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General Studies - 1 

1. Overtaking China – New population estimates have wider implications 

2. Aging factory – on China’s population decline 
 

General Studies - 2 

1. A matter of tenure and retirement of PSB chiefs 

2. India and the new global order 

3. The rules of detachment – ON Military – Politics detachment 

4. This is an ‘address’ of great constitutional importance 

5. Election Commission’s initiative to enfranchise migrant voters is a step in the right direction 

6. Because Both Rich And Poor Countries Deserve Good Health … 

7. Why retaining talent in India will require more than foreign campuses 

8. Balance of powers The constitutional bedrock should stay untouched 

9. New free foodgrain scheme as an illusion, doublespeak 

10. The illogical rejection of the idea of South Asia 

11. In light of China-Russia alliance and Ukraine conflict, India and the new Eurasia 

12. India’s new proposal for migrant voting 

13. Democide, step by step 

14. New rules on online gaming 

15. Admonishments that endanger the Constitution 

16. Look Who’s Feeding Pendency 

17. Check, do not cross – Government should work towards systemic reform; not attack the judiciary 

18. Check, do not cross – Government should work towards systemic reform; not attack the judiciary 

19. Judging a decade of the POCSO Act 

20. Sexual harassment allegations made by women wrestlers: Wrestle with this 

21. The inevitable geopolitical lens in Sri Lanka 

22. Maldives polls, India’s concerns 

23. ASER 2022 findings – ASER report has significant pointers on reversing post-pandemic 

educational losses 

24. A detached approach is crucial for a uniform civil code 

25. There is hardly any autonomy at the panchayat level 

26. Appointments, Disappointments – on SC collegium 
 

General Studies - 3 

1. Asia’s prospects: Status quo or a rougher ride? 

2. Share, Don’t Gag – on land subsidence in Joshimath 

3. India, Qatar and the continuing saga of eight detained ex-Indian Navy officers 

4. MV Ganga Vilas: A welcome push for riverine tourism 

5. Why the government ought not to intervene with Amul 

6. Why is Kerala opposing the new Electricity Rules? 

7. Five priorities for India Inc could help us reach ahead of the curve 

8. Social equaliser – While promoting digital payments, care is needed to guard against cyber 

threats 

9. Cleaning up FCI’s operations 

10. A case for reassigning GST to States 

11. Role of private sector in space: India’s rocket dreams ready for a lift-off 

https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-19th-2023/#gs1
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-21st-2023/#gs1
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-16th-2023/#gs11
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-16th-2023/#gs12
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-16th-2023/#gs13
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-17th-2023/#gs11
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-17th-2023/#gs12
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-17th-2023/#gs13
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-17th-2023/#gs14
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-17th-2023/#gs15
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-18th-2023/#gs11
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-18th-2023/#gs12
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-18th-2023/#gs13
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-18th-2023/#gs14
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-18th-2023/#gs15
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-18th-2023/#gs16
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-19th-2023/#gs11
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-19th-2023/#gs12
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-19th-2023/#gs13
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-19th-2023/#gs14
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-20th-2023/#gs11
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-20th-2023/#gs12
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-20th-2023/#gs13
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-20th-2023/#gs14
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-20th-2023/#gs15
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-20th-2023/#gs15
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-20th-2023/#gs16
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-21st-2023/#gs11
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-21st-2023/#gs12
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-16th-2023/#gs21
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-16th-2023/#gs22
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-16th-2023/#gs23
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-16th-2023/#gs24
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-16th-2023/#gs25
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-17th-2023/#gs21
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-17th-2023/#gs22
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-17th-2023/#gs23
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-17th-2023/#gs23
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-18th-2023/#gs21
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-18th-2023/#gs22
https://blog.forumias.com/9-pm-daily-current-affairs-brief-january-18th-2023/#gs23


9 PM Compilation for the Month of January [Third Week] 2023 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

 

 

12. Crisis in the Himalayas 

13. The conflict behind eco-sensitive zones 

14. Margin of safety 

15. Prioritising stability over growth 

16. Internet blues for media 

17. Disruptive change in education could help us tackle joblessness 

18. Chexit, in parts: Reshoring, friend-shoring and billions of dollars in sops 
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General Studies - 1 

1. Overtaking China – New population estimates have wider implications 

Source: The post is based on the article “Overtaking China – New population estimates have 

wider implications” published in Business Standard on 19th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS 1 – Population and Associated Issues 

Relevance: challenges with increasing population 

News: The article discusses the challenges with India due to the increasing population. 

What is the news? 

According to the World Population Review, India’s population has become 1.417 billion. 

According to China’s National Statistics Bureau, in 2022 China saw its first decline in 

population since the famine-hit 1960s. The population count in China is now 1.412 billion. 

This means India is now the world’s largest country by population. 

What are the challenges for India due to increasing population? 

It is true that a higher population brings more tax to the government leading to increase in 

spending. However, it also has challenges associated with it. 

Some of the challenges with increasing population are – a) pressure on man-made infrastructure 

such as apartments, b) pressure on natural resources, c) create challenges for sustainability of 

India’s natural habitats; e.g., Joshimath crisis. 

Must Read: China, India population: Implications of slowing dragon, racing elephant 

What can be the way ahead? 

There is a need for India to have quality population; i.e., it needs to enhance its human resource 

capability by refocusing its public policy. 

This would help India in reaping the benefits out of its demographic dividend and become an 

upper-income country. 

 

2. Aging factory – on China’s population decline 

Source– The post is based on the article “Aging factory” published in The Hindu on 21th 

January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS1- Population and associated issues 

Relevance– Issues related to population planning and control 

News– The article explains declining population in China and its impact on Chinese economy 

What are some facts and statistics about the declining population of China? 

China’s population declined by 8,50,000 in 2022. Births in China last year dropped by more 

than 10% to 9.56 million. 

China has been making efforts to boost birth rates that have been declining since the government 

introduced a harsh “one-child policy” in 1980. The belated introduction in 2016 of a “two-

child policy” was not successful. 

How is the declining population impacting the Chinese economy? 

China’s economy is already feeling the impact of demographic change. The 16-59 working age 

population in 2022 was 875 million. It is a decline of around 75 million since 2010. 

Wages are rising. Labour-intensive jobs are moving out, predominantly to Southeast Asia. 

The above-60 population has increased. The number of elderly will peak by 2050 at 35% of the 

population. China’s National Working Commission on Ageing estimates spending on health care 

for the elderly will take up 26% of the GDP by 2050. 

China is on track to follow Japan’s example of a prolonged period of a shrinking workforce 

with declining growth. The proportion of child and elderly populations in China as of 2020 was 

similar to Japan’s in 1990. Moreover, China reached this inflection point faster. 
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What are lessons for India? 

India’s proportion of child and elderly population in 2020 was similar to China’s in 1980. It 

was the time when its economic boom started in China. 

That was made possible only by taking advantage of demographic dividend by investing heavily 

in health care and education. 
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General Studies - 2 

1. A matter of tenure and retirement of PSB chiefs 

Source: The post is based on the article “A matter of tenure and retirement of PSB chiefs” 

published in Business Standard on 16th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS 2 – Government Policies & Interventions for Development 

Relevance: benefits of raising the retirement age of bank’s chiefs. 

News: The Ministry of Finance has issued the extension of the CEO of Bank of Baroda Sanjiv 

Chadha. He was about to retire this month. The article discusses the need for the increased 

tenure of the bank’s head. 

What is the notification issued by the Finance Ministry for the top-level appointment at 

nationalised banks? 

A finance ministry notification in November 2022 stated that the top-level appointment at 

nationalised banks could initially be for up to five years and extended by another five years. 

Earlier, the norm was three years or till the age of 60, whichever was earlier. 

Why is there a need to increase the retirement age of a bank’s head? 

A longer tenure is essential because if the person is not from the same bank, as is often the case, 

it takes time to get adopted into the culture as every bank is different. 

Further, it is also not easy for an executive from a small bank to run a large bank. 

Many banks have young executive directors (EDs). Therefore, the extension of the tenure will 

ensure they are around till they are 60 or close to 60. 

Moreover, lower retirement age makes the CEOs incapable of looking into balance sheets and 

cleaning them up because they want to leave the organisation happily and positively. 

Therefore, increasing the retirement age would benefit the performance of CEOs and help 

banks clear balance sheets.  

Further, it will also ensure uniformity in the tenure of whole-time directors of the all-India 

financial institutions such as Small Industries Development Bank of India (Sidbi), National Bank 

for Agriculture and Rural Development (Nabard), etc. 

What can be the way ahead? 

First, there is a need to frame the qualifying criteria for top posts in all-India financial 

institutions to encourage young and deserving candidates. 

Second, there is also a need for a comprehensive promotion policy for the entire financial 

sector, including banks, to attract talent. 

Third, the whole-time directors’ tenure at SBI is capped at five years, irrespective of the age. 

However, the SBI chairman can remain at the position even after 60, even though the tenure is 

for three years. 

Therefore, the tenure of whole-time directors of nationalised banks should be extended to 10 

years. They should be allowed to be in the position even beyond 60, like SBI and like the tenure 

of a private bank’s CEO which is at 70. 

Fourth, the new norm should also be extended for the top posts to SBI through an amendment 

to the State Bank of India Act. 
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2. India and the new global order 

Source– The post is based on the article “India and the new global order” published in The 

Indian Express on 16th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS2- International relations 

Relevance– India and Global south in changing world order 

News– The article explains the importance of the recently held Global South summit for India. It 

also explains the possibility and challenges for India leadership of Global South. 

What is the importance of the Global South summit that was recently convened by India? 

The forum is an important effort by India to make global governance work for the developing 

nations. Their concerns do not get sufficient attention in international forums. 

The forum has provided valuable inputs from the Global South. These could facilitate successful 

conclusion of G20 summit in Delhi 

The forum is helpful for India in reconnecting with a global group of nations. This group has 

not been a priority for the Indian foreign policy establishment since the end of the Cold War. 

Over the last three decades, Indian diplomacy has been focused on reordering its great power 

relations, bringing stability to the neighborhood and developing regional institutions in 

the extended neighborhood. 

What is the case for India’s leadership of the global south? 

120 odd nations attended the meeting. It underlines the willingness of Global South to support 

Indian leadership on addressing the global challenges that have impacted many developing 

countries. 

The crises produced by the Covid-19 pandemic and the Russian war in Ukraine have had a 

devastating and disproportionate impact on the Global South. 

The international context today is not amenable to major global initiatives. Multilateralism is 

now in danger due to growing military tensions among the great powers. There has been a 

breakdown of the world trading rules and the weaponization of global finance. 

The idea of India as leader of the developing world appears to have gained much currency in 

Delhi. 

What are difficulties for India in representing the interests of the global south? 

India’s own past experience with the Non-Aligned Movement and the Group-77 developing 

nations points to the real difficulty of uniting the Global South. 

There are deep economic differentiation and sharp political divisions among the developing 

nations. 

India has its own enduring developmental challenges, despite its impressive aggregate GDP 

and growing economic, industrial, and technological capabilities. 

What is the way forward for India? 

India can’t simply be self-centred. It cannot abandon its long-standing equities in the Global 

South. 

India needs to contribute in more significant ways to modernising and democratising the 

global order. 

There is a need for careful balancing between nationalism and internationalism. A practical 

sense of what is feasible in today’s world, and a well-defined crafted hierarchy of Indian 

priorities on the global stage is required. 
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3. The rules of detachment – ON Military – Politics detachment 

Source– The post is based on the article “The rules of detachment” published in The Indian 

Express on 16th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS2- International relations 

Relevance– Issues related to politicisation of military 

News– The article explains the recent debate in the US on keeping the armed forces apolitical. It 

also explains the relevance of this debate for Indian military establishment 

Why is there a debate in the US on keeping the armed forces apolitical? 

America is facing the threat of polarisation of its society. There is increasing enlistment of 

military veterans by politicians for boosting electoral prospects. 

America does not require the military to remain “apolitical”. It demands a commitment to being 

“non-partisan” in their professional conduct. It means that regardless of personal political 

inclinations, military officers must give the elected civilian leadership their best professional 

advice and execute their lawful orders. 

There are risks associated with the president, intent on politicising the military. The US 

President is also the commander-in-chief and approving authority for general-rank promotions. 

He could manipulate the process to fill senior military leadership positions with party and 

personal loyalists. 

Why does India need to seriously consider this debate in the US? 

There exists a similarity in the challenges currently faced by American and Indian democracies 

across political, societal and military domains. 

In India, military personnel are prohibited from engaging in any kind of political activity by 

Acts of Parliament and service rules. Moreover, they have to take the oath of allegiance to the 

Constitution. 

India’s armed forces, despite occasional criticism, had followed the “seniority-cum-merit” 

principle for promotion from the pool of C-in-Cs to the post of chief. Promoting the “senior-most 

of equals” obviated the possibility of political interference in military promotions. 

The present government seems to have moved away from the constraint of “seniority”. It has 

started using an alternate definition of “merit” and promoted military officers over the head 

of their seniors. 

This approach faces an inherent risk. An appointed officer who considers himself indebted to 

the political establishment can avoid professional military advice. 

An even greater risk of politicisation has been created by the latest rules framed for selection 

of the Chief of Defence Staff. Apart from serving and retired chiefs, serving and retired officers of 

3-star rank are eligible for the post of CDS. The upper age limit has been fixed at 62 years for 

all. The retirement age of CDS has been fixed at 65 years. 

In almost all countries, the CDS is chosen from amongst the serving chiefs. Placing 3-star officers 

equivalent to the serving chiefs ignores the inherent merit and vast experience of military 

chiefs. It impacts the credibility of our promotion system. 

There is no methodology available for assessment of professional competence. Selection will 

be based on political loyalty and personal preference. Such subjective and problematic 

criteria can lead to arbitrariness and politicisation. 
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4. This is an ‘address’ of great constitutional importance 

Source– The post is based on the article “This is an ‘address’ of great constitutional 

importance” published in The Hindu on 17th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS2- Issues and challenges pertaining to federal structure 

Relevance– Position of Governor 

News– The article explains the issues related to the Governor of Tamil Nadu in skipping an 

important and politically significant paragraph in a customary Governor’s address to Members 

of Assembly. It also explains the different viewpoints about the position of Governor. 

The skipped paragraph referred to the Dravidian model of governance which has great political 

and cultural significance especially in Tamil Nadu. 

What is the importance of address by the Governor under Article 176 of the constitution? 

Article 176 of the Constitution requires the Governor to mandatorily address the Members of 

legislature at the commencement of the first session of each year and to inform them of the 

causes of its summons. 

It says that the legislature will discuss the matters referred to in such an address. The “address” 

here means the complete address and not a truncated version. 

Here, the Constitution gives a specific direction to the House to find time to discuss the contents 

of the Governor’s address. This underscores the importance the Constitution attaches to such 

an address by the Governor. 

It will become more clear when we consider Article 175. It says that the Governor may address 

the legislature, but the Governor’s address under Article 175 is not a mandatory address unlike 

under Article 176. Article 175 does not speak about any discussion of the content of such an 

address. 

The reason behind the Constitution making such a distinction in two addresses by Governor is 

that the address under Article 176 contains the policies and programmes of the elected 

government of the State. Executive accountability to the elected representatives of the people 

is the essence of parliamentary democracy. 

Can the Governorskip certain paragraphs of the address? 

Skipping paragraphs of the address would simply mean that the Governor does not approve or 

agree with those ideas. The address by the Governor under Article 176 is the address prepared 

by the government. It does not contain any of the personal views of the Governor. 

The Governor cannot change a word on his own. So, by wilfully not reading certain portions of 

the address the Governor has gone against the mandate of Article 176. 

What are the other issues related to the office of Governor in current times? 

The actions by Governors in some of the Opposition-ruled States have often come under critical 

scrutiny. They are sitting on the Bill passed by the Assembly without exercising any of the 

options given by the Constitution. It is clearly against the mandate of the Constitution. 

Article 200 requires the Governor to either give assent or withhold assent or send the Bill 

back to the Assembly for reconsideration. In case, if the Assembly passes it again in the same 

form without any change the Governor has to give assent to it. He can also send the Bill for 

the consideration of the President in some rare cases. 

Governors have suddenly become proactive. They have begun to openly challenge and criticise 

Chief Ministers and State governments. Some Governors are even holding press conferences to 

attack Chief Ministers. 
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What are different viewpoints about the position of Governor? 

From Shamsher Singh (1974) to Nabam Rebia (2016), the Supreme Court has consistently 

held that Governors can act only on the aid and advice of the Council of Ministers. He cannot 

exercise any executive powers independently ignoring the elected government. 

The Supreme Court had in Shamsher Singh said, “The Constitution does not aim at providing 

a parallel administration within the State by allowing the Governor to go against the advice of 

the Council of Ministers. 

B.R. Ambedkar said in the Constituent Assembly: “If the Constitution remains in principle the 

same, then the Governor should be a purely constitutional Governor. It should not have power 

of interference in the administration of the province.” 

 

5. Election Commission’s initiative to enfranchise migrant voters is a step in the right direction 

Source– The post is based on the article “Election Commission’s initiative to enfranchise 

migrant voters is a step in the right direction” published in The Indian Express on 17th 

January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS2- Salient feature of Representation of People Act 

Relevance– Issues related to electoral reforms 

News– The article explains the issue of remote voting for the migrant population of the country. 

What are the issues faced by migrants in enjoying their right to vote? 

Migrant workers, especially circular or short-term migrants are some of the least represented 

groups in the voting process. 

There is no deliberate denial of the right to vote for them. But, they lack access to vote. The 

Supreme Court, in a series of cases, has interpreted the freedom to access the vote as within 

the ambit of Article 19(1)(a). 

One survey shows that only 48% voted in the 2009 Lok Sabha elections when the national 

average was 59.7 per cent. 

In the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, major sender states such as Bihar and UP had among the lowest 

voter turnout rates at 57.33 per cent and 59.21 per cent respectively. The national average was 

67.4%. 

What is the status of migrants in India? 

According to the 2011 Census, the number of internal migrants stands at 450 million. 26% of 

the migration occurs inter-district within the same state, while 12% of the migration occurs 

inter-state. 

Both official and independent experts admit that this number is underestimated. Short-term 

and circular migration could be 60-65 million migrants. 

What are the reasons behind the lack of political representation for migrants? 

The root cause of the migrant voters issue is that the individual’s right to vote is conditioned by 

a rather strict residency qualification. 

In the survey report, it was found that “close to 60% of respondents had missed voting in 

elections at least once because they were away from home seeking livelihood options”. 

According to a 2012 study, 78% of migrant voters have voter cards for their home constituency. 

Most cannot commute to their home states on polling day. 

Many migrant voters may not be as intensively involved in the political affairs and interests in 

their host locations as they are in their home locations. 

What is the way forward? 

Section 60(c) of the RPA, 1951 empowers the Election Commission to notify classes of voters 

who are unable to vote in person at their constituencies because of physical or social 
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circumstances. It should be in consultation with the government. Once notified, the voters are 

eligible for the Electronically Transmitted Postal Ballot System. 

EC should find a technological solution which is credible, accessible and acceptable to all 

stakeholders 

What are the steps taken by ECI to ensure voting rights for migrants? 

The Election Commission had earlier formed a “Committee of Officers on Domestic Migrants” 

to address this issue. The Committee’s report submitted in 2016 suggested a solution in the form 

of “remote voting”. 

The Election Commission has now proposed the use of remote voting for migrant workers. A 

modified version of the existing model of M3 EVMs will be placed at remote polling stations. 

The Electronic Corporation of India Ltd. has already developed a prototype of a Multi-

constituency Remote EVM. 

 

6. Because Both Rich And Poor Countries Deserve Good Health … 

Source– The post is based on the article “Because Both Rich And Poor Countries Deserve 

Good Health …” published in The Times of India on 17th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS2- Issues related to development and management of health 

Relevance– India vision of global health cooperation 

News– The article explains the Indian priorities for global health architecture at G20. 

India’s vision of a healthier globe emanates from the philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam 

that translates into One Earth, One Family, One Future. 

What are the priorities of India for Global Health Architecture at G20? 

1. Strengthen national capacities: 

The first is strengthening national capacities to prevent, prepare for and respond to major 

outbreaks. 

The agenda will include a One Health approach to antimicrobial resistance. 

It advocates for partnering with multiple organisations like WHO, World Bank, G7, Access to 

Covid-19 Tools Accelerator. This effort will attempt to synergise existing strengths and identify 

bottlenecks in the system. 

It calls for pandemic countermeasures that are affordable, equitable and universal in access. 

G20 India Health Track aims to facilitate seamless integration towards a global health 

emergency architecture. 

2. Strengthen pharma cooperation: 

Indian generics are valued across the world. In FY 2022, pharma products worth $24. 47 billion 

were supplied to 200 countries. 

India continues to provide affordable HIV drugs and anti-TB generics to several LMICs. India’s 

role in addressing life-saving vaccine inequity has been appreciated worldwide. 

It provided critical doses to more than 100 countries during the most difficult phase of Covid 

through the ‘Vaccine Maitri’ initiative. 

The government has introduced production-linked incentive schemes for strengthening the 

pharma sector. It has planned Bulk Drug Parks and Medical Device Parks. 

India’s G20 presidency proposes to address the gaps in the availability, accessibility and 

affordability of medical countermeasures. 

It shall continue to prioritise global networks for R&D and manufacturing for medical 

countermeasures. 
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3. Digital solutions 

The global Covid experience has amply demonstrated how digital technologies can help in remote 

data capture, medical diagnosis and virtual care. 

Millions of citizens used the CoWin app to access vaccines. Tele-consultation proved to be life-

saving during the pandemic. 

GoI’s free telemedicine service, eSanjeevani, has recently crossed a remarkable milestone of 90 

million tele-consultations. 

India is marching towards universal health coverage through initiatives such as Ayushman 

Bharat-PMJAY backed by technology to make it portable, scalable and paperless across states. 

CoWin has been shared with several countries as a digital public health good. 

The collective efforts of G20 members will help create an ecosystem that provides open access 

to several LMICs for more equitable healthcare. 

India plans to draw a framework for the Global Initiative on Digital Health and harness the 

potential of artificial intelligence in building more resilient infrastructure. 

 

7. Why retaining talent in India will require more than foreign campuses 

Source: The post is based on an article “Why retaining talent in India will require more 

than foreign campuses” published in The Indian Express on 17th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS 2 – Governance 

Relevance: measures needed to retain Indian talent 

News: Government is planning to open doors for campuses of foreign universities in India. 

However, highlights of the different reports show that simply allowing foreign campuses in India 

would not be enough to retain Indian talent. 

What are highlights of different reports? 

US State Department: According to the data compiled by the US State Department, an 

increasing number of Indian students studying in the US are staying back after their degree to 

join that country’s workforce. 

In 2021-22, nearly 35 per cent of the 1.99 lakh Indian students in American universities enrolled 

in the Optional Training Programmes that allow foreign students with F-1 visas to join paid or 

voluntary work for up to three years in the US. 

OECD report: According to an OECD report on international migration patterns, Indians 

studying in economically developed countries are the most likely among all foreign students to 

join the local workforce. 

The transition rates from study permits to work permits were far higher in Indians compared to 

the Chinese. 

The report for 2021-22 showed that 38 per cent of Indian students in American campuses study 

mathematics and computer sciences due to the increase in demand globally for skills related to 

digital technology, data analysis and cyber security. 

What can be the way ahead? 

Bringing foreign campuses of prestigious foreign universities may not be enough to retain talent 

in the country.  Government and industry bodies also need to come with reforms in education 

along with the job market. 
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8. Balance of powers The constitutional bedrock should stay untouched 

Source: The post is based on the article “Balance of powers 

The constitutional bedrock should stay untouched” published in the Business Standard on 

17th January 2023 

Syllabus: GS 2 – Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary. 

Relevance: About basic structure doctrine. 

News: The Vice President of India in 83rd All-India Presiding Officer’s conference criticised the 

doctrine of the basic structure for undermining parliamentary sovereignty. 

Prior to his comments, Lok Sabha Speaker used the same conference to say that the judiciary 

should “confine [itself] to its limits prescribed in the Constitution.” 

What are the major highlights of the Vice President’s address? 

Read here: Vice-President says court can’t dilute Parliament’s sovereignty 

What is the basic structure doctrine, and how was the doctrine developed? 

Read here: Basic structure Doctrine 

What is the status of the Basic structure Doctrine now? 

-Neither the Kesavananda Bharati judgement nor those that have come after have provided a 

consistent view on what features this basic structure might have. 

-Many subsequent judgements have relied heavily on this doctrine and it is now part of settled 

law. 

What should be done? 

Supreme Court and some of the high courts had in the past roamed into the realm of issues that 

might more properly be decided by the legislature or the executive. But that has to be corrected 

on a case-by-case basis. Hence, Judicial overreach cannot be the reason to reverse the Basic 

structure doctrine. 

The collegium system has problems of opacity and lack of accountability. It should be addressed 

but not by allowing the executive to be part of the system. A just and sustainable solution is the 

need of the hour. 

Must read: Bound supremacy – Parliamentary sovereignty isn’t undone by the basic 

structure doctrine 

 

9. New free foodgrain scheme as an illusion, doublespeak 

Source– The post is based on the article “New free foodgrain scheme as an illusion, 

doublespeak” published in The Hindu on 18th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS2- Issues related to poverty and hunger. GS3- Food security 

Relevance– Food security Act and related schemes 

News– The article explains the recently announced new version of Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 

Anna Yojana. 

Under the new avatar of the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana, NFSA beneficiaries will 

receive five kilos of free food grains every month in 2023. 

What is the difference between the earlier format and the new format of the scheme? 

The only difference is that now a family of five can collect 25 kg for free. Earlier, under this 

scheme, they get 25 kg free under the PMGKAY and 25 kg at ₹3 under the NFSA. 

So, a family will now have to purchase the remaining 25 kg from the market at the cheapest 

possible price of ₹450. It implies an additional expense of ₹375 to their monthly budget. 

What are the issues with PMGKAY? 

Election angle– The latest scheme seems politically motivated to appeal to voters in nine 

States that go to polls in 2023. 
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The Indian political landscape is impacted by ethnic heterogeneity and increasing electoral 

competition. In this scenario, all political parties prefer to differentiate themselves based on 

such patronage politics. 

More than 20 central government programmes have been named or renamed to credit the 

‘Pradhan Mantri’. 

Exclusion related issues– The PMGKAY lacks universal coverage. The ration records have not 

been updated since the 2011 Census. At least 100 million beneficiaries, especially children born 

in the last decade, are missing from ration. 

As per estimates, more than 40% of India’s population is currently excluded from both the 

NFSA and PMGKAY. 

The most marginalised castes and communities, especially migrants, sex workers, the 

homeless and transgender persons are often without NFSA ration cards. 

Undermining MGNREGA– 

The scheme is being systematically undermined by acute Budget cuts, delayed payments and 

technological hurdles. In the period 2022-23, only 57 million households received NREGA work 

unlike 73 million last year. 

 

10. The illogical rejection of the idea of South Asia 

Source– The post is based on the article “The illogical rejection of the idea of South Asia” 

published in The Hindu on 18th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS2- India and its neighbourhood- Relations 

Relevance– Regional cooperation in South Asia 

News- The article explains the challenges and obstacles for regional cooperation in South 

Asia. It suggests the solution for boosting regional cooperation in the region. 

What are the main points of a recent World Bank study on air pollution in South Asia? 

It concludes that about two million people die prematurely in South Asia each year. Particulate 

measure concentrations put nine South Asian cities among the world’s top 10 worst affected 

by air pollution. 

In Bhutan, the average PM2.5 concentration from 2018-2020 was three times World Health 

Organization-prescribed limits. 

The solution to the problems of air pollution lies in a “whole of region” approach. South Asian 

countries should begin talks between scientists, officials and leaders to create a mechanism for 

the cooperative management of air pollution. 

What are the challenges faced by the South Asian region? 

Climate change crisis led to floods in Pakistan. The Ukraine war has increased the cost of 

procuring energy, grain, fertilisers. 

There are chances of persistent global economic recession. South Asia is facing threats from 

variants of the COVID-19 virus, terrorism, especially arising from the Taliban takeover of 

Afghanistan. 

The Region has failed to build a regional defence to the issues arising from Russia’s invasion 

of Ukraine and NATO sanctions, trade ban and weapons stockpiling. South Asia has missed 

the chance to build an energy “cartel” that can command a better price for the region. 

Bangladesh, Pakistan and India buy more than 50% of their liquefied natural gas through the 

spot market. It is an indicator of their vulnerability to global energy trends. 

What are the obstacles for regional cooperation in South Asia? 

Pakistan has refused talks with India. It has missed out on being part of the South Asia energy 

grid that is boosting regional connectivity within BBIN grouping. 
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India and Pakistan continue to hold up the SAARC Summit for nearly a decade. If New Delhi 

can virtually hold a special meeting for the “Global South”, there is no reason why it cannot 

convene or participate in a regional dialogue. 

They have missed opportunities for regional cooperation in health security. Although, India 

has worked bilaterally with most of its neighbours to provide COVID-19 medicines. 

 

11. In light of China-Russia alliance and Ukraine conflict, India and the new Eurasia 

Source: The post is based on an article “In light of China-Russia alliance and Ukraine 

conflict, India and the new Eurasia” published in The Indian Express on 18th January 

2023. 

Syllabus: GS 2 – International Relations 

Relevance: changing relations between Asia and Europe 

News: The article discusses the changing geopolitical scenario between Asia and Europe. 

How is the geo-politics between Asia and Europe changing? 

Japan – The PM of Japan is determined to build strong military partnerships with Europe. He 

has also said that the security of Europe and the Indo-Pacific is indivisible. 

South Korea – it is also joining the party by raising its profile in Europe. For example, it is 

selling major weapons platforms in Poland. 

Australia – It has joined the US and UK in the AUKUS arrangement, and is equally eager to bring 

Europe into the Indo-Pacific. 

Together Japan, South Korea and Australia are bridging the divide between Asia and Europe 

which was once seen as separate geopolitical areas. 

Moreover, the partnership between Asia and Europe has increased by Russia’s war in Ukraine 

and due to the alliance between Russia and China. Thus, leading to the emergence of a new 

Eurasia. 

How did the ties between Russia and China help in the emergence of new Eurasia? 

Putin signed an agreement with China declaring an alliance “without limits” and no “forbidden 

areas”. 

China in the past tried to make an alliance with Europe but was unsuccessful in that. So, it 

joined Russia by blaming NATO for the crisis in Ukraine. 

However, their alliance resulted in strengthening the Western alliance in Europe and emergence 

of a new kind of Eurasia — an alliance between China’s East Asian neighbours and Russia’s 

West European neighbours. 

Further, the US invited key Asian partners to participate at the NATO summit held in June 

last year. 

The prime ministers of Australia, Japan and New Zealand as well as the president of South Korea 

joined the summit. This was the first time that Asian leaders joined NATO deliberations. 

It is expected that NATO’s engagement with Indo-Pacific issues and East Asia’s engagement with 

European security will continue to be new features of Eurasian geopolitics. 

Moreover, the US is eager to encourage its partners, including India, to build their capabilities 

and strengthen regional balances of power in Europe and Asia. 

How did the alliance between Russia and China impact Japan? 

Japan, which has faced a bilateral maritime territorial dispute with China and looking at China’s 

expansionary policies, changed its security policy. 

It has planned to double annual defence spending over the next five years, and build a large 

missile arsenal to deter China and North Korea. 
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It also wants to revive its domestic defence industry as well as build military capacities on 

the Chinese border by exporting arms. 

What are the implications for India due to the emergence of new Eurasia? 

The emergence of new Eurasia brings challenges for India. Earlier, India had a maritime 

coalition (the Quad) in the Indo-Pacific and at the same time had continental coalitions led by 

Russia and China. 

However, the conflict between the US, Europe, and Japan on the one hand and China and 

Russia on the other will bring challenges for India in balancing its relation with these countries. 

Further, the alliance between Russia and China will bring more challenges to India towards its 

security policies. 

However, in presence of these events the relation of India with the US. Europe, Japan, South 

Korea and Australia have become stronger. 

 

12. India’s new proposal for migrant voting 

Source: The post is based on an article “India’s new proposal for migrant voting” published in 

The Hindu on 18th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS 2 – Electoral Reforms in India 

News: The Election Commission of India (ECI) has announced that it has developed a prototype 

for a Multi-Constituency Remote Electronic Voting Machine (RVM). However, the ECI could not 

demonstrate a prototype of RVM. 

Functioning of Present EVMs 

The use of EVMs started in 1992 and it is in use in all Lok Sabha and State Assembly elections 

since 2000. 

The latest version M3 model started manufactured from 2013. From 2017, the use of VVPATs 

has become universal in elections. 

Read more 

Concerns associated with EVMs 

EVMs autenticity should be machine-independent, or software and hardware independent. It 

means, that even if the voting machine is tampered, the same should be detectable in an offline 

audit. 

Presently VVPAT is the mechanism to ensure the above. However, it has its own set of problems 

as per as per Former IAS officer Kannan Gopinathan. 

VVPAT printout appears behind the VVPAT’s glass for seven seconds. it does not mean they 

have verified it. Presently, if a voter gets a wrong slip, she/he can test vote in the presence of an 

election officer. But if the test vote is correct, the voter can be penalised or even prosecuted. 

Considering the fact that VVPAT generate voting slips, it has to be refilled with slips, which 

requires it to be connected to a laptop. It questions the ECI’s claim that the EVM-VVPAT system 

is not connected to any external device. 

Mr. Gopinathan states in his report that a fixed number of votes cast at the beginning of the 

polls in each polling station to know its proper functioning. But a hack can easily bypass the 

first few votes, thereby preventing detection of foul play. 

Is RVM different to EVM? 

The EC states in its concept note that the Multi-Constituency RVM for migrant voting will have 

the same security system and voting experience as the EVM. Therefore, it will have similar 

challenges. 

Second, the commission repots that RVM can handle multiple constituencies (up to 72) from a 

single remote polling booth. It will have an Electronic dynamic ballot display instead of fixed 
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ballot paper sheet. This would raise questions about how these new devices communicate with 

each other. 

Third, RVM will present logistical and administrative challenges besides the technichal ones. 

 

13. Democide, step by step 

Source– The post is based on the article “Democide, step by step” published in The Indian 

Express on 18th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS2- Polity 

Relevance– Democracy and its different forms 

News– The article explains the challenges and threats to democracy in recent times. 

What are challenges before democracy in current times? 

Inflation and middle class anxiety is increasing. Breaking party systems, Populism and 

demagogues are creating threats for democracy. There is increasing bigotry, religious 

intolerance, and media untruths. 

There has been a spate of violent attacks against elected governments. Washington witnessed 

a well-organised mob assault on the Capitol Hill by thousands of protesters. 

In Frankfurt, a 20,000-strong network of far-right extremists known as Reichsbürger, was 

arrested on suspicions of leading a plot to storm parliament and violently overthrow the elected 

government. 

In Brazil, thousands of pro-Bolsonaro citizens invaded and occupied the Three Powers Square. 

What are threats to the destruction of democracy? 

Democracy can be destroyed in multiple ways, in different tempos. There’s no single Iron Law 

for it. 

Democracy can perish more gradually through high-level political plots and behind-the-

scenes manoeuvrings. The military coup against the elected governments of Egypt, Myanmar, 

Chad, Mali, Guinea and Sudan during the past decade are examples. 

Then there is the populist road to destruction of democracy. It is slower destruction. Populist 

demagogues take years to win out, to prove that ballots can be used to ruin democracy just as 

effectively as bullets. 

The cases of Hungary and Serbia suggest that around a decade is required for populist 

governments to have ruinous effects on democratic institutions. 

Democracies can perish in still other ways, and even more gradually. Different explanations of 

destruction of democracy neglect civil society and environmental foundations on which any 

given democracy rests. Democide can happen through the slow-motion convergence of social 

deprivation and environmental decay. 

The slowest form of democide is the most lethal. It happens when citizens and their chosen 

representatives become victims of thoughtlessness. It stops them from seeing extreme 

weather events and other environmental catastrophes that breed power grabs and get people 

used to emergency rule. 

What is true democracy? 

Democracy is much more than pressing a button on a ballot paper. It goes beyond the election 

results, majority rule and lists of minority rights. It can not be reduced to lawful rule through 

independent courts or attending local public meetings. 

Democracy is a whole way of life that has delicate geo-social foundations that can not be 

ignored. 
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14. New rules on online gaming 

Source: The post is based on the article “New rules on online gaming” published in Indian 

Express on 18th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS 2 – 

News: Recently, Union Ministry of Electronics and IT released the draft rules for online 

gaming for public consultation. 

About the new rules 

Need for new rules? 

India’s share of the global online gaming industry is currently just 1 per cent. However, it 

is expected to rise at a very high pace. 

According to industry estimates, in 2020, the worth of India’s online gaming industry was 

around $1.8 billion. With a 38 per cent compounded annual growth rate (CAGR), the 

industry is expected to grow to $5 billion by 2025. 

There are about 400 million online gamers in India and their numbers are expected to grow 

to 450 million by 2024. 

The self-regulatory approach could help attract investments that has, been very subdued 

due to the variety of conflicting legal positions across states. 

What more can be done? 

The regulatory approach will have to target the menace of offshore gambling platforms and 

illicit entities that advertise their products in several media. The onus is on the SROs to 

ensure a healthy ecosystem for online gaming. 

 

15. Admonishments that endanger the Constitution 

Source– The post is based on the article “Admonishments that endanger the Constitution” 

published in The Hindu on 19th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS2- Indian constitution and Basic structure 

Relevance– Working of the constitution 

News– The article explains the basic structure and its importance for Indian constitutional 

structure. It also explains the recent attack of judiciary by executive 

What is the basic structure? 

The judgment is widely recognized as a milestone in India’s history. It held that Parliament’s 

power to amend the Constitution was not plenary. Any change that damages the basic 

structure of the constitution would be declared void. 

What is the recent attack on the judiciary by the executive and why is it not healthy 

criticism? 

Much of this criticism has been aimed at the functioning of the collegium. The Union Minister 

of Law and Justice, and Vice President  have repeatedly doubted the Court’s judgment in 2015, 

in which it struck down NJAC. 

Mr. Dhankhar claimed that the striking down of the NJAC had no parallels in democratic 

history. In a democratic society, the basic of any basic structure is supremacy of people, 

sovereignty of parliament. 

He said that the ultimate power is with the legislature. Legislature also decides who will be there 

in other institutions. All institutions must confine themselves to their domains. One must not 

interfere in the domain of others. 

Genuine criticism of the Collegium’s functioning ought to be welcomed. But the Government 

confirmed in Parliament that it has no plans to implement any systemic change in the way we 

appoint judges. 

https://blog.forumias.com/new-rules-on-online-gaming/
https://blog.forumias.com/draft-rules-for-online-gaming-online-games-must-register-with-self-regulatory-body-say-draft-rules/
https://blog.forumias.com/admonishments-that-endanger-the-constitution/


9 PM Compilation for the Month of January [Third Week] 2023 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

 

 

The Government itself has done little to promote transparency in the process. Therefore, the 

present reproach is unprincipled. It is an attempt at subverting the judiciary’s autonomy. 

Why is basic structure the foundation of the constitution and inherent part of it? 

India’s Constitution comprises a set of principles that together give it an identity. The 

Constitution is a product of a collective vision. That vision was built on distinct but 

interwoven ideals. 

These ideals consist of rule of law, Westminster parliamentary form of governance, 

separation of powers, independence of judiciary and federal structure. These cannot be 

amended as they would change the fundamental pillars of the constitution. 

In Minerva Mills vs Union of India, SC held that Parliament too is a creature of the 

Constitution. Therefore, it can only have such powers that are expressly vested on it. 

If those powers are unlimited, it would cease to be an authority under the Constitution. It 

would become supreme over it, because it would have power to alter the entire Constitution 

including its basic structure. 

SC in the Keshvananda Bharati case gave the interpretation of the word “amendment”. The 

dictionary definition of “amendment” means “minor change or addition designed to improve 

a text”. 

 

16. Look Who’s Feeding Pendency 

Source– The post is based on the article “Look Who’s Feeding Pendency” published in The 

Times of India on 19th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS2- Functioning of judiciary 

Relevance– Issues impacting the justice delivery 

News– The article explains the issue of judicial delays and pendency of cases in courts of India. 

Over 4 crore cases are pending in the subordinate judiciary, apart from 56 lakh in HCs and 

about 70,000 in SC. 

Government has proposed engaging lawyers as judges and bringing back retired judges as ‘ad 

hoc’ judges as out-of-the-box remedies to tackle this issue 

What are three important factors for the huge pendency of cases and delays in the judicial 

system? 

Adjournment– Mechanical adjournment at all tiers of the judiciary is the single biggest 

contributor to the pendency of cases. 

Procedure for adjournment is not codified in our statute book. Adjournments are asked and 

given casually. 

A faint attempt was made when the Civil Procedure Code was amended exactly two decades 

ago. It says that each adjournment decision should specify the reason for the adjournment. It 

should not exceed three adjournments before the verdict is pronounced. These rules are not 

followed in true spirit. 

Admission– Admissions of new cases are also responsible for long pendency. Admission rate in 

SC is a healthy 11%, HCs are too permissive. HCs admit almost all cases brought before them. 

There are no rules for admission. 

Appeal- Appeals is the third factor contributing to judicial delays. The government is the biggest 

culprit here. Bureaucrats opt for appeal against every single order to save their own reputation 

and to delay losses. 
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What is the way forward to resolve the issue of judicial delays? 

The issues related to frequent adjournments, admissions and appeals must be addressed. 

Constitutional courts must first practise prudence on the three ‘A’s and then ensure it 

percolates down to magistrate courts. 

Every adjournment should be treated as a minor judicial decision requiring a written reason. 

As a result, the rate of adjournments will reduce. 

Judges should disallow adjournments at least in cases where either of the parties enjoys an 

interim order of stay or injunction or status quo. 

 

17. Check, do not cross – Government should work towards systemic reform; not attack the 

judiciary 

Source: The post is based on an article “Check, do not cross – Government should work 

towards systemic reform; not attack the judiciary” published in The Hindu on 19th 

January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS 2 – Governance 

Relevance: issues associated with the Collegium system 

News: The Union Law Minister Kiren Rijiju has written to the Chief Justice of India to request 

that the executive be given a role in the appointment process of judges, which now is being 

handled by a Collegium of judges. 

What are some demands of the central government asked in the letter? 

As per the report, the Minister wants the formation of a search-and-evaluation committee, with 

Government representatives. It will suggest names to the collegiums in the High Courts and the 

Supreme Court for appointments. 

Government is also demanding for a representative of the Union government in the Supreme 

Court collegium, and a state government’s representative in the High Court collegiums. 

Moreover, the Law Minister has repeatedly been highlighting the flaws of the collegium system. 

What has been the stand of court regarding the demand of the government? 

The Court has earlier said that the government at any time can come up with law which is 

more transparent, independent and establishes a neutral mechanism in the appointment of 

judges and which does not affect the independence of the judiciary. 

Till a new law comes, the government has to abide by the law of the land, that is, the present 

system of appointments through the Collegium. 

What can be the course of action? 

The government has often tried to delay the appointment of judges by deliberately delaying action 

on recommendations; ignoring reiterated names even after multiple reconsiderations; and 

carrying on a campaign to delegitimise the institution. 

However, this is not acceptable as each and every democratic institution has its boundary and 

limitation under which it functions. 

Therefore, a system of checks and balances that prevents any one branch gaining the upper 

hand is essential for democratic functioning. 
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18. Check, do not cross – Government should work towards systemic reform; not attack the 

judiciary 

Source: The post is based on the article “Check, do not cross – Government should work 

towards systemic reform; not attack the judiciary” published in The Hindu on 19th 

January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS 2 – Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary. 

Relevance: About the process of appointing judges. 

News: Recently, Union Minister for Law and Justice has written to the Chief Justice of India (CJI) 

“suggesting” that a nominee of the government should be included in the collegium that makes 

recommendations for the appointment of judges. 

The Minister also wants the formation of a search-and-evaluation committee, with Government 

representatives, to suggest names to the collegiums in the High Courts and the Supreme Court 

for appointments. 

Read more: MoP for the appointment of judges: Law Minister’s suggestion to CJI on 

appointment of judges: The context and background, explained 

Why does the government want to change the process of appointing judges? 

Ever since the formation of the National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) Act, the 

government wants to be part of selecting judges. But the 2015 judgment of a Constitution Bench 

struck down the formation of a National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC). 

Since then, the government is frequently questioning the collegium system by highlighting some 

of its acknowledged flaws. Further, the government also doing  a) deliberately delaying action on 

recommendations; b) ignoring reiterated names even after multiple reconsiderations; and c) 

carrying on a campaign to delegitimise the institution. 

What should be done? 

The Collegium system needs reform. This can be done by infusing more transparency and 

independency in the process by making a fresh legislative effort to establish a neutral 

mechanism. 

A system of checks and balances that prevents any one branch gaining the upper hand is 

essential for democratic functioning. 

 

19. Judging a decade of the POCSO Act 

Source– The post is based on the article “Judging a decade of the POCSO Act” published in 

The Hindu on 20th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS2- Vulnerable sections of population. GS1- Social empowerment 

Relevance– Issues related to crime against children and adolescents 

News– The article explains the working of POCSO Act in India and issues faced in implementing 

its provisions. 

What is the POCSO Act? 

It was enacted in consequence to India’s ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of the 

Child in 1992. The aim of this special law is to address offences of sexual exploitation and 

sexual abuse of children. 

What are some positive points about the POCSO Act? 

A significant feature of the POCSO Act is its gender-neutral nature. In Chhattisgarh, male child 

victims accounted for about eight in every 1,000 POCSO cases. 

There is sufficient general awareness about reporting of cases of sexual exploitation of children 

by individuals and institutions. Non-reporting has been made a specific offence under the 

POCSO Act. 
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The storage of child pornography material has been made a new offence. 

The offence of ‘sexual assault’ has been defined in explicit terms unlike an abstract definition 

of ‘outraging modesty of a woman’ in the Indian Penal Code. 

What are the issues related to implementation of the POCSO Act? 

Investigation– A large part of the investigation of offences under the Act is still guided by the 

CrPC. 

The POCSO Act provides for recording the statement of the victim by a woman sub-inspector at 

the child’s residence or place of choice. But it is practically impossible to comply with this 

provision when the number of women in the police force is just 10%. 

There is a provision to record statements using audio-video means. Supreme Court in Shafhi 

Mohammad vs The State of Himachal Pradesh case emphasised on the need for preserving 

the scene of crime of heinous offences using audio-video means. 

But, there is absence of proper infrastructure to ensure the integrity of electronic evidence. 

Therefore, admissibility of evidence recorded using any audio-video means will always remain 

a challenge. 

Another provision mandates the recording of the statement of the female victim by a judicial 

magistrate. Such statements are recorded in most cases. But, judicial magistrates are neither 

called for cross-examination during trial nor are those who retract their statement punished. 

In such a scenario, such statements get nullified. 

The medical examination of a girl child is conducted by a female doctor. But, there are instances 

where the banned two-finger test is still in use. Infrastructure of FSL is in poor condition. 

Many cases have a charge sheet without an accompanying FSL report. 

Age determination– The age determination of a juvenile accused of crime is guided by the 

Juvenile Justice Act. No such provision exists under the POCSO Act for juvenile victims. The 

investigating officers (IOs) continue to rely on the date of birth recorded in school admission-

withdrawal registers. 

In most cases, parents  are not able to defend in the court. Age estimation based on medical 

opinion is generally so wide in scope that in most cases minors are proved to be major. Thus, 

the POCSO Act has made no difference in investigation when it comes to proving juvenility. 

Period of investigation– The time mandated to complete investigation of rape is two months. 

It has resulted in two significant changes on the field. One, there is much pressure on the IOs 

to submit a charge sheet in two months irrespective of the stage of the investigation. 

The IOs do not want to invite internal punishment as the Ministry of Home Affairs supervises 

POCSO cases through the CCTNS and State police headquarters. Thus, the focus is largely on 

completion of investigation in two months irrespective of quality. 

Second, if a charge sheet was not put up in 90 days of the arrest of the accused, the accused 

is granted bail. Now, when a charge sheet is put up in 60 days of the FIR, the accused may seek 

bail immediately after the filing of the charge sheet. Thus the accused gets the benefit of 

completing an investigation in a shorter time. 

The POCSO Act provides that the court shall presume that the accused has committed the 

offence. However, no such presumption is taken up by the court during trial. 
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20. Sexual harassment allegations made by women wrestlers: Wrestle with this 

Source– The post is based on the article “Sexual harassment allegations made by women 

wrestlers: Wrestle with this” published in The Indian Express on 20th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS2- Government policies and interventions 

Relevance– Issues related to sports 

News– The article explains the issues of sexual exploitation of sports women by people holding 

important positions in sports administration. 

Recently, some sportswomen levelled charges of sexual harassment against President of 

Wrestling Federation of India. 

What are issues faced in ensuring justice for sports women who face sexual exploitation 

from people in sports administration? 

Indian sport is characterised by a dangerous combination of political nexus and male 

domination of positions of power. The authorities are taking advantage of their political 

might. 

It is not easy to fight against the powerful political appointees and those who operate in their 

patronage. Most women athletes who raise their voice are forced to give up their careers. 

The women sportsperson who have put their lives often does not have any second professional 

option as back-up and have little familial support. It makes them more vulnerable to 

exploitation at the hands of corrupt officials. 

Redressal and grievance provisions for taking up the complaints of sports women have been 

absolutely ineffective. They have instilled zero confidence in women to come out and report 

their abuse. 

There is victim blaming and shaming by the accused. Their political machinery combined 

with the social stigma associated with cases of sexual abuse make it extremely difficult for a 

lone victim to fight entire apparatus. 

One important case is tennis player Ruchika Girhotra from 1990 who dared to raise her voice 

against the then president of tennis federation and IG Haryana Police. 

What is the way forward to ensure justice for sportswomen who face sexual exploitation? 

There is an immediate need to formulate an effective legal process that needs to be followed in 

cases of harassment of women sportspersons. 

Committees against sexual harassment must be constituted at all sports’ departments, 

federations and government sports bodies right till the highest levels. 

If due processes are not followed, the authorities must be held accountable. 

It is incumbent on people of this country to show solidarity towards sports women in their tough 

fight 

 

21. The inevitable geopolitical lens in Sri Lanka 

Source– The post is based on the article “The inevitable geopolitical lens in Sri Lanka” 

published in The Hindu on 20th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS2- India and neighbourhood- Relations 

Relevance– Trade and economic relationship with Sri Lanka 

News– The article explains the status of Sri Lankan relationship with India and China. It also 

explains the official debt owned by Sri Lanka. 

What is the status of Sri Lankan relationship with India and China? 

China is a close partner of Sri Lanka and its largest bilateral creditor. At The end of 2021, the 

island owed about $7.4 billion or 19.6% of its outstanding public debt to China. It is called the 

“Chinese debt trap”. 
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India is Sri Lanka’s closest neighbour with shared history and geography. It is Sri Lanka’s 

third largest bilateral lender after Japan and a key development partner. 

Last year, India extended nearly $4 billion to Sri Lanka to help mitigate its crisis. Prior to 2022, 

Sri Lanka owed just under a billion dollars to India. 

What is the reality of official debt owned by Sri Lanka? 

The “Chinese debt trap” narrative is irresistible. It owes a huge sum to a very powerful partner. 

Sri Lanka debt trap is not necessarily Chinese. 

The largest chunk of Sri Lanka’s foreign debt is owed to Western, private creditors holding 

International Sovereign Bonds. 

What is the way forward for the narrative on official debt owned by Sri Lanka? 

There is a need for public scrutiny of official debt. It is required to access information fiercely 

guarded by the establishment. 

People should know about the rates of lending, period of the loan,the expenditure of borrowed 

money, and consequences of not repaying the debt. 

Projects should not merely be seen as Indian, or Chinese assisted. They need to be evaluated on 

the basis of their development potential for people. 

 

22. Maldives polls, India’s concerns 

Source: The post is based on an article “Maldives polls, India’s concerns” published in The 

Indian Express on 20th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS 2 – International Relations 

Relevance: India-Maldives relations 

News: India’s External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar visited Maldives earlier this week and met 

country’s President Ibrahim Solih. The article discusses the current development in India and 

Maldives bilateral relations. 

What are the developments made between the two nations? 

1. Jaishankar and Maldives President participated in the groundbreaking ceremony of 

an international airport being developed by India at Hanimadhoo in Haaa Dahaalu atoll. 

They also signed three MoUs, including on a proposed collaboration between Cochin University 

and the Maldives National University, and a $100 million grant for “high impact community 

development” projects. 

Jaishankar handed over two sea ambulances to the Maldives Defence Ministry. He also 

distributed books at a pre-school in Manadhoo. 

Jaishankar along with his counterpart inaugurated an India-funded community centre in the 

Foakaidhoo island. 

Discussions were also made with a focus on development cooperation, capacity building and 

people-to-people ties. 

Moreover, India’s Neighbourhood First and SAGAR policies have helped in the improvement 

of ties between the two nations. Maldives is also a part of the India-driven Colombo Security 

Conclave.  

Further, Maldives foreign policy focuses on India First but it also focuses on improving ties with 

China which might be of concern for India. 

What is the significance of international airport being developed by India at Hanimadhoo 

in Haaa Dahaalu atoll? 

The development of the airport will be executed by the Indian company JMC Projects Ltd. It 

has been financed by a line of credit to the Maldives from India’s Exim Bank.  
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The airport is expected to help bring in more tourists to the northern areas of the Maldives 

as tourism is an important economic activity of Maldives. 

This is the second biggest infra project that India has begun in recent months after the 

Greater Male Connectivity project, that aims to link the Maldives capital to three neighbouring 

highlands with a bridge and causeway over the sea. 

These two projects are important for India to check China’s presence in the nation as it has 

developed Male-Hulumale-Hulhule bridge and the Hulumale airport. 

 

23. ASER 2022 findings – ASER report has significant pointers on reversing post-pandemic 

educational losses 

Source: The post is based on the following articles 

“Flip the page to the chapter on middle schoolchildren” published in The Hindu on 20th 

January 2023. 

“ASER report has significant pointers on reversing post-pandemic educational losses” 

published in the Indian Express on 20th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS 2 – Issues relating to the development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Education. 

Relevance: About the recent ASER findings in 2022. 

News: Recently, the Annual Status of Education Report(ASER) 2022 was released by Pratham, a 

non-governmental organization. This is the first nationwide ASER survey in four years. 

What are the key findings of ASER 2022 findings? 

Read here: ASER 2022: ASER Report flags widening learning gaps 

Note: The assessment is done one on one with each sampled child in the household. The child is 

marked at the highest level that she/he can comfortably reach. The same tasks are used for all 

children aged 5 years to 16 years. 

What are the advantages of the Indian education system as per ASER 2022 findings? 

In 2018, the all-India rural enrolment figure for the age group 6-14 years was 97.2%. In ASER 

2022 data, this is now 98.4%. This means that a) More students can benefit from schooling for 

longer, sustained periods, b) The proportion of out-of-school girls has fallen to 2%, c) Completion 

of the entire cycle of eight years of schooling for 25 million students is a significant achievement, 

and d) Most schools — even in rural areas — “attempted to keep learning going with digital 

resources. 

A comparative analysis of learning outcomes during the pandemic and post-pandemic years in 

West Bengal, Karnataka and Chhattisgarh highlights a) States have reversed their learning losses 

significantly in 2022, 

What are the key concerns associated with the Indian education system as per ASER 2022 

findings? 

-More and more students going through middle school and attending secondary schools. So, 

there is increased competition for post-secondary opportunities. 

-Acute examination stress, grade inflation in school-leaving examinations, difficulties in 

gaining admission into college, and lack of appropriate jobs for many school-leavers are all 

consequences of high enrolment and completion rates. 

–Low levels of reading and arithmetic skills among children: ASER evidence suggests that 

basic learning levels of middle school children have remained low and stagnant for over a decade. 

The “value” added each year of middle school is small. 

Unless children have strong foundational skills, they cannot acquire higher level skills or develop 

advanced content knowledge. 
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What are the reasons highlighted by ASER 2022 for the dismal performance of the Indian 

education system? 

Firstly, an “overambitious” curriculum and the linear age-grade organisational structure of 

Indian schools result in a vast majority of children getting “left behind” early in their school 

career. 

Secondly, low motivation to learn and a lack of self-confidence are also a reason for dismal 

performance. 

Thirdly, our school system is driven by preparations for Board examinations. Academic content 

transacted in schools does not mean that the students are ready for college. Further, a college 

degree is neither relevant nor possible for most students who finish secondary school. 

What should be done to improve the Indian education system? 

It is time to rethink and rework children’s educational plans once they grow past the 

foundational stage of schooling to fulfil the National Education Policy targets and NIPUN Bharat 

missions. 

Middle school children urgently need support for learning recovery and “catch up”. 

Empowering teachers and reaching out to students in their homes can significantly improve 

learning outcomes. 

Overall, India needs to frame a system that synergises the roles of the home and classroom is 

the key to improving the Indian educational system. 

 

24. A detached approach is crucial for a uniform civil code 

Source: The post is based on the article “A detached approach is crucial for a uniform civil 

code” published in the Livemint on 20th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS 2 – Indian Constitution—significant provisions and basic structure. 

Relevance: About Uniform Civil Code (UCC). 

News: Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in India can be taken into consideration in India only after 

addressing a slew of concerns. 

What is Uniform Civil Code (UCC)? 

Read here: Explained | The Uniform Civil Code 

A UCC envisions an exhaustive and comprehensive statute of personal laws that will govern 

Indian society uniformly on issues relating to marriage, maintenance, succession, guardianship, 

adoption and other related matters. It would encourage joint proprietorship over all benefits 

obtained by spouses and aim to protect vulnerable sections of society as envisaged by Ambedkar. 

What are the status and judicial views on UCC in India? 

Must Read: The Debate on Uniform Civil Code – Explained, pointwise 

What is the view of the constituent Assembly on UCC? 

The Constituent Assembly was also divided over a UCC. 

Those who believed that the state and religion were of no concern to each other called for the 

inclusion of a UCC under fundamental rights. They argued that different personal laws drawn 

from religious belief would split the state into watertight compartments and result in multiplicity 

of laws. 

Others argued that the individual right to choice of a personal code should be a fundamental 

one. 

Finally, the fundamental rights sub-committee categorized a UCC as a directive principle. 

They followed Ambedkar’s equal-respect idea of secularism, granting religious liberty to all 

communities. 
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What are the benefits of implementing UCC? 

If implemented well, the UCC would promise a) communal peace, b) national integration, c) equal 

treatment of and rights for women in inheritance and divorce, d) consistent marriage and divorce 

norms, among other benefits. 

Overall, the UCC will address all loopholes arising out of variegated personal laws by simplifying 

the code and offering a coherent legal system. 

What should be done to implement UCC? 

A one-size-fits-all approach may have worked for countries like Italy, the US and UK, but such 

policies might not work well in a country that is as diverse in its practices as India. 

So, to implement it, India needs clear drafting of UCC’s details. This might help to scrutinize the 

issue from a detached perspective and address it in a phased manner. 

 

25. There is hardly any autonomy at the panchayat level 

Source– The post is based on the article “There is hardly any autonomy at the panchayat 

level” published in The Hindu on 21th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS2- Devolution of Powers and Finances up to Local Levels and Challenges Therein 

Relevance– Issues related to implementation of 73rd and 74th amendment act 

News– The article explains the issue of state government control over functioning of panchayats. 

Recently, an up-sarpanch in Telangana’s committed suicide due to indebtedness. He had taken 

out a loan to undertake development works in the village and was unable to pay after the State 

government’s inordinate delay in releasing bill payments. 

How State governments exercise considerable discretionary authority and influence over 

panchayats? 

Issue of funding– Gram panchayats remain fiscally dependent on grants from the State and the 

Centre for everyday activities. Broadly, panchayats have three main sources of funds — their 

own sources of revenue, grants in aid, and discretionary or scheme-based funds. 

Their own sources of revenue constitute a tiny proportion of overall panchayat funds. In 

Telangana, less than a quarter of a panchayat’s revenue comes from its own sources of revenue. 

Further, access to discretionary grants for panchayats remains dependent on political and 

bureaucratic connections. 

Even when higher levels of government allocate funds to local governments, sarpanchs need help 

in accessing them. An inordinate delay in transferring approved funds to panchayat accounts 

stalls local development. 

There are also severe constraints on panchayats for using the funds allocated to them. State 

governments often impose spending limits on various expenditures through panchayat funds. 

In almost all States, there is a system of double authorisation for spending panchayat funds. 

Apart from sarpanchs, disbursal of payments requires bureaucratic concurrence. 

Interference of higher authorities– State governments also bind local governments’ through 

the local bureaucracy. Approval for public works projects often requires technical approval from 

the engineering department and administrative approval from local officials of the rural 

development department. 

Higher-level politicians and bureaucrats often intervene in selecting beneficiaries for government 

programmes and limiting the power of sarpanches further. 

Sarpanchs need to have good relationships with politicians and local bureaucrats if they want 

access to discretionary resources, timely disbursement of funds. 

The ability of sarpanches to exercise administrative control over local employees is also 

limited. In many States, the recruitment of local functionaries is conducted at the district or 
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block level. Often the sarpanch does not even have the power to dismiss these local-level 

employees. 

Dismissal process– Sarpanchs can be dismissed while in office. Gram Panchayat Acts in many 

States have empowered district-level bureaucrats, mostly district Collectors, to act against 

sarpanchs for official misconduct. 

Across the country, there are regular instances of bureaucrats deciding to dismiss sarpanchs 

from office. In Telangana, more than 100 sarpanchs have been dismissed from office in recent 

years. 

 

26. Appointments, Disappointments – on SC collegium 

Source: The post is based on an article “Appointments, Disappointments” published in The 
Times of India and “SC Collegium’s move to go public on government’s objections to its 

nominees is welcome but selective” published in The Indian Express on 21st January 

2023. 
Syllabus: GS 2 – Governance 

Relevance: concerns with the appointment of judges 

News: The article discusses the lacunae in the appointment of judges and measures needed to 

resolve it. 

What are the different problems with the appointment of judges in the Courts? 

Amongst other criteria, judges of the SC or HC are also appointed on the basis of region, 

religion, caste and gender.  

Further, it has also been seen that the chances of those people for appointment increases who 

have better political connections or their relatives are already judges. At times, the religion 

of the person is also misused for the appointment. 

This concern was also highlighted in the 80th report in 1979 by the Law Commission. The 

report said wrong appointments of judges have affected the image of courts. They have also 

undermined the confidence of the people in the courts. 

The report further said that a person appointed not on merit but because of favouritism or other 

considerations can hardly have respect for the bar and can hardly give proper judgements. 

The Law Commission in its 230th Report (2009) said for the HCs that it appears that this 

high office is patronised. 

A person, whose near relation or well-wisher is or had been a judge in the higher courts or is a 

senior advocate or is a political high-up, stands a better chance of elevation. 

What are other concerns with the appointment of judges? 

The appointment of judges is done through the Collegium system. This system is not 

transparent and there are hardly any reasons provided behind the selection or rejection of the 

names by the Collegium. 

However, the Collegium of the SC has recently taken a transparent decision though providing 

reasons to reiterate its recommendation on the appointment of five advocates as high court 

judges, and has gone public for both its reiteration and the government’s objection. 

What can be the source of action? 

SC should not only be transparent for a few names but it must make public its recommendations 

and its reasoned response to government objections on all names. 

It must also provide reasons for why it did not reiterate some of the names the government 

rejected, and why it changed its mind on some of the names that it rejected which the government 

sent back on for its reconsideration. 

Therefore, bringing transparency in the appointment, selection, and rejection of the judges is 

needed for the democratic institution like the courts to work efficiently. 
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General Studies - 3 

1. Asia’s prospects: Status quo or a rougher ride? 

Source: The post is based on the article “Asia’s prospects: Status quo or a rougher ride?” 

published in Business Standard on 16th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS 3 – Economy 

Relevance: Development model in Asia and issues associated with it. 

News: The article discusses the prevailing Asia’s development model and the problems associated 

with it. 

What are the features of Asia’s development model? 

Asia’s development model is mainly based on – a) the way in which governments have used 

industrial policy to help new sectors and businesses develop, b) government’s reliance on 

business groups which is mostly absent in the advanced economies. 

However, such reliance on business groups has negative consequences for the economy. 

What are the issues with reliance on business groups? 

Business groups and politicians both rely on each other for their mutual benefits. 

For example, businesses protect politicians from competitors, provide them with cheap loans, 

subsidies, and public-sector contracts whereas politicians provide support through state-led 

initiatives, etc. 

However, the problem with such business groups is that the market power is accumulated in 

few hands. 

This power allows them to control the economy of a nation because of their large share in the 

economy. For example, the revenues of the largest 10 businesses account for around 15 percent 

of gross domestic product (GDP) in India and China. 

Further, businesses having connections with politicians do not allow the way for new businesses 

to come up in the market. Thus, it decreases the competition. 

This decrease in competition withholds productivity growth and limits the number of high-

quality jobs.  

It also limits the scope of innovation in any economy as resources are controlled by few and 

those companies which are good at innovation are unable to access the resources. 

It further leads to accumulation of wealth in few hands along with capturing a large amount 

of economic territory of a nation. 

Therefore, these kinds of connections between the politicians and business groups make other 

businesses and entrepreneurs unable to compete with large business groups along with workers 

unable to get good jobs. 

What steps can be taken to improve these connections? 

First, it will require a strict policy for the transformation. For example, the US under Franklin 

Roosevelt in the 1930s addressed the problem of business groups by prohibiting families 

acquiring the businesses and related-party transactions while enhancing protection for minority 

shareholders. 

Second, coming up with additional tax on the ownership format can also be an effective incentive 

to change. For example, South Korea has introduced a high inheritance tax which aims to limit 

family control across generations. 

Third, there is the need to limit the scope for politicians to benefits their business connections 

by bringing greater transparency and the strengthening of civil society. 
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2. Share, Don’t Gag – on land subsidence in Joshimath 

Source: This post is created based on the article “Share, Don’t Gag”, published in The Times 

of India on 16th January, 2022. 

Syllabus Topic: GS Paper 3, Disaster Management 

News: The National Disaster Management Authority has ordered government institutions and 

officials to not share any information about land subsidence in Joshimath. 

The order will stay in force till the final report of NDMA’s expert group is submitted. 

The order is followed by the satellite report of ISRO that indicates subsidence of about 9 cm in 

seven months. 

NDMA’s gag order is the second such instance in the recent past. A few weeks back ICAR issued 

a similar one for GM mustard. 

What are the issues with restricting the information low? 

First, NDMA’s report will come after a long time. The information vacuum left by the government 

will be filled by sources that can be untrue. 

Second, satellite pictures of the region are not limited to ISRO’s, and plenty of foreign scientists 

are working on the Joshimath subsidence. 

Third, global experience of Covid teaches us that stringent restrictions on the information flow 

is self-defeating. 

Fourth, debates and disagreements expand the boundaries of knowledge and restricting 

information and debate trigger suspicion. 

 

3. India, Qatar and the continuing saga of eight detained ex-Indian Navy officers 

Source: This post is created based on the article “India, Qatar and the continuing saga of 

eight detained ex-Indian Navy officers”, published in Indian Express on 16th January, 2022. 

Syllabus Topic: GS Paper 3, Disaster Management 

News: Eight retired Indian Navy personnel were arrested by Qatari authorities in August. They 

have been in imprisonment for 127 days in Doha on Saturday (January 14). Each has been kept 

in solitary confinement for the whole period of four and a half months. 

What are the accusations against navy personnel? 

Is it reported that most of the arrested men had been working at Dahra for four to six years at 

the time of their arrests. The men were arrested by the State Security Bureau, the Qatari 

intelligence agency in Sep, 2022. 

Although, the charges against the men have not been made public, but their solitary confinement 

has led to speculation that they have been detained in connection with a security-related offence. 

Neither family members, nor MEA officials are informed of the charges against them. 

India and Qatar friendly ties 

After the Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s visit in November 2008, the relations between both 

countries are improving. 

In 2021, India was among the top four export destinations for Qatar, and is also among the top 

three sources of Qatar’s imports. The bilateral trade is valued at $15 billion, which is mostly LNG 

and LPG exports from Qatar worth over $13 billion. 

Defence co-operation signed in 2008, has been officially described as a “pillar” of Indian-Qatar 

ties. The pact included training of the QENF by India, as well as mutual visits. 

QENF delegations participated in two maritime exercises in India last year 

Last year, the two sides agreed to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the establishment of 

diplomatic relations in 2023. 

Challenges in India Qatar relations 
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First, recently, comments of one of the spokes persons of India’s ruling party, against Prophet 

sparked the controversy and Qatar demanded a public apology from India. The controversy was 

resolved after party sacked the spokesperson. 

Second, the jailing of the eight ex-Navy personnel is the second big challenge. 800,000 Indians 

live and work in Qatar. India’s inability to resolve the issue quickly is sending wrong signal. 

Third, there is an agreement between India and Qatar on the transfer of convicted prisoners to 

India, to serve their sentence. However, this case is still in the pre-trial stage and no charges 

have been framed against them yet. 

Fourth, the softly approach by the government in this case is a shift from the approach of the 

late Sushma Swaraj. She made the welfare of Indians abroad her priority by reaching out 

personally to those in trouble or their families, including sending an air ambulance for a health 

emergency. 

Fifth, in November 2019, then Southern Navy Command chief Rear Admiral R J Nadkarni told 

a meeting of an ex-sailors’ forum in Kochi that the Navy had taken measures to provide 

placement opportunities for retired personnel. He informed the meeting that MoU had been 

signed with the Qatar Navy in this regard. There would be more such agreements with other 

friendly nations. This incident will hinder the progress of this approach. 

 

4. MV Ganga Vilas: A welcome push for riverine tourism 

Source– The post is based on the article “MV Ganga Vilas: A welcome push for riverine 

tourism” published in The Indian Express on 16th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS3- Economy 

Relevance– Issues related to tourism sector 

News– The article explains the potential of riverine tourism in India. 

Recently, the Prime Minister launched the MV Ganga Vilas from Varanasi. 

What are some facts about MV Ganga Vilas? 

The luxury 51-day cruise will be operated in partnership with private players by the Inland 

Waterways Authority. 

It will traverse several states, two countries and make stops at about 50 tourist and heritage 

sites along the Ganga and Brahmaputra river systems. 

It will generate employment for people living in these states. 

What is the way forward to ensure sustainable growth in riverine tourism? 

The employment generation must go hand-in-hand with ecological repair. 

Issues of silting and pollution must be addressed by the government to realise its goal to 

increase cruise passenger traffic. 

Sustainable growth is possible if it involves local communities. 

There is huge potential for expansion of larger, luxury liners, riverine tourism. But, the 

expansion must take into account the best practices from around India and the world. Also, 

smaller vessels may pose less of an ecological challenge. 
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5. Why the government ought not to intervene with Amul 

Source– The post is based on the article “Why the government ought not to intervene with 

Amul” published in The Indian Express on 16th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS3- Marketing of Agricultural Produce and Issues and Related Constraints 

Relevance– Marketing of animal husbandry products 

News– The article explains the difference between cooperative and company. It tells about 

Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation and reasons for its success. It also raises 

question marks on Sodhi’s recent exit as MD of GCMMF. 

What is the difference between cooperative and companies? 

Companies– They are investor-owned entities. They exist primarily to maximise their return 

on capital. The investors main goal is capital appreciation and the highest possible price for the 

shares. 

Cooperatives– They are organisations owned by members. They could be producers or 

consumers. These members may own shares. But, they value the cooperative mainly for the 

services provided by them. 

Success in this case does not depend on earnings per share. But the procurement price of 

produce and the timeliness of payment or the provision of quality cattle feed, farm extension 

and animal healthcare support, fertilisers and credit at least cost decides the success of the 

venture. 

What is Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation and how it has benefited the 

farmers of Gujarat? 

It is apex organisation of dairy cooperatives in Gujarat. It is owned by 36.4 lakh farmers 

pouring milk to 18,154 village-level societies across the state. 

Between 2001-02 and 2021-22, GCMMF’s sales turnover rose from Rs 2,336 crore to Rs 46,481 

crore. 

In the last 20 years, the average procurement price paid to producers by GCMMF has gone up 

from Rs 184 to Rs 820 per kg of fat. 

The producer’s share is over 80% in the price paid by consumers. It means farmers are getting 

the highest possible share in the consumer rupee. 

What are the main reasons behind the success of Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing 

Federation? 

The main reason is professional management. The Amul organisational model has been based 

on an elected board of directors. They operate through a chief executive and his team, which 

include marketing and finance professionals, project engineers, veterinarians, agronomists and 

nutritionists. 

This model has made GCMMF different from other state dairy cooperative federations. Their 

managing directors are usually IAS officers. They report to secretaries of animal husbandry and 

dairying departments. It makes boards and their managers non-accountable to farmers. 

Why is the recent exit of the current MD raises some disturbing questions? 

There is a long established tradition that political calculations will not impact the business 

operations of the cooperative. 

There were reports that the decision to remove him was taken at a political level. It reduces 

GCMMF to a government departmental undertaking and with a board that’s neither 

independent nor accountable to farmers 

During his 12 years as MD, GCMMF’s turnover went up nearly six times. The federation also 

began procuring from farmers in other states. 
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6. Why is Kerala opposing the new Electricity Rules? 

Source– The post is based on the article “Why is Kerala opposing the new Electricity 

Rules?” published in The Hindu on 17th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS3- Infrastructure: Energy 

Relevance– Issues related to electricity sector 

News– The article explains the recently released gazette notification on the Electricity 

(Amendment) Rules, 2022. 

Kerala had fiercely objected to Rule 14. 

What are the new rules? 

The Centre introduced the Electricity (Amendment) Rules, 2022, to amend the Electricity 

Rules, 2005. 

Rule 14 of the Rules requires the State electricity regulatory commission to specify a price 

adjustment formula. It will automatically pass on the costs through the consumer tariff on a 

monthly basis. It will be done without going through the regulatory approval process. 

What has been Kerala’s stand? 

It has argued that giving Discoms the freedom to automatically pass on the costs through the 

electricity bill endangers consumer interests. 

The amendment will lead to an unstable pricing situation in the power sector, akin to that of 

petrol and diesel prices. Consumers would be subjected to frequent price fluctuations. 

The crucial role played by the State Electricity Commission in fixing the surcharge would get 

diluted. 

What is the role of the regulator? 

Until now, KSEB filed a petition for collecting the thermal fuel surcharge from the Kerala State 

Electricity Regulatory Commission on a quarterly basis. 

Kerala produces only 30% of its electricity demand within its borders. The power purchase 

expenditure, especially during the summer months is quite substantial because of increasing 

demand. 

In the normal course of things, the Commission finalises a decision on the KSEB plea after 

holding a public hearing. According to the State government, doing away with this prudence 

check would impact the general public. 

 

7. Five priorities for India Inc could help us reach ahead of the curve 

Source: The post is based on an article “Five priorities for India Inc could help us reach 

ahead of the curve” published in Live Mint on 17th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS 3 – Economy 

Relevance: priorities need to be adopted by Indian private companies to make India a 

global leader 

News: The article discusses the priorities which Indian private sector should have in order to 

make India the leader in the global economy. 

What are the priorities which Indian private companies should focus on? 

Take sustainability seriously: According to a McKinsey report, effective decarbonization would 

require India to spend $7.2 trillion on green initiatives. 

This is a big amount but it would also offer an opportunity to build sustainably from the start as 

around 75% of the industrial capacity that will exist in India in 2050 is not yet built. 

Moreover, businesses have the opportunity to become global leaders in areas such as green steel, 

hydrogen, carbon capture and clean tech because these all are at a nascent stage. 
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Further, India is a major exporter of two- and three-wheeled vehicles. So, it could also use 

this position to lead the change to electric vehicles (EVs). 

Effective capital spending strategies: In recent years, most capital expenditure (capex) in India 

has been driven by government spending and by public-sector companies. 

However, there has been low growth in net fixed assets along with little growth in the 

productive base of many large companies. 

Therefore, companies that have proper spending plans can execute capex projects faster and 

more cost-effectively, positioning themselves for sustained growth. 

Increase in innovation: India has improved its ranking from 81st in the 2015 Global 

Innovation Index to 40th in 2022.  However, there is room for even more improvement. 

Indian companies account for less than 40% of total research and development (R&D) 

spending compared to more than 65% of large economies. 

Therefore, Indian companies can examine themselves and learn their ‘innovation quotient’ (IQ), 

which evaluates their readiness, strengths and execution capabilities. 

Further, large manufacturers could incentivize innovation among their suppliers by offering 

grants for breakthrough innovations. 

Companies could also work together to create innovation clusters or economic hubs where 

capital, expertise and talent collaborate on nascent technologies. 

Build digital technology capabilities: The global tech services market is expected to grow about 

5% annually in the coming years. India’s digital consumer sector is also growing fast and India’s 

consumer digital economy could be a $1 trillion market in just a few years. 

One of the efforts taken by the government is by bringing Open Network for Digital Commerce. 

It may help by cutting costs and enhancing interoperability. However, it will be upon businesses 

to make e-commerce and digitization a reality for most Indians. 

Further, there is a need to re-skill workers in traditional tech services and take advantage 

of new opportunities. Creating industry-wide skills and certification would be of help. 

Recognize that resilience and growth go together: Indian companies can strengthen their 

resilience by building stronger relationships with suppliers and localizing operations along with 

focusing on growth. 

There is a need to build partnerships that prepare comapnies to address disruptions, such 

as energy security, cyber shocks and weather events. 

Further, business leaders can build positions that would enable them to take advantage of new 

and emerging opportunities. 

India could also use its low labour costs and manufacturing expertise to capture up to $1.2 

trillion in global trade flows by 2030. 

 

8. Social equaliser – While promoting digital payments, care is needed to guard against cyber 

threats 

Source: The post is based on the article “Social equaliser – While promoting digital 

payments, care is needed to guard against cyber threats” published in The Hindu on 17th 

January 2023 

Syllabus: GS 3 – Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization, of resources, 

growth, development and employment. 

Relevance: About initiatives to promote digital payments. 

News: The Union Cabinet has recently earmarked ₹2,600 crores for providing banks with an 

incentive to promote digital payments. This has focused attention to broaden and deepen 

alternatives to the most widely accepted method of payment worldwide, cash. 
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About the recent push to promote digital payments 

Read more: Centre earmarks ₹2,600 crore as incentive for banks to promote digital 

payments 

What are the other measures that promote digital payments? 

National Payments Corporation of India and its Unified Payments Interface (UPI): It 

functions as a lynchpin transaction enabler. The December 2022 transaction was a 71% jump 

in volume and a 55% increase in value from a year earlier, the UPI volume last month was close 

to 54 times the transactions in December 2017, and a staggering 98.6-fold of the value seen five 

years earlier. 

Indigenous RuPay credit and debit cards: These indigenous initiatives does not require 

Merchant Discount Rate (MDR), thus benefiting Indian banks. 

Role of private financial technology or fintech firms: They offer tailor-made digital 

applications. Big technology and social media companies have also added digital payments to 

enhance their core offerings. 

What is the need to promote digital payments? 

-The Reserve Bank of India’s ‘Payments Vision 2025’ document observes that ‘payment systems 

foster economic development and financial stability’ while supporting financial inclusion. 

-The rapid and widespread adoption of digital payment methods, coupled with steps to bring 

more people into the banking system’s fold, has significantly helped cut the reliance on cash 

for low-value transactions, especially in metros and cities. 

Read more: UPI and Digital Payments in India – Explained, pointwise 

What should be done to further promote digital payments? 

Policymakers need to urgently ring-fence the wealth of individual spending data being 

generated and constantly enhance security to safeguard the payments system from 

cyberthreats. 

 

9. Cleaning up FCI’s operations 

Source: The post is based on an article “Cleaning up FCI’s operations” published in 

Business Standard on 18th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS 3 – Issues Related to Development 

Relevance: measures required to bring reforms in Food Corporation of India (FCI).  

News: CBI carried out “Operation Kanak” that revealed the corruption in Food Corporation of 

India (FCI). 

What is the issue with the FCI and what has been the response of the government? 

The FIR filed by the CBI reveals that FCI officials charged between Rs 1,000 and Rs 4,000 per 

truckload from rice millers for accepting substandard grains and extending other favours to 

them. 

The nexus, involving FCI officials, private grain traders, rice millers, and various others, has been 

revealed through raids. 

Food and Public Distribution Minister Piyush Goyal called it a “wake-up call” and also urged to 

follow the “zero tolerance policy for corruption” in the FCI. 

However, there are views that there might be more corruption involved in the FCI, given its scale 

of operation. Therefore, there is a need to bring reform in the FCI. 

What reforms are required in the functioning of FCI? 

There is a need to bring strict vigilance and use of technology in FCI operations and making 

its functioning fully transparent. 
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The suggestion given by the food minister in a five-point agenda such as the use of 

transparency-oriented technology, including CCTV, in the entire chain of operations, from 

procurement to delivery, can be inculcated. 

There is also a need to set up a grievance redress mechanism for those who have to interact 

directly with FCI functionaries. 

However, the urgent need is to carry forward the process of structural and functional reforms 

suggested by the Shanta Kumar Committee. 

One of the recommendations of the committee was the decentralisation of the food 

management system by giving greater responsibilities to state governments. 

Most states now produce enough cereals to meet their requirements. So, they can be asked to 

procure, store, and distribute these grains on their own with the supervision of the FCI. 

This would reduce the workload of the FCI, thereby reducing the scope for corruption. 

 

10. A case for reassigning GST to States 

Source– The post is based on the article “A case for reassigning GST to States” published in 

The Hindu on 18th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS3- Indian economy and mobilisation of resources 

Relevance– Issues related to fiscal policy 

News- The article explains the fiscal imbalances between centre and states. It explains the need 

for assigning the entire GST to states. 

What are some facts about GST? 

The Union and State governments concurrently levy GST on commodities with 50% as Central 

GST and 50% as State GST. There is an Integrated GST on inter-State trade, so that 50% of it 

goes to the final destination State. 

The GST is a harmonised tax on commodities across the country. Individual States have little 

power to unilaterally change this tax. The GST Council gives the Union government a veto to 

thrust its preferences on the States. 

What are some statistics and facts about fiscal imbalances between centre and states in 

recent times? 

The simplest empirical measure of vertical fiscal imbalance is the formula- ‘VFI equals one 

minus the ratio of the State’s own revenue to own expenditure’. 

If this VFI ratio is zero, the States have enough own revenue to meet their own expenditure and 

there is no need for financial transfers. 

If we look at the data for all the States over the periods of the last three Finance Commissions, 

the VFI ratio shows an increasing trend. For the latest period of 2015-16 to 2020-21, the ratio 

was 0.530. It means that only 47% of the States’ own expenditure was financed by their own 

revenue in that period. 

In this period, four major changes took place. First, the divisible taxes of the Union government 

expanded from two to all the Union taxes. It enlarged the revenue base to be shared with the 

States. 

Second, fiscal responsibility legislation was implemented to constrain the fiscal deficits of the 

States. States directly borrow from the market subject to limits imposed by the Union 

government. 

Third, the Union Planning Commission was dissolved. It led to the withdrawal of Plan grants. 

Fourth, GST was introduced in 2017. 

These changes have considerably altered the States’ revenue structure. States have little 

revenue autonomy and are more dependent on the Union government. 
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What is the way forward to reduce fiscal imbalances between centre and states? 

CGST and the excise duty on petroleum products should be assigned to the states. There is 

a need to bring all commodities, including petroleum products, under GST. 

The Union government should continue to collect IGST only to settle revenue on a destination 

basis. This will ensure harmonisation of GST across States. 

GST shall continue as a tax determined by the GST Council. However, the veto power of the 

Union government should be removed. This may once again require some constitutional 

amendments. 

Commodity taxation should be moved to State List II of the Seventh Schedule of the 

Constitution, with a rider that harmonisation of commodity taxation should be maintained. 

The tax base of the GST, namely consumption, is not equally distributed among the States. It 

creates horizontal fiscal imbalance among the States. Therefore, the Union government should 

effect equalisation transfers to address this issue of horizontal fiscal inequality. 

What will be the impact of these measures? 

The assignment of excise duty on petroleum products to the States will hasten the process of 

integrating taxes on petroleum products into GST. It will remove the cascading effects of the 

current excise duty on petroleum products. 

The reassignment of tax will increase the tax revenue of the States. This will also improve 

accountability of the States to their people on fiscal matters. 

VFI will come down. All the States’ own expenditure can be financed by their own revenue 

resources. The need for assigning share in Central taxes and grants in aid does not arise. 

 

11. Role of private sector in space: India’s rocket dreams ready for a lift-off 

Source: The post is based on the article “INDIA’S ROCKET DREAMS READY FOR A LIFT-

OFF” published in the Livemint on 18th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS 3 – Achievements of Indians in science & technology. 

Relevance: About the role of the private sector in space. 

News: Barring ISRO, no other organization was building satellites (or rockets) in India in 2008. 

The role of private players has increased manifold since then. 

Though India has a long way to go to catch up with the likes of the US, Russia and China, it is 

an endeavour well begun. 

How has the role of the private sector in space increased since then? 

-Chennai’s SRM University has built the SRMSat. It was designed to address pollution by 

monitoring carbon dioxide and water vapour in the atmosphere. 

Dhruva Space: The company launched Thybolt-1 and Thybolt-2. Now many foreign entities are 

in talks with Dhruva Space to build and launch their satellites. It is a part of India’s space 

odyssey 2.0. 

Agnikul Cosmos: It works to capture a small satellite launch market. It is developing rockets 

fuelled by its patented semi-cryogenic engines and 3-D prints the rockets. 

Digantara: The company wants to address the problem of space debris and has developed an in-

orbit device that will track it. It also plans to launch a constellation of 40 satellites to gather data 

on space junk in low-earth orbit (LEO). 

Pixxel: The company wants to build a constellation of 24 hyper spectral micro satellites 

(launched three demo satellites in 2022), which will act as an “MRI scanner” of Earth. 

They will monitor deforestation, track air and water pollution, check forest biodiversity, as well 

as coastal and marine health apart from changes in the urban landscape. 
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Skyroot Aerospace: Recently, it launched Vikram-S, India’s first private rocket, from Isro’s 

launch facility at Sriharikota. 

Airtel-backed OneWeb is in the process of launching 648 small satellites in LEO mode to provide 

its high-speed satellite internet service. 

Read more: Year-End Review -2022: Department of Space 

What led to an increased role of the private sector in space? 

Indian National Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe): It is the regulatory 

entity facilitating the private sector’s participation in the space industry. 

Ever since its operationalization, over 100 companies have come up in this sector and in 2022 

they raised as much as $110 million, which is more than what private space players had raised 

cumulatively till 2021. 

The success of SpaceX: With its Starlink satellites, SpaceX demonstrated the profit for private 

players. 

Advantages of smaller satellites: Smaller satellites use industry-grade rather than space-grade 

components. Further, these smaller satellites are parked closer to earth, where radiation is lower 

and has a shorter lifespan. Moreover, while an INSAT class satellite will cost at least ₹400 crores, 

smaller satellites can be built for just ₹10 crores. 

Above all, they do not need large launch vehicles such as the PSLV or GSLV, which cost ₹300 

crore and ₹450 crores, respectively. 

Note: According to European Space Agency data, anywhere between 70,000 to 100,000 satellites 

will be launched in the next 15 years and over 80% will be small satellites weighing less than 500 

kg.  

What are the limiting factors in increasing the role of the private sector in space? 

Funding: India’s space budget of $1.7 billion (in 2022) was minuscule compared to the US’s $30 

billion and China’s $14 billion (which includes $1 billion from its private players). 

Space assets: While the US had 1,650 space assets and China had 450, India’s, at last count, 

had less than 100. 

Long neglect of the commercial space market: India’s share in the $440 billion global space 

market is just 2%. The government wants to increase this share to 10% through the private 

sector, which will be able to attract large-scale private capital. 

What will be the role of ISRO if the role of the private sector in space is the future? 

a) The private sector will rely on ISRO for infrastructure—be it launch facilities, tracking systems, 

technology transfers and capacity building, b) ISRO will focus on scientific missions such as 

focussing on deep-space missions, and putting an Indian in space through its Gaganyaan 

mission. There by passing on the commercial business to the private sector. 

Note: ISRO has set up NewSpace India Ltd (NSIL) to handle the commercial end of the business.  

At present, India needs a space policy, which can be clear and liberal on private players. 

 

12. Crisis in the Himalayas 

Source: The post is based on the article “Crisis in the Himalayas” published in the Business 

Standard on 18th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS 3 – Disaster and disaster management. 

Relevance: About protecting the Himalayan Ecosystem. 

News: The Himalayan town Joshimath is under tremendous stress, and a portion of it has started 

sinking. The real issue has always been about pursuing development without working on 

environmental sustainability. 
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About Joshimath 

Read here: Who Tunnels Through A Sinking Town? 

What are the other major disasters that happened in the Himalayan Ecosystem? 

Read here: Reckless spree – Authorities must heed science and people living near mines, 

dams 

What are the challenges faced by Hilly areas? 

Read more: A mountain reeling under human aggression 

-Environmental impact assessment of a particular project does not capture the cumulative 

impact of a series of such projects in a river basin. 

-In recent years, the twin demands of both religion and defence have been added to the 

development argument. This kept aside environmental and terrain considerations. 

What should be done to protect the Himalayan ecosystem? 

In the Himalayan zone, hydro projects should generally be of the run-of-the-river variety 

since large-scale water storage reservoirs can greatly disturb a terrain that is seismically 

unstable and still shifting. 

Respecting religious sentiments should not mean constructing six-lane highways to sacred 

pilgrim spots deep in the Himalayas. Similarly, for defence, improved access in the short term 

should not come at the cost of seriously disrupted communications in the longer term due to 

disasters. 

There is an urgent need to undertake a detailed survey by multidisciplinary expert teams. This 

is to understand the nature and scale of the challenge with the Himalayan ecosystem. The 

government must both halt and then reverse the disturbing trends that are intensifying day by 

day. 

 

13. The conflict behind eco-sensitive zones 

Source– The post is based on the article “The conflict behind eco-sensitive zones” 

published in The Hindu on 19th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS3- Environment conservation 

Relevance– Issues related to protected areas 

News– The article explains the concept of protected areas and ESZ. It explains the issues related 

to the concept of ESZ. It also tells about the reason for recent protests in Kerala due to creation 

of these zones. 

What are protected areas? 

Protected areas cover 5.26% of India’s land area as 108 national parks and 564 wildlife 

sanctuaries. They are notified under the Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972. Protected areas do 

away with even the activities permitted in ‘reserve forests’ 

The rights of forest-dependent communities are impacted. Therefore, this conservation model 

has come under repeated criticism from conservation scientists. 

It led to the bringing of the Forest Rights Act, 2006. FRA recognizes the customary and 

traditional rights of forest-dwellers on forest land, including in protected areas. 

How is the FRA being implemented? 

FRA was an attempt to undo the historic injustice done to the forest-dwelling community of 

India. The MoEFCC reckoned in 2009  that it needs to hand over at least four lakh sq. km to 

village-level institutions. But as of June 2022, only 16% has come under the FRA. 

However, this has been achieved in only a decade and a half. This is attributed to the gram 

sabhas which took over the power to determine rights through open democratic process from 

government officials. 
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These gram sabhas are now the statutory authorities empowered to conserve, protect and 

manage forests, and wildlife lying within the traditional village boundaries. 

These areas under gram sabhas come under a new category of forests called ‘community forest 

resource’ (CFR). Gram sabhas have to integrate their CFR conservation and management 

plan into the working plan of the Forest Department, with the required modifications. 

What are ESZs? 

What are the issues with ESZ? 

Significantly, parts of the ESZs in ten States fall within the Scheduled Areas notified under the 

Fifth Schedule of the Constitution. They are mostly populated by Scheduled Tribe groups. 

The Provisions of the PESA Act, 1996 apply in these areas. The PESA recognises gram sabhas 

competence to safeguard and preserve community resources on forest and revenue lands in 

Scheduled Areas. 

However, the MoEFCC has shown no inclination to amend the Indian Forest Act 1927, the 

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and the Environment (Protection) Act 1986 to comply with the 

PESA and FRA. 

How exactly were the ESZs implemented? 

In 2005, the National Board for Wildlife decided to delineate site-specific ESZs to regulate 

specific activities instead of prohibiting them. In May 2005, the MoEFCC asked the States and 

UTs to propose ESZs. 

The MoEFCC guidelines for ESZs stated that a committee consisting of the Wildlife Warden, 

an ecologist, and an official from the local government will determine the extent of each ESZ. It 

will be based on the forest rangers’ inventory of land-use and wildlife corridors within 10 km of 

each protected area. 

The Chief Wildlife Warden was to then list the activities that were to be prohibited, restricted 

and permitted. 

After this process, the State government would submit this list, the geographical description of 

the area and the biodiversity values, the rights and entitlements of local communities, and 

their economic potential and implications for their livelihoods, as a proposal to the MoEFCC 

for notification. 

Within two years of notification, the State government is required to draft a Zonal Master Plan 

for each ESZ in consultation with a number of departments. 

State government has to set up a monitoring committee for each ESZ to monitor compliance 

with the various provisions of each notification. The committee is required to report the actions 

taken to the Chief Wildlife Warden every year. 

The guidelines and the ESZ notifications disregarded many legal facts and statutory 

requirements. They set aside the gram sabhas in Scheduled Area and CFR forests and the 

Panchayati-raj institutions. It follows a ‘one size fits all’ approach. 

What has led to the protests? 

In June, 2022, the Supreme Court gave further directions on ESZs. Court said that the MoEFCC 

guidelines are also to be implemented in the area proposed in the draft notification awaiting 

finalisation and within a 10-km radius of yet-to-be-proposed protected areas. 

The Court also allowed States to increase or decrease the minimum width of ESZs. It vested 

the powers to ensure compliance with the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and the Home 

Secretary of the State. 

The PCCF was to make a list of all structures within the ESZs and report it to the Supreme Court 

within three months. The Court also ordered that no new permanent structure could come up 

for any purpose within an ESZ. 
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This effectively meant that all the activities can continue only if the PCCF grants permission. The 

Court’s directions have put the lives of many people in the hands of the PCCF. Its  authority 

now extends beyond the forest to revenue lands falling within an ESZ. 

The new structures that are banned could include electric poles, buildings, walls, roads and 

bridges. Millions of forest-dwellers living on forest land and on the fringes of forests are the most 

affected. 

 

14. Margin of safety 

Source– The post is based on the article “Margin of safety” published in the Business 

Standard on 19th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS3- Indian economy and mobilisation of resources 

Relevance– Issues related to money and capital markets 

News– The article explains the recently released consultation paper “Blocking of Funds for 

Trading in Secondary Market” for public comment by SEBI 

It seeks to extend the application supported by the blocked amount (ASBA) system to the 

secondary market. 

What is ASBA In the Primary market? 

When an investor applies for shares in an IPO, a security is placed on the requisite funds. It 

remains in the investor’s bank account and generates interest. If the allotment occurs, the 

funds are transferred. If it doesn’t occur, the money goes to investor 

What is the reason behind this move of SEBI? 

The objective is to eliminate the need to transfer funds in advance to a broker. Therefore, it 

reduces chances of misuse or losses caused by broker defaults. 

In the secondary market, investors have to submit collateral or transfer funds in advance to 

the broker before executing a trade. This results in brokerages holding substantial sums. This 

practice also places the investor’s funds at risk in case the broker defaults. 

What method has been suggested by SEBI for creating ASBA mechanism for the secondary 

market? 

The regulator believes that it can use the new multiple debits facility for the Unified Payments 

Interface  to create a new ASBA mechanism. 

This will allow investors to block funds in their bank account for trading in the secondary market, 

instead of transferring upfront to the broker. When the trade occurs, the funds would be 

transferred directly to the clearing corporation. 

Brokerage and securities transaction tax may be deducted by the clearing corporation and 

passed on to brokers, or paid directly by investors to them. 

What are the main concerns related to this new proposal? 

There is a need to ensure a level playing field. Brokerages that are subsidiaries of banks can offer 

3-in-1 accounts. The brokerage can access the funds and demat account when the need arises. 

Standalone brokerages currently compete by charging lower fees, offering more advisory 

support and more flexible margins. The ASBA for the secondary market may be in favour of bank-

backed brokerages. 

The technicalities are much more complex for secondary market trades. An IPO is a static 

process. There is only one security involved and only one agency handling allotment. 

Reconciling IPO accounts is not difficult. 

Secondary-market operations involve far more stakeholders and far more instruments, 

including equities, derivatives, and forex and commodity futures. Each has different prices and 

different margins. 

https://blog.forumias.com/margin-of-safety/


9 PM Compilation for the Month of January [Third Week] 2023 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

 

 

A trade may be placed simultaneously on both exchanges.There are massive volumes of such 

highly dynamic trades. The secondary ASBA mechanism would have to be well designed and 

stress-tested to prevent slowdowns, and glitches in practice. 

 

15. Prioritising stability over growth 

Source– The post is based on the article “Prioritising stability over growth” published in the 

Business Standard on 20th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS3- Indian economy and issues relating to growth 

Relevance– Issues related to fiscal policy 

News– The article explains the economic outlook for India. It also provide some suggestions for 

the upcoming budget 

What is the economic outlook for India? 

Positive side– The National Statistical Office forecast a 7% gross domestic product growth for 

2022-23. The threat presented by the Covid is relatively very low. 

Negative side– Combined fiscal deficit of around 10%. The current account deficit projected 

at over 3.5%, and core inflation sticking to 6% can not be a very good sign for the economy. 

NSO’s forecast figures for the current year are subject to revision. 

On the international front, there is uncertainty about the Russia-Ukraine conflict. Many 

economists are predicting an imminent global recession. 

What are some suggestions for the upcoming budget? 

It would be wise to have policies which favour financial and economic stability over growth 

aspirations in the near term. The temptation to loosen fiscal policy should be resisted at this 

stage. 

The government should contain its revenue expenditure. The Union Budget on February 1 will 

be followed by state governments’ budgets. The Government of India needs to set the right 

example by not yielding to populist demands. 

As for the capital expenditure, the increased government spending in the last few years hasn’t 

resulted in the desired results. It is likely to result in “crowding out” of the private sector 

borrowings. It will be prudent to not increase the government capital expenditure allocations 

for 2023-24 beyond the current year’s level. 

The government should refrain from setting an unrealistic target for divestment revenue 

receipts. 

The government shouldn’t depend on divestment proceeds to meet its revenue requirements. 

The government needs to prioritise corporate governance improvements in the public sector 

enterprises. 

The Budget should announce the government’s plan to improve the IBC’s efficacy. 

The government should not provide tariff duty protection to the various sectors of domestic 

industry without solid reasoning. Sincere efforts are needed to bring to conclude crucial free 

trade agreements, which have been under negotiations for several years. 

The capital gains tax regime needs an overhaul. During the last few years, the capital gains tax 

rates have been frequently changed in an ad hoc manner. There is a  need to simplify and 

rationalise the existing capital gains tax framework. 
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16. Internet blues for media 

Source: The post is based on an article “Internet blues for media” published in Business 

Standard on 20th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS 3 – IT and Computer 

Relevance: reasons behind declining internet users in India 

News: There has been a decrease in the use of the internet by the people. This article discusses 

the reasons behind low consumption of the internet by Indians. 

What is the reason behind low use of the internet in India? 

The prices of smartphones have gone up due to the chip shortage in the market and due to 

the supply constraints. 

As per the IDC data, the Indian smartphone market declined 10 per cent year-on-year in the 

third quarter of 2022. This was the lowest third-quarter figure since 2019. 

The prices of smartphones have also affected the internet growth in India because a 

smartphone is the first way into the internet and a primary device to go online. 

What will be the effect of low use of the internet in India? 

It will have ripple effects and its effects will be felt across sectors, including education and 

banking. 

It will also affect online advertising because if fewer people will be online there will be fewer 

views on the advertisement which will bring uncertainty for both advertisers and digital 

businesses. 

Further, the number of people using broadband has remained at the same level for two years 

now. 

As per the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) data, internet growth fell down by 4 

percent in 2021 and by June 2022 the growth in internet subscribers was less than 1 per cent 

compared to the same quarter in 2021. 

What is the way ahead? 

According to the telecom analysts, the chip capacity will improve in the second half of 2023. This 

will ease the demand-supply situation making chips accessible for entry-level smartphones. 

Hence, the price of smartphones will fall with more people getting access to phones and the 

internet. 

 

17. Disruptive change in education could help us tackle joblessness 

Source: The post is based on the article “Disruptive change in education could help us 

tackle joblessness” published in the Livemint on 20th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS 2 and GS 3 – Issues relating to the development and management of Social 

Sector/Services relating to Education and Employment. 

Relevance: About the education needs and India’s labour market. 

News: Recent estimates suggest that India will need to create about 200 million jobs in the next 

decade to fully absorb the backlog of unemployment (and underemployment), i.e., about an 

additional 20 million jobs per year. 

What are the key concerns of India’s labour market? 

According to the author, the employment challenge in India is a man-made problem attributable 

to two types of policy distortions. a) Industrial regulation and b) Education policy. 

Industrial regulation causes: 1)Slow growth of employment, 2) Low employment intensity of 

GDP growth and 3) Low labour force participation rate, especially among women. 
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What are the education policy-related causes of India’s employment challenge? 

1) Only a small fraction of the Indian workforce has the educational foundation required for 

highly skilled, high-productivity jobs, 2) The education levels of most Indian workers enable them 

to acquire only low skills suitable for low-productivity jobs, 3) Barely 5% of the workforce have 

any skill training and only 2% have any formal skill certificate as compared to over 70% in 

advanced European countries like the UK or Germany and as much as 80% in East Asian 

countries like Japan or South Korea, 4) India’s long-standing neglect of primary and secondary 

education has limited the access to quality basic education, 5) The share of public expenditure 

on education in India, around 14%, is about the same as the Asian-country average. But its 

allocation has a sharp bias. For instance, Universal primary education (>90% net primary 

enrolment) was only achieved in India during the past decade but most countries in East and 

Southeast Asia had already achieved this goal over 50 years ago. Further, the Annual State of 

Education (Rural) reports (ASER) show that learning outcomes still remain abysmal. 

What needs to be done in education to improve India’s labour market? 

Education is primarily a state subject. Unlike welfare schemes and other popular issues with 

immediate poll pay-offs, education programmes take time to show results. But many of such 

required changes are embodied in the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. 

Some states have begun showcasing their performance on education and other public goods, 

and voters have been rewarding them. Such rewards will force all the state governments to focus 

on the service-delivery performance of education. 

 

18. Chexit, in parts: Reshoring, friend-shoring and billions of dollars in sops 

Source– The post is based on the article “Chexit, in parts: Reshoring, friend-shoring and 

billions of dollars in sops” published in the Business Standard on 21th January 2023. 

Syllabus: GS3- Economy 

Relevance– Issues related to global economy 

News– The article explains the shift of numerous factories and supply-chain dependence away 

from China. 

China is facing weakening growth, following a decade-long, progressive slowdown 

What are the steps taken by East Asian countries to relocate their business away from 

China? 

Japan is paying its firms to move their factories from China. It has also introduced a new 

economic security law covering 14 sectors deemed to be part of societal infrastructure. 

South Korea and Taiwan have comparable programmes that target mainly China. 

So, Asia’s three most industrialised countries are offering incentives to move their 

companies out of China and back to their home base. 

What are the recent examples of companies relocating their business away from China? 

Some 250 Japanese companies are reported to have left China in recent years. The trend is 

accelerating. It is not limited to Japanese companies. 

According to one report, 135 companies moved out of China just last year and relocated plants 

making semiconductors, motor vehicles, appliances, and clothing. Sony has partly re-located its 

smartphone production to Thailand. 

South Korean companies too have been not just re-shoring but “friend-shoring” as well. 

Samsung has opted for Vietnam. Malaysia has benefited from 32 projects relocated from China. 
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What is the reason behind relocating firms from China? 

China’s aggressive behaviour is compelling the firms to look for alternate options. A visa ban 

has hit both Japan and South Korea. South Korea’s Lotte retail chain, Sweden’s Ericsson, and 

Australian wine-makers have been impacted by Chinese policies. 

Global firms see heightened political risk. They are worried about discrimination, rising 

production costs, stricter environmental rules, and of course disrupted supplies. 

Are global firms abandoning China as a production base or as a market? 

Foreign direct investment into China actually increased in 2022. Germany’s BASF, for instance, 

is relocating into China. 

The Financial Times report shows how interlocked the Apple production network is with the 

Chinese ecosystem. Countries like the US and India that have tried to restrict imports from China 

have only seen their China trade deficits grow. 

What is the scenario of India? 

India’s current policy thrust like production-linked incentives, capital subsidies is very 

much in line with the East Asian. 

India ranked seventh on a 2021 UN list for foreign investment. But, it is not the default 

alternative to China for most global companies. 

India must integrate more with East Asia by getting into regional trade arrangements, 

lowering its tariff walls, and improving the quality of its workforce. 

 

 


