limits that do not provoke Beijing.  

However, China is unconcerned about Indian sensitivities.  

– For example, China signed a provocative statement on Kashmir at the OIC meeting in 

Islamabad. In addition, China has allowed South Korean and Pakistani students to return to 

China. However, it has not been extended to India.  

In fact, India has remained defensive about the criticism of its own strong-arm policies in 

Kashmir.   

Other Foreign Policy Challenges for India  

India is the centrepiece of the Joe Biden administration’s Indo-Pacific strategy. In fact, India’s 

Quad partners (U.S., Japan, Australia) have imposed trade sanctions on Russia, and provided 

military aid to Ukraine.  

The U.S. has issued a warning of the consequences for India and other countries if they actively 

attempt to circumvent or backfill the US sanctions”. For example, India and Russia are 

exploring ways of conducting bilateral trade by bypassing the dollar-based financial system.  

China praised India for pursuing an independent foreign policy. It wishes India to move away 

from the Quad. It wants to reset its larger strategic interest with New Delhi. If there is any reset 

in India and China ties, it will alter New Delhi’s relationship with the U.S. Further, It will 

impact the effectiveness of Quad.  

Ways Forward  
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India has stated that precondition for return to normalcy in China-India ties: (1) restoration of 

status quo ante of April 2020 in Ladakh; and (2) disengagement from remaining “friction 

points”.  

The Chinese minister offered to create a virtual G-2 in Asia. He proposed to protect India’s 

traditional role and collaborate on developmental projects as ‘China-India Plus’ in South 

Asia.   

China should pay heed to India’s limited preconditions for declaring the border crisis resolved.   

 

INDIA – UK RELATIONS 

9. India and the U.K.: Crafting a new legacy  

Source: This post is created based on the article “India and the U.K.: Crafting a new legacy” 
published on 12/April/2022 in The Hindu.  

 

Context: India-UK relationship has been on an upward trajectory, exemplified by conclusion of 

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. The agreement established a 2030 Roadmap of India-

U.K. relations.   

What are the areas of cooperation between India and the U.K.?  

In her recent visit, the U.K. Foreign Secretary highlighted the importance of countering Russian 

aggression and developing ties between Britain and India in the Indo-Pacific region. 

There were talks on defence related trade deals, cyber security, and plans to hold First 

Strategic Tech Dialogue.   

India is a key strategic partner of the U.K. in the Indo-Pacific as highlighted by the Defence and 

International Security Partnership between Indian and the U.K, signed in 2015.   

The U.K. has also confirmed British investment funding to support renewable energy in India.   

In January, India and the U.K. concluded the first round of talks for an India-U.K. Free Trade 

Agreement. An early harvest deal is expected.   

What are the new areas of cooperation?  

British and Indian PM met on the sidelines of COP26 in Glasgow and focused on India-U.K. 

Climate Partnership. He is also expected to visit in April end.   

New areas of cooperation are – fintech, market regulation, sustainable and green finance, 

cybersecurity. For instance – collaboration of Oxford-AstraZeneca and Serum Institute of 

India.   

Way forward 

As India seeks to carve out a new role for itself in the evolving global order as a ‘leading power’ 

and the U.K. recalibrates its strategic lookout post Brexit, this is a unique moment for India-U.K. 

ties.  
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It is time to lay the foundations of a partnership that can respond adequately to the challenges 

of the 21st century.   

 

INDIA – AUS RELATIONS 

10. From Cricket Rivals To Natural Partners  

Source: This post is based on the article “From Cricket Rivals To Natural Partners” 

published in The Times of India on 15th Apr 22. 

Syllabus: GS2 – International Relations – India and its neighbourhood 
Relevance: India – Aus bilateral relations and geopolitics in the Indo-Pacific 

Context: India and Australia have largely been known as cricket rivals, but are transitioning 

rapidly to becoming natural partners. The recent signing of the India-Australia Economic 

Cooperation and Trade Agreement is yet another significant step in the rapid deepening of the 

bilateral relationship. 

Not only have the top leaders of India and Australia been meeting extremely regularly, the Indian 

Prime Minister has termed the signing of the ECTA with Australia as a ‘watershed moment’, as 

it represents a complete transformation of the bilateral relationship. 

What are the key dimensions of the transformed Indo-Aus bilateral relationship? 

1] Membership of QUAD: India and Australia are members of the Quad, along with Japan and 

the US. 

While India has had independently strong and substantial economic ties with Japan and the US, 

no such economic pillar underlay the relationship between India and Australia. As members of 

the Quad, it was clearly important for India and Australia to change that. And it was driven, by 

most accounts, by the backing of the leadership at the highest levels of both countries. That is 

indicative of the strategic nature of the ECTA. 

Moreover, as Quad is not a military alliance, that means it has to be an economic and 

technological one. Therefore, ECTA is an important step in that direction. 

2] Increasing importance of Australia: Australia is becoming much more important on the 

global stage than it previously was. For instance: 

– In September 2021, US President Joe Biden had said, “the United States has no closer or more 

reliable ally than Australia.” 

Australia has emerged as an important player on the global stage today for various reasons. 

– It is strategically located in the Indo-Pacific from the US perspective. If any conflict were to 

occur over the Taiwan Strait, the presence of a close, reliable ally in the south of the region would 

be the perfect complement to the presence of a close, reliable ally in the north (that is, Japan). 

– In the Indo-Pacific, Australia is now positioned the way UK is for US in Europe. This also 

explains the creation of the newest military alliance in the region: AUKUS. 

3]. Australia’s Rare earth reserves: Australia also has massive reserves of rare earths, which 

are critical elements in the global supply chain for semiconductors. 
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As the US decouples itself (to whatever extent possible) from China, one of the costs it has to 

bear is the loss of access to China’s largest reserves of rare earths. Therefore, the US and like-

minded nations need access to Australia’s reserves to ensure a global semiconductor supply 

chain devoid of China. 

That is one of the main technological dimensions of the growing closeness between India and 

Australia as well. 

– India is attempting to build its own semiconductor industry, and it realises that ultimately, it 

will need access to a secure, reliable source of rare earths. And clearly, Chinia cannot be relied 

upon for that. Australia is the perfect partner instead. 

4]. Cooperation on cybersecurity and intelligence sharing are likely to be key focus areas as 

well, as is the easy flow of talent, given the large number of Indian students studying in Australia. 

Strategically, Australia and India will need to come even closer if they are to form the eastern 

and western flanks of an open, free, stable and multipolar IndoPacific region. 

 

11. A trade deal that will create jobs  

Source: This post is created based on the article “A trade deal that will create jobs” 
published on 10/April/2022 in Times of India. 

News: India and Australia have recently signed a trade agreement called the India-Australia 

Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement or IndAusECTA.  

What does this mean? 

This deal will eliminate tariffs on more than 85% of Australian goods entering India and almost 

all of Indian goods entering Australia. 

Australian exports to India of sheep meat, wool, coal, alumina, metallic ores, including 

manganese, copper, nickel and critical minerals will be tariff free. 

Likewise, for Indian exports to Australia of jewellery, cosmetics, bed linen, clothing, paints, 

automotive parts and furniture. 

Australia will get access to the fast and rapidly growing Indian market, while Indian 

companies will enjoy cheap supply of energy, raw material and intermediate goods. 

In India, this will create at least 1 million jobs in labour-intensive sectors like textiles, leather 

and pharmaceuticals. 

India’s concern about its agriculture and dairy sectors are also respected. 

Will it also open the door to movement of people? 

Through IndAusECTA, Australia will help more Indians gain education and experience. Australia 

will increase post-study work visa durations for Indian graduates. 

It will ensure that Australia’s service providers remain competitive compared to India’s future 

trading partners. Australia will also eliminate double taxation on IT firms. 
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Way forward 

A strong and prosperous Indo-Pacific is in the world’s interest. IndAusECTA is our unity ticket 

for a better future together. 

 

GS2 – INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – INTERNATIONAL ORG AND GROUPINGS 

 

GLOBAL INSTITUTIONS AND RELATED ISSUES 

12. India’s role in a disordered world  

Source: This post is created based on the article “India’s role in a disordered world” 

published on 11/April/2022 in The Hindu. 
Syllabus: GS 2 – International Relations 

Context: Institutes of global governance are weakening. For instance, the climate crisis is 

unresolved, vaccines were hoarded by rich countries, and the World Trade Organization is 

struggling. 

How did the institutes of global governance emerge?  

After World War II, new institutions of global governance were established – the United Nations 

and the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), and the World Bank and the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF).  

However, the victors retained their veto power within the United Nations Security Council and 

also control the World Bank, the IMF, and the WTO. 

The developed non-communist powers, the US, the UK, France, Italy, Japan, West Germany, 

and Canada, formed the G7 in 1976. The European Union was invited to attend in 1977. Russia 

joined in 1998 – its inclusion was a signal of cooperation between East and West. However, it 

was thrown out in 2014 after the invasion of Crimea. 

After the Asian financial crisis, the G20 was formed in 1999 with the aim to ensure financial 

stability. Russia is a member, but Western nations want to throw Russia out now. Meanwhile, 

India will be the chair of G20 from December 2022. 

Have the institutions fulfilled their stated goals? 

Inequalities have only risen. Countries such as the U.S., are also demanding more “socialism” 

and less unbounded capitalism. 

Free market capitalism is not ideologically compatible with a genuine democracy. All western 

electoral systems began with the right to vote limited to property owners only. Universal adult 

franchise is a new phenomenon. 

What are the tensions between capitalist and democratic institutions? 
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Capitalist institutions want to be unfettered by democratic regulations to make it easier to do 

business. Whereas, Democratic institutions want to rein in the competitive animal spirits, to 

make it more compassionate. 

The simultaneous imposition of free markets and elections has invariably increased inequalities, 

social tensions, and sectarian conflicts. For example – Iraq and Afghanistan. 

What is the need for redistribution of power?  

Power accumulated in societies by the principle of “cumulative causation”. Those who already 

have more power, will not only use the power to improve the world but to also ensure that they 

remain in power. Those who have power will resist losing it. For instance – anti-colonial 

movements leading to violence. 

Way Forward: 

Global governance needs to become genuinely democratic. Countries must be given freedom to 

evolve their own democracies and economies and not to be dictated by others. Instances of 

sanctions by global dictators should end. Calling on democratic country like India, to take their 

side, must also end. 

 

GS2 – POLITY – BILLS AND RELATED ISSUES  

 

AMENDMENT TO THE WMD ACT 

13. Amending the Weapons of Mass Destruction Act  

Source: This post is based on the article “Amending the Weapons of Mass Destruction Act” 

published in The Hindu on 12th Apr 22. 

Context: The Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) and their Delivery Systems (Prohibition 

of Unlawful Activities) Amendment Bill, 2022 was passed in the Lok Sabha recently. 

The Bill amends the WMD and their Delivery Systems (Prohibition of Unlawful Activities) 

Act, 2005 which prohibits the unlawful manufacture, transport, or transfer of WMD 

(chemical, biological and nuclear weapons) and their means of delivery. 

The recent amendment extends the scope of banned activities to include financing of already 

prohibited activities. 

What was the purpose of the original WMD Act of 2005? 

Its primary objective was to provide an integrated and overarching legislation on prohibiting 

unlawful activities in relation to all three types of WMD, their delivery systems and related 

materials, equipment and technologies. 

It instituted penalties for contravention of these provisions such as imprisonment for a term not 

less than five years (extendable for life) as well as fines. 
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The Act was passed to meet an international obligation enforced by the UN Security Council 

Resolution (UNSCR)1540 of 2004. 

UNSCR 1540 enforced three primary obligations upon nation states – a) to not provide any form of 

support to non-state actors seeking to acquire WMD, related materials, or their means of delivery, 

b) to adopt and enforce laws criminalising the possession and acquisition of such items by non-

state actors, c) to adopt and enforce domestic controls over relevant materials, in order to prevent 

their proliferation. 

What has the Amendment added to the existing Act? 

The Amendment expands the scope to include prohibition of financing of any activity related 

to WMD and their delivery systems. 

To prevent such financing, the Central government shall have the power to freeze, seize or 

attach funds, financial assets, or economic resources of suspected individuals (whether 

owned, held, or controlled directly or indirectly). 

It also prohibits persons from making finances or related services available for other persons 

indulging in such activity. 

What more should India do? 

Domestic level 

– At the domestic level, this Amendment will have to be enforced through proper outreach 

measures to industry and other stakeholders to make them realise their obligations under the 

new provisions. 

International level 

– It is also necessary that India keeps WMD security in international focus. Even countries which 

do not have WMD technology have to be sensitised to their role in the control framework to 

prevent weak links in the global control system. India can offer help to other countries on 

developing national legislation, institutions and regulatory framework through the IAEA 

(International Atomic Energy Agency) or on bilateral basis. 

What is the international significance of this legislation? What is in it for India? 

Significance: 

Global 

– Preventing acts of terrorism that involve WMD or their delivery systems requires building a 

network of national and international measures in which all nation states are equally 

invested. 

– Such actions strengthen global enforcement of standards relating to the export of sensitive 

items and preventing terrorist and black-market networks from gaining access to them. 
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– Sharing of best practices on legislations and their implementation can enable harmonisation 

of global WMD controls. 

India 

It is in India’s interest to facilitate the highest controls at the international level and adopt them 

at the domestic level. 

Having now updated its own legislation, India can demand the same of others, especially from 

those in its neighbourhood that have a history of proliferation and of supporting terrorist 

organisations. 

 

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (IDENTIFICATION) BILL  

14. Rethink the Bill  

Source: The post is based on an article “Rethink the bill” published in the Business Standard 
on 10th April 2022. 

News: Recently, the Criminal Procedure (Identification) Bill, 2022 was passed by Parliament. The 

act has replaced the Identification of Prisoners Act 1920.   

How is the passed bill an intrusive and dangerous piece of legislation?   

It will lead to forcible collection of personal data, including biometric and genetic data. Therefore, 

it may violate the right to privacy (Article 19).  

It violates Article 20 which envisages the right to silence and avoid self-incrimination  

The act enables forcible and intrusive measures such as scans of the iris and retina. Therefore, 

it violates the “bodily integrity and dignity” envisaged in Article 21.  

It may lead to violation of the basic structure of the Constitution laid down in Kesavananda 

Bharati vs Union of India.   

The term “measurement” in the passed bill has been vaguely defined.   

It allows any police officer of the rank of head constable and above to take the measurements. 

They have discretionary power to collect data. Further, In case of refusals to allow collection of 

data, it could amount to interference in the execution of duty by a public official.  

It is applicable to criminal undertrials including those accused of minor offences, and the 

preventive detention (often applied to political detainees and civil rights activists).  

The definition of purpose for which collected data will be used has been vaguely defined in the 

bill i.e., the purpose is for “investigation and prosecution of crime. It violates the concept of 

“purpose limitation”. Therefore, it is prone to misuse.  

The draft was not published for public comments and feedback. It was not reviewed by a 

Standing Parliamentary Committee. The Bill was passed without consultation.  
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There are no safeguards to limit the scope of this Act. Reasons include: (1) The personal data 

protection law and (2) The DNA Technology Regulation Bill (To govern the collection, use and 

storage of DNA) has not been enacted in India so far.   

Ways Forward  

The amendment should be made to limit use of personal data only for a defined, and specific 

purpose.  

The President can return it to reflect associated issues with the govt or the act can be challenged 

in the Supreme Court. 

 

GS2 – SOCIAL ISSUES – HEALTH RELATED ISSUES 

 

TB CONTROL AND RELATED ISSUES 

15. The food vaccine as right, more so for TB patients  

Source: This post is created based on the article “The food vaccine as right, more so for TB 

patients”, published in The Hindu on 16th April 2022.  

Context: The nutrition of the individual is the most vital factor, in the prevention of tuberculosis, 

along with drugs. It is most unlikely that drugs alone can control TB  with low nutritional status 

in a person.  

What are the learnings from History? 

There were no drugs for TB till the discovery of streptomycin in 1943. With improved wages and 

the higher purchasing power for food, the TB mortality rate came down from 300 people per 

1,00,000 population to 60 in England and Wales.  

TB disappeared from socio-economically developed countries long before the advent of 

chemotherapy. After the Second World War, in 1946 G.B. Leyton reported a 92% reduction in 

the incidence of TB among British soldiers. They were fed an additional Red Cross diet of 1,000 

calories plus 30 grams of protein when compared to Russian soldiers who were fed only a camp 

diet. 

What is the current approach for tackling T.B? 

The modern therapist tried to control TB initially with streptomycin injection, isoniazid, 

and para-aminosalicylic acid. In the ecstasy of finding antibiotics killing the germs, the social 

determinants of disease were ignored.  

With the use of more drugs, TB bacteria become multidrug-resistant.  

There was little done to try to understand where patients lived, what work they did for a living, 

how much they could afford to buy food, and how much they ate. 
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Why should we focus on improving the nutritional intake of individuals? 

The fact is that 90% of Indians exposed to TB remain dormant if their nutritional status, and 

thereby the immune system, is good.  

When the infected person is immunocompromised, TB as a disease manifests itself in 10% of the 

infected.  

Various studies have shown a positive relationship between nutrition intake and TB reduction. 

For instance, 

1.) The findings of a team at the Jan Swasthya Sahayog (JSS) hospital at Ganiyari, Bilaspur in 

Chhattisgarh established the association of poor nutritional status with a higher risk of TB. In 

the period 2004-09, among the 1,695 pulmonary TB patients they treated, men had an average 

body weight of 42.1 kg and a body mass index (BMI) of 16.  

2.) The 2019 Global TB report identified malnutrition as the single-most associated risk factor 

for the development of TB, accounting for more cases than four other risks, i.e., smoking, the 

harmful use of alcohol, diabetes, and HIV. 

3.) Many experts like  Dr. Anurag Bhargava (professor of medicine) have deduced that 

“undernutrition and TB” are “syndemics”. Therefore, the intake of adequate balanced food, 

especially by the poor, can work as a vaccine to prevent TB.  

Note: A syndemic is a situation in which two or more interrelated biological factors work together 

to make a disease or health crisis worse. 

What are some steps taken to improve nutritional status? 

The central TB division of the Ministry of Health came up with a “Guidance Document – 

Nutritional Care and Support for Patients with Tuberculosis in India” in 2016. 

A number of organizations began providing eggs, milk powder, dhal, Bengal gram, 

groundnuts, and cooking oil to diagnosed patients along with anti-TB drugs.   

From April 2018, under the Nikshay Poshan Yojana of the National Health Mission, all States 

began extending cash support of Rs. 500 per month to TB patients to buy food. 

Conclusion 

The food vaccine is a guaranteed right for life under the Constitution for all citizens, more so for 

TB patients. Thus, the goals of reducing the incidence of TB in India and of reducing TB mortality 

cannot be reached without addressing undernutrition. 
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NON-COMMUNICABLE DISEASES (NCDs) 

16. The key phrase is ‘focus on the foetus, for the future’  

Source: The post is based on the following article, “The Key phrase is ‘focus on the foetus. 

For the future” published in The Hindu on 14th Apr 22.  
Syllabus: GS2 – Issues related to health  

Relevance: Non-Communicable Diseases 

 

Context: In 2019, the government declared March 10, as “National Gestational Diabetes 

Mellitus Awareness Day”. It was declared on the birthday of Prof. Seshiah who was conferred 

the Padma Shri in the field of medicine (as a part of the Republic Day honours this year). 

Further, the novel coronavirus pandemic has shifted focus on a silent ‘pandemic’ called as the 

Non-Communicable Disease (NCDs) which spans across the world over the last few decades.  

In general, the NCDs include diabetes and related conditions such as obesity, hypertension 

and heart disease. Women can have pre-existing diabetes (or ‘pre-gestational diabetes’) and 

Pregnancy-related diabetes (or ‘gestational diabetes’). Both of these diseases can be categorized 

as ‘Hyperglycemia-in-Pregnancy (HIP)’.   

How can diabetes become a pandemic in coming years? 

In the year 2021, As per estimates of the International Diabetes Federation (IDF), 537 million 

people were infected with diabetes. However, there are chances that the tally may reach 783 

million people by 2045.   

What are the reasons for increasing NCDs, especially Diabetes?  

These include an aging population, urbanisation, genetic predisposition, nutrition and lifestyle 

transition.  

In the 1980s, Prof. David Barker hypothesised that most of the adult disease can be traced to 

the foetus stage. Any adverse stimulus (say, an increased blood sugar level in mother) inside 

the woman’s womb, may permanently affects the structure, the functioning and the 

metabolism of the developing human body. It happens at the cellular and tissue levels. The 

borne children develop diabetes or pre-diabetes at this stage. He is also prone to other related 

NCDs such as hypertension and heart disease.  

In fact, the diabetes/HIP disease may even extend to next generations through unfavourable 

genetic and epigenetic effects from parent to the offspring. A baby girl is also prone to develop 

pregnancy-related diabetes.  

Ways Forward  

The health of offspring and of further generations depends upon the metabolic health of the 

pregnant woman.   

The ‘Diabetes-in-Pregnancy–Study Group of India’ (DIPSI) recommended ‘all pregnant women’ 

should be subjected to testing for diabetes in the ‘early weeks of pregnancy’.   
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The diabetes and other NCDs can be checked well before conception. For example, A woman 

having pre-existing diabetes should maintain blood sugar level and a healthy weight.   

Targeting pregnancy-related diabetes can help in breaking the vicious cycle of transgenerational 

transmission. It can significantly bring down the expanding burden of diabetes and other NCDs. 

 

UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE AND RELATED ISSUES 

17. HOPS as a route to universal health care  

Source: This post is created based on the article “HOPS as a route to universal health care” 
published on 13th April 2022 in The Hindu.  

Syllabus: GS 2 – Issues relating to development and management of Social Services relating to 

Health.  

Context: The basic idea of Universal Health Care (UHC) is that no one should be deprived of 

quality healthcare for the lack of ability to pay. In the Bhore Committee report of 1946, a 

case was made for India to create its own National Health Service (NHS) type health care system.   

How UHC can be achieved?  

It relies on one or both of two basic approaches: public service and social insurance.   

In the first approach, health care is provided as a free public service. The second approach 

allows private as well as public provision of health care, but costs are mostly borne by social 

insurance fund(s), not the patient.   

The social insurance model allows private as well as public provision of health care. However, 

the costs are mostly borne by the social insurance fund(s), not the patient. Insurance is 

compulsory and universal, financed mainly from taxation, and run by a single non-profit agency 

in the public interest. For ex – Canada, Australia, and Taiwan. Other countries have multiple 

players, for example – Germany.   

What are the challenges?  

In the social insurance system, public service plays an essential role. There is a need for public 

healthcare centers to prevent wasteful expenditure.   

Another challenge is regulating private health-care providers. As they have a conflict between 

the profit motive and the well-being of the patient.   

In this case, the National Health Service model, it needs to have not only good management and 

adequate resources but also sound work culture and professional ethics. India’s public health 

services do not have a good record on this part.   

What can be the possible route to UHC for India today?  

It can be called “healthcare as an optional public service” (HOPS). The idea is that everyone 

would have a legal right to receive free, quality health care in a public institution if they wish. 

The public sector would guarantee decent health service to everyone as a matter of right, free of 

cost.   
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For example – In Kerala and Tamil Nadu, most illnesses can be satisfactorily treated in the 

public sector.   

HOPS is not as egalitarian as the NHS or insurance model. But it would be a big step toward 

UHC. Social insurance can also play a limited role in covering procedures that are not easily 

available in the public sector.  

The main difficulty in HOPS is to specify the scope of the proposed healthcare guarantee, 

including quality standards.   

Way forward 

A Right to Health Bill would be an invaluable affirmation of the State’s commitment to quality 

health care for all. Tamil Nadu is well placed to make HOPS a reality under its proposed Right to 

Health Bill.   

 

CARE ECONOMY AND RELATED ISSUES 

18. Getting serious about supporting the care economy  

Source: The post is based on an article “Getting serious about supporting the care 
economy” published in The Hindu on 11th April 2022. 

News: Recently, the World has celebrated March 8 as International Women’s Day. This year, to 

commemorate International Women’s Day, the ILO brought out its new report titled, ‘Care at 

work: investing in care leave and services for a more gender-equal world of work”.   

What is Care economy? 

It includes care work, which encompasses direct activities such as feeding a baby or nursing 

an ill partner, and indirect activities such as cooking and cleaning work. The care work may 

be paid (such as domestic workers and anganwadis in India) or unpaid in nature.   

Importance of focusing on care services 

It is worth mentioning that care work is vital for human well-being and economies across the 

world.  

The care services have the potential to create an additional 300 million jobs globally. Most of 

these jobs will be for women. The focus on care services can ensure female labour force 

participation.   

The importance of care work is now widely acknowledged. It has been covered in various 

international commitments such as the SDGs and the International Labour Organization 

(ILO)’s Centenary Declaration.   

What are the issues in care work?  

Unpaid care work: It is linked to labour market inequalities. It has not received adequate 

attention in policy formulation.   

Paid care workers: These also struggle to access rights and entitlements as workers.  
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At present, the care economy has grown a lot. But the investment in the sector has not taken 

the same pace.   

Maternity leave is a universal human and labour right. It remains unfulfilled across countries.   

What are achievements and issues in the story of the care economy in India?  

Good measures taken so far in India  

India offers 26 weeks of maternity leave. It is more than against the ILO’s standard mandate of 

14 weeks.   

Indian laws mandates the factories and other establishments to provide the crèche facility.   

The Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act and 

the minimum wage legislations have been made applicable to domestic workers in India.   

Issues  

The maternity leave in India is restricted to a tiny proportion of women workers. It is limited 

to formally employed women. However, 89% of employed women are in informal employment.   

The paternity leave is not provided in many countries, including India. It further exacerbates 

gender inequity.  

In India, access to quality and affordable childcare, elderly care and care for people with 

disabilities services is a challenge.   

Care workers like childcare and anganwadi workers have not been recognised as professional 

work in India. Therefore, they do not have requisite access to workers’ rights and entitlements  

The domestic workers do not have access to decent work. They do not have social or health 

protection measures. The fact that 26 lakhs of the 39 lakh domestic workers in India are female 

worsens the situation  

India spends less than 1% of its GDP on the care economy;   

Way Forward  

There government need to increased percentage of spending on care economy in India.   

The government need to develop a strategy and action plan for improved care policies and 

decent working conditions for care workers. It should frame them while consulting employers’, 

workers’ organisations and the relevant stakeholders in the sector.  

The decision makers can adopt a 5R framework proposed by the ILO. It refers to Recognition, 

Reduction, and Redistribution of unpaid care work, promotes Rewarding care workers with 

more and decent work, and enables their Representation in social dialogue and collective 

bargaining.   

The domestic workers should have rights and access to fair wages, and good working conditions. 

They should have access to social protection, among other benefits.  
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The International Labour Organization (ILO) should take a lead to set labour standards, 

develop policies and devise programmes to promote decent work for all women and men. It is 

the only tripartite UN agency that brings together governments, employers, and workers of 187 

member States.  

The paternity leave should be recognised. It acts as an enabler for both mothers and fathers to 

better balance work and family responsibilities throughout their lives.  

The right steps to improve the care economy can lead to child development, aging in dignity 

and independent living and also generate more and better employment opportunities, especially 

for women. 

 

GS2 – SOCIAL ISSUES – RESERVATION IN INDIA 

 

RESERVATION AND RELATED ISSUES 

19. When lack of data gets in the way of affirmative action  

Source: The post is based on an article “Information inadequacies should not hamper 
reservation push” published in the Live Mint on 13th April 2022.  

Relevance: Reservation/Affirmative Action  

News: Recently, in two separate judgements, the Supreme Court (SC) of India has struck down 

the reservations that were awarded by the Maharashtra government and Tamil Nadu 

government.  

Both judgments identified the same problem – a lack of evidence-driven policymaking by the 

state govt for reservations. 

What observations have been made by the Supreme Court in these two cases?  

Maharashtra Case: A separate 27% reservation to Other Backward Classes (OBC) in local body 

elections was struck down.  

– It was not based on empirical data and research.  

– In addition, it failed to meet the mandatory triple test laid down by the court. There was 

inadequate  

In Tamil Nadu Case: The internal reservations of 10.5% for the Vanniyar community was 

struck down. There was absence of quantifiable data or basis for providing a quota specifically 

for a single OBC community.   

What are the reservations related issues in India?  

(1) There are state level differences across the parameters  

– Eligible population: (a) About 55% of Maharashtra’s population is eligible for reservations. 

Out of total population, OBCs constitute about 33.8%, and (b) In Tamil Nadu, 97.2% of 

population is eligible and 76% of the population is classified as OBC.   
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– Reserved seats: In Maharashtra, the total number of seats reserved for OBC/SC/ST 

candidates is capped at 50% (Indra Sawhney case). However, in Tamil Nadu, 69% of seats are 

reserved. In fact, half the seats in Tamil Nadu are reserved solely for OBC candidates.  

(2) There is a lack of reliable caste-level data. It makes space for an imbalance between caste 

groups in access to opportunities. It hampers improvements of the affirmative programme.  

(3) There is a prevalence of a huge imbalance in the distribution of the benefits. For example, as 

per the Rohini Commission report, over 1,000 OBC caste groups have not received any benefit 

whatsoever from India’s reservation programme  

Way Forward  

We must collect the right caste related data. It should include measurements of the impact of 

reservations at the caste and community level, and not merely at a group level (i.e., 

OBC/SC/ST). It will help in understanding socioeconomic and political backwardness and the 

benefits that have accrued from reservations to a particular community.   

Many state governments are running a digitization programme for caste certificates. This data 

can be linked with Aadhaar. It can help track reservation benefits across all castes.  

There is a need to estimate the population levels of each caste group. Also, review the proportion 

of students attending government schools and proportion of the government employees from 

each caste group etc 

 

20. Why central services cannot be exempted from reservation for disabled  

Source: The post is based on an article “Why central services cannot be exempted from 
reservation for disabled” published in the Indian Express on 11th April 2022. 

News: Recently, the Department of Empowerment for Persons with Disabilities 

(Department) issued a notification.  

It exempts all categories of posts in the IPS, the Delhi, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 

Lakshadweep, Daman and Diu and Dadra and Nagar Haveli Police Service, the Indian Railway 

Protection Force Service, and the posts of combatant nature in the paramilitary force from the 

mandated 4% reservation for persons with disabilities (PWDs).  

Is the government competent to exempt the person with disabilities from particular posts? 

The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 [RPwD Act] empowers the central 

government of India to exempt people with disabilities from seeking reservation for certain posts.  

What are the issues in the new rules?  

First, the classification between combat and non-combat posts implies that the PwD are 

capable of occupying only non-combat posts in the central forces. In fact, no justification for 

such a classification has been issued so far.  

Second, The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has identified a range of 

ministerial/civilian posts which are suitable for reservation for the disabled. The Ministry of 
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Home Affairs (MHA) released Draft Accessibility standards which states that the police staff 

on civil duty could be persons with disabilities. Therefore, the proposed exemption goes against 

the government’s own position.  

Third, the proposed exemption appears to be a colourable exercise of power. This is because 

the Chief Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities has to be consulted before grant of any 

exemption as per the RPwD Act,  

Fourth, the office of the chief commissioner has been lying vacant for many years  

Ways Forward  

Currently, SC in the National Platform for the Rights of the Disabled v. Department of 

Empowerment for Persons with Disabilities and Ors. Case) has the opportunity to address 

some of the important issues related to PWDs.   

Every disabled person is different. The Court should recognise that the disabled have the right 

to exist and work in the world just like their able-bodied counterparts.  

The SC judgment can ensure non-discrimination guarantee contained in the RPWD Act. 

 

GS2 – INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – INDIA AND ITS NEIGHBORHOOD 

 

INDIA-US RELATIONS 

21. India-US ties: The scope for literal common space  

Source: This post is created based on the article “India-US ties: The scope for literal common 
space” published in Live Mint on 12th April 2022. 

News: India’s 2+2 dialogue on strategic cooperation with the US has resumed.   

After India’s abstentions from 11 votes on the issue of Ukraine at the United Nations, and the 

shift of the US’s emphasis from QUAD to AUKUS, the present dialogue is very important. It will 

clear all the doubts related to India-US relations.   

How India-US should forward their relations in the space sector?  

India has been a responsible power in the space sector. Under its mission shakti program, DRDO 

successfully neutralized a satellite in space with its anti-satellite (ASAT) missile on 27 March 

2019. It left very little orbital debris, which was also confirmed by NASA’s data.   

First, India and US can discuss a treaty on space militarization.   

Second, After the Ukraine crisis, US-Russia tensions flared up, and Moscow’s agency Roscosmos 

threatened to snap space relations with NASA. It has made it difficult for the US to access the 

International Space Station (ISS). India and US, in the long term, can explore some opportunities 

in this field.   
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22. Recalibrating the India-US relationship  

Source: This post is based on the article “Recalibrating the India-US relationship” published 

in The Times of India on 11th Apr 22. 

Context: The Russia-Ukraine conflict caught India unprepared, like in the case of Chinese 

incursions in Eastern Ladakh two years ago. It has also put it into an uncomfortable defensive 

posture. 

Has India’s position changed on Russia-Ukraine conflict? 

India’s position on the war has shifted considerably in the past couple of months as Russia’s 

actions and its unjustified war became more and more tough to defend in the civilised world. 

Its latest abstention in the UN, was essentially a vote against Russia. 

India’s deep unhappiness and opposition to the Russian action was conveyed in clear language 

to Sergey Lavrov last week. 

How will India-US relationship will be affected? 

Despite US President describing India as being “somewhat shaky”, at its core Indian and US 

interests remain as aligned as before. 

For all of India’s Russia “support”, there is a growing realisation that Russia has driven itself 

into becoming China’s junior partner for the foreseeable future. China won’t dump Russia 

because they share the same adversary, the US. 

What is the way forward? 

Nevertheless, it should be a matter of considerable concern that India pays the highest price 

when the US shoots down its enemies (Iran, Russia sanctions), or scoots from them 

(Afghanistan). Not only in economic and GDP terms, but in strategic areas as well. Somebody in 

the establishment needs to do a serious risk assessment of India’s international exposure, 

mapping out crises coming down the road. 

India and the US need to dig deep into possibly the most important relationship – 

– A good start would be to give India entry into the AUKUS technology partnership. 

India and US should both understand that China is the real challenge. 

 

GS2 – INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – EFFECTS OF POLICIES AND POLITICS OF DEV AND 

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ON INDIA'S INTERESTS 

 

RUSSIA-UKRAINE CONFLICT 

23. Why the regulation of sanctions matters? 

Source: The post is based on an article “Why the regulation of sanctions matters?” 

published in the Hindu on 11th April 2022.  
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News: Recently, the western countries have mulled to increase the height of their economic 

sanctions on Russia. This has been because a series of suspected war crimes in the Ukrainian 

town of Bucha has been discovered.  

There are apprehensions that Russia may undertake new offensive measures in coming period. 

In this regard, the sanction regime has come into limelight.  

What are the impacts of the sanctions?  

A sanction can be defined as “a measure of coercion of an economic nature as opposed to 

diplomatic or military coercion”. Such measures may include complete or partial embargoes 

like trade, travel, financial transactions, freezing financial assets etc.  

These measures can have a huge impact on human rights and populations of the target country. 

In addition, the sanctions also lead to serious medium-term impact on the very countries which 

issued because of the globalised economy.   

Who can impose sanctions?  

The sanction can be individual sanction (For example, the US sanctions) or collective sanction 

(For example, by the UN or the European Union).   

(A) The UNSC Collective sanctions can be taken while adhering to a strict procedure 

mentioned below:   

(1) First the “existence of any threat to peace, breach of the peace, and an act of aggression’ 

needs to be determined” (Article 39).   

(2) Second, complete or partial interruption of economic relations can be undertaken under 

sanctions. They can be related to rail, sea, air, postal, telegraphic, radio, and other means of 

communication. It may include the severance of diplomatic relations. However, the “use of 

armed force” is not allowed under these measures (Article 41)  

Since 1966, the UNSC has adopted 30 regimes of sanctions. At present, 14 are operational. 

They are administered by a sanctions committee chaired by a non-permanent member of the 

UNSC. In addition, the EU has imposed 30 sanctions regimes so far.  

(B) The individual sanctions: The International trade agreements such as GATT, GATS, and 

TRIPS along with a number of bilateral investment treaties allow economic sanctions for security 

reasons.  

What are the issues with the individual sanctions?  

Hence, unilateral individual sanctions have no legal basis in a treaty. They goes out of the 

jurisdiction as they are clearly extraterritorial in nature.   

These unilateral sanctions are called “countermeasures” in the language of the International 

Law Commission.  

The sanctions affect private actors and also lead to significant economic harm and disruption 

in supply chains.   
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The individual sanctions are narrower in scope. They cannot be imposed in cases other than 

security concern. In WTO disputes ‘Russia – Measures Concerning Traffic in Transit’ (DS 512) 

and ‘Saudi Arabia – Protection of IPRs’ (DS567), it was declared that these measures are 

partially justiciable.  

In fact, these sanctions have been declared ambiguous and illegal by the international tribunal 

(here ICJ). For example, The US sanctions in the Nicaragua case, and the U.K. sanctions in the 

Bank Mellat case as it incurred a lot of damage to an Iranian bank.  

Ways Forward  

There is a need to regulate and monitor the use of this political tool for economic warfare.  

The UN has appointed a Special Rapporteur on the negative impact of the unilateral coercive 

measures on the enjoyment of human rights.   

The individual sanctions must at least a case be properly notified and basic legal due process 

should be followed. 

GS2 – GOVERNANCE – ISSUES RELATED TO DEV OF EDUCATION 

 

HIGHER EDUCATION AND RELATED ISSUES 

24. Take two: The pursuit of two courses simultaneously in physical mode is problematic  

Source: The post is based on the following article, “Take two: The pursuit of two courses 

simultaneously in physical mode is problematic” published in The Hindu on 16th Apr 22.  

News: Recently, the University Grants Commission (UGC) has issued guidelines to allow students 

to pursue two academic programmes simultaneously at higher education institutes(HEIs) 

recognised by it or statutory councils or the Government of India. 

About the Dual Degree Programme 

The notified guidelines will enable students to simultaneously pursue two academic programmes 

at multiple levels except for PhD courses. 

The UGC has proposed a three-way choice involving a combination of offline only; offline with 

distance mode; and distance/online only modes for dual programmes. 

The guidelines also call for critical evaluation given the nature of competition, accessibility and 

academic-cum-physical infrastructure issues in colleges and universities. 

Read more: UGC issues norms for students to do two programmes at once 

What are the advantages of the Dual Degree Programme? 

Recognisation of HEIs: According to the guidelines, the Open/distance learning and online 

mode courses should be pursued only in higher education institutions recognised by statutory 

bodies. This would also eliminate dubious players in the online education segment. 

https://blog.forumias.com/take-two-the-pursuit-of-two-courses-simultaneously-in-physical-mode-is-problematic/
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Liberty to students: The guidelines offer students the liberty to enhance their skills and scope 

of employability through an additional degree. 

What are the challenges associated with the Dual Degree Programme? 

Reduce the number of seats:  According to the All India Survey on Higher Education Report, 

2019-20 the national average college density is 30 per lakh population(in the 18-23 age group). 

This is considered as a country with low college density. 

Pursuing two full-time programmes in physical mode might prompt students, who are 

academically proficient or with the economic wherewithal, to corner seats in two in-demand 

courses. 

Apart from that, pursuing dual courses may create logistic, administrative and academic 

problems. 

What should be done to improve Dual Degree Programme? 

The UGC’s Furqan Qamar Committee a decade ago recommended dual programmes with a 

second degree in open/distance mode. Hence, the UGC may reconsider its guidelines for the 

physical mode option and also strengthen and streamline the open/distance learning 

courses in parallel. 

Eliminate common curriculum: UGC’s 2004 document for initiation of double/multiple degree 

programmes in engineering disciplines had proposed a “gap” before an engineering degree holder 

could enrol for an additional or add-on degree course. This will reduce the duration of the add-

on degree by eliminating about 33% to 38% (52 to 60-course credits) of the “common curriculum” 

of the BE/B.Tech course (a total of 160 credits). 

This could be applied to allied courses in arts and science and reduce the duration of the second 

degree for students. 

 

ISSUE OF MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION IN SCHOOLS 

25. India is a nation without a national language. Let’s embrace this  

Source: This post is based on the following articles –  

– “India is a nation without a national language. Let’s embrace this” published in the 

Indian Express on 14th Apr 22 
– “The real script behind the call for a Hindi-India” published in The Hindu on 14th Apr 22 

– “Communication breakdown” published in the Business Standard on 14th April 22.  

Syllabus: GS2 – Important Provisions of the Constitution of India  
Relevance: Hindi language as the official and national language of India  

News: Recently, the Home Minister of India specifically mentioned the use of Hindi language in 

the North-eastern states. He has announced to make Hindi compulsory in all North-eastern 

states. 

Must Read: What are various provisions related to the official language in the Indian 

Constitution? 

https://blog.forumias.com/india-is-a-nation-without-a-national-language-lets-embrace-this/
https://blog.forumias.com/what-are-various-provisions-related-to-the-official-language-in-the-constitution-of-india/
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Argument for and against promoting Hindi language in India   

– Idea of nationalism cannot be imagined without an indigenous national language of the 

country.  

Argument Against  

– In India, language is business-as-usual and is the symbol of competing interests of federal 

and centrist powers.  

– In fact, the constituent assembly debates on language were very long and extremely charged. 

It implies that deep sentiments are attached to language in India.   

Indians manage to communicate across linguistic divides. In fact, Both English and Hindi work 

as vehicular languages, sometimes one and sometimes the other. Therefore, there is no need to 

make Hindi lingua franca of India.  

The language is not simply about communication in India. It has the potential of being used as 

a weapon if one language is imposed upon others. For example, the 1st public immolation in 

independent India was on the issue of language.  

India has a unique history of being a nation without a national language. India has a different 

model.   

A language evolves slowly. The government cannot force it to grow. For example, Hindi language 

is the youngest language among the languages included in the 8th Schedule. However, other 

scheduled languages have a long history. They have abundance of historical literature than Hindi 

literature.  

English is the global lingua franca. Furthermore, Mandarin is the world’s 2nd most spoken 

language. It is the language of China which is the rising superpower. And, Hindi ranks third 

among the languages.  

India’s economic growth has been driven by booming IT and IT-enabled services business in 

India. These services were driven by India’s English-knowing population.   

As per 2011 Census, around 69 crore Indians remain non-Hindi speakers. Thus, Hindi 

language does not form a majority language of India.   

What are the issues in the growth story of Hindi language?  

India’s Census data is not realistic. The data is collected for the combined Hindi language group 

instead of Hindi language alone. For example, it includes Bhojpuri, and other languages of 

Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan and Jharkhand.  

In fact, the strength of Hindi speakers would have gone down, if the Census had not included 

the other languages under the Hindi group.   

The Hindi/Hindu majoritarianism is leading to present language policy changes which aimed 

at making Hindi compulsory.   
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International investors prefer the English language. For example, Vietnam is a more attractive 

destination than India. 50% of the Vietnamese population can speak English. In India, this 

share is 10% only.  

Lack of focus on English can lead to loss of economic opportunity for the young Indians in the 

emerging knowledge economy. For example, West Bengal witnessed this when English was 

dropped in the 1990s.  

The big power of the world acquired their global dominance without any meaningful knowledge 

of English. For example, less than 10% of the Chinese population speak English.  

Way Forward  

The rest of the world needs to learn from the unique model of India. India should not imitate the 

one-language-one-nation model.  

The Parliamentary Committee for the promotion of Hindi should consider the declining trend 

of other Indian languages. It should make the Census data for Hindi more realistic than 

unrealistic one. It should understand the realism linked to India’s multilingualism, the federal 

structure of India and the issue of language sensitivity across the states.  

The cinema and related industry can promote languages. For example, the Hindi language and 

Bhojpuri has seen high visibility in cinema, literature, newspapers, songs, theatre and 

publication industry  

English should be made compulsory as a first language in state schools. Further, the students 

should be allowed to choose a second language from a list of Indian and foreign languages 

(Mandarin should be one).   

 

NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY AND RELATED ISSUES 

26. A model struggling to deliver 

Source: This post is created based on the article “A model struggling to deliver” published 

on 13/April/2022 in The Hindu.  
Syllabus: GS2 – Issues relating to development and management of Social Services relating to 

Education  

Context: National Education Policy, 2020, envisions universalizing Early Childhood Care and 

Education through Anganwadis. However, the events linked to COVID-19 led to an abrupt halt 

in the progress.  

What are Anganwadi Centres (AWCs)?  

AWCs fall under the Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) Scheme. Preschool is one 

of the six services provided in this package. AWCs are expected to provide education through 

low-cost, locally sourced material that caters to the sociocultural context of mothers and children 

below six years.   

Have these been effective?  

https://blog.forumias.com/a-model-struggling-to-deliver/
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Evidence on AWCs and private pre-schools indicate that neither model provides appropriate 

inputs for the holistic development of young children. An all-India survey of young children by 

ASER in 2019 found that not even half of the enrolled children between the ages of four 

and eight could perform age-appropriate cognitive tasks.   

The cause of the learning crisis in Anganwadis lies in the fact that they are under-resourced 

and overburdened. A report on the ICDS by the Ministry of Women and Child Development 

identifies the absence of adequate space, lack of play-based learning materials, low 

investments, constraints of human resource, and uneven implementation of schemes 

across states.   

The pandemic has further exacerbated this. In Gujarat, Haryana, Punjab, Odisha, Aganwadi 

workers visited homes to conduct activities with children, but these were not uniform and also 

placed a huge burden on workers.   

How to improve the model?  

The potential of Aganwadi is enormous. It is crucial to leverage their vast reach by filling 

implementation and infrastructural gaps. Such as, increasing the honorarium of Aganwadi 

workers, build capacity, investing in research and development of a meaningful ECE 

curriculum.   

 

CHILD EDUCATION 

27. State of adolescent learning 

Source: This post is based on the article “State of adolescent learning” published in The 

Hindu on 12th Apr 22. 

Context: Over the last few decades in India, there has been a massive government drive to push 

for universal enrolment, extending to secondary as well as primary school children. 

Successive Annual Status of Education Reports (ASER) have shown that this drive has been 

largely successful for both age groups, with high enrolment rates even during the pandemic.  But 

enrolment is only one piece of the puzzle. 

What are the challenges faced by children wrt their education during the pandemic? 

Learning at home through online education during the pandemic has been far from successful 

for the children. As per ASER 2020 and 2021, 

Access to technology-based resources: 

– Children: Even though over 70% of children in Classes IX to XII had a smartphone at home, 

only about 35% of them could use it for studies at all times, while 17% could not use it at all. In 

the absence of formal schooling, family members often assumed the task of teaching. 

– Adolescents: The ASER reports show adolescents did not fare well — older children received 

less learning support as compared to younger ones. 

Additional task burden: 

https://blog.forumias.com/state-of-adolescent-learning/
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Additionally, some children — especially older girls — faced competing demands due to financial 

stress and increased requirement of care work at home. 

– Gender divide in housework: Even in 2017, ASER had reported that almost 90% of female 

youth aged 14-18 did housework on a daily basis, compared to three-fourth of male youth. 

– Pandemic worsened unpaid care work burden: According to the Building Back Better report 

by UNICEF, school closures worsened girls’ and women’s unpaid care work, limiting the time 

available to learn at home. During COVID-19, girls might have had to replace the work done by 

the missing caregiver, or simply because of gendered expectations. 

In all age categories, girls were more likely than boys to be taking on this additional burden. 

How gender disparity impacts learning outcomes? 

The kind of work children did during lockdowns shows that they are exposed to gendered 

expectations from a young age. A study using ASER, India Human Development Survey and 

National Family Health Survey data suggests that long before the pandemic, gender disparity 

had started impacting learning outcomes too. As per the study, 

– Female disadvantage persists in mathematics learning outcomes over the last decade, and 

shows no signs of disappearing. The study correlates this finding with “regressive household 

practices” that limit the autonomy of women (such as veiling of the face by women, and the 

practice of women eating after men). It further finds that female disadvantage in mathematics 

learning is higher where there is higher prevalence of such practices. 

What is the way forward? 

All of the above findings show that there’s an eminent need to integrate gender sensitisation 

modules into curricula for adolescents’ education. 

School-based gender sensitisation programmes can play a transformative role in ensuring 

that all children get an equitable environment to grow. 

– For example, an attitude change programme in Haryana run by Breakthrough and evaluated 

by the Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL) showed promising results, with participants 

exhibiting gender-equitable behaviours even two years after the programme ended. It was 

centred around interactive classroom discussions about gender equality in secondary 

schools. 

Scaling up such programmes for all schools and States could help bring about more gender-

progressive views among communities. 
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ISSUE OF MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION IN SCHOOLS  

28. Being multilingual: Democratic pressure has made political parties introduce English 

in schools  

Source: This post is based on the article “Being multilingual: Democratic pressure has 
made political parties introduce English in schools” published in The Times of India on 

10th Apr 22. 

Context: Political debates about language convey a different picture while if we approach the 

subject from the other end, that of voters communicating their preferences, and the picture is 

quite different. 

What is the situation wrt preference of medium of instruction in schools in India? 

The demand from parents has led to a sharp rise in the proportion of English medium schools 

in India. More than a quarter of schoolchildren are now enrolled in English medium, making it 

the largest after Hindi medium. 

– The Chennai Corporation has now extended spoken English classes in schools run by it from 

just a handful to the entire list. 

– Karnataka plans to introduce spoken English sessions in primary classes in its proposed 

model government school. 

Political system and state governments are now experimenting with bilingual textbooks in 

government-run schools. 

– Telangana, Maharashtra and Karnataka are among states where textbooks have content 

printed in both regional language and English to get children acquainted with key terms in both 

languages. 

Why English needs to be promoted in schools in India? 

Historical circumstances have given India a national advantage by equipping a sizeable number 

of people with a knowledge of English, among other languages. It’s translated into big economic 

gains, and it’s something China is trying to replicate in its education system. 

English is the most important lingua franca of the world right now. 

What is the way forward? 

The issue should not be framed as one language or another. The pragmatic choice is the learning 

of more than one language. 

It’s a sensible choice, as being multilingual confers many advantages, and the country has 

moved in that direction. 

The task ahead is to find more effective ways of helping children learn more languages. 

 

 

https://blog.forumias.com/being-multilingual-democratic-pressure-has-made-political-parties-introduce-english-in-schools/
https://blog.forumias.com/being-multilingual-democratic-pressure-has-made-political-parties-introduce-english-in-schools/


9 PM Compilation for the Month of April, (Second Week) 2022 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

 

 

GS2 – POLITY – ELECTORAL REFORMS  

 

ELECTORAL BOND SCHEME 

29. Court must settle challenge to the electoral bonds scheme quickly. The sanctity of 

elections is at stake  

Source: This post is based on the article “Court must settle challenge to the electoral bonds 

scheme quickly. The sanctity of elections is at stake” published in The Indian Express on 

11th Apr 22. 
Syllabus: GS2 – Issues arising out of design and implementation of policies 

Relevance: Electoral reforms 

News: Chief Justice of India N V Ramana has assured petitioners that the Supreme Court will 

take up for hearing a pending plea challenging the Electoral Bond Scheme, 2018. No date or any 

timeline has been specified, though. 

Two NGOs — Common Cause and Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) — have challenged 

the scheme, alleging that it is “distorting democracy”. 

What was the situation prior to the introduction of electoral bonds in India? 

The electoral bonds scheme was first mentioned in 2017 when then Finance Minister Arun 

Jaitley presented it as a way to reform electoral funding in the country. 

Until then, most political parties used to bypass scrutiny of their finances by claiming that 

they received most of their donations in cash. 

Further, since cash amounts less than Rs 20,000 were exempted from scrutiny, parties routinely 

claimed that most of the donations they received were in cash and in amounts less than Rs 

20,000. This led to channelisation of black money into political parties. 

To read in detail about Electoral bonds – Click here 
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GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – ISSUES RELATED TO GROWTH AND DEV 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT IN INDIA 

12. India needs an economic reboot for rapid employment-heavy growth  

Source: The post is based on an article “India needs an economic reboot for rapid 
employment-heavy growth” published in the Livemint on 15th Apr 22. 

Syllabus: GS2 – Indian Economy, Issues in planning, mobilization of resource and employment   

Relevance: India’s Economic Growth and Employment Generation  

News: Recently, the 62nd annual conference of the Indian Society of Labour Economics was 

concluded at the Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee.  

In this conference, various useful papers were presented related to the Indian Economy.  

Why a major structural transformation is necessary for high long-term growth?   

India is facing severe unemployment. There were 28 million unemployed persons in 2019-20, 

out of which 24 million were in the 15-29 age group. It can lead to closure of the ‘demographic 

dividend’ window of India.  

India’s growth elasticity of employment is low as compared to some other Asian comparators. 

In fact, has also been declining.  

India’s GDP has not been registering robust growth. The repeated covid shocks, has eroded the 

growth potential of the economy. The small businesses, especially MSMEs, have been impacted. 

There have been supply-chain disruptions. The Russia-Ukraine conflict has further exacerbated 

these disruptions.   

Around 90% of the employed workforce is involved in unskilled or low-skill jobs. Further, 

around 35-40% of graduates and technical graduates are unemployed and not employable.,   

What is the work profile of India’s workforce?  

Among those who are employed, 90% are employed in unskilled or low-skill jobs. 

Unemployment rate is as high as 35-40% among graduates and technical graduates. Evidently, 

despite a relatively high level of education, many unemployed graduates are not employable 

The workforce share of industry in India is 6% higher than the norm. Workers have mostly moved 

to the low-skill or unskilled jobs in the industry like construction industry as well as trade, 

hotels and transportation industry.  

The workforce share of services is very low. It is because high-value-added services like financial 

and professional services, infotech and communication services, etc, are not employment-

intensive.   

Ways Forward  

https://blog.forumias.com/india-needs-an-economic-reboot-for-rapid-employment-heavy-growth/
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The challenge of high unemployment cannot be tackled without adequate GDP growth  

 – Annual GDP of India must grow at 13% to spur an annual employment growth rate of 1.5% 

so that 90 million jobs can be created between 2023 and 2030 to clear the backlog of youth 

unemployment.   

There has to be a radical structural transformation. The structural transformation requires 

different policy approaches at different levels.   

– The strategic sectors should be promoted where labour absorption can be very high in India.   

– The focus should be on construction and low-skill services where the bulk of the Indian 

labour force is equipped to handle at present. For example, Major infrastructure programmes 

can be undertaken.  

– The high value jobs should be scaled up. For this, good quality education and skilling should 

be undertaken as a long-term strategy 

 

HUNGER AND FORTIFICATION OF FOOD IN INDIA 

13. Fortifying nutrition  

Source: This post is based on the article “Fortifying nutrition” published in the Business 

Standard on 14th Apr 22. 
Syllabus: GS2 – Issues related to Poverty & Hunger 

Relevance: Tackling malnutrition via fortification 

News: The government’s decision to supply fortified rice across the country in phases by 

2024 is a welcome move to address malnutrition. 

At present, fortified rice is being supplied through the Targeted public Distribution System 

(TPDS) in one district each of 11 states under a pilot project running since 2019. 

Must Read: Food Fortification in India – Explained, pointwise 

Why fortification is essential? 

Hunger and starvation deaths have come down, but undernourishment and imbalanced 

nutrition are still rampant and in fact growing. 

As per the National Family Health Survey -5,  

– the proportion of anaemic women in the 15-49 age group has gone up from 53% in 2015-16 

to 57% in 2019-20.  

– Under-five children suffering from the deficiency of iron and other essential nutrients has 

soared to 67.1% (an annual rise of almost 8 per cent during this period).  

Such nutritional disorders affect the physical and mental growth of children, resulting in a high 

incidence of “stunting” (short height) and “wasting” (low weight).  

https://blog.forumias.com/fortifying-nutrition/
https://blog.forumias.com/cabinet-approves-distribution-of-fortified-rice-across-government-schemes/
https://blog.forumias.com/food-fortification-in-india/
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Global Hunger Index 2021 ranked India 101st among 116 countries, placing it below its 

smaller neighbours like Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Nepal. 

What are the potential benefits of the supply of the iron-fortified rice? 

The scheme, to supply iron-fortified rice, is expected to reduce stunting and wasting among 

kids by 2 per cent and anaemia in teenage girls and pregnant women by 9 per cent a year. 

Officials claim the scheme would help save about Rs 50,000 crore in health care expenses.  

What are the concerns regarding the fortification scheme? 

Nutrition experts are doubtful about the effectiveness of fortified rice in meeting the desired goal 

of eradicating anaemia and undernourishment.  

– Their scepticism relates to absorption of iron in the human body.  

– This vital nutrient, needed for growth and development, requires various other minerals and 

vitamins for its absorption in the blood to produce haemoglobin. The problem with most of the 

ongoing nutrition-oriented government programmes is that they are focused primarily on filling 

the bellies rather than providing wholesome and nourishing food.  

What is the way forward? 

Nutritionists of the Indian Council of Medical Research, as also of the Hyderabad-based National 

Institute of Nutrition, believe that diversity in food intake holds the key to meet the 

requirement of micronutrients.  

– This can be ensured by including in the diets readily available and more nutritious foods 

like coarse cereals and millets, such as bajra (pearl millet), jowar (sorghum), and ragi (finger 

millet), besides pulses, eggs, milk, vegetables, and fruits. 

Further, India’s agricultural research network is developing inherently nutrient-rich bio-

fortified varieties of various food crops by tweaking their genetic structure through 

conventional and modern plant-breeding techniques.  

– The inclusion of these nutrition-enhanced grains in the food programmes would be the most 

practical and cost-effective means to alleviate malnutrition. 

 

POVERTY AND RELATED ISSUES 

14. Poverty estimates are a shot in the dark  

Source: This post is created based on the article “Poverty estimates are a shot in the dark” 
published on 12th Apr 22 in The Indian Express.  

Syllabus: GS3 – Inclusive growth and associated issues/challenges  

Relevance: Estimation of poverty level 

Context: The government, which earlier used to conduct Consumption Expenditure Surveys 

(CES) and update poverty lines, has not released any data on this lately.  

The last consumption survey of 2017-18 was junked.  

https://blog.forumias.com/poverty-estimates-are-a-shot-in-the-dark/
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Based on the leaked estimates of consumption expenditure from that survey, it was reported 

that poverty increased from 31% in 2011-12 to 35% in 2017-18 with the number of poor 

increasing by 52 million.   

However, recent estimates from the IMF and WB have reported a significant decline in 

poverty after 2011-12, although they differ from each other on the level of poverty as well as 

the magnitude of poverty reduction since 2011-12.  

What is the difference between both these estimates?  

It is argued that Consumption Expenditure Surveys (CES) do not capture the estimates of 

consumption expenditure correctly and are unfit for poverty measurement.  

The IMF uses Private Final Consumption Expenditure (PFCE) estimates from the national 

accounts. But the PFCE estimates do not give the distribution of consumption across households 

which is a prerequisite for estimating poverty. These are derived aggregates and are available for 

the country as a whole with no separate estimate for rural/urban or states.  

– All committees have unanimously rejected the practice of adjusting survey estimates based on 

PFCE. This is not the practice in India, or anywhere in the world.  

The World Bank arrived at their figures by using estimates from the Consumer Pyramid Survey 

of Households (CPSH), a privately conducted survey by the Centre for Monitoring Indian 

Economy (CMIE).  While their methodology is also questionable, they try to adjust for the 

anomalies of the CPSH surveys to arrive at estimates as close as possible to the NSS surveys.   

But the real issue is not just what happened to poverty and inequality, but also what factors 

contributed to poverty reduction.  

What may have led to poverty reduction?  

Many of the initiatives, including the rural employment guarantee programme and the Food 

Security Act have contributed to improvement in the lives of the poor, pulling them out of 

poverty.  

There is also a role of the in-kind transfers through the subsidized food scheme under the 

Public Distribution System.  

– The expansion of the PDS during the pandemic has certainly contributed to reducing the misery 

of the poor.  

Way forward 

There is a need for strengthening the social safety nets and expenditure on food and 

livelihood schemes given the challenge of economic recovery with rising inflation.  

An important message is also to strengthen the statistical system and make it independent 

of state interference. 



9 PM Compilation for the Month of April, (Second Week) 2022 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

 

 

Given the controversy over poverty estimates, it is all the more important that the government 

conducts the CES at the earliest and decides the yardstick of measuring poverty which is the 

poverty line. 

 

INDIA'S TRADE POLICY 

15. The importance of addressing duty anomalies in trade deals  

Source: This post is based on the article “The importance of addressing duty anomalies in 
trade deals” published in Livemint on 12th Apr 22. 

Context: India has long suffered the anomaly of imported raw material being taxed more than 

the finished product. Economists call it the inverted duty structure. A range of free trade 

agreements (FTAs) in the past have not helped. Are the new ones any better? 

What is the main issue with the inverted duty structure? 

Makes Indian-made products more expensive: When manufacturers cannot set off the taxes 

paid on raw materials against the tax on the final product, the excess tax paid on inputs gets built 

into the price of the product. This makes an Indian-made product more expensive than the 

imported finished product, affecting the competitiveness of Indian makers. 

The issue is acute in sectors like textiles and apparels. 

Correcting duty anomalies is key to attracting investments in manufacturing. 

Will new FTAs worsen the problem? How are they different from previous FTAs? 

Looks unlikely. The FTAs under negotiations are structurally very different from those signed a 

decade ago. 

Older FTAs (signed in early 2000s) 

Signed with manufacturing hubs, like ASEAN. Most of these countries directly competed with 

India and largely produced the same goods as India. 

India agreed to lower or eliminate duties on finished goods. But import duty on raw 

materials remained  high. That  made it cheaper to import the final product than make them 

in India, hurting domestic manufacturers. 

For instance: Share of ASEAN in India’s total imports has grown from 8.2% in FY11 to 12% 

in FY21, while exports have stagnated at 10%. 

New FTAs 

These are being signed by India are with countries like the United Arab Emirates  (UAE) that 

share complementarities with India with respect to trade interests. 

The UAE, for example, is a services, oil, and gold-led economy rather than a manufacturer. 

India benefits from duty-free access for mobile phones, which the UAE does not make. 

Australia, which signed a pact with India recently, is again not a major manufacturing 

economy, but a services one with key interests in wines and minerals, pears, oranges, etc. 

How is India addressing problems with the duty structure? 
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India has been increasing import duties since 2014-15 to correct the inverted duty structure 

for non-FTA countries and the average tariff rose from 13.5% in 2014 to 15% in 2020, according 

to the World Trade Organisation (WTO). 

In fact, the last two budgets sought to correct it by removing duty exemptions and lowering 

the duty on raw materials. 

Moreover, this time around, the government is holding consultations with the industry during 

the FTA talks, doing a SWOT analysis to ensure FTAs benefit India’s exports. 

 

GS3 – ENVIRONMENT – ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION AND ITS ASPECTS 

AIR POLLUTION IN INDIA AND RELATED ISSUES 

16. Cleaning India’s air: What is the report card so far? 

Source: This post is based on the article “Cleaning India’s air: What is the report card so 

far?” published in Down to Earth (DTE) on 11th Apr 22. 

Context: An analysis of various steps taken by the government in this regard shows that much 

more needs to be done. 

What is the present situation wrt the problem of air pollution in India? 

Some 22 of the 30 most polluted cities in the world are in India according to the World Air 

Quality Report, 2020. 

The India State Level Disease Burden Initiative published in Lancet Planetary Health in December 

2020, indicated 1.7 million deaths in India were attributable to air pollution in 2019. 

Incidentally, India is the third-largest emitter of carbon dioxide in the world — 2,597.36 

million tonnes. 

What are the various steps taken by the govt to address the issue? 

The Union government launched a five-year National Clean Air Action Plan (NCAP) January 

10, 2019, to tackle the increasing air pollution problem. 

India has committed to reduce the emission intensity of its gross domestic product (GDP) by 

33-35 per cent over 2005 levels under the 2015 Paris Agreement.  

– It has also pledged to generate 40% of its power capacity from non-fossil fuel sources and create 

an additional ‘carbon sink’ of 2.5-3 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent through additional forest 

and tree cover by 2030. 

To lower India’s carbon footprint, coal-fired power plants not meeting prescribed standards 

would be shut down. 

The Centre has launched the Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid) and Electric 

Vehicles (FAME) I India scheme in 2015 to reduce pollution caused by diesel and petrol-

operated vehicles and to promote electric and hybrid vehicles in India. 
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– The FAME phase II scheme has been extended for two years to drive greater adoption of the 

scheme. 

The Vehicle Scrappage Policy, launched August 13, 2021, is a government-funded 

programme to replace old vehicles with modern and new vehicles on Indian roads. 

India’s PM, in August 2021, announced the enhancement of target to 20% for ethanol blending 

in petrol by 2025 in order to further lower carbon emissions and improve air quality. 

In August 2021, the Plastic Waste Management Amendment Rules, 2021 were notified, 

which are aimed at phasing out single-use plastic by 2022. 

– The Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) for plastic and e-waste management has been 

introduced. 

The implementation of the Green India Mission (GIM) has been undertaken to increase green 

cover in India to the extent of five million hectares (mha) and improve the quality of 

existing green cover on another five mha. 

What has been the outcome of these measures? 

As a result of these initiatives, 

– 96 cities showed a decreasing trend of PM10 concentration in 2020-21 as compared to 2019-

20. However, 36 cities showed an increasing trend in PM10 concentration in 2020-21, as 

compared to 2019-20, according to the Economic Survey 2020-21. 

– Marginal decrease in pollution levels in targeted cities three years into the launch of the 

NCAP, according to media reports. An analysis also showed that states spent insufficient funds 

to ensure air pollution reduction. 

– Not much progress on the closing down of thermal power plants not meeting permissible 

standards. 

– But, India’s third Biennial Update Reports submitted to the UNFCCC in 2021 reported that 

during 2005-16, the country had reduced emission intensity of its GDP by 24%. 

– India’s forests have increased by more than 1,500 sq km between 2019 and 2021. 

What is the way forward? 

It has been observed that the institutions engaged in regulatory functioning both at the Centre 

and state level lack capability in maintaining environmental regulation standards in large cities 

/ urban centres. There is an urgent need to strengthen these agencies. 

Research and development, recruitment of professionals having domain knowledge and 

provisioning of infrastructure are necessary where budget provisions need to be stepped up. 

A roadmap on the closing down of inefficient coal-fired power plants needs to be developed 

in consultation with stakeholders. 
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The GIM has to be aggressively and effectively implemented throughout the states with 

quality planting materials. 

The research activities into restoring biodiversity, conserving landscapes and preserving the 

natural balance of biodiversity across India will have to be encouraged. 

 

GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – COVID PANDEMIC AND ITS IMPACT 

 

IMPACT ON THE ECONOMY 

17. In pandemic shock, critical lessons for MSMEs  

Source: This post is created based on the article “In pandemic shock, critical lessons for 

MSMEs” published in The Hindu on 12th April 2022. 

Context: MSMEs (Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises) are critical for achieving the overall 

objectives of economic development. During the pandemic, MSME was the worst hit sector. The 

sector is still struggling. 

MSMEs are a significant contributor in terms of industrial output, employment generation, and 

exports. This sector is trying to recover from the effects of the pandemic. 

Findings of the survey 

A primary survey of 225 small firms in the National Capital Region (NCR) and Uttarakhand made 

the following observations: 

 90% of small firms faced a decline in their turnover in FY2020-21 

 53% of firms faced more than a 50% decline in their turnover. 

 Around 29% of firms reported a collapse of their businesses 

Following are the reasons behind the decline in growth: 

Covid Induced reasons: 

1) Restriction/s on economic activities and mobilities; 2) decrease in demand; 3) shortage of raw 

materials; 4) slow recovery of markets; 5) payment delays, lack of financial resources and labour 

shortage 6) increased cost of production; 7) lack of skilled workers 8) ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ 

package was not helpful due to lack of demand and business uncertainties. Thus, firms did not 

use financial assistance available under the program. 

Other reasons: 

1) Sudden change in government policies, 2) natural catastrophes such as floods and drought, 

3) bulk of MSMEs are in the informal sector which lack registration and the necessary financial 

documents to avail finance opportunities. 

However, some firms have reported growth as well:  
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Around 10% of firms under the study had either a rise in their turnover or reported no change. 

The sectors include human health activities; manufacture of pharmaceuticals; food and beverage 

service activities; and manufacture of apparels, etc. 

The resilience of these firms was the result of; 1.) availability of financial resources, and 2.) ability 

to invest in new technologies or new business opportunities. 

What should be done? 

Following measures can help MSMEs in becoming resilient and sustaining their growth during 

business uncertainties caused by economic shocks. 

1.) Setting up Uncertainty Corpus Fund for Small Businesses: On the line of public provident 

fund, government must make the emergency fund mandatory for the small firms. 

A lucrative return on the investment to encourage the firms can be set up. 

2.) Small Business Insurance Scheme: The term insurance can be offered to MSMEs on the 

lines of crop insurance scheme. 

GS3 – ENERGY AND INFRSTRUCTURE – ELECTRIC VEHICLES (EVs) 

 

ISSUES RELATED TO ELECTRIC VEHICLES IN INDIA 

18. A milestone’s been spied for a switchover to EVs  

Source: This post is created based on the article “A milestone’s been spied for a switchover 

to EVs” published on 14/April/2022 in Mint. 

Syllabus: GS 3 – Infrastructure: Energy 

Context: The government has expressed confidence that electric vehicles (EVs) will achieve parity 

with conventional petrol burners in India within two years. 

What is the cost trend estimate of EVs?  

By Crisil Research report estimates, all vehicles get increasingly economical with greater use. 

But EVs are seen to do this better, the gap would close sooner for covering long distances. 

This is good news from a climate perspective. However, electricity generation also needs to be 

clean. 

What are the challenges faced in promotion of  EV?  

Crude is also getting dearer over the years. But recent war-driven disruptions to the assembly of 

fossil cars could impact EVs too. For example – the price of Nickel, a key battery input, has 

soared. 

China’s dominance of battery-making is another source of anxiety for the global EV industry. 

In India, while talk of battery swapping for energy refill has been in the air, it is still a long way 

to go. 
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Also, charging networks would have to prove their reliability on ease of access and the speed of 

recharge. The pace of spreading of EV stations matters too. 

Safety concern – as currently been probed by the Centre after a sting of fire mishaps. 

Way forward: 

There is a need for state incentives to plug cost-of-ownership gaps in India. Need for fixing quality 

bugs to enable EV market takeoff. 

 

GS3 – ENVIRONMENT – RERNEWABLE ENERGY 

 

SOLAR ENERGY IN INDIA 

19. Hits and misses: India’s solar power energy targets  

Source: This post is created based on the article “Hits and misses: India’s solar power 
energy targets” published on 14/April/2022 in The Hindu. 

Syllabus: GS 3 – Infrastructure: Energy 

News: A report prepared by JMK Research and Analytics and the Institute for Energy Economics 

and Financial Analysis states that India is likely to miss the 2022 target of installing 100 GW of 

solar power capacity. This is because rooftop solar lagging behind. 

What is India’s solar policy? 

The National Solar Mission, 2010 started promotion and development of solar power in India. 

Since 2011, the solar sector has grown at a compounded annual growth rate (CAGR) of around 

59% from 0.5 GW in 2011 to 55 GW in 2021. 

India currently ranks 5th after China, U.S, Japan and Germany in terms of installed solar power 

capacity. As of December 2021, solar installed capacity is 55GW, which is 14% of all power 

generation capacity of India. In this, 77% are grid connected utility-scale projects. 

What does the report say?  

As of April, only 50% of the 100 GW target has been met. A 25GW shortfall in the 40GW rooftop 

solar target is expected. Thus, it is in rooftop solar that the challenges of India’s solar-adoption 

policy stick out. 

What are the reasons for rooftop solar adoption not meeting targets? 

In early years, it was held back by the lack of consumer awareness, inconsistent policy 

frameworks of the Centre/State governments and financing. 

Recently, there has been a sharp rise in rooftop solar installations due to falling technology 

costs, increasing grid tariffs, rising consumer awareness and the growing need for cutting 

energy costs. 

Factors impeding include 1.) pandemic-induced supply chain disruption to policy restrictions, 

2.) regulatory roadblocks; 3.)limits to net metering; 4.) taxes on imported cells and modules, 5.) 
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unsigned power supply agreements (PSAs) and banking restrictions; 6.) financing issues plus 

delays or rejection of open access approval grants. 

How critical is solar power to India’s commitment to mitigate climate change? 

Solar power is a major prong to achieve net-zero carbon emissions by 2070. India also has a 

target to reach a non-fossil fuel energy capacity of 500 GW by 2030. 

Way forward: Given the challenge of variable renewable energy, most of the RE capacity to be 

installed in this decade is likely to be based on wind solar hybrid, RE-plus-storage and round-

the-clock RE projects rather than traditional solar/wind projects. 

 

GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – MONETARY POLICY 

 

INFLATION AND RELATED ISSUES 

20. Is the Reserve Bank doing enough to rein in inflation?  

Source: The post is based on an article “Is the Reserve Bank doing enough to rein in 

inflation” published in The Hindu on 15th April 2022.  

Syllabus: GS3 – Indian Economy – Monetary policy 
Relevance: Macroeconomic condition   

News: Recently, the central bank’s monetary policy committee had decided to hold benchmark 

interest rates (remain accommodative). 

However, it has declared to withdraw the accommodative monetary policy measure to ensure 

that inflation remains within the RBI’s target limit.   

In the last two years, there has been high inflation and real growth has also been zero. Both of 

these can be a disaster.  

Inflation in India is measured by the Consumer Price Index (CPI). The CPI Index has stayed above 

6% for three months running. It is above the Reserve Bank of India’s upper tolerance limit.  

What are the causes of high inflation?  

High commodity prices like oil prices, edible oil prices, fertilizers, chemicals, feedstock etc 

All-round supply chain disruptions – The present geopolitical uncertainty in Ukraine has led 

to supply-chain disruptions.  

In India, inflation is also caused by supply-side shocks. And, monetary phenomena like credit 

infusion often mounts NPAs pressure.  

Are the RBI actions enough to arrest inflation?   

It may be difficult to contain inflation through repo rate and reverse repo rate adjustments.  

The RBI’s monetary policy framework is extremely complex. It targets only one macro 

variables i.e., inflation, and neglects other variables like growth, jobs, external balance, financial 

stability which are interrelated  
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The RBI has, therefore, failed to control the inflation curve. It has revised the inflation estimate 

a number of times. 

A high output gap is being projected in a number of reports. In fact, the rules-based monetary 

macro framework is going to be inadequate to deal with this.  

The growth projections are based on the assumption that the Indian economy is experiencing 

cyclicity and the monetary policy can correct it. However, there may be chances that the Indian 

economy may be facing other challenges (like GST, Demonetization etc.). In this scenario, the 

monetary policy acting as a counter-cyclical policy tool will not work.  

The repo rates hike and liquidity tightening works when there’s a lot of credit growth (around 

25-30% credit growth). It works to contain aggregate demand and money supply. However, India’ 

credit growth has been 7.5% for the last two years. Thus, credit growth is not causing inflation 

in India.  

What are the good signs?  

There have been robust tax collections due to formalisation. In addition, there have been 

record currency reserves which can act as a buffer for now.  

Market sentiment is a key factor. Globally, most of the central banks are tightening monetary 

policy. Therefore, RBI has done good to maintain positive sentiment. The move to contain 

inflation will increase the RBI’s credibility.   

What can be done to control inflation?   

A high fiscal deficit should be substantiated through enhanced investment. There has to be focus 

on ‘crowding in’ private corporate investment.  

The RBI has introduced a new tool known as the standing deposit facility rate (3.75%) to 

absorb excess liquidity.  

The RBI should work upon improving the government bond yields. It will improve the return 

for long-term bonds, reduce inequality, control inflation, and manage financial stability.  

Efforts should be made to create jobs and increase the output of the Indian Economy. The boost 

to real economy can improve all our macro variables.  

On the fiscal policy side, the government should provide ‘participation income’ (not ‘basic 

income’) in the hands of people. It should be done by providing guaranteed jobs. It can tackle 

inflation.   
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GS3 – SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY – DEVELOPMENTS AND THEIR APPLICATIONS AND 

EFFECT IN EVERYDAY LIFE 

 

GENOMIC SEQUENCING 

21. Humans Decoded  

Source: This post is created based on the article “Humans Decoded” published in Business 
Standard on 16th April 2022.  

Context: Scientists have completed the first full and seamless catalog of genetic instructions of 

humans. It’s expected that research will help to explain how every cell in a human body is 

created. It will help develop highly effective diagnostic tools and treatments for diseases.  

What is the background? 

Nobel Prize-winning Italian-American virologist Renato Dulbecco first pitched the idea to 

determine the DNA sequence of the entire human genome, way back in 1984. 

An international research effort continued under the Human Genome Project. 

Thirty-eight years and billions of dollars later, scientists completed the first full and seamless 

catalog of genetic instructions of humans. According to the Telomere-to-Telomere (T2T) 

consortium’s collection of papers (recently published in Science), the sequence — comprising 

more than three billion base pairs across 23 chromosomes — is gapless. 

What is DNA sequencing? 

Sequencing simply means determining the order of the base pairs in a segment of DNA. Human 

chromosomes range in size from about 50,000,000 to 300,000,000 base pairs (National Human 

Genome Research Institute, or NHGRI). 

What led to the recent breakthrough? 

Over the past decade, two new DNA sequencing technologies emerged that can read longer 

sequences without compromising accuracy.  

1.) The PacBio HiFi DNA sequencing method can read about 20,000 letters with nearly perfect 

accuracy.  

2.) The Oxford Nanopore DNA sequencing method can read even more — up to 1 million DNA 

letters at a time — with modest accuracy. Both were used to generate the complete human 

genome sequence. 

What is the significance of complete genomic sequencing? 

It shall help explain how every cell in a human body is created, which may shed light on the 

treatment, prevention, and cure required for a disease. For instance, The Cancer Genome Atlas 

(TCGA), a cancer genomics program in the US, has already mapped genomic changes in 33 

cancer types in order to improve cancer treatment. 
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It shall open the door for relatively effective personalized or precision medicine and genome 

editing in the future. 

It should lead to powerful preventive medication and allow us to learn about risks of future 

illness, besides helping better plan dietary and lifestyle changes. 

As DNA sequencing becomes the norm, it’s likely that medical prescriptions will be based on our 

genes — minimizing side effects and making treatments relatively effective. Currently, there are 

already over 250 US FDA-approved drugs labeled with pharmacogenomic information that can 

be prescribed based on a patient’s genetics.  

What is the way forward? 

The sequencing is done, but the work is far from over. Researchers now want to decode full sets 

of DNA from a larger pool of individuals to capture all the variations that exist in human 

DNA. Already researchers, in a separate project, are building a “human pangenome” representing 

all the human genetic variations. 

A strong set of ethical guidelines encompassing genetic research and editing needs to be 

formulated. As gapless, human genome sequencing will enable society to select specific embryos 

to avoid health problems and may lead to the rise of “superhumans”. 

 

GS3 – INDIAN ECONOMY – MOBILIZATION OF RESOURCES 

OIL BONDS 

22. What are oil bonds, and to what extent do they tie the govt’s hands?  

Source: This post is created based on the article “What are oil bonds, and to what extent do 
they tie the govt’s hands?” published in Indian Express on 16th April 2022.  

Context: The government has attracted criticism post a surge in retail prices of petrol, diesel, 

and other petroleum product. However, the Finance Minister has blamed the oil bonds issued by 

the predecessor government for the current price countered.  

How much fuel price is taxed? 

There are two components to the domestic retail price — the price of crude oil itself, and the 

taxes levied on this basic price. Together, they make up the retail price.  

The taxes vary from one product to another. For instance, as of now, taxes account for 50% of 

the total retail price for a litre of petrol, and 44% for a litre of diesel. 

What is an Oil Bond? 

An oil bond is an IOU (I owe you instrument), or a promissory note issued by the government to 

the Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs). It is given in lieu of cash that the government would have 

paid to OMCs. 
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An oil bond says the government will pay the oil marketing company the sum of, say, Rs 1,000 

crore in 10 years. To compensate the OMC for not having this money straight away, the 

government will pay it, say, 8% (or Rs 80 crore) each year until the bond matures. 

Why were they issued? 

When fuel prices were too high for domestic consumers, governments in the past often asked oil 

marketing companies (OMCs) to avoid charging consumers the full price. But if oil companies 

don’t get paid, they would become unprofitable.  

To address this, the government said it would pay the difference. But again, if the government 

paid that amount in cash, it would have been pointless, because then the government would 

have had to tax the same people to collect the money to pay the OMCs. 

This is where oil bonds come in. By issuing such oil bonds, the government of the day is able to 

protect/ subsidise the consumers without either ruining the profitability of the OMC or running 

a huge budget deficit itself. 

What is the magnitude of Oil Bonds that needs to be repaid by the current government? 

In 2014, there were bonds worth Rs 1.34 lakh crore that had to be paid between 2015 and 2026.  

Between 2015 and 2021, the government has fully paid off four sets of oil bonds — a total of Rs 

13,500 crore. Further, between 2014 and 2022, the government had to spend a total of Rs 93,686 

crore on interest as well as the principal of oil bonds.  

Source: Indian Express 

Is this amount large enough to restrict the Finance Ministry from bringing down the taxes? 

There are three ways to answer whether the amount is large enough to restrict a reduction in 

taxes. 

The first is to observe that the total payout was just 7% of the total revenues earned through 

taxes on petroleum products in 2014-15. As the years progressed, this percentage has come 

down because taxes generated from this sector have soared. 

The second is to look at the total revenue earned by the government (both Centre and states) 

between 2014 and 2022 from taxing petroleum products. This amount is more than Rs 43 lakh 

crore. That means the total payout by the current government to date on account of oil bonds is 

just 2.2% of the total revenues earned during this period. 

The third way is to note that the total amount of revenue earned by the Centre from just one 

kind of tax— excise tax — in just — 2014-15 — was more than Rs 99, 000 crore.  

In other words, while the government has to pay for oil bonds, the payout is not big compared to 

revenues earned in this sector. 

 

 


