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General Studies - 1 

1. Decolonization: After All, The Raj Is Dead 

2. India@100: What’s ahead for urbanisation? 

3. A census is not about counting sheep – on Issues related to census 

4. Why our urban spaces need to be reimagined 

 
 

General Studies - 2 

1. SCO meet highlighted flux in Eurasia; Delhi must help push new connectivity initiatives with 

region 

2. Geopolitics without geoeconomics, a fool’s errand 

3. About Prison reforms: What numbers don’t tell us 

4. Art of giving and our economic aspirations: To be world class, India’s top education institutions 

need its wealthy to donate generously 

5. Can Indian universities and colleges take up the task of producing workers for the knowledge 

society? 

6. Knowing the killer 

7. Market forces could play a role in India water security 

8. Supreme Court’s basic structure doctrine in a new context 

9. Non-alignment 2.0 has high a chances of success 

10. Why we need to build a framework for global digital governance 

11. The hijab case and the essential practices doctrine 

12. For State Of The Nation, Look At States Of The Nation 

13. Death Penalty 

14. Positioning India in a chaotic world 

15. A blow for dignity 

16. Weighing Quad against SCO 

17. Telcos want seven sections of the Telegraph Act 1885 repealed or modified 

18. A risky new status quo – On India-China Border Related Issues 

19. How western media’s bias against India can be corrected 

20. Ambit of fraternity and wages of oblivion 

21. Approach to death penalty: Why Supreme Court has decided to settle differences among 

judgments 

22. A great show: SC allowing live-streaming of constitution bench hearings is a milestone in 

democratic journey 

23. What should India’s FTA agenda be? 

24. Analysing the Kyrgyzstan-Tajikistan conflict 

25. How China can be held accountable 

26. Telecom Bill: Innovation-unfriendly provisions must be revised 

27. Managing sports – sports administration in India 

28. Indian TV channel’s hate speech ecosystem and what the SC gets wrong about it 

29. The cow and the city: How Maldharis challenge Gujarat’s ideas of urbanisation 

30. Semiconductor shortage in Russia: India’s Russia Problem Will Grow 

31. Food waste: Be part of the solution and not the problem 

32. Internal democracy – The ECI is right in rejecting the notion of ‘leader for life’ in political 

parties 

33. Why telling Russia to abandon war is in India’s interest 
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34. The success of the novel PM SHRI schools scheme will depend on the quality of educators 

35. In 2022, We Get That 1885 Feeling – on draft Telecommunication Bill, 2022 

36. The Global South’s assertion in geopolitics 
 

General Studies - 3 

1. Ease of moving – Lower logistics costs will boost output 

2. Funding the future: GoI reverting to earlier funding rule for research bodies is welcome. But 

India spends too little on science 

3. The gender pay gap, hard truths and actions needed 

4. Out of tune: An orchestra of multiple instruments is required to deal with the continuing high 

inflation 

5. Agriculture start-ups: Breaking ground and filling the gaps 

6. Dollar unrelenting rise spells trouble for global economy 

7. There are better ways than cheetahs to revive ecosystems 

8. Dematerialisation: A digital revolution in Indian finance 

9. One Nation, One Grid: A problematic power equation 

10. Reducing air pollution: Stubble burning needs economic solutions 

11. The lumpy skin disease 

12. Harnessing Gati Shakti, National Logistics Policy for closer regional ties 

13. Work from home is popular but its productivity isn’t settled yet 

14. Trade tactics – on India’s Foreign Trade policy 

15. The failure of safety norms 

16. Moonlighting is neither ethical nor a work trend 

17. External risk factors for the Indian economy: Global storm: Overseas risk is main policy 

challenge 

18. Sebi working on new ASBA-like payment system for secondary trades: Buch 

19. The seed of idea: How millets can help mitigate climate impacts on food 

20. Burning fuel to carry fuel: Govt’s ethanol programme to face transport challenges 

21. Weather modifications by China need more discussions on its ethics 
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General Studies - 1 

1. Decolonization: After All, The Raj Is Dead 

Source: The post is based on the article “After All, The Raj Is Dead” published in The Times 

of India on 21st September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 1: Colonization and decolonization. 

Relevance: India and decolonisation debate. 

News: At present, there is an intense debate on decolonisation all over the world. But India 

should move past the decolonisation debate. 

What India learnt from Britain? 

India has imbibed much from Britain including the Westminster-style democracy. The 19th-

century Bengal ‘renaissance’ or cultural rebirth or the campaigns against sati and untouchability 

were born from the constructive synthesis of the ideas of the European Enlightenment and Indian 

reformism. 

Several early Congressmen were England-educated, deploying the ideas of Western liberal 

democracy against the British empire. 

Many Dalit-bahujan thinkers see the Raj’s education system as a liberating influence from 

Brahmanical dominance. Writer-activist Chandra Bhan Prasad had even created a temple to 

“Goddess English” in Banka village in UP. 

How did Britons and British universities criticised the British Empire? 

a) British author William Dalrymple has talked about the rampant exploitation of India by the 

East India Company, b) Several Indian-origin academics who have written knowledgeably on 

imperialist oppression carry out their work supported by British universities and publishers. 

What colonial legacy does India need to root out? 

1) Governments in all states use the colonial sedition law of 1870, a provision used against 

freedom fighters like Nehru and Netaji. Recently, the Supreme Court put a one-year moratorium 

on using the law. 

Note: The UK abolished its sedition laws in 2009 because of their “chilling effect” on free speech. 

2) India’s police forces are guided by the 1861 Police Act and several laws from the 1862 Indian 

Penal Code still remain, 3) India’s elaborate VIP convoys that politicians of all parties prefer are 

relics of the colonial past. On the other hand, British politicians use public transport and prefer 

simplicity. 

English language, a colonial legacy and India’s strength 

Competency in English is one of India’s most valuable assets. It is spoken widely, and English 

language coaching centres are also present in many states. Globally, English is a language of 

aspiration and a language that many highly accomplished and globally renowned NRIs speak. 

In 2022, as many as 1,18,000 Indians received student visas to study in the UK. At present, 

Indian nationals are the second-largest group, after British nationals, working in Britain’s 

National Health Service. 

Indian-origin Rishi Sunak almost became the UK’s prime minister and Indian-origin Suella 

Braverman is Britain’s current home secretary. 

What should be done? 

India’s Parliament has very few minority community MPs. On the other hand, Britain has 

impressive diversity in the Parliament. India should learn from them. 

India and Britain should confidently learn from each other how to improve modern democracy 

and work together to promote mutual economic advantages. Instead of calling for decolonisation, 

the real need is bridge-building with each other. 
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2. India@100: What’s ahead for urbanisation? 

Source: The post is based on the article “India@100: What’s ahead for urbanisation?” 

published in the Business Standard on 22nd September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 1: Urbanisation, their problems and their remedies. 

Relevance: Solution to India’s urbanisation. 

News: The pace at which India urbanises will be a defining factor in achieving India’s 

developmental goals in the next 25 years. 

What is the current pace of India’s urbanisation? 

Since the 1950s, the speed of urbanisation in India has witnessed a consistent rise. According 

to the World Urbanisation Prospects (2018 Revision), an urbanisation growth rate of 2.4% was 

observed between 2010 and 2018. 

By 2022, India’s projected rate of urbanisation was expected to be 35.9%, and by 2047, this is 

expected to increase to approximately 50.9%. 

Must read: Urbanisation and the Need for Sustainable Cities – Explained, pointwise 

What are the challenges faced in India’s urbanisation? 

Unplanned urbanisation: This resulted in Indian cities are plagued with issues like sewage 

management, urban planning, declining water table and air quality that negatively influences 

the ease of living. 

Urbanisation follows the trajectory of economic development: Kerala has a projected urban 

population of around 73.19% in 2022, which is expected to increase to over 96% by 2036. In 

comparison, states like Assam and Bihar have an abysmal projected population of 15.4% and 

12.2%, respectively, in 2022, which is expected to marginally increase to 17.16% and 13.2% by 

2036. 

Note: Union Territories like Delhi and Chandigarh are projected to be 100% urbanised in the same 

time period. 

Asymmetric pattern of urbanisation: This is characterised by India’s unique social structure 

and kinship ties that tend to restrict mobility. 

Read more: Increasing the pace of India’s urbanisation  

What should be done to make India’s urbanisation sustainable? 

Match with peers: India has to unequivocally aim at matching the rate of urbanisation prevalent 

among its peers. At present, India is lagging behind its peers in urbanisation. 

Focus on the micro level: Districts shape the larger economic spatiality of the country. So, 

India needs to pay attention to the impact of urbanisation at the micro level. According to a 

report, urban districts roughly account only for 30% of all districts in the country. So, India 

needs to focus on the districts lagging behind and push for a faster rate of planned urbanisation. 

Planned urbanisation: Well-planned cities lead to a) value creation through optimal distribution 

and utilisation of resources, b) fosters ease of living and prosperity through sustainable growth 

and economic productivity of its citizens, and c) result in a more stable social structure of cities. 

So, India needs to 1) Redesign cities by looking at sustainable objectives and socio-economic 

growth and 2) Target key reform areas, from remodelling its urban governance system to 

making it more people-centric. 

Maintain urbanisation rate: The urbanisation rate must be regulated to prevent a population 

surge only in larger cities. This will aid in the process of building sustainable pathways to socio-

economic development. 

Read more: Measures to promote sustainable urbanisation 

A dual focus on planned and uniform urbanisation will provide global recognition for India’s 

urban story. 

https://blog.forumias.com/india100-whats-ahead-for-urbanisation/
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3. A census is not about counting sheep – on Issues related to census 

Source: The post is based on the article “A census is not about counting sheep” published 

in The Hindu on 23rd September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 1- Population and associated issues 

Context: Census is a very important exercise for a democratic country. Considering its 

importance, the timely organization and completion of the census must be a priority for 

the government. 

India’s first Census was held in 1872. After that India has held its decadal censuses regularly 

from 1881 to 2011, despite any circumstances. 

The recent census was to be held in the year 2021 but it was postponed due to pandemic and 

there are no explanations that when this census will be held. 

What is census? 

A census is storage of complete data about the country which is gathered openly, voluntarily, 

and with the use of public money, making it a social good. 

Census counts each and every citizen, along with their certain data (age, religion, gender, etc.). 

This helps in connecting the nation with the people. 

Census also provides ways to nation to fix and resolve the problems of its people and it also has 

many more advantages. 

What are the advantages of census? 

General Census 

The census is vital and precious. It is a repository of complete data about the country which is 

gathered openly, voluntarily, and with the use of public money, making it a social good. It 

provides important information to the government on various social and economic parameters. 

For example, Censuses of 1961 and 1971 highlighted the sharp decline in the gender ratio in 

India. It alerted how pre and post-natal factors were reflecting the ‘son bias’ and leading people 

to murder girls, born and unborn. 

Also, the census in US in 1850 and 1860, showed the number of enslaved people in the U.S. to 

be rising. It strengthened the anti-slavery campaign ongoing there. 

Census has also helped in clearing wrong assumptions and information. It was believed that 

population is increasing due to high reproductive rates in Muslims. 

But census has provided that the Total Fertility Rate (TFR) in Muslims is coming down and is on 

its way to stabilisation. The fall in TFR among Muslims is faster than in any community. 

The 2011 Census also provided difference in divorce rate between city and rural India. The urban 

divorce rate (0.89%) is almost equal to the rural rate (0.82%). 

Caste census 

Caste census has been useful in providing identities of the people related to the caste. India had 

its last caste census in 1931. 

A caste census was conducted after the general census of 2011 but it was not published due to 

socio-economic reasons. 

What have been issues with the recent measures of counting of the people? 

First, during pandemic while election rallies were allowed, the census practice was postponed. 

Second, there is a negative feeling about the census among a few sections of the population. It 

is due to coupling the National Register of Citizens (NRC) with National Population Register (NPR), 

in few official government statements. It saw protests from the people. 

These all complex issues created a lack of trust in the government by the people. 

Third, the ability to hold a census peacefully has been the hallmark of a civilized state and state 

of affairs. Democratic Republic of the Congo was able to conclude its census recently, peacefully. 
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Fourth, Whereas, the countries like Afghanistan (1979), Lebanon (1932), Somalia (1985), 

Uzbekistan (1989), and the Western Sahara (1970) are the ones that failed to conduct a census 

since 1990. India surely won’t like to join the list of such countries. 

Fifth, the government is enforcing the laws that are making it easy to collect citizen’s data. For 

example; 

The Ministry of Home Affairs has just notified the Criminal Procedure (Identification) Rules, 2022. 

It provides for the procedure for taking body measurements to collect biological samples, retina 

scans, biometrics, etc. 

A law now allows electoral rolls to be linked with Aadhaar. 

There is a delay in enforcing data protection law for citizens 

Thus, it should not be a problem in holding the census which displays its desire to connect with 

the people who ultimately comprise the nation. 

 

 

4. Why our urban spaces need to be reimagined 

Source: The post is based on an article “Feroze Varun Gandhi writes: Why our urban spaces 

need to be reimagined” published in The Indian Express on 24th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 1 – Urbanization and associated issues 

News:  A day’s heavy rainfall in Delhi has led to water-logged streets, crawling traffic, broken-

down vehicles among others. There was also a similar situation in Bengaluru. 

This shows that there a lack of urban planning in India and this need to be corrected. 

What are the reasons for lack of urban planning? 

Lack of civic infrastructure: Cities in India have come up with economic areas and planning 

but they lack in civic infrastructure. The important elements of urban planning such as storm 

water drains, etc. are ignored. 

Flexibility: There is also very little urban planning flexibility in the master plans on which cities 

are developed. 

Further, cities have also performed poorly in the Ease of Living Index 2020. For example, 

Bengaluru scored 55.67 out of 100 and Delhi scored 57.56. 

Master plans are not developed with much thought. They have limited urban planning flexibility, 

which didn’t take into account, how market forces and migration will impact the plans. 

What steps have been taken by other countries in urban planning? 

The Garden City movement evolved in UK to provide healthier living spaces for workers, a bit 

away from city centers of work. These areas were planned with open spaces, public parks and 

boulevards. Once a garden city reached its maximum capacity, another city would be developed 

nearby. 

In the US, the garden city movement evolved into the neighborhood concept. It planned 

residential houses and streets around community centers and schools. 

London has a metropolitan green belt around the city to balance pollution and congestion and 

maintain biodiversity. 

The concept of 15 minute city has been developed in the Paris. The idea is that every Parisian 

should be able to do their shopping, work, and fulfil their cultural needs within a 15-minute 

walk or bike ride. 

What can be the course of action for the city developments in India? 

Master plan: Every Indian city should have a Master Plan which would be updated every decade 

or two. Those plans should consider the development of cities along with poverty mitigation and 

affordable housing and livability for urban migrants. 
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Land Use pattern: Urban land use pattern needs to get better. Currently India’s urban growth 

is informal and unplanned. This lead to weak enforcement of building codes and insufficient 

urban services and infrastructure required for the growth. 

Outdated planning practices: The outdated planning services have made the land utilization 

poor in the recognized towns and urban neighbourhoods. 

For example, one-fourth land of Mumbai is open public spaces while half of it is underutilized 

spaces around buildings. 

If these public spaces are utilized properly then it will lead to achieve similar ratios as globally 

benchmarked cities in public land availability. 

Urban density: There is need also a need to think about the urban density. 

A higher urban density will lead to overutilization of public spaces and increase in the emission. 

High emission will make our cities prone to extreme heat and flooding. 

Climate change: According to the World Bank, climate change may reduce India’s GDP by 3 per 

cent and it may also reduce the living standards of its citizen by 2050. 

Therefore, a proper structural engineering along with conservation should be made priority. For 

example, lakes in Bangalore can be converted into Bangkok-style ferries. 

Insufficient Institutional capacity: India lacks town planning education in the country. There 

are only 26 institutes that provide this course and produce only 700 town planners each year. 

It is expected that India would ideally require 3,00,000 town and country planners by 2031. 

Therefore, more institutes are need along with NITs and IITs to have standalone planning 

department. 

Hence, renewing our cities will require us to rethink various urban topics, including urban 

design, urban healthcare, affordable housing, sustainability and inclusion among others. 
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General Studies - 2 

1. SCO meet highlighted flux in Eurasia; Delhi must help push new connectivity initiatives with 

region 

Source– The post is based on the following articles 

“SCO meet highlighted flux in Eurasia; Delhi must help push new connectivity initiatives 

with region” published in the Indian Express on 19th September 2022. 

“Era of war is over” published in The Hindu on 19th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS2 – Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India 

and/or affecting India’s interests. 

Relevance– About SCO Summit 

News: Recently, the summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation in Samarkand 

concluded with India taking over as chair of the regional forum. 

What are the key highlights from the summit? 

Read here: Samarkand Declaration and the SCO Summit 

What are the challenges associated with SCO? 

1) New lines of fracture within SCO: There is growing unease among the SCO member states 

at the continuing conflict in Ukraine. Many states, especially the former republics of the Soviet 

Union, are deeply worried about Russia doing a “Ukraine” on them. So these republics are looking 

to establish other partnerships, especially with China, Turkey, and India to enhance their 

strategic autonomy. 

2) Lack of direct connectivity with India: India’s ability to contribute to peace and prosperity 

in Eurasia is hampered due to a lack of direct connectivity to the region. 

Read more: The Shanghai Cooperation Organization and its stature in the modern world 

What should India do as an SCO chair? 

a) Despite the tensions, India needs to ensure the participation of all SCO members including 

China and Pakistan, b) Improve the connectivity with the Eurasian region: India must push 

through new connectivity initiatives with Eurasia. The entry of Iran into the forum opens the 

door for greater connectivity, c) On terrorism, India will have to ensure the SCO walks the talk 

on building a new consolidated list of terrorist groups. 

India will also have to balance its ties, especially as the polarisation between the U.S.-EU 

coalition and a Russia-China-led combine continues to grow. 

 

 

2. Geopolitics without geoeconomics, a fool’s errand 

Source: The post is based on the article “Geopolitics without geoeconomics, a fool’s errand” 

published in The Hindu on 19th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 2 – Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India 

and/or affecting India’s interests. 

Relevance: Importance of geo-economics for India. 

News: India has shown a great desire to be a part of the geopolitical developments in the Indo-

Pacific. However, the efforts taken by India seem to be insufficient as India requires shifting from 

geopolitical to geo-economic policy. 

What is the current situation of India in geo-economics? 

India’s focus is still on geopolitical aspects rather than geo-economics while the advanced 

economies have moved beyond that. 
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This is evident from India’s decision to stay away from the trade pillar of the Indo-Pacific 

Economic Framework (IPEF) and walking out of the negotiations of the Regional Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership (RCEP). 

Both agreements provided India with a chance to enter geo-economics and improve its economy 

in the Indo-Pacific region. 

However, these examples show that India is interested only in bilateral trade agreements and not 

in multilateral or plurilateral agreements. For example, the signing of the free trade agreement 

(FTA) with the UAE and the signing of Early Harvest Agreements with Australia and the United 

Kingdom. 

What will be the potential impacts on India for neglecting geo-economics? 

India has shown a lack of geopolitical interest in the Indo-Pacific region by not joining the trade 

pillar of IPEF and the decision to stay away from the multilateral trade agreement can affect 

India’s interest in multiple ways. 

An advantage for China: India’s absence from various regional trading platforms will 

automatically boost China’s geo-economic hegemony in Asia. India-China trade has only 

increased in the past years despite the increasing tension at the border. 

There is a fear that China can misuse its increasing trade ties with India for geopolitical gains. 

It was also a great opportunity for India to be the part of trade pillar of IPEF and find an 

alternative to China’s trade as it is impossible to completely end trade ties with China. 

Hamper’s supply chains: It would be hard for India to integrate itself into the regional and global 

supply chains without being a part of important regional multilateral trading agreements. 

Loses business opportunities: Since the U.S. is looking to find an alternative to China’s trade 

there are some businesses that are moving away from China and shifting to countries like 

Vietnam. These investments or businesses could have shifted to India if India would have joined 

multilateral trade agreements such as IPEF. 

These businesses and investments are important for India’s growth. 

Hinders maritime security: India is serious about its maritime security, but it cannot only rely 

on the military for its security. This also requires involving other countries in Indo-Pacific to 

create economic stakes in India as it is already done by China. 

India’s Act East policy will go back to its earlier form – Look East if it does not create economic 

stakes with other nations. 

India has FTA with the ASEAN countries but it is equally important for India to become part of 

trading arrangements which have major non-regional states. This would help India to become a 

major part of the region’s supply chains. 

Result in economic isolation of India: If India stayed away from joining regional multilateral 

trading arrangements then it would be economically isolated. 

What can be done to improve India’s participation in geo economics? 

First, India should rethink its geo-economic preferences if it is serious about enhancing its 

geopolitical influence in the Indo-Pacific region. There is still an opportunity for India to join the 

trade pillar of IPEF and it should also think to join RECP. 

Second, it can also seek to join the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 

Partnership (CPTPP). The US have walked out of this agreement and China is seeking to join it. 

Third, India can start by joining IPEF and CPTPP which China is not a member. 

Fourth, India should also actively show its interest in joining the Minerals Security Partnership 

(MSP). It is led by US and focuses on securing supply chains of critical minerals. 
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Fifth, India has cleared that IPEF and QUAD are not military agreements. If they are not military 

agreements then they can be considered as geo-economic agreements that can also help 

members to pursue their geo-political interests. 

 

 

3. About Prison reforms: What numbers don’t tell us 

Source: The post is based on the article “What numbers don’t tell us” published in The 

Hindu on 19th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 2 – Prison reforms 

Relevance: problems associated with prisoners and solutions for it. 

News: The National Crime Records Bureau’s (NCRB) Prison Statistics India Report highlights 

that 9,180 prisoners are with mental illness, 150 deaths occurred by suicide, and five prisoners 

with schizophrenia and epilepsy have died. 

The report is alarming and there is a need to look into the condition of the prisoners and find 

solutions for it. 

What are the problems with prisoners in India? 

Prisons were considered a place for rehabilitation for prisoners but it has become a place of 

despair, hopelessness and helplessness for prisoners. 

Prisons are overcrowded with the high number of undertrial prisoners (70 percent) than convicts. 

According to the report of NCRB, more than half of those with mental illness were under trial 

(58.4% were under trial while 41.3% were convicts). 

Deathworthy report on mental health and the death penalty reveals that over 60% of death row 

prisoners had mental illness and they have not been provided treatment. 

India’s National Mental Health Policy, 2014 considers prisoners a class of people vulnerable to 

mental ill-health. 

What are the reasons for distress among the prisoners? 

First, there might be several reasons for the distress such as loss of liberty, loss of close contact 

with loved ones, loss of autonomy, etc. 

Second, violence and overcrowding is generally associated with imprisonment which is a wrong 

perspective. This also affects the mental health of the prisoners. 

Third, there is a fear among the prisoners of each other, and they also lack trust amongst them. 

What can be the further course of action? 

First, there is a need for reform, rehabilitation or reintegration. These will make prisoners 

confident in their lives, in their choices and in their ability to take decisions and be responsible 

and accountable for them. The rehabilitation process should be empathetic and caring instead 

of violence. 

Second, there is also a need to look at social and structural perspectives of the prisoner’s mental 

health along with medical treatments. 

 

 

4. Art of giving and our economic aspirations: To be world class, India’s top education 

institutions need its wealthy to donate generously 

Source-The post is based on the article “Art of giving and our economic aspirations: To be 

world class, India’s top education institutions need its wealthy to donate generously” 

published in The Times of India on 19th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS2- Issues related with management and development of education. 

Relevance – Higher education 
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News-This article explains the need for increasing charitable donations to the education sector. 

What is the present scenario of philanthropy in India? 

Cumulative donations in India have grown sixfold to 14750 crores in five years. 

Education is the most favoured sector. It received a donation of 9659 crores. 

USA case-Charitable donation was 263 times as compared to India. But its GDP is only 7.2 times 

of the Indian GDP. 

Why is there a need for increasing donations to the Education sector? 

The recent budget allocation for IITs was $1.06 billion. 

In comparison to IITs, the expenditure of each of the top 30 Chinese universities was in excess 

of $1 billion for each.MIT’s annual revenue was $3.9 billion in 2021. 

What IITs and other institutes need to get professional about fund-raising? 

There is a need for a dedicated alumni office. It has to be staffed by professionals with fund-

raising skills 

There is a need for building alumni and donor databases, conducting market surveys and 

programmes. It is required to approach potential donors through sustained campaigns. 

What is the case of IIT Bombay? 

IT has established a well-staffed alumni office. The office is charged with engaging the alumni 

community and donors. Recently IIT Bombay heritage foundation raised over 400 crores from 

donors. This has to be replicated in other Indian institutions as well. 

 

 

5. Can Indian universities and colleges take up the task of producing workers for the knowledge 

society? 

Source: The post is based on an article “Can Indian universities and colleges take up the 

task of producing workers for the knowledge society?” published in The Indian Express 

on 20th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 2 – Issues related to education 

Relevance: problems associated with higher educational institutions and ways to solve 

the problems. 

News: The University Grants Commission has recently notified its guidelines for transforming 

Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) into autonomous institutions. 

This will help to transform colleges to either multidisciplinary universities or degree-awarding 

autonomous institutions by 2035. 

It is based on the objectives of the National Education Policy 2020. 

However, this transformation will be not enough for improving the education in HEIs and there 

is more required. 

What is the current situation of Higher Educational Institutions (HEIs) in India? 

According to the Global employability surveys, less than 10 Indian institutions are in the top 

500. 

Another survey states that there are a large number of unemployable graduates. 

What are the problems associated with Higher Educational Institutions (HEIs) in India? 

Poor teaching methods that are not in line with the relevant skills required by students for 

employment. 

Higher educational institutions in India are mostly state-funded. Thus, they do not suffer in 

terms of resources when they hire poor quality faculty or when the selected faculty does not 

upgrade their skills. 
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UGC has introduced multiple mechanisms such as grading systems, made financial grants 

dependent on grades obtained in order to improve the condition of educations in HEIs. 

However, due to its non-binding nature, Universities are not prevented from free-riding on the 

success of other linked universities. 

Why is ensuring accountability of HEIs utmost important now? 

NEP emphasizes that higher educational institutions should become autonomous. But, there is 

no mechanism available that can ensure accountability. 

However, quasi market accountability is present in the market in the form of competition through 

the Academic Bank of Credits program, Edtech companies, digital learning providers, employer 

schemes and industry bodies. 

Now the monopoly of traditional institutions over content delivery and acting as quality signaling 

agencies, is on the decline. 

This competition will make institutions accountable to learners for not delivering quality 

educations. Further, this accountability will make it difficult for universities to ask for funds 

from the government. 

Also, formal institutions of learning blocks the free adaptation of learning due to institutional 

rigidities due to institutional rigidities. 

What should be the course of action? 

The mode of appointments of teachers in universities has to be re-examined so that universities 

recruit the best possible candidates. The mechanism should be made binding. If universities do 

not follow the guidelines, then proper action should be taken against them. 

knowledge creation and upgradation must be made participatory. HEIs must adopt an “Open-

Source strategy” where they can source expertise from different people or experts. 

The UGC’s recent proposal of allowing educational institutions to hire experts as “Professors 

of Practice” is an attempt to rectify this problem. 

The recruitment criteria set by HEIs can be made flexible which would allow lateral entries to 

those who have expertise in different fields. 

The traditional methods of teaching can be taken out of the curriculum of the institutions and 

more recent methods should be introduced in its place. 

 

 

6. Knowing the killer 

Source: The post is based on an article “Knowing the killer” published in The Hindu on 20th 

September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 2 – Criminal Justice System in India 

News:  The article discusses the recent SC judgment on the capital punishment. 

What has SC said regarding the judgments on death penalty? 

The Supreme Court has laid down that the death penalty can be imposed only in the “rarest 

of rare” cases. 

The nature of offence cannot be made the only criteria to decide the “rarest of rare” category. It 

should also include the person’s socio-economic background and his state of mind. 

The latest order of a three-judge Bench has referred the issue to a Constitution Bench which will 

provide a meaningful opportunity to convicts. 

What is the current situation on hearing of the death sentence? 

Presently, the problem with the convict is that they are only allowed to speak about mitigating 

circumstances after conviction. 
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The prosecution takes advantage of it by describing the extent of the crime and the punishment 

required for it, at the initial stage. 

What more has been said by the Court? 

Same day sentencing is upheld by various judgments and SC also said in this regard that a 

meaningful opportunity has to be given to the convict to present mitigating factors. 

Therefore, the Constitution Bench may come up with new guidelines. Under which the trial 

courts themselves can hold a comprehensive investigation into factors before deciding the 

punishment. 

 

 

7. Market forces could play a role in India water security 

Source– The post is based on the article “Market forces could play a role in India water 

security” published in the mint on 20th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS2- Government policies for development in various sectors. GS1- Economic 

Geography 

News– The article explains the need for enhancing water use efficiency in India and the roadmap 

for achieving this target. 

Why has the importance of water security increased? 

According to a NITI Aayog report, 600 million Indians face extreme water stress. 

Water demand for irrigation is expected to grow by 14% by 2025, for domestic needs and double 

for industrial use. 

Water efficiency is low in India. A Global Water Intelligence study shows that water loss in 

India is almost at 50%. 

What are the best practices for water use efficiency around the world? 

Australia Water Efficiency Labeling and standard scheme– It reduces water consumption by 

promoting use of technologies and products that save water. Products are given a water efficiency 

rating. 

Singapore Mandatory Water Efficiency Management Practices– Commercial entities are 

required to submit details of their water consumption and water efficiency plan to concerned 

government department. With this data, water efficiency benchmarks for different sectors are 

developed. 

What should be the further course of action? 

India’s star rating programme for energy efficient products has been a successful initiative. 

A water rating system needs to be developed to measure water consumption by individuals. 

Demand at individual level needs to be monitored. We need to fast-track the installation of water 

meters. 

Customers need to pay for water consumption. Prices need to be higher in water-stressed areas 

to incentivize the saving of water. 

There is a need to generate political will for introducing market methods of demand and supply. 

The proposed National Bureau of Water Use Efficiency needs to be established. 

A multi-year coordinated effort between government, customers, and businesses is required. 
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8. Supreme Court’s basic structure doctrine in a new context 

Source– The post is based on the article “Supreme Court’s basic structure doctrine in a 

new context” published in The Indian Express on 20th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS2- Indian Constitution 

Relevance– About basic structure doctrine 

News– The article explains the evolution of basic structure doctrine. It also provides insights into 

evolution of judicial viewpoint about constitutional amendments. 

What are the constitutional provisions related to amendment in the constitution? 

The courts can invalidate any executive order or legislative amendment if it violates the 

fundamental rights. But the constitution is silent on the court’s power to decide about the validity 

of any constitutional amendment. 

What are the major judicial decisions related to amending the power of Parliament? 

Shankari parsad vs Union of India– SC denied any limitation on amending power of Parliament. 

Sajjan Singh vs State of Rajasthan-SC again denied any limitation. 

Kesavananda Bharati case-Parliament can amend each and every article. But it is subjected to 

the basic structure of the constitution. 

The Supreme Court was criticized for exceeding its authority as constitutional adjudicator. 

Allahabad High Court (1975)– It invalidated the election of Indira Gandhi from her constituency. 

She had to resign from the PM post. 

39th constitutional amendment (1975)– It provided that no election law made by Parliament 

would apply to the election of a person appointed as Prime Minister. 

Indira Gandhi vs Raj Narain (1975)- It upheld the decision of Allahabad High Court. The court 

stated that free and fair elections were part of the basic structure. 

I.R. Coelho case– Supreme Court upheld the kesavananda Bharati judgement. It gave 

permanent constitutional validity to basic structure doctrine. 

Why has it survived? 

The basic structure theory was the response of the court to the experience of the working of 

India’s Constitution during its first 25 years. 

It has come to stay more because of political compulsions. Initially for a long period, no single 

political party in India had secured a two-thirds representation in Parliament. 

 

 

9. Non-alignment 2.0 has high a chances of success 

Source– The post is based on the article “Non-alignment 2.0 has high chance of success” 

published in the mint on 20th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS2- Bilateral, regional and global grouping 

Relevance– About non-alignment policy 

News– The article explains India foreign policy of non-alignment. It also explains India principle 

stand at SCO summit in Samarkand and lessons from our position at Samarkand 

How India foreign policy of non-alignment was perceived by other countries? 

Western powers looked at India’s policy of non-alignment with suspicion. The reason was that 

our economy was closed and Russia was the main supplier of arms. 

On the other hand, Russia did not have any issue with our position of neutrality in world affairs. 

Our tilt towards Russia was India’s way to protect our strategic autonomy in world affairs. It 

helped India to protect its national interest. 

What was our stand during the SCO summit? 
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During the SCO summit in Samarkand, Our PM advised Putin that, “today’s era is not an era of 

war. 

It was an articulation of the long-held policy of India’s principled stand in world affairs. 

The Western world appreciated our position. But it was not rebuke to Russia. 

What are the lessons from the SCO summit? 

India should take a cue from its stand at SCO. It should be used by our diplomats at various 

international forums for consolidating global conviction in India neutrality. Recently India been 

accused of supporting autocratic regimes by western powers. 

Non-alignment as the guiding principle of our foreign policy should be guided by proper sense of 

what is good for the world. It favours not only India but other countries also. 

What are the impacts of western sanctions on Russia? 

It has raised energy costs and inflated other prices. 

The EU is finding ways to decrease its dependence on Russian gas. 

Russia needs external buyers for its crude oil to reduce volatility in oil prices. 

India as a bulk buyer due to its foreign policy of non-alignment can purchase Russian oil. But it 

is a very difficult choice for India. 

 

 

10. Why we need to build a framework for global digital governance 

Source– The post is based on the article “Why we need to build a framework for global 

digital governance” published in The Indian Express on 20th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS2- Science and Technology 

Relevance– About digital governance 

News– The article explains the need for global cooperation in the field of digital governance. 

What is the global example of regulation of internet companies? 

The European Union passed General Data Protection Regulation to protect the privacy of 

individuals. It has also enacted Digital Services and Digital Market Acts. 

In the UK, the Digital Regulation Cooperation Forum promotes cooperation between different 

regulatory authorities like financial, telecom and competition regulators. 

Why is there a need for regulation of digital economy? 

The big digital platforms have become pervasive. It is not easy to find a digital replacement for 

them. 

Digital platforms have now become our gateway to the internet. They are now seen as 

infrastructure. 

What is the scope for global minimum digital governance framework? 

Digital platform economy is global. Complete convergence of the regulatory system is not 

possible. But we can have some kind of deal. 

Under the G20, the International Labour Organisation has already placed a proposal in the 

employment working group for digital labour platforms to develop an international governance 

system determining minimum rights and protections for platform workers. 

In area of digital taxation, the OECD facilitated Base Erosion and Profit Shifting have arrived 

at a global solution. 

Bretton wood institutions are being proposed as platforms to regulate digital money at an 

international level. 

Another area of potential cooperation is enforcement of anti-trust provisions that prevent 

monopoly. Countries are moving from traditional methods of enforcement. 

How will it be useful? 
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A common minimum digital governance framework can become a win-win situation for both 

governments as well as internet companies. 

It will help in striking a balance between reining in Big Tech versus boosting their digital 

economy. Companies are also burdened with regulatory requirements of the different countries 

they operate in. It will ease their regulatory burden. 

 

 

11. The hijab case and the essential practices doctrine 

Source: The post is based on the article “The hijab case and the essential practices 

doctrine” published in The Hindu on 20th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS – 2 – Indian Constitution — features, amendments, significant provisions. 

Relevance: Supreme Court and religious practices. 

News: The Supreme Court of India is presently hearing arguments on the correctness of a 

Karnataka High Court judgment that upheld the ban on the use of the hijab by students in 

Karnataka. 

What are the decisions of the Karnataka High Court on the Hijab ban? 

The Karnataka High Court made three primary findings in its judgment. 

1) The use of a hijab is not essential to the practice of Islam. Thus, the right to freedom of religion 

was not violated, 2) There exists no substantive right to freedom of expression or privacy inside 

a classroom. This is because the court believed classrooms are “qualified public spaces” where 

individual rights must give way to the interests of “general discipline and decorum”, 3) The ban 

did not come directly out of the government’s order(GO). The GO only called for a uniform dress 

code to be prescribed by the State or school management committees. Hence, the law did not 

discriminate, either directly or indirectly, against Muslim students. 

Read more: Hijab not an essential practice of Islam, rules Karnataka High Court 

What are the questions before SC on the hijab ban? 

a) Whether Muslim women have been discriminated against the ban or not, b) Whether the right 

to freedom of expression exists within the educational institution or not. If the court confirms 

that freedom of expression exists within the educational institution then the onus shifts to the 

State to show that the ban is proportionate and legitimate. 

A reversal of any of the three findings made by the High Court ought to result in a nullification 

of the ban. 

Must read: Karnataka High Court Judgment on Hijab – Explained, pointwise 

Can the state intervene in matters connected to religion? 

B.R. Ambedkar in the Constituent Assembly said, “The religious conceptions in this country are 

so vast that they cover every aspect of life….. It is not necessary that… laws relating to tenancy 

or laws relating to succession, should be governed by religion.” In short, he said that the state 

should be allowed to intervene in matters that are connected to religion but are not intrinsically 

religious. 

In a series of cases, the Court determined whether a practice which was religious in nature was 

also “essential” to that religion. At present, the state also lawfully interferes in the interests of 

social welfare and reform and courts provide constitutional protection to such laws and 

regulations. 

Read more: The head and heart of secularism 
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What are the outcomes of the court’s interference in religion? 

Over time the Court narrowed the extent of safeguards available to religious customs by directly 

encroaching on the autonomy of religious groups. This is considered as a violation of the right 

to ethical independence. 

Sometimes, the court restricts social justice legislations of government as they are encroachment 

on religion. For example, in 1962, the Court struck down a Bombay law that prohibited 

excommunications made by the Dai of the Dawoodi Bohra community 

For now, any Court hearing a matter touching upon a matter of faith has the task of acting not 

merely as an expert on law but also as an expert on religion. 

Read more: Education should be priority, not banning of hijab 

 

 

12. For State Of The Nation, Look At States Of The Nation 

Source: The post is based on the article “For State Of The Nation, Look At States Of The 

Nation” published in The Times of India on 21st September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 2: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies. 

Relevance: Role of Niti Aayog in Viksit Bharat (Developed India) by 2047. 

News: In the Independence Day speech, PM set the tone for a Viksit Bharat (Developed India) by 

2047. He also said ‘When the states grow India grows.’ Niti Aayog, with its mandate to actualise 

cooperative federalism, is a perfect platform for the national development agenda. 

How can Niti Aayog help in making Viksit Bharat? 

The medium between states to implement best practices 

States have varying capacities in driving transformational and inclusive growth. But Vision 2047 

requires strong and agile institutions with an overall development strategy, setting sectoral 

targets and bringing together technology, enterprise and efficient management for policy 

formulation and implementation. 

Niti Aayog can act as a medium for states to learn from each other through sharing of their best 

practices. For example, 

Project Excel is a Gujarat government initiative to empower women, youth, orphans, minority 

communities and marginalised groups by promoting entrepreneurship, farm value chain 

interventions, etc. 

The Farmer Registration and Unified Beneficiary Information System (FRUITS) facilitates 

faster and targeted delivery of agriculture-related services to farmers in Karnataka. 

Enhancing cooperative federalism 

With the help of Niti Aayog, state planning departments can reinvent themselves as State 

Institutions for Transformation (SIT). SITs would identify critical growth drivers and play a vital 

role in facilitating stakeholder consultations for focussed efforts that balance sustainable growth 

with social development while addressing climate concerns. 

Such SITs will be key to achieving a medium-term vision of SDG 2030 and a longer-term vision 

of India@100. For example, Karnataka set up the State Institute for Transforming Karnataka 

(SITK). 

Read more:  NITI Aayog has been instrumental in promoting competitive and cooperative 

federalism. 

Building State Economic Transformation Unit (SETU) 

Niti Aayog has begun a State Support Mission (SSM) that will act as a multidisciplinary 

ecosystem to amplify the impact of existing programmes and initiate cutting-edge projects to 

https://blog.forumias.com/education-should-be-priority-not-banning-of-hijab/
https://blog.forumias.com/for-state-of-the-nation-look-at-states-of-the-nation/
https://blog.forumias.com/answered-since-its-inception-niti-aayog-has-been-instrumental-in-promoting-competitive-and-cooperative-federalism-elaborate-also-suggest-what-more-niti-aayog-can-do-towards-achieving-its-object/
https://blog.forumias.com/answered-since-its-inception-niti-aayog-has-been-instrumental-in-promoting-competitive-and-cooperative-federalism-elaborate-also-suggest-what-more-niti-aayog-can-do-towards-achieving-its-object/


9 PM Compilation for the Month of September, (Third Week) 2022 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

 

 

catalyse the development strategies of states. The SSM would also focus on providing strategic 

insights to collectively achieve India’s vision of a $5 trillion economy. 

In this, Niti Aayog would also play a vital role in a) Scaling available technologies for the effective 

delivery of social welfare projects, b) Support states in raising resources for infrastructure needs, 

c) Establish monitoring systems to facilitate the transition from outlays to outcomes for major 

government schemes. 

Offers Three-way partnership 

IIM or IIT will be designated as a Lead Institution to help scale State Institutions for 

Transformations (SIT). Thus, it would be a three-way partnership between the state, a Lead 

Institution, and Niti Aayog, each bringing to the fore their complementing competencies for 

achieving our larger socio-economic growth objectives. 

Read more: Reforming the NITI Aayog 

To help India achieve the PM’s vision of becoming an economic superpower, its incredible 

diversity, demographic dividend and cooperative federalism can play a strategic role. Niti Aayog 

will play a crucial role in making PM’s vision a reality. 

 

 

13. Death Penalty 

Source– The post is based on the article “Life and death: The Supreme Court’s initiative to 

raise the bar on capital punishment is welcome” published in The Indian Express and 

“The death penalty must always be under debate” in the mint on 21th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS2- Fundamental rights provided by Indian constitution 

Relevance– About death penalty 

News– The article explains the judicial position on death sentence. It also provides arguments 

against death sentence. 

What is recent Supreme Court decision on death penalty? 

The court decided to frame uniform rules for trial courts while giving death sentences. It asked 

a five-judge bench to set out norms. 

It expressed the need for giving a person convicted of capital offence a meaningful opportunity 

to argue for mitigating circumstances. 

It suggested that the court might not only consider the particular context of a crime. It should 

consider other factors like birth, privileges, psychology, social and educational background of 

the convict person. 

What are arguments against death penalty? 

India’s criminal justice system faces the issue of discrimination against those belonging to 

particular caste, religion and class. 

A study in 2016 found that 76 per cent of such prisoners belonged to scheduled castes and 

scheduled tribes, other backward classes or religious minorities. Three-fourths were from 

economically vulnerable sections. 

Another 2020 Project 39A study of trial court judgments showed that in Delhi, 60% of death 

sentences, awarded by trial courts between 2000 and 2013, were converted into acquittals or 

commutation of sentences by the High Court. 

Sound legal reasoning have not been provided by courts while awarding death sentences. The 

same study also showed that 72 per cent of all cases where Delhi trial courts awarded the death 

penalty from 2000 to 2015 cited “collective conscience of the society” as an influencing factor. 
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The 2015 Law Commission Report on Death Penalty recommended abolition of death sentence 

except in terror-related cases. The report noted the global trend that over 144 countries have 

either in law or practice abolished the death sentence. 

What is the need of the day? 

This case is a crucial opportunity to bring consistency into practice. We need to ensure that 

those facing capital punishment get a fair, humane, and just trial opportunity. 

There is a need for a better-balanced approach to capital punishment. We need to rethink the 

wisdom of capital punishment. 

 

 

14. Positioning India in a chaotic world 

Source– The post is based on the article “Positioning India in a chaotic world” published in 

The Hindu on 21th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS2- International Relations 

Relevance– India foreign policy 

News-The article explains India ‘s new version of non-aligned foreign policy. It also explains the 

changing geopolitical scenario and the need to re-look at our foreign policy priorities. 

What is the new version of non-alignment? 

It reflects a desire to be part of two blocs and open association with all. 

It represents a new version of non-alignment that looks for an independent path in world 

affairs. Rather than non-alignment of past, it is multiple engagements with others. 

During the SCO summit, India advised Russia that it is not an era of war but an era of 

democracy, dialogue and diplomacy. He also praised both Russia and Ukraine for evacuation 

of Indian students. It shows our new version of foreign policy. 

A test case will be India’s relation with Iran. Us has threatened to put sanctions on India if it 

engages with Iran. 

In recent times, India foreign policy appears to be passive rather than active. India abstained 

from voting in the UN on the Ukraine issue. During the crisis in Sri Lanka and Afghanistan, India 

did not engage proactively. 

What should be our new strategy in the changed strategic scenario? 

India is facing the confluence of new situations and threats, which often interests. 

We need to have a re-look at our understanding of regional and international tensions. 

We need to have a new paradigm of thought. But we should not completely abandon our past 

priority of remaining independent of conflicting blocs. 

What should be India’s strategy to deal with China? 

China represents a near-term threat. We should not think that the relationship will always 

remain adversarial. We should leave our door open for improvement in the longer term. 

We should not overlook the fact that the primary conflict between India and China is 

civilizational and not territorial. 

Along with long-term improvement, we should manage relations with China in the near-term in 

the context of growing Russia-China closeness. We need to manage relationships with both 

Russia and China. 

Why do we need to have a re-look at the nuclear dimension? 

There is a need for reconsideration in the context of the Ukraine-Russia conflict. There are 

concerns about the possible use of nuclear weapons. 

There is growing sophistication of Chinese and Pakistan nuclear forces. 
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15. A blow for dignity 

Source– The post is based on the article “A blow for dignity” published in The Hindu on 

21th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS2- Vulnerable sections 

Relevance– About conversion therapy 

News– The article explains the prevailing practice of conversion therapy in India and the legal 

framework to deal with this inhumane practice. 

What are steps taken by various bodies to stop the practice of forceful conversion? 

Recently Madras High Court in S. Sushma vs Commissioner of Police prohibited conversion 

therapy in Tamil Nadu. 

The National Medical Commission directed all State Medical Commissions to ban conversion. 

The Supreme Court in Navtej Singh Johar decriminalized homosexuality. 

What is conversion therapy? 

It is a range of dangerous practices that falsely claim to change a person’s sexual orientation. 

It consists of diverse methods like counselling, correctional rape, shock therapy and electro-

convulsion. 

What are the limitations of the existing legal framework? 

There is no express provision in Indian law restricting conversion therapy. Only civil liability 

can be attached to doctors, who practice conversion therapy. 

Only forceful conversion is considered illegal. It continues to take place through other forms. 

What is the way forward? 

Our constitution promises dignity to every citizen. Practices like conversion therapy denies 

dignity to an individual. 

There is a need for stringent and effective legislation that bans the practice of conversion therapy. 

There is a need to put criminal liability on persons who indulge in this practice. 

Our constitution promises dignity to every citizen. Practices like conversion therapy denies 

dignity to an individual. 

 

 

16. Weighing Quad against SCO 

Source– The post is based on the article “Weighing Quad against SCO” published in The 

Indian Express on 21th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS2- International Relations 

Relevance– About India foreign policy 

News-The article explains the India Indo-pacific policy. It also explains India having multiple 

alignment with all major powers to maintain its strategic autonomy. 

What is Indo-pacific policy? 

China’s aggression and expansionist policies are behind India’s Indo-Pacific stand. 

Belt and Road initiative and growing Chinese presence in India neighborhood increased India 

apprehension. 

PM Modi shared his vision of Indo-Pacific at Shangri-La dialogue in Singapore in June 2018. 

He claimed that it includes other nations also who are not part of this geography, but who have 

a stake in it. 

In the initial stage India was not comfortable with the anti-Chinese stance of the USA. 

Quad meetings were upgraded to ministerial level only after the Galwan attack in 2020. 

What is the current foreign policy of India? 
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India continues to believe in plurilateralism. Along with Quad, it is also a member of SCO. It is 

also part of two trilaterals, India-Russia-China and India-USA-Japan. 

It wants to engage with competing powers like USA, Russia, China at the same time. It supports 

the multipolar world. 

India has reservations against past western hegemony and western dominated international 

order. 

According to S. Jaishankar, the world’s norms are imposed by western powers. These norms, 

institutions and practices are responsible for western domination. These institutions needs to be 

dismantled. 

BRICS partners share the same objective with India. They want to dismantle the world order 

shaped by multilateral institutions set up by western powers. China is challenging western 

hegemony by changing the narrative through its cultural heritage. 

Why does Russia matter to India? 

 Dependence on Russia for military reasons. More than two-thirds of its weapon comes 

from Russia. 

 To balance China. 

This is the reason for India ‘s participation in the Vostok military exercise. 

What will decide the future course of India relations with the west? 

 Western sanctions will weaken Russia to such an extent that it will move closer to China. 

If Russia loses the Ukraine war, China will be the only major non-western power in the 

region. 

 Chinese foreign policy for India will also matter. If China continues to maintain its 

aggressive behavior against India, India will go closer to Quad than SCO. 

 

 

17. Telcos want seven sections of the Telegraph Act 1885 repealed or modified 

Source: The post is based on an article “Telcos want seven sections of the Telegraph Act 1885 

repealed or modified” published in The Business Standard on 21st September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 2 – Industries and issues linked to industrial policies 

News: Telecommunications companies (telcos) have petitioned the Union government to repeal 

and amend certain Sections of the Indian Telegraph Act (ITA) of 1885. 

Through the Cellular Operators Association of India (COAI), telecom operators have identified 

seven Sections that require repeal/repurposing and strengthening. 

Which sections do telecommunication companies want to be repealed or amended? 

Section 27: If a telegraph officer transmits any message on which the charge prescribed by the 

Union government has not been paid, the section provides for imprisonment/fine. Telcos want it 

to be repealed. 

Reason: The section has become irrelevant. Because human intervention is no longer required 

for transmission, due to technological advancements. 

Section 28: Telegraph officer will be held guilty of any misconduct that leads to delay or 

disruption in the correct transmission of any message. 

Reason: This section has become irrelevant because misconduct is governed in accordance with 

the present employment laws and policies. 

Section 30: It provides for imprisonment/fine or both if a person fraudulently retains, removes, 

and holds the message without any reason. 

Reasons: There is no human intervention so this section becomes irrelevant. 
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Section 29A: The COAI has asked to recreate this section to address the risk of tower frauds 

(where documents are forged). Current law imposes a fine of only Rs 50. 

Recommendations: COAI has proposed to introduce a minimum penalty of Rs 1 lakh and/or 

imprisonment of six months for the first offence and Rs 5 lakh and/or imprisonment up to two 

years for each subsequent offence. 

It has also recommended that the offence should be made cognisable and non-bailable. 

Section 20: This section deals with offences relating to establishing, maintaining, or working 

unauthorised telegraph without proper licence or authorisation from the government. Telcos 

demand that this section should be amended. 

Recommendations: They say that the punishment should be made cognisable and non-bailable. 

Presently it is non-bailable and non-cognisable with a fine which may extend to only Rs 1,000 

which make it easy for fraudsters to escape. 

Section 23A: this section deals with offences related to intrusion into signal rooms, trespass on 

the telegraph office or causing obstruction in the services. Telcos want amendment to this 

section. 

Recommendation: The offence should be made non-bailable and cognizable. They have asked 

that the penalty should be raised to Rs 1 crore per offence. The fine should be paid to the affected 

telco or telecom licensee. 

Currently, such violations only impose a penalty of up to Rs 5,000 and are bailable. 

Section 25A: This section covers damages made to all kinds of infrastructure such as optical 

fibre cable, etc., created by telcos for delivery of their services to customers. Telcos want 

amendment in this section. 

Recommendations: They have recommended that penalty should be increased proportionately 

to the loss or damage suffered by the telecom service provider/licensee. 

Currently, there is a maximum fine of Rs 1000 for such damage. 

 

 

18. A risky new status quo – On India-China Border Related Issues 

Source: The post is based on an article “A risky new status quo” published in The Hindu on 

212nd September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 2 – India and its Neighborhood 

News: China and India’s discussion on demilitarization of some conflict points have made 

a little progress. But it doesn’t mean that the threat is reduced.    

China and India have agreed to completely disengage from Patrolling Point 15 (PP15). This will 

create a demilitarized buffer zone. However, even after demilitarizing India faces many risks. 

What are the risks present for India? 

Buffer zone: The buffer zone created by demilitarizing reduces India’s ability to patrol its own 

territory. 

The buffer zone and Depsang’s status both suit China’s objectives because they limit India’s 

military activities near the LAC. This has led to China’s invasion in 2020. 

Military Disengagement: Demilitarizing has not led to a diminishing military threat at the 

border. This is evident from building of permanent military infrastructure from both countries 

near the border. 

China has left India behind in building roads, helipads, and communications nodes. Therefore, 

coming to status quo is nearly impossible. 

Tension at LAC: China still claims Arunachal Pradesh as its own territory. The growing military 

build-up of China can increase pressure anywhere at LAC. 
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There is also the possibility of war between the two nations. 

Prioritizing land border: The land border has become the highest priority in India’s military 

competition with China. 

India has reassigned one of three Pakistan-facing Strike Corps to the China front along with its 

newest artillery, fighter jets, and drones to the China border. This has led away India’s attention 

from Indian Ocean region. 

Although India has capabilities in the oceanic region such as indigenously-built aircraft carrier, 

cruise missile-equipped fighters but these were initiated before the border crisis. 

The dominating power in Asia will be determined by the dominating forces in the Indian Ocean 

region. Therefore, India needs to reorganize its priorities. 

However, disengagement is still helpful for India. 

How the disengagement will be helpful for India? 

The disengagement at PP15 has the potential to improve the trap set by China. 

This will help India to reduce its focus on military preparedness at the border and work towards 

long-term military modernization across the Indian Ocean region. 

However, prioritizing other issues such as Atmanirbharta in defense industry at the expense of 

modernization of the military poses a threat to India. 

What can be further course of action? 

India needs a long-term growth in its capabilities (military, policies, etc.) to face the challenge 

posed by China in the Indian Ocean region. 

This requires a rational strategic assessment and the political will to balance military 

preparedness with modernisation. 

 

 

19. How western media’s bias against India can be corrected 

Source: The post is based on an article “How western media’s bias against India can be 

corrected” published in The Indian Express on 22nd September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 2 

Relevance: Global media and issues associated with it 

News: There has been an increase in spreading the wrong information about India by the writers 

and editors of other countries. 

What are the issues with the articles being published? 

A report titled “An Analysis of Global Media Coverage of Events in India” has taken an in-depth 

review of more than 3,000 India-related articles published by global newspapers. 

They have found a consistent pattern of emphasizing political controversies in India with 

sensational headlines. 

These include keywords such as hate, fear, violence, riot, mob, Hindu, and Kashmir. 

This has led a negative image of India among its readers globally and it also shows that a small 

controversy in India can lead to an undesired result. 

These analyses show that there is an increase in the importance of India in the global news. 

The report also found that there has been an increase in the digital readership of these global 

media. 

For example, the Indian readership of the New York Times increased by 22% while there has 

been declined in the global readership by 8%. This has been due to the controversial topics 

written in the newspaper. 

Further, global media is looking to India as a topic for its growth and they have also made digital 

investments in it. 
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India’s significance as a subject of global media interest can rise even further with India 

assuming the presidency of the G20 this December. 

What is the present condition of India in global media and what needs to be done? 

The present condition of India shows that India is far from establishing a strong global media 

voice that can stand at an equal level with the established global media. 

Therefore, strong global media is needed to correct the wrong understanding of India democracy 

and stereotypical perspective of the socio-cultural diversity of India. 

 

 

20. Ambit of fraternity and wages of oblivion 

Source– The post is based on the article “Ambit of fraternity and wages of oblivion” 

published in The Hindu on 22th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS2- Indian constitution 

News– The article explains the idea of fraternity in India. It also talks about our track record in 

promoting this ideal. 

What is fraternity? 

The idea of fraternity is based on the view that people have responsibilities to each other. It was 

defined after the French Revolution in the saying ‘Do not do to others what you would not want 

them to do to you’. 

However, the definition is still vague and the idea of fraternity is not clearly understood. It is 

generally seen as an emotion rather than a principle. 

What is the idea of fraternity provided by the Indian constitution? 

According to Ambedkar, the principles of liberty, equality and fraternity are not to be treated as 

separate items. They form a union of trinity in the sense that to divorce one from the other is to 

defeat the very purpose of democracy. 

The practical shape of the ideals was introduced by the 42nd constitutional amendment act. 

It introduced fundamental duties. Article 51A(e) says that it is the duty of every citizen to 

promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood. 

Responsibility for bringing these ideals lies with individuals and not with the State. 

According to the Preamble of India, the dignity of individual and unity of nation both 

necessitate fraternity. 

What are different shapes of inequality? 

It takes different forms. One. On the one hand, there is economic inequality. On the other hand, 

there is religious, social, and regional inequality. 

What were the concerns of our founding fathers? 

Primary concerns of our constitution makers were related to integration of units that formed the 

Indian Republic. 

B.R. Ambedkar talks about conditions that are necessary for a successful Working Democracy. 

These are absence of glaring inequalities; presence of an opposition; equality of law and 

administration; observance of constitutional morality; avoidance of tyranny of majority over 

minority; a functioning of moral order in society, and public conscience. 

What are the issues that need introspection? 

There is evidence of regional diversity, assertion of linguistic identity and emergence of diverging 

political orientations. 

The role of social and political leaders in promoting fraternity has been dismal. 
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21. Approach to death penalty: Why Supreme Court has decided to settle differences among 

judgments 

Source– The post is based on the article “Approach to death penalty: Why Supreme Court 

has decided to settle differences among judgments” published in The Indian Express on 

22th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS2- Fundamental rights provided by the Indian constitution 

Relevance– Capital Punishment 

News– The article explains conflicting judgements about sentencing hearings of the death 

penalty. It also explains the difference of opinion on whether after conviction for capital 

punishment there should be a separate hearing on the issue of sentence. 

What are the different legal positions? 

Section 235 of CrPC– It requires a judge to hear the accused after conviction on the question 

of sentence, and then pass the sentence. 

Bachhan Singh case– Capital punishment will be awarded in the “rarest of the rare” cases. Court 

also stressed that a separate sentencing hearing would be held for awarding the death sentence. 

Mithu vs State of Punjab– Supreme Court reiterated its earlier position on separate sentence 

hearing. 

What are the different rulings on when the separate hearing should take place? 

Recent three-judge decisions have ruled that same-day sentencing in capital offences violates 

the principles of natural justice. 

A 2020 study by National Law University, Delhi found that in 40% of cases in surveyed states, 

sentencing hearings took place on the same day. 

Dattaraya v State of Maharashtra (2020)– Supreme Court commuted the death sentence to life 

imprisonment on the grounds that an adequate sentencing hearing was not held. Court observed 

that Section 235(2) of the Code of Criminal Procedure enables the accused to make an 

effective representation against the death sentence, by placing mitigating circumstances before 

the Court. But it has not been done. 

What is an adequate sentencing hearing? 

It is meaningful, real and effective hearing for the accused before awarding the death sentence. 

Judiciary is required to consider not just factors that necessitate awarding the highest sentence, 

but also the mitigating circumstances. 

What are some facts related to mitigating circumstances? 

In ‘Manoj & others v. State of Madhya Pradesh’, the Supreme Court addressed the lack of a 

legal framework or institutional capacity to handle death penalty sentencing. It acknowledged 

the arbitrariness and subjective patterns in awarding the death sentence. 

Death penalty sentence is largely driven by the crime in question and not the circumstances of 

the accused. For example, the Supreme Court’s 1983 ruling in ‘Machhi Singh And Others vs 

The State of Punjab’ introduced “collective conscience” into the capital sentencing framework 

and laid down five categories. 

For further reading- https://blog.forumias.com/death-penalty/ 
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22. A great show: SC allowing live-streaming of constitution bench hearings is a milestone in 

democratic journey 

Source: The post is based on the article “A great show: SC allowing live-streaming of 

constitution bench hearings is a milestone in democratic journey” published in The 

Times of India on 22nd September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 2: Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary. 

Relevance: About live-streaming of constitution bench hearings. 

News: Recently SC decided to live-stream constitution bench hearings. 

What are the advantages of live-streaming of constitution bench hearings? 

It is considered a milestone in India’s democratic journey because a) Everyone can watch and 

learn about judicial proceedings, decisions etc. There by increasing transparency and greater 

access to the justice system, b) Creates more interest in crucial matters that define India’s 

governance, c) Create greater accountability for SC judges and lawyers, d) Live-streaming is a 

great enabler for litigants who are unable to attend court, and e) It not just increase legal literacy 

but potentially enhance the public’s continuous engagement with the Constitution and laws. 

Positive systemic corrections can be made: A 2017 study by researchers at Northwestern 

University of archives of the audio proceedings of the US Supreme Court showed that judicial 

interactions at oral argument are highly gendered, with women being interrupted at 

disproportionate rates by their male colleagues. 

– The US Supreme Court then said that the gendered disruptions identified by the study had 

been addressed and now Justices ask questions according to seniority instead of interrupting in 

a random way. 

Read more: Digitisation will ensure speedy, efficient delivery of justice 

What are the concerns of live-streaming of constitution bench hearings? 

Ex-CJI had termed live-streaming a “double-edged sword.” This is because a) Judges might be a 

frequent target of public ire, or a target of social media trolls, b) Publicity-savvy lawyers will 

probably deploy showmanship even more than they do now, c) Some mischievously edited footage 

of SC proceedings may also appear. This will spread disinformation among the public, and d) A 

2018 paper that studied the Brazilian Supreme Court concluded that justices behave like 

politicians when given free television time, they act to maximize their individual exposure. 

About the history of live-streaming court proceedings 

Top courts globally, for example, the International Criminal Court, the UK Supreme Court, have 

long allowed live-streaming. 

In 2018, India’s SC allowed live-streaming. But nothing happened until the pandemic intervened. 

Last year, SC released model rules for live-streaming court proceedings. Subsequently, Orissa, 

Gujarat, Karnataka and some other HCs have shown court proceedings to great effect. 

Read more: SC releases draft model rules for live-streaming and Recording of court 

proceedings 

What should be done in future? 

With videoconferencing apps allowing almost glitch-free live-streaming, subordinate courts 

should also be asked to operate in hybrid mode. This will spare witnesses and litigants from 

personal appearances and minimise adjournments. 
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23. What should India’s FTA agenda be? 

Source: The post is based on the article “What should India’s FTA agenda be?” published in 

the Business Standard on 22nd September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 2: Bilateral, Regional and Global Groupings and Agreements involving India 

and/or affecting India’s interests. 

Relevance: About India’s FTA agenda. 

News: A view emerged that free trade agreements (FTAs) had not served India well. But this view 

is flawed. 

In 2012, India signed trade agreements with Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, ASEAN, Japan and South 

Korea. 

After a long gap, India has returned to the FTA negotiating table. Agreements have been signed 

with the UAE and Australia, and negotiations are at various stages of conclusion with the UK, 

Canada and the EU. 

What are the concerns about India’s FTA agenda? 

Little effect on India’s trade: FTAs accounted for 16% of India’s trade in 2000 and 18.5% of it 

now. However, they are not a disaster for the Indian industry. 

Major trading partners remain non-FTA countries: The US, China and the EU are still out of 

India’s FTA agenda. 

Withdraw from key FTAs: India withdrew from a key agreement with much of Asia — the 

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership or RCEP — in 2019. By dropping out of RCEP 

India has limited its access to Asia, the most dynamic part of the world economy. 

Limited goods and services: Indian FTAs are inherently limited, leaving out many of the highest 

consumption items or imposing extended tariffs with long adjustment periods. On the other 

hand, ASEAN, China, South Korea and Japan have much wider and deeper FTAs. 

Low participation in global value chains (GVCs): By excluding many items from the 

agreements, India limited the extent of the market and our ability to participate in various supply 

chains. 

Impacts of simplistic thinking: While negotiating, India like exports and dislikes imports. By 

having this thought, India failed to understand that “a tax on imports is a tax on exports”. 

For instance, the auto industry has suppliers that cascade down six tiers, where inefficiencies 

at any stage make higher tiers less competitive. Indian auto industry claims to be the most 

competitive location in the world for making small cars. But India argues vigorously against the 

inclusion of auto sector in FTAs with the UK and EU. 

Read more: New paradigm: FTAs, multilateral exposure limited to supply chains, 

governance 

What should be India’s FTA agenda in future? 

Sign essential FTAs: India needs FTAs with countries and areas that either matter to India 

today or will matter in the future. For instance, India should sign FTAs with a) Top current export 

markets such as the US, EU and Bangladesh, b) Top future export markets namely, Africa and 

Latin America, and c) Join the newly-minted Indo-Pacific Economic Framework as it provides 

access to the US, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, Singapore, Vietnam and excludes China. 

Expand India’s FTA agenda ambition: India should a) Focus on zero-for-zero agreements: 

These agreements usually exclude zero items and often apply zero tariffs in both directions, b) 

India should have greater confidence in its own capabilities. For instance, India must include 

automobiles and auto components in all the FTAs. 
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Increase India’s competitiveness: India should use FTAs to force competitiveness on firms. 

Firms, in turn, must force change in areas such as infrastructure, regulation and ease of doing 

business that reduce competitiveness. 

Integrate trade and industrial policy: Production-linked incentive scheme is India’s key 

industrial policy. So, India should ensure all items covered by PLI are explicitly included in every 

FTA. 

Capitalise on China+1 strategy: The world is looking for China+1 supply resilience. So, India 

should capitalise on that by including not only sectors that India is competitive in now such as 

white goods, textiles and garments, chemicals and pharmaceuticals but also sectors India can 

do well in future. This includes sectors such as e-commerce, electric vehicles, and data privacy. 

Read more: Concerns of Indian players should be taken care of while crafting FTAs 

 

 

24. Analysing the Kyrgyzstan-Tajikistan conflict 

Source: The post is based on an article “Analysing the Kyrgyzstan-Tajikistan conflict” 

published in The Hindu on 23rd September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 2 – Important Intenational Developments and their effect on India 

News:  The recent clash between Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan has killed around 100 people. A 

ceasefire was agreed which was brokered by Russia. 

Both countries have a dispute over the 1,000-km long border. 

What are the issues between Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan? 

One of the reasons behind the clash between the two countries is the border which is present 

from the Soviet-era. The borders of the two republics were divided under Joseph Stalin’s 

leadership. 

Moreover, the creation of the Soviet Union saw the large-scale redistribution of livestock to 

collective and state farms. The Tajikistan territory saw their livestock increase with scarce 

grazing land. 

Therefore, agreements were signed between the two nations over the utilisation of Kyrgyzstan 

territory by the Tajikistan’s livestock. 

However, the collapse of the Soviet Union led the dissolution of the then existing water and land 

agreements. It created multiple smaller independent farms which led to an increase in water 

consumption patterns among the farmers of both nations. 

Both countries share multiple water channels due to which small scale conflicts occur practically 

every year during the crucial irrigation period. 

There have been regular talks to solve these issues. However, one of the crucial points of 

disagreement is over the map which should be used for demarcation purposes. 

Almost 1000 km of area of border is of dispute between the two nations. 

What can be further course of action? 

First, the resolution of the conflict will require groups to agree upon a common map. 

Second, the international community will have to make efforts to solve the dispute by involving 

elders in the communities. 

Third, the informal small-scale governance mechanisms would also have to be further 

strengthened through a joint effort by both the countries. 

 

 

https://blog.forumias.com/concerns-of-indian-players-should-be-taken-care-of-while-crafting-ftas/
https://blog.forumias.com/analysing-the-kyrgyzstan-tajikistan-conflict/


9 PM Compilation for the Month of September, (Third Week) 2022 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

 

 

25. How China can be held accountable 

Source: The post is based on an article “How China can be held accountable” published in 

The Indian Express on 23rd September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 2 – India and its neighborhood 

News: 

There are around 10 million people forced into mass forced labour and living in internment 

camps in the western region of Xinjiang in the People’s Republic of China (PRC). 

This has led to the human rights issue concerning international importance. 

However, there are multiple arguments that have been presented by different parties in the 

Uyghur’s case. 

What is the Uyghur issue? 

Chinese government is carrying persecution of Uyghurs in the guise of counter-terrorism and 

counter-extremism strategies in the Xinjiang region, as per many reports. 

There have been credible indications of violations of reproductive rights through the coercive 

enforcement of family planning policies since 2017. 

Why is it difficult to prove the persecution of Uyghurs as a genocide? 

Bosnian Genocide case: It is very difficult to prove this allegation as seen from the verdict of 

International Court of Justice in the Bosnian Genocide case. 

Definition of Human Rights Violation: Human rights defenders have argued that detention of 

an entire ethnic minority in camp-like and slave labour conditions cannot be called a violation 

of human rights. 

Lack of data: United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR) also accepted 

the discriminatory detention of members of Uyghur as crimes against humanity. However, she 

admitted that “a lack of government data” disabled the OHCHR from concluding violations of 

reproductive rights. Therefore, she has recommended in her report that the Chinese government 

should take proper steps to release all those detained in training centres, prisons or detention 

facilities. 

PRC is not a member of the 2002 International Criminal Court treaty (the Rome Treaty).  ICC’s 

jurisdiction over crimes against humanity requires a “nexus to armed conflict”. The crimes during 

peacetime do not come under its jurisdiction. 

What international law actions are possible against China? 

The 2019 ICC pre-trial chamber in the Myanmar-Bangladesh case concerning the Rohingyas 

gives some hope for the Uyghur’s issue. In the case the ICC has said that the Court may exercise 

jurisdiction over crime when part of the criminal conduct takes place on the territory of a State 

Party. 

Rodney Dixon who presented the Uyghur matter to the ICC has argued that evidence shows that 

Chinese officials are coming onto Tajikistan territory (ICC party) and targeting, arresting and 

deporting Uyghurs back into China. 

Therefore, those officials should be investigated by ICC and further investigation should be made 

with the officials of Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan regarding Uyghurs. 
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26. Telecom Bill: Innovation-unfriendly provisions must be revised 

Source: The post is based on an article “Telecom Bill: Innovation-unfriendly provisions must be 

revised” published in The Business Standard on 23rd September 2022.Syllabus: GS 2 

Relevance: India Telecommunications Bill and the issues associated with it 

News: The draft of India Telecommunications Bill, 2022 was released by the Department of 

Telecommunications recently. 

Telecommunications Bill, 2022 is an attempt to consolidate three outdated laws — the Indian 

Telegraph Act of 1885, the Wireless Telegraphy Act of 1933, and the Telegraph Wires (Unlawful 

Possession) Act of 1950. 

What are the provisions in the bill? 

The Bill proposes that the default mechanism for spectrum allocation in the telecom sector will 

be through auction. 

It also specifies the limited administrative exceptions to this rule which may include the 

“backhaul” spectrum necessary for efficient 5G services. 

However, there are some unfriendly aspects to the current draft that are not in the national 

interest. 

What are the problems with the draft bill? 

First, Over-the-Top (OTT) apps that help in communication are being brought within the ambit 

of communication services in the Bill. 

Second, this may be in response to some telecom firms that have lost a considerable amount of 

voice revenue to other forms of communication. This is backward-looking. 

Third, Data-based calling and communication have replaced old-style voice calling everywhere. 

Therefore, firms should not seek to recover this lost revenue and the bill should not seek to help 

them. 

Fourth, the provisions to give subjective powers to the government to waive fees, charges and 

penalties for the consumer’s interest and for fair competition are also puzzling. This should only 

be done in exceptional circumstances. 

What can be the course of action? 

It is also unnecessary to weaken the powers and responsibilities of the Telecom Regulatory 

Authority of India (TRAI) in the final law. 

This would centralise all powers with the government and reduce the checks and balances in the 

system. 

This centralization is not good for the telecom sectors as it provides administrative discretion to 

bureaucrats and politicians. 

However, it is expected that these unfriendly provisions in the bill will be removed in the course 

of the consultation process. 

 

 

27. Managing sports – sports administration in India 

Source– The post is based on the article “Managing sports” published in The Hindu on 23th 

September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS2- Statutory and regulatory bodies 

Relevance– Sports administration in India 

News– The article explains the issues faced by sports administration in India and ways to resolve 

the issue. 

What are the issues faced by sports administration in India? 
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There are frequent resignations by sports administrators. Recently acting president Olympic 

Association of India, who assumed charge in July, resigned. 

The IOC is complaining that elections are not being held. It will not accept an acting or interim 

President. 

IOC could ban India if elections are not held by December. 

Indian athletes will not be able to represent India at sports events if the IOC takes action. 

What needs to be done? 

Officials across athlete bodies need to accept the National Sports Development Code that was 

introduced by the central government in 2011. 

The code puts a limit on tenure and age of sports administration. It stops the capture of sports 

administration by few people, especially politicians. 

The sports administration should make way for new administrators with fresh ideas. It should 

allow more former international sportspersons in key administrative posts. 

 

 

28. Indian TV channel’s hate speech ecosystem and what the SC gets wrong about it 

Source– The post is based on the article “Indian TV channel’s hate speech ecosystem and 

what the SC gets wrong about it” published in The Indian Express on 23th September 

2022. 

Syllabus: GS2- Indian judiciary and fundamental rights. 

Relevance– Hate speech 

News– The court explains the recent Supreme court intervention to check hate speech on visual 

media and issues related to court intervention. 

What was the Supreme Court observation? 

Recently the Supreme Court pulled up visual media for spreading hate speech and the role of 

anchors during TV debates. 

Judges have proposed that guidelines like Vishakha can be put up until the government comes 

up with a new law. 

What are the issues with judicial intervention on hate speech? 

The first issue is related to Article 19. The Supreme Court has upheld the primacy of Article 19 

and warned against state overreach in Romesh Thappar vs. The State of Madras,1950 and 

Shreya Singhal vs. Union of India, 2015 cases. Any overarching law or guidelines to regulate hate 

speech can violate the letter and spirit of Article 19. 

Several IPC provisions meant to check hate speech including Section 153 (A) or 295 (A) are used 

by the state and its agencies to curb dissent. 

The political economy of TV news thrives on hate speech today more than ever. There is little 

cost to pay for hate speech. There are few incentives for TV at prime time to be fair and accurate. 

Judicial intervention is unlikely to work. 

 

 

29. The cow and the city: How Maldharis challenge Gujarat’s ideas of urbanisation 

Source– The post is based on the article “The cow and the city: How Maldharis challenge 

Gujarat’s ideas of urbanisation” published in The Indian Express on 23th September 

2022. 

Syllabus: GS2- Urbanisation 

Relevance– Urbanisation 
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News– The article explains the commonly held assumption about urbanisation in India and 

contradictions that emerges from such type of assumption. 

What is the controversy related to the issue of stray cattle? 

In April, the Gujarat assembly passed the Cattle Control (Keeping and Movement) in Urban Areas 

Bill, which requires cattle owners to obtain licences for their animals and restricts their 

movement on urban roads. 

The Maldharis, who own most of the cattle in urban Gujarat, are opposing the bill. The law has 

been withdrawn due to their opposition. 

What was the rationale behind the introduction of such a bill? 

Firstly, for the urban middle class, stray cattle are a longstanding problem that obstructs the 

smooth flow of traffic. It undermines road safety and tarnishes their desired image of a global 

city. 

Secondly, Indian policymakers have been influenced by western notions of urbanisation. It 

assumes 2 things: 

1) Urbanisation involves a physical break between the city and the village. 

2) Urban and the rural are mutually exclusive domains consisting of opposite physical forms. 

The former is associated with industrialisation and the latter is related to agrarian 

underdevelopment. 

It entails the dilution of community identity and the weakening of caste and community 

networks. 

 

 

30. Semiconductor shortage in Russia: India’s Russia Problem Will Grow 

Source: The post is based on the article “India’s Russia Problem Will Grow” published in 

The Times of India on 23rd September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 2: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests. 

Relevance: Semiconductor shortage in Russia and India’s defence capability. 

News: Russia has recently ordered its first mobilisation since World War II to bolster its invasion 

of Ukraine. This shows that the war is not going according to plan for Moscow. But this will 

hamper Russia’s defence production capabilities and its ties with India. 

Why Russia is facing challenges in the Ukraine crisis? 

Russia is facing the inability to access semiconductor chips for defence platforms. After the 

Ukraine crisis, the US quickly banned selling semiconductors used in defence systems to Russia. 

Taiwan, South Korea and Japan, also banned the export of items through the export control list 

provided by the US. Russia also does not have the infrastructure to manufacture these chips 

domestically. 

Read more: Semiconductors: Heroes Of The New Digital World 

What are the issues with Russia’s present defence production? 

Ukraine has put out an alleged shopping list of Russian defence sector desperate to purchase. A 

US-based media company found a) Lack of complexity in Russian equipment that college 

students majoring in electrical engineering could reverse engineer and build most of the 

electronics used, b) An examination of the remnants of the missiles Russia launched on Ukraine 

showed the usage of older technology parts with elementary GPS systems. Sometimes Russia 

even used chips taken out of dishwashers and refrigerators. Old versions of navigation systems 

used in Russian-guided missiles make them miss their mark. 

Read more: The Global Semiconductor Shortage – Explained, pointwise 
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How military mobilisation and the Russia-Ukraine war will hamper India’s defence capabilities? 

India is the largest importer of Russian weaponry in the world. It is unlikely that the West will 

remove high-tech sanctions. 

This has impacted India’s defence capabilities. For instance, a) Russia has delayed the delivery 

of two Talwar-class stealth frigates for up to six months, b) There is a short-term delay in the 

supply of S-400 Triumf missile systems and spares for Kilo-class submarines, MiG-29 fighters 

and Kamov Mi-17 military transport helicopters. 

What Russia can do to improve its semiconductor productivity? 

1) Russia could use chips from western manufacturers by indirectly sourcing them, 2) Russia 

can approach China and obtain the chips from them. 

Read more: What is the controversial ‘Butterfly Mine’ Russia has allegedly used in 

Ukraine? 

What India should do to improve its defence capability? 

a) India must prepare for a sharp drop in Russia’s ability to deliver on defence purchase orders, 

b) Russian technology is dated, and the chips would come from the black market or China. So, 

India must 1) Diversify its weaponry in the short term, 2) Focus on local manufacturing over the 

long term, and 3) Utilise partnerships with the US, Japan, Australia, France, and Israel to secure 

defence equipment and chip supplies. 

 

 

31. Food waste: Be part of the solution and not the problem 

Source: The post is based on the article “Food waste: Be part of the solution and not the 

problem” published in the Livemint on 23rd September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 2: Issues relating to poverty and hunger. 

Relevance: Food wastage and necessary steps. 

News: Almost 2.5 billion tonnes of food produced annually goes unconsumed. On the other hand, 

about 870 million people globally are undernourished. Growing more food isn’t necessary to end 

world hunger; reducing just 50% of food loss or waste could end it. 

What are the various reasons for increasing food wastage? 

1) According to a study, only 35% of consumers say they fully understand the difference between 

terms such as “best before”, “consume by” and “expiry date” seen on date labels. 

2) Organizations are not paying enough attention to influence the entire food chain to reduce 

waste. Demand-driven production isn’t trickling down the entire food chain. This is because 

procurement agents and supply chains have very different performance goals. 

Overall the cost associated with food waste is around 5.6% of total sales for organizations. Apart 

from the financial implications, food waste is a significant emitter of greenhouse gases, 

generating 8-10% of global emissions. 

Along with raging food-price inflation and persistently high energy prices, food loss and waste 

constitute one of the most urgent and intimidating challenges in society. 

Read more: UNEP releases “Food Waste Index Report 2021” 

What should be done to reduce food waste? 

Engage consumers and employees in managing food waste: The world organisations need to 

bolster awareness-related initiatives. For instance, Unilever’s Use-Up Day campaign aims to cut 

food waste by one-third by encouraging consumers to use ingredients they already have at least 

once a week. 
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Ensuring comprehensible labelling: There is an urgent need for comprehensive labelling. 

Companies should also use information technology to promote waste avoidance among 

consumers. 

Collaborate across the entire industry value chain: This can be done by 1) Building visible, 

agile and intelligent supply chains to enable transparency and strengthen the collaboration and 

data exchange with value-chain partners, 2) Using Internet-of-Things (IoT) solutions in cold 

chains can help organizations harness data-driven insights, enhance traceability and monitor 

the quality of perishables, 3) Boosting local supply chains, 4) Regionalizing and localizing the 

supplier base. 

Monitor and report food waste-related benchmarks: Organizations need to set food waste 

reduction goals, establish relevant metrics, track and report progress against them. This will also 

help in reporting waste volumes and attaching a dollar value to it. 

For instance, Sodexo has implemented a data-driven food-waste prevention programme that has 

already cut the organization’s food wastage by around half. 

Prevent of food waste occurrence: Organizations at every stage of the food value chain need to 

manage waste better. Further, technology can also help in tracking and assessing food waste 

and enabling action at the right time, while enlisting consumers for the task of waste reduction. 

Read more: The overlooked case for food losses and waste 

Food waste is everyone’s problem. Everyone is part of the food-waste problem and everyone could 

be part of the solution. 

 

 

32. Internal democracy – The ECI is right in rejecting the notion of ‘leader for life’ in political 

parties 

Source: The post is based on the articles “Internal democracy – The ECI is right in 

rejecting the notion of ‘leader for life’ in political parties” and “Should the Election 

Commission insist on inner-party elections” published in The Hindu on 23rd September 

2022. 

Syllabus: GS 2: Electoral Reforms. 

Relevance: About internal democracy of political parties. 

News: Recently, a political party in Andhra Pradesh reportedly elected their present leader as 

their president for life. The ECI says such a step is inherently anti-democratic and rejected the 

idea of a ‘permanent president’ for a party. 

What is the legal position on conducting internal elections within political parties? 

There is no law that mandates elections within political parties. Nothing in Article 324, section 

29A of Representation of People Act, 1951 regulates the internal functioning of parties. 

Political parties are nowhere mentioned in the constitution. The definition of political parties was 

given in anti-defection law, for the first time. All rules and regulations apply more to candidates 

than to political parties in India. 

What are the directions of ECI on the internal democracy of political parties? 

The commission said that a) No individual should be elected leader for life, b) Any party that 

participates in a democratic process, and wants to govern and legislate, should include a formal 

and periodic election of office-bearers. 

Read more: Issues in Electoral Funding in India – Explained, pointwise 

Why ensuring the internal democracy of political parties is challenging? 

Nature of political parties in India: For instance, India has 1) Structured, cadre-based 

organisations that function towards an ideological goal or a principle. For Example, Bharatiya 
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Janata Party, Communist parties, etc. 2) More loosely structured collections of individuals with 

different strands of opinion functions within an association that has core ideals. For example, 

the Congress party, 3) Some other parties still reflect social or regional cleavages and so on. 

Family politics and leader-driven politics: The fragmentation of India’s polity into a 

federalised, multi-party system has also given way to the domination of “charismatic” individuals 

or their families. These parties’ support and financing structures necessitate a centralised control 

by a single coterie or a family. 

So, these parties do not conduct internal elections to secure their leadership. Even if they do, 

they lack sufficient contestation and only favourite leaders get promoted over the populist 

leaders. This reaffirms the dominance of the high command. 

The election is seen as a zero-sum game: Political parties are reluctant to allow internal 

contest, fearing that this could foster disunity, as opposed to nomination and consensus-building 

on leadership. 

For example, the election system in U.K. and U.S. are such that it leaves some negative feelings 

among party members, due to internal contestation, even after the elections. 

The ECI lacks statutory power to enforce internal democracy: The ECI has periodically used 

guidelines issued for the registration of parties under Section 29A of the Representation of the 

People Act, 1951 to remind parties to conduct elections and to ensure that their leadership is 

renewed, changed or re-elected every five years. But the commission does not have any statutory 

power to enforce internal democracy in parties or to mandate elections. 

Read more: Election Commission pushes for electoral reforms 

What are different viewpoints about state funding of elections? 

Instead of state funding of elections, state funding of political parties can be considered. 

Currently, political parties depend on funding from outside sources. The system favours the 

donors rather than voters. Corporates pressurize the political parties to have their favourable 

policy regime. 

The law commission in its 1999 report also recommended it. The formula of state funding of 

elections is debatable. One objective criterion is the state providing some money to political 

parties for each vote polled in their favour. 

What are the possible options to ensure the internal democracy of political parties? 

ECI could act as a regulator. Rather than having a new law, ECI needs to re-interpret the existing 

laws. 

ECI should try some milder options rather than taking harsh steps like deregistering the political 

parties. 

 

 

33. Why telling Russia to abandon war is in India’s interest 

Source: The post is based on the article “Why telling Russia to abandon war is in India’s 

interest” published in the Indian Express on 24th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 2: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests. 

Relevance: Russian war and India’s defence capability. 

News: Russian President has taken a decision for “partial mobilisation”. Russia aims to mobilize 

as many as 3 lakh reservists — individuals who have completed their mandatory conscript 

service. 
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What does India say to Russia about war? 

Recently, the Indian Prime Minister met the Russian President on the margins of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation summit in Samarkand in Uzbekistan. He stressed that today’s era is 

not of war, but an era of democracy, diplomacy and dialogue. 

Indian PM said, “It is not for revenge against the West, or for opposing the West against the East. 

It is a collective time for our sovereign equal states to cope together with challenges we face.”” 

Days later, the French President and US National Security Advisor(NSA) supported Modi’s 

comments and asked the Russian President to end the war on Ukraine immediately. The US NSA 

even said that All countries should follow the principle of the Indian PM. 

View of China on the Ukraine crisis: For the first time, China signalled in SCO meeting that it 

is seeking to distance itself from Russian actions. This might weaken the Russia-China axis, 

which has been a worry for the West, particularly for India. 

Read more: Semiconductors: Heroes Of The New Digital World 

Why Russia wants mobilisation, and what are the challenges faced by Russian defence 

production? 

Read here: Semiconductor shortage in Russia: India’s Russia Problem Will Grow 

US institute of war has said that “partial mobilization…reflected many problems Russia faces in 

its faltering invasion of Ukraine that Moscow is unlikely to be able to resolve in the coming 

months”. It also predicted that the “mobilization will not deprive Ukraine of the opportunity to 

liberate more of its occupied territory into and through the winter.” 

Why does India want Russia to end its war? 

India is dependent on Russia for 60 to 70% of its defence requirements, and Russian arms 

supplies are under severe stress due to war. This resulted in the delay in Russian arms supply 

to India and Russia started using dated pieces of equipment in Russian devices. 

This is a cause of worry for India as India still has “two friction points” along the LAC in eastern 

Ladakh and a stalemate at Depsang plains and at Charding La nullah in Demchok. 

For the third winter, India mobilised about 60,000 troops along the India-China border. So, 

ending the war in Ukraine is India’s high priority as well. 

Read more: What is the controversial ‘Butterfly Mine’ Russia has allegedly used in 

Ukraine? 

 

 

34. The success of the novel PM SHRI schools scheme will depend on the quality of educators 

Source: The post is based on an article “The success of the novel PM SHRI schools scheme 

will depend on the quality of educators” published in The Indian Express on 24th 

September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 2- Issues relating to development and management of Social 

Sector/Services relating to education 

Relevance: Goals of PM SHRI scheme and challenges with the Indian education system 

News: The goals of PM SHRI schools are enough to bridge the education gap caused by the 

pandemic if implemented properly. However, there are also challenges associated with it. 

What are the goals of PM SHRI schools and how can they be useful? 

PM SHRI schools promise to enclose all aspects of the NEP. 

Medium: PM SHRI schools can become a medium to bring change brought by the new education 

policies (NEP and NCF).These schools will need to find the solution of learning losses caused due 

to pandemic and ensure fruitful outcomes that can help the nation’s economy. 
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Mentoring: Every region will have PM SHRI schools that will mentor other schools in their areas. 

It will also have range of learning experiences, good infrastructure among others. 

Teaching methods: These schools will include a variety of pedagogies and assessment systems 

along with vocational education. 

Employment: These schools will provide linkages with counselors and local industry to provide 

employment opportunities to its students. 

Environment friendly: The schools will be energy-efficient with natural farming patches, 

equipped with rainwater harvesting systems and will enable the study of traditional environment-

friendly practices. 

Career guidance: Career guidance and mentoring will be provided by the alumni and parents 

will also be trained to become home mentors. 

Community centers: The school will become community centres after the regular hours and 

converge with existing schemes like PM Poshan, Samagrah Shiksha and Ayushman Bharat. 

The goals of PM SHRI look encouraging but improving the quality of education is challenging in 

countries like India that have large socio-economic gaps. 

What are the problems associated with the current education system? 

First, poor status, low salaries and inadequate working conditions discourage talented people 

from entering the teaching profession. 

Second, there is also lack of investment in high-quality teachers, training and resource materials 

along with the lack in teacher training schools in India. 

Therefore, there is need for teacher training programme to train the educators in the pedagogical 

practices proposed by the NEP 

 

 

35. In 2022, We Get That 1885 Feeling – on draft Telecommunication Bill, 2022 

Source: The post is based on an article “In 2022, We Get That 1885 Feeling” published in 

The Times of India on 24th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 2 

Relevance: Telecommunication Bill 2022 and problems associated with it. 

News: The government has recently come up with a draft of Telecommunication Bill, 2022. 

The draft bills look similar to the colonial Telegraph Act of 1885 and there are many other 

problems associated with the draft bill 

What are the problems associated with the draft Telecommunication Bill, 2022? 

OTT: The provision to include OTT can weaken technical protections available to users. It can 

even lead to smaller online service providers such as Telegram or Signal not offering services in 

India. 

Further, regulation of OTT platform can lead to the same problem of CERT-In cyber security. It 

led to the closure of Indian servers by several global VPN providers 

SC Judgments: The draft has ignored recent judgment in the domain of privacy protection and 

freedom of expression. 

For example, the first and second Puttaswamy judgments required surveillance reform. 

It provided disapproval of systems of mass surveillance and the requirement of judicial 

supervision. 

But clause 51 of the bill allows GoI to direct any service provider to provide any information for 

the arrested person even without any civil or criminal proceedings. 

Further, Shreya Singhal judgment was related to freedom of expression which provided that 

there should be disclosure of orders to block website. 
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The recent Anuradha Bhasin judgment deals with the safeguards for internet shutdowns. 

Therefore, it seems that the bill has ignored all these judgments related to privacy protection and 

freedom of expression. 

Net Neutrality: There is no mention of net neutrality in the draft bill. 

Wording: The wordings of Clause 53 and clause 24(2) are same as the wording of Indian 

Telegraph Act, 1885. 

What can be the further course of action? 

First, the draft focuses only on growth in connectivity and the constitutional objective in the 

regulation has not been given attention. 

Therefore, there is a need to look into the constitutional aspect in the regulation of 

telecommunication. 

Second, there should have been more focus on the democratic quality of connectivity. 

 

 

36. The Global South’s assertion in geopolitics 

Source– The post is based on the article “The Global South’s assertion in geopolitics” 

published in The Hindu on 24th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS2- International Relations 

News– The article explains the changing international politics. It tells about the strategy of major 

powers in changing geopolitics. It also explains the global south strategy to maintain its 

neutrality. 

What is the present geopolitical scenario? 

Case of USA– The United States wants to maintain its primacy in the international system. 

The US’s national security documents mention its strategic interest. It wants to curb China’s 

rise, weaken Russia’s capabilities, maintain good relations with Europe. It also advocates for 

building satellite alliances with countries which conform to U.S. interests and values. 

Case of China– China has emerged as an economic power. It wants to challenge US primacy 

through building counter institutions like AIIB. 

Case of Russia-Russia with its military capability has the capacity to challenge the USA in global 

politics. Russia aggression against Ukraine is a watershed moment in geopolitics. 

It is used by the USA to maintain its primacy in global affairs. Europe is now firmly behind the 

USA. The increasing Sino-Russia strategic partnership without limits is a threat to the west. 

Case of global south- The countries of the south especially India and China are being blamed 

for failing sanctions against Russia. 

Southern countries want a quick and peaceful solution to the Ukraine conflict. They oppose the 

sanctions against Russia. 

They are advocating neutrality. Their reason for neutrality is their dependence on Russia for oil 

and energy needs. They also have memories of colonialism and recent interventions such as Iraq 

and Afghanistan. 

What steps are being taken by major powers to maintain their global status? 

China is expanding military footprints in Asian countries. It is following expansionary policy in 

the neighbouhood. It is also violating the maritime zone in South China Sea and other water 

bodies. 

The US response against neutrality has been to pressurise the southern countries that are not 

following the sanction regime. Recently the US Congress passed a bill to punish African countries 

that engage with Russia. 

What is the strategy of Southern countries to maintain neutrality? 
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African Foreign Minister, in a press Conference with U.S. Secretary of State said no African 

country could be bullied and described this U.S. Bill as offensive legislation. She called for 

diplomacy. 

China is waiving debt owed by 17 African countries as India did in 2003. 

Stronger countries of the Global South such as India have used their leverage to negotiate with 

multiple sides. India increased oil purchases from Russia. 

It has a military Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) with the U.S. At 

the same time, it has developed the International North-South Transport Corridor connecting 

Russia and India via central Asia and Iran with three sanctioned states. 

It participates in military exercises such as the U.S.-led RIMPAC and Russian led Vostok 

exercises. 

The South’s choices are extending slowly to geoeconomics. The fear of the U.S. strategy of 

freezing dollar reserves has made the South cautious. This is leading the South to gradually find 

ways of bypassing the dollar in bilateral trade by using local currencies. They are using currency 

swap arrangements. 
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General Studies - 3 

1. Ease of moving – Lower logistics costs will boost output 

Source– The post is based on the article “Ease of moving-Lower logistics costs will boost 

output” published in the Business Standard on 19th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 3 – Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

Relevance– About the benefits of National Logistics Policy(NLP). 

News: The Prime Minister has recently launched National Logistics Policy(NLP) to help Indian 

businesses improve efficiency. 

What are the previous reforms in the Logistics sector? 

a) The Union government created the Logistics Division in the Department of Commerce in 2017 

to enable the integrated development of the sector, b) A draft logistics policy was published in 

2019, but the implementation was delayed, partly because of the pandemic, c) The government 

recently revised the land use policy of the Indian Railways to enable longer-term leasing of 

surplus railway land at a much lower rate for setting up cargo terminals, among other things, d) 

A number of state governments have formed their logistics policy. 

Read more: How the economy gets a boost from efficient logistics  

What are the expected benefits of NLP? 

Improve infrastructure: India’s infrastructure deficit is often regarded as one of the biggest 

constraints in rapid economic growth. The NLP will improve India’s logistical infrastructure. 

Address the fragmentation: India’s logistics sector is extremely fragmented, which adds to the 

cost of doing business. According to one estimate, the sector involves over 20 government 

agencies and a host of certifications. 

Creates employment: An increase in systemic efficiency will boost overall activity and help 

create employment even in the logistics sector, which supports the livelihood of over 22 million 

people. 

Brings digital service providers together: Along with the NLP, the recently launched Unified 

Logistics Interface Platform will help bring all digital services in the transport sector to a single 

portal. 

Increase exports: Lower logistics costs will make Indian businesses more competitive and help 

push up exports, which can become an important driver of growth and employment generation 

over the medium term. For instance, a 10% reduction in logistics costs is estimated to push up 

exports by 5-8%. 

Further, the logistics policy will build on the PM Gatishakti plan, which is expected to provide 

multimodal connectivity in various economic zones. 

Read more: How the logistics policy will speed up lumbering freight sector 

What should be done to improve the logistics sector? 

a) The Union and all state governments work together to address inefficiencies in the logistics 

sector, b) The overall objective of reducing logistics costs by NLP will depend on sustained 

investment in the infrastructure sector. So the government should frame attractive policies to 

sustain investment in the sector. 
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2. Funding the future: GoI reverting to earlier funding rule for research bodies is welcome. But 

India spends too little on science 

Source– The post is based on the article “Funding the future: GoI reverting to earlier 

funding rule for research bodies is welcome. But India spends too little on science” 

published in The Times of India on 19th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 3 – Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Education. 

Relevance– About the R&D in India. 

News: Recently, the government reversed a procedural rule to facilitate the flow of funds to 

national research institutes. 

About the procedural rules for R&D 

In March, a new workflow rule mandated zero-balance accounts for each project replaced the 

system where institutes’ central accounts allocated funds. The new system was meant to free 

researchers from controls of university procedures. 

This resulted in a) Opening these accounts was time-consuming, b) The advantages of a large 

pool of money coming into a central account were lost. For instance, interest earned from a 

central corpus helped researchers pay for administrative overheads. So the government reversed 

the decision. 

What is the actual problem with R&D in India? 

Despite India’s economic transformation over 30-plus years, India’s R&D spending is too 

little. As per the Niti Aayog’s latest India Innovation Index report, the per capita gross 

expenditure on R&D (GERD) is just $43 (the total spend is 0.7% of GDP) against $1,800 in the 

US (total spend 3.4% of GDP) and $325 (total spend 2.4% of GDP) in China. 

Must read: Research and Development in India: Status, Challenges and 

Recommendations – Explained, pointwise 

What should be done to improve R&D in India? 

Ensure the proper functioning of NRF: In the 2020 Union budget, the government promised 

to set up an apex National Research Foundation with a Rs 50,000 crore outlay and a spending 

timeline of five years. 

The government must clarify how the NRF will work with existing central funding agencies like 

DST, DBT, CSIR, SERB, ICAR and ICMR. 

Read more: India’s Research and Development (R&D) activities has achieved far less 

than it’s potential 

 

 

3. The gender pay gap, hard truths and actions needed 

Source: The post is based on the article “The gender pay gap, hard truths and actions 

needed” published in The Hindu on 19th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 3 – Inclusive growth and issues arising from it. 

Relevance: Gender pay gap and issues related to it 

News: International Equal Pay Day 2022 falls on the 18th of September. This day makes us think 

of the gender gap that has arisen between women and men. The commitment towards ‘equal pay 

for work of equal value’ has not been achieved. 

What has led to the increase in the gender pay gap? 

Pandemic: The pandemic affected women workers most in terms of job and income losses. Many 

women have gone back to full-time care of children and the elderly during the pandemic. 
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Economic recovery from the pandemic is impossible without improving women’s employment 

rate and reducing the gender pay gap. 

Discrimination: Another reason for the increase in the gender pay gap is discrimination based 

on gender or sex. 

Gender-based discriminatory practices include lower wages paid to women for work of equal 

value, undervaluation of women’s work in highly feminised occupations and enterprises, etc. 

However, there are many steps taken at the international level to bridge the gender pay gap. 

What steps have been taken internationally to address the gender pay gap? 

The United Nations have taken efforts at the international level to eliminate all form of gender 

inequality. The ILO has enshrined ‘equal pay for work of equal value’ in its Constitution. 

The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) 

provides an international legal framework for realising gender equality. 

One of the targets of the UN Sustainable Development Goal 8 is “achieving full and productive 

employment and decent work for all women and men, including for young people and persons 

with disabilities and equal pay for work of equal value” by 2030. 

Equal Pay International Coalition (EPIC) was launched in 2017 as a multi-stakeholder 

initiative led by the ILO, UN Women and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD) seeks to achieve equal pay for women and men everywhere. 

What is the current situation of women’s wages? 

Internationally: According to the Global Wage Report 2020–21 of the International Labour 

Organization, there is massive downward pressure on wages and this has affected women’s total 

wages compared to men. 

At the India level: The gender pay gap in India remains high by international standards despite 

the efforts taken in bringing down the gender pay gap. 

The estimates from the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 2020-21 show an increase in the 

gap by 7% between 2018-19 and 2020-21 due to the pandemic. 

However, labour force survey data of the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) indicates that 

the gender pay gap has declined from 48% in 1993-94 to 28% in 2018-19. 

What steps have been taken by India to decrease the gender pay gap? 

India has taken required reforms in the Minimum Wages Act in 1948 and adopted the Equal 

Remuneration Act in 1976. India has also enacted the Code on Wages. 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) in 2005 has also 

benefited rural women workers and helped reduce the gender pay gap directly and indirectly. 

MGNREGA has helped women workers directly by raising their pay levels and indirectly by 

providing higher earnings to women involved in agricultural occupations. 

India amended the Maternity Benefit Act of 1961 which increased maternity leave with pay 

protection from 12 weeks to 26 weeks for all women working in firms that employ 10 or more 

workers. 

Skill India Mission has helped women to learn market-relevant skills to bridge the learning-to-

livelihood gap and the gender pay gap. 

What can be the further course of action to bridge the gender pay gap? 

Accelerated and bold action is needed to prevent a widening of the gender pay gap and closing 

the existing gap. Equal pay for work of equal value is necessary to close the gender pay gap. 

Closing the gender pay gap is a key to achieving social justice for working women as well as 

economic growth for the nation. 
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4. Out of tune: An orchestra of multiple instruments is required to deal with the continuing 

high inflation 

Source: The post is based on an article “Out of tune: An orchestra of multiple instruments 

is required to deal with the continuing high inflation” published in The Indian Express on 

19th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 3 – Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization, of resources. 

Relevance: Inflation and issues associated with it 

News: Covid pandemic and Ukraine war has led to the rise in inflation. The inflation is currently 

at 7 percent (CPI-based) and 12.4 percent (WPI based). However, inflation in India is better when 

compared to other countries. 

What is the situation of inflation in India compared to other countries across the world? 

India has done well when compared to the US and most European countries where inflation is 

higher ranging from 8 to 12 percent. 

The rate of inflation in India is also lower than in Turkey (80%), Pakistan (27%) and Sri Lanka 

(64%). 

What is the current situation of the Indian economy and what can be done? 

Inflation 

Problems: RBI and MPC have been entrusted to keep inflation within the 4 +/- 2% band but 

targeting inflation should not be the only objective. Inflation has also impacted the GDP growth 

of the country. 

Solution: Finance Minister has recently said that inflation management requires organization 

and coordination of many policies. Monetary policy alone cannot tackle inflation. 

Therefore, monetary policy along with fiscal, trade and tariff policy, food and agricultural policy, 

and infrastructure policy should work together to control inflation. 

Fiscal deficit 

Problem: Fiscal deficit has crossed 10% of GDP (Centre and states combined) for continuously 

three years. This deficit is causing inflationary pressures along with loose monetary policy. 

Solution: A tight fiscal policy is needed. 

However, India has effectively managed its inflation despite various problems. 

How has India tried to manage its inflation? 

India has effectively managed its inflation during the pandemic hit and protected its GDP growth 

also. This is done by a) Not giving an excessive stimulus to boost consumption demand, b) Spend 

more on infrastructure building that had a high multiplier effect on GDP which created demand, 

c) Recent deal with Russia for importing crude oil at discounted prices was part of an inflation 

management strategy. 

What can be the further course of action to control inflation? 

India needs better macroeconomic management to put inflation at 4% with GDP growth at 7%. 

The measure that can be taken are – 

First, there is a need to re-orienting public policy from freebies to investments in rural areas. 

India needs to focus to create more and higher productive jobs, better rural infrastructure, 

improving the competitiveness of agriculture, agro-based industry and the MSME sector. 

Second, there is a need for higher R&D allocations in agriculture. This will help to develop 

climate-smart agriculture with an increase in food supplies. Stable and higher farm productivity 

is required during unexpected climate change to control food inflation. 

Third, there is also a need to rationalize the food and fertilizer subsidies that are expected to 

increase to Rs 5 lakh crore in 2022-23. 
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Fourth, food and beverages have a 45.86% weight in the CPI basket in India. The weights of food 

and beverages in the CPI basket need urgent revision. 

 

 

5. Agriculture start-ups: Breaking ground and filling the gaps 

Source: The post is based on the article “Breaking ground and filling the gaps” published in 

The Business Standard on 19th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS3- Agriculture 

Relevance: Agriculture start-ups 

News: This article explains the functioning of farming sector startups in India. 

What are the facts related to agri-start-ups in India? 

They are new as compared to other sectors but have started to grow. 

Services provided by them- 

(1) They are providing consultancy and select services in fields like custom-hiring of agricultural 

machinery, including drones. 

(2) They are promoting the sale and purchase of farm inputs and products through electronic 

platforms. 

(3) They are providing advanced technologies to enhance the efficiency and precision of farm 

operations. 

(4) They are also helping in water-resource management. 

The agri-start-up ecosystem in India 

The business models of most agri-start-ups are focused mainly on filling the gaps in the existing 

farming systems and their value chains to ensure optimal returns to farmers. 

Many start-ups are working in agriculture’s allied fields such as dairying, poultry and fisheries. 

Some of them are also collaborating with the government through public-private partnership 

mode to enhance the effectiveness of agriculture ministry schemes. 

Out of the total startups in India, only 5% are in the agriculture sector. 

The current value of these agri-start-ups is estimated at Rs 75,000-80,000 crore. 

The turning point came during the pandemic. The investment in these startups have surged 

three times during the pandemic. 

What is the financing scenario of these startups? 

Earlier the financial institutions were wary of providing financing to these startups because of 

the risk associated with the agriculture sector. But now they have started to give loans to them. 

Reserve Bank of India has now allowed commercial banks to treat loans of up to Rs 50 crore to 

agri-start-ups as priority sector lending. 

What steps have been taken by the government? 

The Finance Minister announced in her Budget speech this year that the government would set 

up a fund for agri-tech startups. 

It will provide more resources through the NABARD to help agri-start-ups. 

The government would encourage the use of Kisan drones for agriculture activities. 

What are the challenges faced by these startups? 

Their presence is uneven across the states. Agri-startups are generally more successful in states 

like Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Karnataka, and Maharashtra than elsewhere. 

What steps should be taken by the government? 

Central and state governments need to take steps to facilitate smooth functioning of agri-start-

ups to diversify agriculture. 

https://blog.forumias.com/agriculture-start-ups-breaking-ground-and-filling-the-gaps/


9 PM Compilation for the Month of September, (Third Week) 2022 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

 

 

There is a need to diversify these startups from being largely service providers to producers and 

marketers of value-added farm products. 

 

 

6. Dollar unrelenting rise spells trouble for global economy 

Source-The post is based on the article “Dollar unrelenting rise spells trouble for global 

economy” published in Livemint on 19th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS3- Economy 

Relevance: Global Economy 

News: The article explains the phenomenon of the recent strengthening of the US dollar against 

other currencies. 

The ICE US Dollar Index, which measures the US dollar against the basket of biggest trading 

partners, has risen more than 14% in 2022. 

Other currencies like Euro, Yen and Pound have fallen to their multi-decade low. 

What are the reasons behind the recent surge? 

The Federal Reserve’s aggressive interest rate hike is responsible for it. It has encouraged 

investors to pull money from other markets and invest them in US assets. 

Inflation in the US is compelling the Federal Reserve to increase the interest rate. 

Dismal economic prospects like the Ukraine war around the world are further making a strong 

case for the Federal Reserve to continue with this policy. 

What are the impacts of this surge? 

There is increasing financial pressure on emerging markets. Sri Lanka and Pakistan have sought 

help from IMF. Serbia is also negotiating with IMF. 

Emerging markets are already burdened by debt. It was augmented during the pandemic. 

According to the reports, They have a debt of $83 million in US dollars which is due by next year. 

The dollar surge will make payback expansive for them. 

It is making food and fuel imports priced in US dollars expensive for smaller nations. 

Not only emerging markets but Europe is also facing challenges. There is a slide of 12% in Euro 

this year. It is leading to a historical increase in inflation in Europe. 

It is leading to decreased investment in commodities like gold and oil 

What steps are being taken to stem this rise? 

There are calls for coordinated global action. In 1985, a joint effort called the Plaza accord was 

launched to weaken the US dollar. 

The Bank of China is releasing more dollar liquidity into the market to strengthen the Yuan. 

 

 

7. There are better ways than cheetahs to revive ecosystems 

Source: The post is based on the articles “The Cheetah moment” and “There are better ways 

than cheetahs to revive ecosystems” published in The Indian Express on 19th September 

2022. 

Syllabus: GS3- Environment 

Relevance: Species reintroduction 

News: The article explains the recent government project of Cheetah reintroduction to India. 

Eight African cheetahs were recently reintroduced to Kuno national park. 

What are the challenges associated with cheetah reintroduction? 

The carrying capacity of the ecosystem is limited. There have been no proper studies about it. 

Limited prey base in shrinking habitats creates ecological imbalances. 
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The increase in species and their numbers may lead to more human-animal conflicts. 

Development projects such as highways further fragment the protected areas. It compels animals 

to venture out. 

There is a lack of suitable habitats of sufficient size for them. In the best of habitats like Kenya 

and Tanzania, cheetahs exist in very low densities of around 1 per 100 sq km. The area of kuno 

national park is only748 sq kms. It can at best accommodate only 10 Cheetahs. 

To achieve the objective of establishing the Cheetah’s functional role in the ecosystem, the 

projected number of cheetahs is very small. 

It diverts attention and resources from priority conservation initiatives that are part of India’s 

National Wildlife Action Plan (2017-2031), which does not even mention the introduction of 

African cheetahs. 

This project makes unrealistic claims about its conservation value for grasslands and other open 

forest ecosystems in India. The 21 cheetahs that are projected after 15 years, that too at one site 

is insufficient to conserve grassland. 

It challenges the rule of law. It is an attempt to stall and further delay the translocation of lions 

as ordered by the Supreme Court in 2013. NTCA in its review petition before Supreme Court 

mentioned that the reintroduction of the cheetah is sought to be made in other places. 

Confining the animal to one Protected Area increases its vulnerability to epidemics. 

 

 

8. Dematerialisation: A digital revolution in Indian finance 

Source: The post is based on an article “Dematerialisation: A digital revolution in Indian 

finance” published in The Business Standard on 20th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 3 – Indian Economy – 

Relevance: evolution of the securities market in india 

News:  The number of dematerialized accounts in India recently crossed 100 million. There 

is a need to look at the evolution of the system. 

History of Dematerialization 

1993: The foreign institutional investor (FII) started increasing. However, the system of physical 

shares resulted in the harassment of domestic investors by bad deliveries and fake certificates. 

Due to these issues the Stock Holding Corporation of India proposed for building a depository by 

immobilising share certificates. 

Later NSE proposed to eliminate the physical share certificates with dematerialisation which was 

about one-sixth the cost of the physical certificates. 

This type of depository was first introduced within NSE and it was named as National Securities 

Depository Ltd (NSDL). 

1995: The digital depository required legal reforms which were brought by the Depositories 

Ordinance in September 1995. The word demat was first introduced in this ordinance. 

Later, other reforms were also brought to solve various other issues associated with stocks of the 

companies, stamp duty, securities, income tax, etc. 

What were the transformations brought by the Indian government? 

According to the Stamp Act, the revenues from the duty levied on securities are assigned to 

states. 

The stamp duty rates for select instruments are to be decided by the Government of India (GoI) 

and the balance instruments by states. 

Different states have their own stamp duty legislation because of the subject mentioned in the 

Concurrent List. 
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This led to differential rate structures on the same instruments across states which required 

uniformity. 

This problem of uniformity of rates was solved in 2019 by amending Ordinance Act of 1995. 

How the institutional set-up of securities markets changed in India? 

The transformation of the Indian securities markets was led by setting up new institutions. 

National Stock Exchange (NSE), National Securities Clearing Corporation (NSCC) and then 

National Securities Depository Limited (NSDL) came up in the securities market of India. 

National Securities Depository Limited is an Indian central securities depository, based in 

Mumbai. It was established in August 1996 as the first electronic securities depository in India 

with national coverage. 

Moreover, the government has expected the problems of monopoly of a single depository (NSDL). 

Therefore, BSE build a competitor to NSDL which was called the Central Depository Services Ltd 

(CDSL). Today, CDSL has more accounts than NSDL. 

These institutions proved to be beneficial for India in many ways. 

What were the benefits of these institutions? 

These institutions have helped in cutting operational prices with the increase in output 

volumes. 

NSDL helped in designing of the New Pension System. 

A Central Recordkeeping Agency was created that stored facts about each pension system 

participant for decades and supported frictionless transfers from one pension fund manager to 

another. 

NSDL was also the institutional foundation for building the Tax Information Network for the 

income tax system. 

NSDL and CSDL also have various other benefits also such as it can easily store government 

bonds and securities for issuers (either private or governments) overseas. 

 

 

9. One Nation, One Grid: A problematic power equation 

Source: The post is based on an article “One Nation, One Grid: A problematic power 

equation” published in The Business Standard on 20th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 3 – Infrastructure 

Relevance: advantages and disadvantages of MBED power mechanism 

News: The concept of “One Nation, One Grid, One Frequency, One Price” was announced in 

October 2021. The policy is based on the market-based economic dispatch, or MBED, 

mechanism. There are many issues associated with this mechanism. 

It is part of the National Electricity Policy of 2021 which proposes to double the penetration of 

short-term power markets by 2023-24. 

The intention of this policy is to reduce the price of power to the consumer but the procedure by 

which this goal will be achieved appears problematic. 

What is the Market-Based Economic Dispatch (MBED) mechanism? 

The centralized policy is based on the market-based economic dispatch or MBED mechanism. 

Under this mechanism the power ministry is planning to set up a central scheduling and pooling 

system. 

What will be the benefit of MBED mechanism? 

First, this system will allocate power at a favorable price by prioritizing the least-cost and most 

efficient generators and removing more expensive ones. 
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Second, this system will reduce consumers’ power-purchase cost initially by 5 per cent and will 

help in the distribution of cheap power across the country. 

Third, this system will also replace the existing decentralised and voluntary system which 

operates through a network of load dispatch centres. 

Fourth, it will lead to a “uniform clearing price”. Sellers and buyers will be able to bid for the 

day ahead of the market leading to market clearing price. This in turn will help to generate 

savings for consumers. 

However, there are many problems associated with this centralized MBED mechanism. 

What are the problems associated with MBED? 

First, generators use their capacity under long-term power-purchase agreements (PPAs) up to 

25 years with state distribution companies (discoms) at negotiated prices. 

Therefore, it is unclear how MBED will work in these long-term PPAs in its “lowest-cost” pricing. 

Second, the inclination of states to offer power to politically sensitive groups below actual cost 

will impose burden on discoms. 

This has already made the financial conditions of discoms bad and their dues on states stand at 

Rs 1.3 trillion. 

As per a recent study by the RBI, a bailout of discoms in 18 large states is likely to impose a 

burden equivalent to around 2.3 per cent of the GSDP of these states. 

Central schemes have been unsuccessful in addressing the problems of discom. 

Third, MBED can create constitutional problems. 

Power lies in the concurrent list of the Constitution and centralising pricing and supply decisions 

can take away the autonomy of states. 

 

 

10. Reducing air pollution: Stubble burning needs economic solutions 

Source: The post is based on the article “Reducing air pollution: Stubble burning needs 

economic solutions” published in the Business Standard on 21st September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 3: Environmental pollution and degradation. 

Relevance: To understand the issues associated with the stubble burning. 

News: As the paddy-harvesting season is near, none of the northern rice-growing states seems 

to have a workable strategy in place to prevent farmers from burning crop residues. This might 

aggravate air pollution in the National Capital Region in October-November. 

What is stubble burning? and What are the negative impacts of Stubble burning? 

Read here: Stubble Burning Issue 

Why do farmers prefer to burn stubble? 

Read here: Why stubble burning is so hard to fix 

Wheat straw is commonly used as animal feed and sells at good prices. But rice is unfit to be fed 

to cattle because of its high content of unpalatable silica. Therefore,  it has little market value. 

What are the government steps to control stubble burning and its drawback? 

The drawback of Microbial stubble decomposer: It was developed by the Indian Agricultural 

Research Institute. Delhi and Punjab governments offer this to farmers to spray them on fields. 

It has been rejected by the farmers as an impractical proposition. This is because it takes 20-25 

days to decompose the leftover biomass. This is too long for farmers. 

The drawback of crop residue management machinery: The machinery involves additional 

expenses to farmers. So the farmers find it unaffordable without financial assistance. 

The drawback of other types of machinery: Happy Seeders and Super Seeders can sow the 

new crop without removing the paddy remnants from the fields. 
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Some bigger machines can harvest paddy, cut the straw into pieces, and spread them on the 

ground or tie them into bundles in a single operation. But these are costly machines which 

individual farmers cannot afford. 

State governments subsidise the cost of these machines for cooperative societies and custom-

hiring service providers. But they do not offer financial aid to farmers to meet the charges for 

their use. 

Note: Haryana is the only state that offers Rs 2,500 per acre for this purpose, but the farmers find 

the amount too little to cover the costs. 

Overall, stubble burning is essentially an economic issue that requires an economic solution. 

Read more: Why Punjab’s short-duration paddy varieties have not solved stubble burning 

What should be done to prevent stubble burning? 

Unless rice straw is converted into an economic good, farmers would have no incentive to spend 

money on disposing of it in an environmentally safe manner. Some of such solutions are a) 

Making various kinds of paper and hard boards, fuel briquettes for replacing coal in thermal 

plants, b) converting them into biofuel for blending with petrol. Haryana has already set up a 2G 

ethanol plant in Panipat to produce alcohol from paddy and other agricultural wastes. 

All this shows the need to focus on the supply chain for collecting crop residues from fields and 

making them available to the end-users. 

Read more: Check stubble burning, monitor policy implementation 

 

 

11. The lumpy skin disease 

Source: The post is based on an article “The lumpy skin disease” published in The Hindu on 

21st September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 3 

Relevance: Lumpy Skin Disease and challenges associated with it 

News: Lumpy Skin Disease has spread in India and it has severe implications on the 

economy of India. 

The article discusses the challenges associated with Lumpy Skin Disease and measures 

taken by the government to control it. 

What is Lumpy Skin Disease LSD? 

Virus: It is caused by lumpy skin disease virus (LSDV) which belongs to the genus capripoxvirus. 

This virus is a part of the poxviridae family. 

Smallpox and monkeypox viruses are also a part of the same family. 

The LSDV shares antigenic similarities with the sheep pox virus (SPPV) and the goat pox virus 

(GTPV) and it is similar in the immune response to those viruses. 

Effect of LSD: LSD affects the lymph nodes of the infected animal causing the nodes to enlarge 

and appear like lumps on the skin. The nodules may turn into ulcers which can develop scabs 

over the skin. 

Incubation period: According to the FAO, the time between infection and symptoms is about 28 

days. 

More on LSD – https://blog.forumias.com/lumpy-skin-disease-in-cattle/ 

https://blog.forumias.com/lumpy-skin-disease-epidemic-in-saurashtra-39-animals-dead-govt/ 

Is it safe to consume the milk of affected cattle? 

LSD is a non-zoonotic disease therefore it is safe to drink milk from the infected cattle. 

Moreover, a large portion of milk produced is either pasteurized or boiled, or dried in order to 

make milk powder. 
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This process ensures that the virus is inactivated or destroyed. 

How LSD has become a challenge for India? 

India is the world’s largest milk producer and it also has the largest number of cattle and buffalo 

worldwide. 

The disease has reduced the milk supply which will affect the dairy sector in India. 

It will also affect the livelihoods of smaller poultry farmers. 

What is the government doing to control the disease? 

Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) has suggested a few measures to control the disease. 

It includes vaccination of the cattle with more than 80% coverage, controlling the movement of 

animals, etc. 

The government has informed that Goat Pox Vaccine is very effective against LSD. It is being 

used across affected States to contain the spread. 

The affected States have put bans on the movement of cattle.  They are also isolating infected 

cattle and buffaloes, spraying insecticides to kill vectors like mosquitoes, etc. 

Some affected States are also setting up dedicated control rooms and helpline numbers to guide 

farmers whose cattle have been infected. 

The government has also come up with vaccine – https://blog.forumias.com/lumpi-provacind-

vaccine-how-icars-new-vaccine-against-lumpy-skin-disease-the-viral-infection-killing-indias-

cattle-will-work/ 

 

 

12. Harnessing Gati Shakti, National Logistics Policy for closer regional ties 

Source: The post is based on an article “Harnessing Gati Shakti, National Logistics Policy 

for closer regional ties” published in The Business Standard on 21st September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 3 – Infrastructure 

News: The government has announced two major initiatives to develop infrastructure of India. 

These initiatives can be helpful in regional integration as well. 

The two initiatives are – a) Gati Shakti, or the National Infrastructure Master Plan and b) the 

National Logistics Policy. 

These two are interrelated pillars that will help India to become a competitive economy. 

What are the features of Gati Shakti? 

About Gati Shakti 

What are the features of National Logistic Policy (NLP)? 

It aims to create a multi-modal connectivity network that enables easy movement of goods, 

services and people across the country. 

The policy provides for a Unified Logistics Interface Platform (ULIP). It is a digital platform that 

will store information about cargo movements across the country and provide clearances for 

such movements. 

The policy focuses on the target to reduce overall logistics and supply chain costs in India from 

12 per cent of GDP to the global average of 8 per cent. 

India’s rank in Logistic Performance Index (LPI) issued by World Bank is 35. It is low when 

compared to other countries. It will be achieved through integration of local supply chains with 

international supply chains. 

How Gati Shakti and NLP can help India’s neighbours? 

The integration of Gati Shakti and NLP will help in regional economic integration. 

Components of the Gati Shakti and NLP can be expanded to India’s neighbors.  It can become a 

powerful instrument for their economic and social development. 
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For example, the objectives of Gati Shakti and NLP can be applied to transport connectivity with 

the member countries of SAARC. 

It will help in improving the regional and digital connectivity among countries for smooth 

movement of goods and people across borders. 

India should seek to become the transit country of choice and the most preferred development 

partner for all the countries of the Indian subcontinent. It is possible by giving the neighboring 

countries a “national treatment”, in terms of access to India’s transportation and logistics 

network. 

This can be done by integrating waterways through the Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal 

(BBIN) sub-regional cooperation platform. Further linking the several cross-border rivers can 

also be done. 

Moreover, the development of new ports in the BBIN countries can be done by promoting coastal 

shipping (Sagarmala) and ocean trade. 

NLP includes setting up of modern warehousing and logistics facilities at nodal points across 

India. Such shared facilities can be extended to the neighboring countries also. 

The objectives of NLP and Gati Shakti can also be introduced on the BIMSTEC platform that 

seeks to integrate South Asia with Southeast Asia. 

Other areas that can be extended to neighboring countries are the expansion of rail services, the 

greater utilization of water transportation, etc. 

These areas are important for enhancing energy security and fighting climate change. However, 

there are other steps that can be taken to give regional dimensions to Gati Shakti and NLP. 

What steps can be taken by India to give regional dimensions to Gati Shakti and NLP? 

First, India should reshape the architecture of these initiatives to enable their extension to our 

neighboring countries. 

Second, the initial focus may be made on river transportation and coastal shipping among the 

BBIN and island Neighbours. 

Third, India should offer participation to interested neighboring countries in India’s ULIP.  It will 

provide benefits of lower transaction and supply chain costs to those countries. 

With little efforts Gati Shakti and NLP have the potential to become the key pillars of our 

Neighborhood First Policy. 

 

 

13. Work from home is popular but its productivity isn’t settled yet 

Source: The post is based on an article “Work from home is popular but its productivity isn’t 

settled yet” published in The Live Mint on 21st September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 3 

Relevance: demand for work from home in India and in other countries. 

News:   

There is a report on Work Form Home published by National Bureau of Economic Research 

(NBER) recently. 

The survey was based on teleworking industries (information technology, finance, professions 

such as law, education, public administration, etc.) 

The report has taken the surveys of 27 countries of which India is also the part. The report 

provides the attitude of the individual towards work from home. 

What are the highlights of the report? 

Number of working days: According to the survey Indians were working 2.6 days in a week from 

home compared to 1.5 days of the countries across the world. 
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No. of days offered to by the employers: An average of 1.8 days in a week WFH was offered by 

the employers in India compared to global average of 0.7 days. 

No. of days desired by employees: Indians want to WFH on an average of 2.1 days in a week 

whereas the average of people around the world is 1.7 days in a week. 

The gap between employee hopes and employer intentions about WFH was the lowest in India. 

Giving income: Indians are ready to give up 6.9% of their income in order to get two or three 

days of WFH whereas the global average is 5%. 

Mostly women were ready to give up their income for WFH because of the responsibilities of the 

household work that they have to take in most countries. 

Travelling time: One of the advantages of WFH is that it saves the travelling time. The average 

travelling time for the employees across the world is 65 minutes. 

Chinese employees spend the highest time in travelling with 96 minutes while Indian employees 

spend around 65 minutes travelling time. 

Productivity: The productivity of the employees went up by 6.7% while working from home at 

the global level while the productivity in India increased by 9.8%. 

 

 

14. Trade tactics – on India’s Foreign Trade policy 

Source: The post is based on an article “Trade tactics” published in The Hindu on 22nd 

September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 3 

News: The Government will release a new foreign trade policy in the coming week. 

The new foreign trade policy could include measures to boost goods and services exports as well 

as control the rising import bill. 

The current trade policy was introduced in 2015 for a five year term.  However, the policy was 

extended for a year due to the pandemic. 

What are the problems with new trade policy? 

It is not ideal to begin a new trade policy in the middle of financial year. 

Moreover, exports have been one of the reasons for better post-COVID recovery and ending an 

old policy with new one to boost exports is not understood. 

How has exports performed recently? 

Goods exports have touched a record 422 billion dollar in 2021-22. 

The government is expecting better exports revenues this year but it has declined to the single 

digit in July and August this year. 

The reasons for declining export could be a slowdown in the global growth and fear of recession 

in Europe and the US among the buyers. 

Thus, the new policy should be focused on boosting exports and reducing issues associated with 

it. 

What can be further course of action for the new trade policy and for India? 

Trade policy: The new policy will have to address some of industry’s key concerns such as a 

buffer against rising interest rates. 

The new policy can exclude growth sectors such as pharma, chemicals, and iron and steel from 

the duty remission scheme due to their better performance. 

India: India’s recent decision to stay away from the trade agreement of IPEF has shown that 

there are not many options left for India. India should adopt other ways to negotiate the terms 

not suitable to it than by moving away from the trade agreements. 
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15. The failure of safety norms 

Source– The post is based on the article “The failure of safety norms” published in The 

Hindu on 22th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS3- Disaster and disaster management 

Relevance– Fire safety norms 

News– The article explains the reason behind the incident of fire at a hotel in Telangana and the 

steps that need to take place to prevent such accidents. 

What were the reasons behind the fire accident? 

There was absence of set-back spaces and escape routes. 

Fire Fighting equipments were defunct. 

Spiral staircase around the elevator shaft. 

The basement was utilised illegally for commercial purposes. 

Absence of smoke management and emergency lighting. 

What are the issues with fire safety norms of the state government? 

The Building Registration Scheme of the state government allowed builders to circumvent the 

norms. 

Applicability of fire safety norms is another issue. Only buildings above a certain height are 

required to seek safety clearance. 

What needs to be done? 

Amendment to fire safety norms to include all commercial buildings irrespective of their height 

within the ambit of fire safety norms. 

There should be proper enforcement of fire safety norms. 

 

 

16. Moonlighting is neither ethical nor a work trend 

Source: The post is based on the article “Moonlighting is neither ethical nor a work trend” 

published in the Livemint on 23rd September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 3: Indian economy and employment. 

Relevance: About Moonlighting. 

News: Wipro has sacked 300 employees it found guilty of working for its competitors. This 

triggered the ‘moonlighting’ debate. 

What is moonlighting? 

Read here: What is moonlighting and if it’s legal in India 

About the employee contracts in India 

Indian economy runs on the trust that contracts will be honoured. An employee and employer 

are bound by the terms of a mutual contract. Accordingly, a full-time employee doing a side job 

for a rival is an unacceptable violation of that deal. 

How did pandemic aid moonlighting? 

Many persons doing ‘dual employment’ is clearly a post-covid phenomenon. This is because a) 

The workplace is now mobile, atomized, in our laptops and smartphones, b) Employers were 

happy to let their boundaries blur as long as work got done. 

What should be done? 

IT firms oppose moonlighting as they often work with client data that must be kept secure and 

employees who moonlight could also create a larger credibility risk for them. 

A gig economy need not turn out to be more worker-friendly. Corporate values and mission 

alignment matter in setting one company apart from another. Further, job securities provide 
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superior value addition and better job satisfaction. So the employees should understand 

moonlighting is neither ethical nor a work trend. 

Read more: Should employees have side gigs? Bosses & HR gurus are divided. But answer is 

in supply & demand 

 

 

17. External risk factors for the Indian economy: Global storm: Overseas risk is main policy 

challenge 

Source: The post is based on the article “Global storm: Overseas risk is main policy 

challenge” published in The Times of India on 24th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 3: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization, of resources, 

growth, development and employment. 

Relevance: Indian Economy and its external challenges. 

News: In line with major global markets, Indian financial markets were struck recently. Similarly, 

the rupee-dollar exchange rate has also hit a record low at Rs 80.99. 

What are the major external risk factors for the Indian economy? 

1) Unclear trajectory of major central banks trying to pull back inflation. Hardening of interest 

rates will trigger a sharp economic slowdown in major economies, 2) Most currencies weakened 

against the dollar and Japan’s central bank made its first foreign exchange market intervention 

in over two decades, 3) Inflation is unlikely to quickly go downwards even as demand falls. This 

is because of ongoing energy supply readjustments that have pushed economic activity and 

inflation in different directions. 

Read more: Rupee-Rouble trade will be beneficial for Indian Economy 

How European countries are facing economic challenges? 

Europe: Ever since the Ukraine crisis, European gas and electricity prices have risen 105% and 

75%, respectively. Further, Europe’s economic activity is rapidly slowing as the energy shock 

undermines manufacturing. 

UK: The UK’s inflation, at 9.9%, is almost five times its inflation target. 

Read more: Post-pandemic surprises and where the indian economy truly stands today 

What are the economic challenges for India? 

Economic policymaking in India will have to factor in an abnormal global scenario. At present, 

there is no clear signal about the near future behaviour of either revival or price stability of the 

Indian Economy. 

RBI’s monetary policy committee will have an upcoming bi-monthly meeting that has to contend 

with risks coming largely from overseas. 

Read more: How does the Fed’s taper move impact Indian economy? 

 

 

18. Sebi working on new ASBA-like payment system for secondary trades: Buch 

Source: The post is based on an article “Sebi working on new ASBA-like payment system for 

secondary trades: Buch” published in The Indian Express on 24th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS 3 – Financial Market in India 

News: SEBI is working on a new payment system for the secondary market which could prevent 

brokers from accessing their client funds. 

The new payment is system will be on the lines of the Application Supported by Blocked Amount 

(ASBA) process. 

What will be the advantages of the new payment system for secondary market? 
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Movement of funds: This system will help in the movement of funds from an investor’s bank 

account only after the confirmation of trade. Therefore, money will never leave the account until 

the settlement is done. 

Settlement mechanism: The new payment system is linked with new T+1 settlement 

mechanism. This mechanism would lead to efficient use of capital and will also help in further 

developing India’s capital markets. 

Standardization: The new payment system will also lead to standardization of process. 

What are the challenges with the proposed payment system? 

Broking industry: The proposed system could impact the broking industry because many 

brokers earn a float on the funds parked. 

 It could even push up the cost of trading as brokers might look for alternative sources of 

income. 

Brokers not backed by banks: The system will pose complex challenges for brokers who are not 

backed by banks. 

 It will be difficult for standalone brokerages to get access to a client’s bank account. 

However, it will not be challenging for brokers who are backed by bank as blocking of funds has 

been happening for more than two decades in the banks. 

Operational difficulties: There will be more transparency but it will lead to difficult in operations 

where there is in one-time payment. 

 It will also lead to many occasions of blocking and unblocking money for the multiple 

trades a customer takes in a day. 

 There also issues of failure rates and sometimes more time are required for blocking 

funds. 

Intraday traders: It will become a challenging task for people taking many intraday trades 

because the new system might require the client to give multiple instructions to bank. However, 

the use of technology can help to solve this issue. 

 

 

19. The seed of idea: How millets can help mitigate climate impacts on food 

Source– The post is based on the article “The seed of idea: How millets can help mitigate 

climate impacts on food” published in The Times of India on 24th September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS3- Agriculture and climate change 

Relevance– Adaptation to climate change 

Context– The article explains the need for increasing millet production in context of climate 

change. It also discusses the methods to improve the yield of millet. 

What are the impacts of climate change? 

Climate change is impacting agriculture production, food stability and nutritional security. 

Increasing temperature, erratic rainfall and prolonged drought are having severe effects on plant 

growth. It is causing shorter grain filing periods, reduced yield and biomass of grains. 

However, Indian agriculture needs to safeguard the nutritional requirements of over a billion 

people. Thus, growing millets can be a way forward. 

What are the benefits of promoting millets? 

Nutritional benefits– They are a rich source of macronutrients and micronutrients like calcium, 

protein and iron. 

They have a low glycemic index that prevents type 2 diabetes. 

They can help to prevent cardiovascular diseases, lower blood pressure. 
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Climate resilient– They have higher photosynthetic efficiency. Their potential yield is unaffected 

by higher carbon dioxide levels. 

Water efficient– They require less water. It is about one-third of rice, wheat and sugarcane. 

Cultural significance-Millets have a rich cultural history in India. They have been a traditional 

source of nutrition for southern and northeastern India. In rainfed farming areas, millet 

cultivation provides livelihood to 50% of tribal and rural population. 

What is the market scenario for millets? 

It is overall positive. 

MSP for millets has been continuously increasing. 

India declared 2018 as the “National year of millets”. 

2023 was declared as the “International year of millets” by the UN. 

What is the way forward? 

We have to enhance millet cultivation. There is a need to increase crop area under millet 

cultivation. 

We need to research programmes to develop seeds for millets that are high-yielding, stress-

resistant, have higher biomass and nutritional value. 

These varieties need to be popularised through frontline demonstration and extension activities. 

Millets should be included in PDS (Public Distribution System). 

There is a need to promote agribusiness startup incubation centres and increase popular 

awareness of benefits of millets among consumers. 

We need to have a national regulatory policy and institutional framework to bolster the entire 

value chain for millets. 

 

 

20. Burning fuel to carry fuel: Govt’s ethanol programme to face transport challenges 

Source– The post is based on the article “Burning fuel to carry fuel: Govt’s ethanol 

programme to face transport challenges” published in The Indian Express on 24th 

September 2022. 

Syllabus: GS3- Environment 

Relevance– Ethanol blending programme 

News– The article explains the need to have a new logistical arrangement for transporting 

ethanol. It also proposes solutions for transporting it. 

India’s ethanol production for blending with petrol has soared to an estimated 450 crore litres in 

the current 2021-22 supply year. 

The government has set the target of 20 per cent blending by 2025-26 that is projected at 1,016 

crore liters by NITI Aayog. It is creating new logistical challenges. 

What are the logistical challenges? 

Currently, the entire quantity of ethanol is being transported by road on truck-tankers. Carrying 

the projected 1,016 crore litres would require about 3.5 lakh tankers. 

This will prove very costly. It will also result in greenhouse gas emissions of around 76 million 

tonnes. 

What needs to be done? 

The government can consider alternative options for ethanol movement, including through 

dedicated pipelines, rail tank wagons and ferries in coastal areas. 

They can also look at the RORO (roll-on/roll-off) model of moving ethanol truck-tankers 

themselves by rail. 

In Brazil, the entire movement of oil and ethanol is through pipelines, railway and coastal ships. 
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There is no need for dedicated pipelines for ethanol. We can use multi-product pipelines. 

There is a need for precautions because ethanol is a solvent that dissolves the gums formed in 

gasoline and accumulated in tanks. We need to have filters in fuel hose pipes to resolve this 

issue. 

 

 

21. Weather modifications by China need more discussions on its ethics 

Source– The post is based on the article “Weather modifications by China need more 

discussions on its ethics” published in the Down to Earth magazine on 24th September 

2022. 

Syllabus: GS3- Environment.GS1- Physical Geography 

Relevance– Weather modification by modern technology 

News– The article explains the scale of weather modification activities by China. It also discusses 

the social and ethical consequences of weather modification. 

What makes cloud-seeding in China different from others? 

Other countries have deployed cloud seeding to deal with water scarcity, ecological crisis and 

food security. 

China’s case is unique in terms of scale, scope and ambitions. China does not only use the 

technology for ecological and environmental concerns. It also uses it for promoting state interest 

in a broader sense. 

China is interested in using weather modification for mega-events. It used this technology during 

the 2008 Olympic games. 

What is our level of knowledge about its harmful consequences? 

Cloud-seeding has two dimensions — physical and social science. 

A lot of research has been done about the physical dimension, although it is debatable. Scientists 

have different views. 

The social science dimension deserves more attention. For example, excess snow produced from 

cloud seeding can trigger a human-induced disaster. 

We also need more space for discussions on the social consequences and ethical issues. 

What is the scale of weather modification in China? 

It has been practicing weather modification since 1959. 

China has been conducting regular cloud seeding around Shiyangin Hebei Province to supply 

water to the Greater Beijing Region. 

Cloud seeding is regularly done in Shiyang to produce enough water to transfer to Beijing. 

Has this created social problems within China? 

Weather modification is done for many different purposes. Sometimes it is done for Beijing’s 

interests and other times to fulfil the expectations of local citizens. 

When disasters happen due to weather modification in the former, it raises a few questions. Who 

can be blamed for it, government or nature. 

It needs more research to know about its social consequences. 

What is the scope of having an international organisation to control these activities? 

Weather modification occurs in the air, where there are no boundaries. This impacts 

international politics. 

We need to discuss if a global law or organisation is needed to solve the problem. 

Doesweather modification programmes paving the way for solar geoengineering? 

Cloud seeding is also part of geoengineering. To deal with climate change, we have two strategies: 

Mitigation and adaptation. Both cloud seeding and solar reengineering are adaptation strategies. 
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Reports suggest that China is doing intensive solar geoengineering research. One strategy is solar 

radiation management, which reduces the amount of sunlight reaching the Earth, lowering the 

temperature very quickly. 

We need extensive research to study its consequences. 

 


